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June 1, 2015

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Mr. W etzel moved to approve the May 18, 2015 minutes as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and

it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel moved to enter into executive session at 8:32 AM for 5 minutes for non-elected personnel to

review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:37 AM.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all

in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:37 AM with no action being taken.

The Board reviewed correspondence.

Ms. Schuette presented an invoice for 13 veteran commemorative grave markers which the county has

purchased in the past.  Ms. Schuette advised that Mitchell Craft purchased the markers and is requesting

reimbursement from the county in the amount of $205.40.  A discussion followed and Mr. W etzel made a

motion to reimburse Mitchell Craft in the amount of $205.40 for the purchase of 13 veteran grave markers.

Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

J.R. Thiel, Linette Miller, Economic Development Director, and Alice Lancaster, County Treasurer, joined the

meeting.

Mr. W etzel moved to enter into executive session at 8:40 AM for 10 minutes to discuss confidential data and

to reconvene at 8:50 AM.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:50 AM with no action being taken.

Mr. Thiel, Ms. Miller and Ms. Lancaster left meeting.

Ms. Schuette reported that the auditors arrived on Monday, May 18, 2015, to start the audit on the county’s

2014 financial records and they were finished with the audit on Friday, May 22, 2015.  Ms. Schuette added

that everything went very smooth and it seemed to go relatively fast.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:

County General $36,028.38

Road & Bridge $16,750.15

Noxious W eed $1,362.85

Employee Benefits $61,000.71

County Health $4,971.92

Economic Development $3,567.30

Edwards Co 911 $129.31

Motor Vehicle Special $83.31



358

Total Voucher & Warrants: $123,893.93

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

At 9:00 AM, the Board of Commissioners recessed to view the courthouse entrances and sewer line area. 

At 9:15 AM, the regular session reconvened.

The Board requested Mr. Neilson to obtain bids to replace the courthouse sewer line.

Mr. Neilson gave an update on the repairs to the hog barn at the fair grounds.

Mr. Neilson reported that the State may declare some counties, including Edward County, as disaster areas

due to the recent abundant amount of rainfall causing areas to flood.  Mr. Neilson presented pictures of the

flooded areas in Edwards County and added that the county now has at least 7,000 sand bags to utilize.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve and sign a Proclamation of a State of Local Disaster Emergency for

Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

EDWARDS COUNTY, KANSAS 
STATE OF LOCAL DISASTER PROCLAMATION

 

PROCLAMATION of a State of Local Disaster Emergency for Edwards County, Kansas. 

WHEREAS, on the 1   day of June, 2015, the Board of Commissioners of Edwards County, Kansas findsst

that certain conditions have caused, or eminently threaten to cause wide-spread or severe damage, injury

or loss of life or property in disaster proportion in Edwards County, Kansas; 

WHEREAS, such conditions have created obstructions which endanger health, safety and welfare of persons

and property within the border of Edwards County, Kansas; 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Commissioners of Edwards County, Kansas; 

That the Board of Edwards County Commissioners, under and by virtue of the authority vested in it by K.S.A.

1976 Supp. 48-932, does hereby PROCLAIM  that a State of Local Disaster Emergency exists. 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED that the area within the border of Edwards County,

Kansas covered by this proclamation/resolution is the entire area of Edwards County, Kansas. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said Board has all rights and/or powers to perform such functions as are

vested in said Board by and through the provisions of the Kansas Emergency Preparedness Act of 1975.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED AND PROCLAIMED that this resolution shall remain in effect. For a period

of seven (7) days unless terminated earlier or renewed by consent of the governing body. 

PROCLAIMED BY THE BOARD OF EDWARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS THIS 1   DAY OF JUNE,st

2015.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

           EDW ARDS COUNTY, KANSAS

           S:/Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

S:/Billy J. Brokar, Vice Chairman

           S:/LaVerne W etzel, Member
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ATTEST:S:/Gina L. Schuette, Edwards County Clerk

Mr. Neilson reported that the bill from Service Master was $7,000.00 for the courthouse water damage due

to the broken water line.  Mr. Neilson added that they are currently obtaining estimates to replace the carpet,

shredder and fan on second floor in addition to the office supplies ruined in the appraiser’s office on 1  floor.st

Mr. Neilson advised that Stewarts’ insurance company will be paying for the damages. 

Mr. W etzel moved to enter into executive session at 9:40 AM for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected

personnel and to reconvene at 9:50 AM.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 9:50 AM.  Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the employee status change form

as presented for Richard B. Miller to be hired as a mechanic at the road department.  Mr. Brokar seconded

the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

Tom Haynes, Noxious W eed Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. W etzel moved to enter into executive session at 9:55 AM for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected

personnel and to reconvene at 10:05 AM.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 10:05 AM with no action being taken.

Mr. Haynes left the meeting.

Cassie Burkhart, Soil Conservation District Secretary, and Janet Strawn, Soil Conservation Board Member,

joined the meeting.

Ms. Burkhart presented financial reports for the year ending 2014.  Ms. Strawn gave an update and reported

that Ms. Burkhart along with the extension officials put together a Farm/Ag Safety Day which was a huge

success.  Ms. Strawn added that they had a large crowd for the annual meeting held in February 2015. In

regards to the Soil Conservation’s 2016 budget request, Ms. Strawn stated that they are requesting the same

amount as they received last year which is $27,955.00.  The Commissioners will take this request into

consideration during their 2016 budget preparation.

There was a discussion about the Recycling Center.  Ms. Burkhart reported that all is going well with the

Recycling Center and that Lynn Updegrove is working there now. 

Ms. Burkhart and Ms. Strawn left the meeting.

Kelsey Peterson, Edwards County Fair Board Member, joined the meeting.

Ms. Peterson presented a map of the fair grounds area which showed the county, city and school property

lines.  Ms. Peterson added that City of Kinsley has agreed to allow them to locate the beer garden on the

city property.

Ms. Peterson left the meeting.

Robert Mitchell, Director of the Central Kansas Local Environmental Group (CKLEPG), joined the meeting.

Mr. Mitchell presented a 2014 summary report showing a total of 677.75 hours were spent in Edwards

County  issuing water well permits, wastewater permits, conducting water tests and lender evaluations. Mr.

Mitchell added that 2014 was not as busy as 2012 and 2013.
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A discussion followed and Mr. Mitchell advised that the contribution amount of $5,518.50 has stayed the

same for the last 4 years.  Mr. Mitchell added that if Barton County joins the group, then the contribution

amounts should decrease, if Barton County does not join then the contributions will stay the same or there

may be an increase. 

A discussion followed and Mr. Brokar moved to pay the second half of the county’s contribution to the 2015

funding of the Central Kansas Local Environmental Planning Group (CKLEPG) in the amount of $2,759.25.

Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Mitchell left the meeting.

W ith no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 11:15.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

JUNE 15, 2015    EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                
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