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May 19, 2014

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Stephanie Brake, Deputy County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM.

Mr. W etzel moved to enter into executive session at 8:02 AM for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:12 AM.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:12 AM with no action being taken.

Mr. Brokar moved to consult with Attorney Bob Schmisseur from Pratt concerning the road opening along

Highway 183, Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Schnoebelen called Mr. Schmisseur and he agreed to meet with the commissioners at 11:00 AM today.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:

County General $35,612.10

Road & Bridge $14,908.69

Noxious W eed $1,273.41

Employee Benefits $9,168.92

County Health $6,057.55

Economic Development $1,697.59

Edwards Co 911 $689.89

Total Voucher & Warrants: $69,408.15

  

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. Neilson presented a utility easement excavation permit application for Gabel Lease Service, to install a

secondary gas line along S Road for Dennis Gibson, in  Section 36, Township 25S, Range 16, in Edwards

County, KS.  Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the permit as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the application for temporary or permanent construction on, under or

above county right-of-way for Toto Energy, LLC for the drilling of vertical oil and gas well, Crockett 36-1 Lease

in Section 36, Township 25S, Range 17W  in Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and

it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the application for temporary or permanent construction on, under or

above county right-of-way for Toto Energy, LLC for the drilling of vertical oil and gas well, W ood 22-1 Lease

in Section 22, Township 26S, Range 16W  in Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and

it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the application for temporary or permanent construction on, under or

above county right-of-way for Toto Energy, LLC for the drilling of vertical oil and gas well, Edwards Investment
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30-1 Lease in Section 30, Township 25S, Range 17W  in Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the

motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the application for temporary or permanent construction on, under or

above county right-of-way for Toto Energy, LLC for the drilling of vertical oil and gas well, Russell 26-1 Lease

in Section 26, Township 25S, Range 16W  in Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and

it passed with all in favor.

The Board requested Mr. Neilson to obtain 3 mower bids.  

Mr. Neilson gave a work in progress report. 

Gina Schuette, County Clerk, joined and Ms. Brake left the meeting.

Tom Haynes, Noxious W eed Director, and Richard Froetschner joined the meeting.

Mr. Froetschner expressed concerns about how Mr. Haynes treats landowners.  Mr. Froetschner stated that

he thought he should have been personally contacted about the noxious weeds on his land instead of being

notified by certified mail.  Mr. Froetschner understands that the law says that the noxious weed director can

be on his property to search out noxious weeds, but there should be respect for the landowners also.  Mr.

Haynes responded that Mr. Froetschner has had 6 months to spray for Musk Thistle and he does not have

the time to contact each landowner by phone.

Mr. Haynes stated that the law says that a certified letter must be sent to the landowner and if the landowner

does not spray the weeds then the county may hire an outside company to spray the weeds and send a bill

to the landowner.  Therefore, Mr. Haynes had Rucker Flying Service spray the Musk Thistle for an amount

of $423.43 and a bill was sent to Mr. Froetschner’s son, Adam Froetschner.  A discussion followed and the

Board requested Mr. Haynes to follow the law accordingly, but also place a courtesy call to the landowners

also.  

Mr. Froetschner and Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

Mr. W etzel moved to enter into executive session at 9:20 AM for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to reconvene at 9:25 AM.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 9:25 AM with no action being taken.

Mr. Haynes left the meeting.

Amy Sollock, FACS Agent, and Marty Gleason, ANR Agent, Shawn Lofing, Marva Burr, Susan Roenbaugh,

Linda Lorenzen, Gary Snyder and Crystal Obee, Extension Board Members, joined the meeting.

Ms. Sollock and Mr. Gleason presented monthly progress and financial reports for March and April 2014.  

The Extension Council presented a 2015 budget request of $128,794.00 which is a $15,294.00 increase

above the 2014 approved amount of $113,500.00.  Ms. Sollock explained that the county appropriation has

remained the same for the last 5 years and they have been using their reserves to make up the difference to

fulfill their budget.  Now their reserves are very low and an increase in the county appropriation is very much

needed.  

Ms. Lofing stated that currently they do not have to provide health insurance for the agents as the agents are

able to obtain their insurance through other sources, but someday that may change and they most definitely

do not have the funding for that with their current budget.  Of the 24 counties in the Southwest Area, Edwards

County ranks 19  in appropriations.th
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A discussion followed and the Board will take this request into consideration during their 2015 budget

preparation.

The Extension group left the meeting.

Mr. Neilson rejoined and Jon Halbgewachs, Kirkham Michael PE, joined the meeting.

Mr. Halbgewach presented copies of the bi-annual inspection report of the county bridges.  Mr. Halbgewach

reviewed with the Board some of the problems areas, but overall, Mr. Halbgewach stated that the county

bridges are in pretty good shape.

Mr. Neilson and Mr. Halbgewach left the meeting.

Robert Schmisseur, Attorney At Law, and Mark Frame, County Attorney, joined the meeting.

Mr. Schmisseur introduced himself to the Board and gave the Board a summary of his credentials and career

experience.  He was the Pratt County Counselor and now is retired, but continues with his private practice.

Mr.Schmisseur stated that he is willing to provide legal advice regarding the request to open a public road.

He would charge a government rate of $125.00 an hour.

A discussion followed and Mr. W etzel made a motion to hire Mr. Schmisseur to act as Special County

Counselor to provide legal advice regarding the request to open a public road.  Mr. Brokar seconded the

motion.  The motion passed with Mr. Schnoebelen and Mr. W etzel in favor.  Mr. Brokar opposed.

Ms. Schuette agreed to forward documents to Mr. Schmisseur pertaining to the road opening so that he may

review and meet with the Board at a later date.

Mr. Schmisseur and Mr. Frame left the meeting.

W ith no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 11:35 AM.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

JUNE 2, 2014    EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                  
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