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March 6, 2017

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Mr. W etzel moved to approve the February 21, 2017 minutes as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 8:35 AM for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:40 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:40 AM with no action being taken.

The Board received a current copy of the Belpre Township Treasurer’s bond with the requested increase and

confirmed their 2016 annual report.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:

County General $51,484.35

Road & Bridge $16,039.15

Noxious W eed $1,404.03

Employee Benefits $72,263.40

County Health $7,618.61

Economic Development $3,252.26

Equipment Reserve $19,049.95

Edwards Co 911 $180.31

Motor Vehicle Special $13.46

Total Voucher & Warrants: $171,305.52

A discussion followed regarding the Edwards County Hospital Board of Trustee appointments.  Russell Strate

currently holds the District 2, Board Member Position 2.  Mr. Strate advised the Board that he does not wish

to be reappointed to another term effective April 1, 2017.

More discussion followed and Mr. Brokar made a motion to appoint Doug Richards to the Edwards County

Hospital Board of Trustees, Member District 2, Position 2, for a three year term beginning April 1, 2017.  Mr.

W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Brokar made a motion to reappoint Larry Myers to the Edwards County Hospital Board of Trustees,

Member At Large, Position 5, for a three year term beginning April 1, 2017.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.
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A brief discussion followed regarding the Golden Belt Telephone upgrade project.

Garrett Reiss and Ron Gruber, Edwards County Fair Board members, joined the meeting.

A discussion followed regarding the poor condition of the roof on the cow barn at the fair grounds.  Mr. Reiss

stated that the fair board would like to replace the roof and they are willing to contribute $3,000.00 to

$5,000.00 towards the roof replacement.

Further discussion followed and the Board requested that three bids be obtained before a decision is made

on replacing the cow barn roof.  Mr. Neilson volunteered to proceed with obtaining the three bids and present

to the Board at a later date.

Mr. Reiss left the meeting.

Kyle Bahr, Kirby Hagans, Ron Gruber, Golden Belt Telephone, and Don Doornbos, Sean Kraus, RVW

Engineering Inc., joined the meeting.

Mr. Bahr advised that Golden Belt Telephone have been doing business in Kansas since 1953 and have not

performed an upgrade since 1981.  Mr. Bahr added that they are in the process of executing a 1.6 million

dollar upgrade project.  In Edwards County, they currently serve Lewis and the Lewis rural area which includes

148 customers.

Mr. Bahr inquired if the Board would consider waiving the underground permit fees and bond requirement as

they are upgrading existing lines.  Mr. Bahr added that some counties are just requiring proof of insurance.

A lengthy discussion followed and the Board agreed to allow the upgrade project in Edwards County for a

$500.00 blanket fee to cover the 170 existing crossings and a $25,000.00 bond and a $100.00 fee for each

new crossing on county roads.

Mr. Kraus advised that before they can agree to the county’s request, they need to go back and present to

the Board of Golden Belt Telephone for approval.

The Golden Belt Telephone group left the meeting.

Rob Cross and Jerry Anderson, Edwards County Historical Society, joined the meeting.

Mr. Cross presented an annual recap of the Edwards County Museum which included a 2016 Treasurer’s

Report.  

Mr. Anderson reported that it is time to do some very much needed maintenance to the church that is located

next to the museum.  Mr. Anderson presented an estimate from Paul Swartz in the amount of $14,500.00 to

do the necessary repairs to the church.  Mr. Cross advised that because of all the additional expenses, it will

be necessary for them to increase their annual budget request from $8,000.00 to $12,000.00.  A discussion

followed and Mr. Schnoebelen requested that they submit their formal request closer to budget time in May

or June of 2017.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to distribute $2,500.00 from the parks and recreation fund to the Edwards County

Historical Society to assist with the repairs to the church.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with

all in favor.

Mr. Cross and Mr. Anderson left the meeting.

In regards to federal funding for road projects, Mr. Neilson advised that the county is eligible to receive

$65,971.83.  Mr. Neilson added that to receive this funding, the county is responsible for 10% ($6,597.18) of
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the costs of the road projects.  In the past, to receive the federal funds, an independent contractor had to be

hired to do the road project.  Mr. Neilson restated that they have taken away this requirement and the  funding

may be used for sealing, asphalt, and other materials for the county’s normally scheduled road repair projects.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to participate in the 2017 Federal Funds Allotment and Federal Fund Exchange

program for road projects as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to reappoint Bill Brokar to the Santa Fe Trails Solid W aste Authority Committee.

Mr. Schnoebelen seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor. 

Mr. Neilson reported that they will be here on W ednesday and Thursday of this week to install the rest of the

solar shades around the courthouse windows.

Mr. Neilson left the meeting.

W ith no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 11:05 AM.

APPROVED AS AMENDED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

MARCH 13, 2017  EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                
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