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April 7, 2014

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Larry Myers, Kinsley Fire Department Chief, joined the meeting.

Mr. Myers presented to the board a copy of Kingman County’s Resolution which provides for the definition and

prohibition of certain open burning when deemed to be injurious to the health, safety and welfare of the public.

A discussion followed and the Board agreed to review the proposed resolution and to alter it as deemed

necessary and to give it passage consideration.  The resolution was tabled and no action was taken at this

time.

Mr. Myers left the meeting.

Mr. W etzel moved to approve the March 24, 2014 minutes as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 8:32 AM for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:37 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:37 AM.  Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the Employee Status Change Form

as presented for Tracy Reiling hired as a part-time clerk in the County Treasurer’s Office.  Mr. Brokar

seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:

County General $110,608.80

Road & Bridge $50,217.83

Noxious W eed $29,496.62

Employee Benefits $11,021.78

County Health $7,004.48

Economic Development $1,783.33

Special Drug & Alcohol $150.00

Special Highway Improvement $2,250.00

Special Machinery $4,520.99

Capital Improvement Reserve $179.98

911 W ireless Phone Tax $51.11

Emergency Preparedness Grants $76.60

Edwards Co 911 $107.11
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Total Voucher & Warrants: $217,468.63

  

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. Neilson gave a work in progress report.

In regards to federal funding for road projects, Mr. Neilson advised that the county is eligible to receive

$89,738.89.  Mr. Neilson added that to receive this funding, the county is responsible for 10% of the costs of

the road projects.  In the past, to receive the federal funds, an independent contractor had to be hired to do

the road project.  Mr. Neilson restated that they have taken away this requirement and the  funding may be

used for sealing, asphalt, and other materials for the county’s normally scheduled road repair projects.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to participate in the 2014 Federal Funds Allotment and Federal Fund Exchange

program for road projects as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the application for temporary or permanent construction on, under or

above county right-of-way for Toto Energy, LLC for the drilling of vertical oil and gas well, Bull Schultz 10-1

Lease in Section 10, Township 26S, Range 16W  in Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the

motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the application for temporary or permanent construction on, under or

above county right-of-way for Toto Energy, LLC for the drilling of vertical oil and gas well, Parker Over There

5-1 Lease in Section 5, Township 26S, Range 16W  in Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the

motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Brokar reported that he inspected the proposed culvert work on old Highway 183 north of Kinsley and the

proposed work is acceptable.

A discussion followed regarding some possible culvert work in Logan Township.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 9:10 AM for 10 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to reconvene at 9:20 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 9:20 AM.  Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the Employee Status Change Form

as presented for Barry Haskell hired as a full-time Equipment Operator I at the county road and bridge

department.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

A discussion followed regarding replacing the compactors at the transfer station.

Tom Haynes, Noxious W eed Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve and sign the agreement as presented with the Kansas Department of

Transportation Bureau of Maintenance in which the County agrees to treat noxious weeds for the State.  Mr.

Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Haynes and Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

Amy Sollock, Marty Gleason and Crystal Obee, Edwards County Extension, joined the meeting.

Ms. Sollock and Mr. Gleason presented progress and financial reports for January and February 2014.

Ms. Sollock reported that there were around 75 attendees at the W omen’s Day Out.  Ms. Sollock added that

she and Mr. Gleason attended a W ork-Site W ellness Training and Career Day at the high school.  Ms. Sollock
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reported that there are 23 teams signed up for W alk Kansas.

Mr. Gleason reported that he and 3 others attended the National W estern Livestock Show in Denver, CO.

Mr. Gleason reported that they are planning on selling their 2008 Chevrolet Suburban and are hoping to

purchase a 2014 Chevrolet Suburban carry-over. 

A discussion followed regarding the repairs to the extension office.

Ms. Sollock, Mr. Gleason and Ms. Obee left the meeting.

Mark Frame, County Attorney, Tim and Paige Tyree of Tyree Ag, Danny and Janet Smith, Gary Jarvis, Linette

Miller, Economic Development Director, and Jay Dill, Kinsley City Manager, joined the meeting.  Mr. Neilson

rejoined the meeting.

At 10:30 AM, Mr. Brokar moved to adjourn the regular county commission meeting.  Mr. W etzel seconded the

motion and it passed with all in favor.

At 10:31 AM, Mr. Brokar moved to open the road opening hearing.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it

passed with all in favor.

Mr. Tyree stated his reasons for requesting the opening of the new road which are mainly for safety reasons.

 Annually, there are 500 to 600 trucks that enter and leave their facility, which on a busy day is approximately

12 to 15 trucks a day.  These trucks cannot utilize Briggs Avenue aka the airport road as there is a 5 ton

bridge which poses a safety issue.  Therefore, the trucks cut through and use the dirt road north of the football

field.  Mr. Tyree added that putting in a road just south of his facility provides a direct access from the highway

to their facility, which would eliminate the bridge issue and trucks using the road by the football field.  Mr. Tyree

stated that their business has 22 employees and 11 are from Edwards County.  Mr. Tyree added that they plan

to pay for the initial installation of the new road and they plan to asphalt the new road also.

Danny and Janet Smith presented a signed letter to the Board stating why they are opposed to the opening

of the new road.  The signed letter is incorporated in the minutes by attachment.

Mr. Jarvis who lives north of Tyree Ag, stated that he has not had any problems with chemical and he does

not have a problem with the new road.

As a representative of the Kinsley City Commission, Mr. Dill stated that they are in favor of the new road as

they want to keep the trucks off the bridge and out of the park area.

Mr. Smith expressed concerns about there not being any statutes that allow the county to open a road with

county funds.  Mr. Frame responded that the county may open a road by petition or unilaterally.  A discussion

followed and Mr. Frame requested additional time to research and address Mr. & Mrs. Smith’s concerns and

to reinforce that the road opening process is being done correctly.

Once his research is complete, Mr. Frame will respond back to the Board along with letters to the concerned

parties.  

At 11:05 AM, Mr. Brokar made a motion to close the road opening hearing.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Frame, Mr. & Mrs. Tyree, Mr. & Mrs. Danny Smith, Mr. Jarvis, Ms. Miller, Mr. Dill and Mr. Neilson left the

meeting.

The Board took a break.
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At 11:15 AM, Mr. Brokar moved to reconvene the regular meeting.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it

passed with all in favor.

Denise W ood, 24  Judicial District Community Corrections Director, joined the meeting.th

Ms. W ood reviewed with the Board the Community Corrections Comprehensive Plan Grant Application for

the period of July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015.

Ms. W ood advised that as the state continues to reduce their funding, she will have to continue to utilize their

carryover reimbursements to cover the remainder of their budgeted expenses.

 

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve the grant application as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.

Ms. W ood left the meeting.

In regards to the April 12, 2011 collision with the county high loader, Mr. W etzel moved to approve and sign

the Settlement Agreement and General Release as presented between the County and Klima W ell Service,

Inc.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

At 11:40 AM, the Board recessed to the courthouse parking lot to view the recently purchased new

ambulance.  

The Board reconvened at 12:00 PM.

In regards to the Lesser Prairie Chicken issue and coordination with existing Natural Resource Management

Plan; EIS scoping, Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve and sign a response letter to the United States

Department of Interior Bureau of Land Management.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all

in favor.

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 12:35 PM.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

APRIL 21, 2014    EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                  
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