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June 2, 2014

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Mr. W etzel moved to approve the May 12, 2014 and May 19, 2014 minutes as presented.  Mr. Brokar

seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 8:35 AM for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:40 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:40 AM with no action being taken.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:

County General $39,501.16

Road & Bridge $15,517.94

Noxious W eed $1,400.09

Employee Benefits $59,125.08

County Health $6,181.28

Economic Development $3,433.00

Edwards Co 911 $110.00

Total Voucher & Warrants: $125,268.55

  

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. Neilson presented the following mower bids:

Kenneth Sales & Service, Inc.

Lewis, KS

Land Pride 15' Rotary Cutter

Land Pride 10' Rotary Cutter

$15,888.75

$13,591.39

Straub International, Inc.

Larned, KS 

Dominator RCM6515

Dominator RCM6510

$17,700.00

$14,100.00

American Implement, Inc.

Dodge City, KS 

John Deere CX15 15' Flex-W ing

Rotary Cutter

John Deere CX15 10' Flex-W ing

Rotary Cutter

$19,767.09

$15,949.51

Sellers Equipment

Garden City, KS

Schulte 15' Rotary Cutter

Schulte 10' Rotary Cutter

                                  $24,268.00

$18,854.00
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Mr. W etzel made a motion to purchase two (2) Land Pride 10' Rotary Cutters from Kenneth Sales & Service,

Inc., Lewis, KS in the amount of $27,182.78 ($13,591.39 x 2)  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

Mr. Neilson presented an agreement between the County and the Kansas Department of Transportation

(KDOT) for the Fund Exchange Project No. 24 C-0216-14 in which the County has requested $89,738.89 of

their annual allotment for federal fiscal year 2014.  Mr. Neilson advised that the State agrees to reimburse the

County up to a maximum of $80,765.00 for the maintenance costs of the county roads.  The County has to

pay 10% or $8,973.89 of the maintenance costs.  

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the agreement to participate in the 2014 Federal Funds Allotment and

Federal Fund Exchange program for road projects as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it

passed with all in favor.

The Board previously approved participating in the 2014 Federal Funds Allotment and Federal Fund Exchange

program for road projects as presented on April 7, 2014.

Mr. Neilson reported that the only equipment payments left are the dozer payments.  Since the dozer is also

used at the transfer station, Mr. Neilson requested that two dozer payments be made out of the transfer station

budget and the other three payments be made out of the road and bridge budget.  A discussion followed as

the current transfer station budget does not allow for large equipment purchases. 

A discussion followed regarding the purchase of asphalt m ix to do a road project in the southern part of the

county.  Mr. Brokar suggested not doing the project and saving that money to make the dozer payments.  Mr.

Neilson advised that in July the county will have the opportunity to obtain some millings.  Mr. Neilson added

that the county needs to take advantage of this opportunity when it is available.

Mr. Neilson agreed to find out more information on the millings and the asphalt mix and report back to the

Board at their next meeting.

Mr. Neilson presented bills for the Trousdale communications tower in the amount of $7,255.35  A discussion

followed and the Board requested that for now, the bills be paid out of the courthouse capital improvement

funds.

In regards to the payment for a chain link fence around the Trousdale tower, the Board requested that the bill

be paid out of the zoning permit fees.

Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

Robert Mitchell, Director of the Central Kansas Local Environmental Group (CKLEPG), joined the meeting.

Mr. Mitchell presented a 2013 summary report showing a total of 769.75 hours were spent in Edwards County

issuing water well permits, wastewater permits, conducting water tests and lender evaluations. Mr. Mitchell

added that so far 263.50 hours have been spent in Edwards County in 2014.

A discussion followed and Mr. Mitchell advised that because of all the activity and fees collected, they will be

able to keep the 2015 membership dues the same amount of $5,518.50. 

Mr. Mitchell left the meeting.

At 9:50 AM, the Board took a 10 minute break.

At 10:00 AM, the Board reconvened.
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Cassie Burkhart, Soil Conservation District Secretary, and the following Soil Conservation Board Members

joined the meeting: Janet W etzel, Janet Strawn, Stan Herrmann and Tom Stejskal.

Mr. Stejskal presented financial reports for the year ending 2013 and current financials.  Mr. Stejskal reported

that for 2015 the State has lowered their appropriation from $22,853.00 to $20,394.00.  A discussion followed

and the soil conservation board members concurred that in order to meet their 2015 budget needs, they are

requesting a county appropriation of $30,955.00 which is an $8,000.00 increase above the 2014 approved

amount of $22,955.00.

There was a lengthy discussion about the Recycling Center.  Everyone agreed that the Recycling Center is

a worthwhile service, but it is a service and provides very little cost savings in comparison to just hauling the

trash to the transfer station and in turn hauling it to the Ford County Landfill.  Recyclables do not generate that

much revenue anymore in comparison to what they did in the beginning.  

The Commissioners will take this request into consideration during their 2015 budget preparation.

The Soil Conservation group left the meeting.

Marty Gleason, ANR Agent,  Amy Sollock, FACS Agent, Patricia Lujan, Summer Intern, and the following 4-H

Ambassadors: Lane Sebes, Kristin  Stiebe, Carley Deege, Camille Deege, Phillip W erth and Clara Cross

joined the meeting.  

Each 4-H Ambassador gave a short presentation on their experiences with the 4-H Program and the projects

with #1 being Shooting Sports, #2, Food and Nutrition, #3, Photography, #4, Beef and #5, Dog.  The

Ambassadors explained that being a 4-H member provides lots of leadership opportunities, time management

skills, responsibility, social skills and record keeping skills.  The 4-H Ambassadors were well prepared and

the presentations were very informative. 

The 4-H group left the meeting.

Sheldon Carpenter, Iroquois Center Executive Director, and Steve Neely, Local Iroquois Board Member,

joined the meeting.  

Mr. Carpenter presented reports with an hourly break down of the various services utilized by each county

which includes Kiowa, Clark, Comanche and Edwards counties.  Mr. Carpenter added that they would like to

continue to receive distributions from the county’s special drug and alcohol fund.

Mr. Carpenter presented a 2015 appropriation request in the amount of $26,400.00 which reflects a $400.00

increase above the 2014 approved amount of $26,000.00. A discussion followed and the Board will take this

request into consideration during their 2015 budget preparation.

Mr. Carpenter reported that they are still in need of two more board members from Edwards County as Mr.

Neely is the only board member from this area.

Mr. Carpenter and Mr. Neely left the meeting.

W ith no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 11:35 AM.
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APPROVED AS PRESENTED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

JUNE 16, 2014    EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                  
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