
216

January 13, 2014

The Edwards County Board of Commissioners met with Mica Schnoebelen, Billy Brokar and LaVerne W etzel

present.  Gina Schuette, County Clerk, was also in attendance. 

Chairman Schnoebelen called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.

Carl Eyman, KW ORCC Loss Prevention Specialist, joined the meeting.

Mr. Eyman presented to the Board a 2  place plaque award for having exceptional loss ratios (workersnd

compensation claims) for 2012 with a premium size of 0 to $50,000.00.  Mr. Eyman reviewed various claim

analysis reports for the county according to departments and accident types. 

Mr. Eyman left the meeting.

Mr. Brokar moved to enter into executive session at 8:45 AM for 5 minutes to discuss non-elected personnel

and to review payroll reports and to reconvene at 8:50 AM.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed

with all in favor.

The Board reconvened at 8:50 AM with no action being taken.

Mr. W etzel moved to approve the December 30, 2013 minutes as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.

The Board reviewed correspondence.

Vouchers were approved and warrants were signed for the following:

County General $229,071.63

Road & Bridge $24,695.14

Noxious W eed $1,784.13

Employee Benefits $98,975.45

County Health $6,789.96

Economic Development $5,884.68

Emergency Preparedness Grants $78.37

Edwards Co 911 $46.00

Total Voucher & Warrants: $367,325.36

Mr. Brokar moved to adopt Resolution No. 2014-01 to designate the depositories for the year 2014.  Mr.

W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2014-01

WHEREAS, K.S.A. 9-1401 requires the governing body of any municipal corporation to designate by official

action recorded upon its minutes the state and national banks, and which shall serve as depositories, pursuant

to K.S.A. 12-1675 to 12-1678a, inclusive of its invested funds.

AND WHEREAS, The Edwards County Treasurer, acting as investment officer and having custody of such

funds, shall not deposit funds in any other facility other than those designated below.

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED,  that the following entities are designated as depositories of monies of Edwards

County Kansas for the year 2014:

Farmers Bank and Trust, Kinsley, Kansas

Offerle National Bank, Branch GNB, Offerle, Kansas

Bank of Lewis, Lewis, Kansas

Kansas State Treasurer’s Office, Topeka, Kansas

Adopted this 13  day of January, 2014 by the Board of Edwards County Commissioners.th

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF EDW ARDS COUNTY, KANSAS

S:/Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

S:/Billy L. Brokar, Member

S:/LaVerne W etzel, Member

ATTEST:

S:/Gina L. Schuette, Edwards County Clerk

Mr. Brokar moved to adopt GAAP W aiver Resolution No. 2014-02.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and

it passed with all in favor.

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-02

W HEREAS Edwards County, Kansas, has determined that the financial statements and financial reports for

the year ended 2014 to be prepared in conformity with the requirements of K.S.A. 75-1120a(a) are not relevant

to the requirements of the cash basis and budget laws of this state and are of no significant value to the Board

of Commissioners of Edwards County, Kansas, or the members of the general public of Edwards County,

Kansas, and

W HEREAS there are no revenue bond resolutions or other resolutions of the County which require financial

statements and financial reports to be prepared in conformity with K.S.A. 75-1120a(a) for the year ended

2014.

NOW , THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of Edwards County, Kansas, in

regular meeting duly assembled this 13  day January, 2014 that the Board of Commissioners of Edwardsth

County, Kansas, waives the requirements of K.S.A. 75-1120a(a) as they apply to Edwards County, Kansas,

for the year ended 2014.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners of Edwards County, Kansas, shall cause

financial statements and financial reports of Edwards County, Kansas, to be prepared on the basis of cash

receipts and disbursements as adjusted to show compliance with the cash basis and budget laws of this State.
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Adopted this 13  day of January, 2014 by the Board of Edwards County Commissioners.th

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF EDW ARDS COUNTY, KANSAS

S:/Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

S:/Billy L. Brokar, Member

S:/LaVerne W etzel, Member

ATTEST:

S:/Gina L. Schuette, Edwards County Clerk

Richard Neilson, County W orks Director, joined the meeting.

Mr. Neilson gave a work in progress report.

Mr. Neilson reported that the drain pipes on 2  floor have been repaired.  Mr. Neilson added that he hasnd

contacted Melvin Priest to do the plaster work where the holes were made to repair the pipes.

Mr. Neilson reported that KDHE was in the area and did a spot inspection at the transfer station and all was

satisfactory.

At 9:40 AM, the Board recessed to the 2  floor to view the recent repairs.nd

The Board reconvened at 9:55 AM.

At 10:00 A.M., the Board recessed to the first floor hallway for a public reception to present a 2013 longevity

award to county employee Jon Boman for 35 years of service to the road department.

At 10:30 AM, the regular session reconvened.

Marty Gleason, Extension Ag Agent, Susan Roenbaugh and Kevin Brake, Extension Council members, joined

the meeting.  Mr. Gleason advised that Amy Sollock, Extension FACS Agent, is ill today and unable to meet

with the Board.

Mr. Gleason presented monthly progress and financial reports for December  2013.

Mr. Gleason reported that extension will be starting to get more involved in irrigation and quality and quantity

water issues.

Mr. Gleason added that the extension’s suburban is due to be traded this year, but they may hold off as the

body style will be changing and they are hoping to possibly purchase a carry over.  Their current suburban is

a 2008 model with 66,000 miles on it and is still in very good shape along with the new tires.

Mr. Gleason advised that this year an intern will be working in Edwards, Pawnee and Stafford counties. 

Mr. Gleason, Ms. Roenbaugh and Mr. Brake left the meeting.

A discussion followed regarding sponsoring a movie at the Palace Theater.  The Board decided to table the

request until a G rated movie becomes available.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to pay the 2014 membership dues to the Kansas Association of Counties (KAC)

in the amount of $1,244.11.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Brokar made a motion to pay the 2014 membership dues to the League of Kansas Municipalities (LKM)

in the amount of $367.77.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.
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Mr. Brokar made a motion to contribute $500.00 to the Southwest Kansas Area Agency on Aging.  Mr. W etzel

seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. W etzel made a  motion to contribute $100.00 to the Edwards County Healthcare Foundation to be paid

out of the special drug and alcohol fund.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Mr. Brokar moved to adopt Resolution No. 2014-03 in support of the Kansas Legislature retaining the

mortgage registration fee.  Mr. W etzel seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

RESOLUTION NO.  2014-03

A resolution of the Board of Edwards County Commissioners urging the Kansas Legislature and Governor

Sam Brownback to retain the mortgage registration fee, as provided in K.S.A. 79-3102, and reject any or all

legislative proposals  abolishing such fee

Whereas, in 1925, the Kansas Legislature enacted a law (K.S.A. 79-3102) providing that, before any

mortgage of real property is filed with the County Register of Deeds,  the individual or entity filing the mortgage

pay a mortgage registration fee;  and

Whereas, the Legislature has revisited the policy of the mortgage registration fee and enacted changes

thereto on various occasions since 1925;

 

Whereas, the current fee is a one-time payment of 0.26% of the principal debt securing the mortgage; and

Whereas, the process of recording mortgages with the Register of Deeds is an important county function to

ensure free and clear transactions involving land deals, giving potential landowners assurance that a property

is unencumbered by liens; and

Whereas, a mortgage is enforceable only upon payment of the mortgage registration fee; and

Whereas, the 25/26  of the mortgage registration fee is deposited in a county’s general fund, where it is usedth

to finance basic operations of county government, and 1/26  of the fee is remitted to the State Treasurer toth

finance the Heritage Trust Fund which helps preserve historic structures. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, by the Board of County Commissioners (Supervisors) of Edwards

County, Kansas, that the mortgage registration fee is an important revenue source for counties, and is one

of a very few revenue streams counties have to finance essential county services; and

Be it further resolved that, in the budget years 2010, 2011, and 2012, Edwards County received and

deposited  $15,024.92; $25,642.62; and $35,168.60 from the mortgage registration fee in the general fund,

respectively; and that absent such fees and no change in county services, county property taxpayers would

have experienced increased mill levies of .009 mill(s); .018 (mill(s); and .025 mill(s), in 2010, 2011 and

2012, respectively; and

Be it further resolved that it would be profoundly unfair to counties and most of all, county property taxpayers

in general, for counties to lose the revenue generated by the mortgage registration fee without the Legislature

identifying and authorizing a revenue measure of equal or greater significance; and

Be it further resolved that in the absence of an identified, authorized substitute revenue source, that we urge

the Kansas Legislature and Governor Sam Brownback to retain the current mortgage registration fee, as

provided in K.S.A. 79-3102, and reject any or all legislative proposals abolishing such fee; and

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to members of the Kansas Senate and House
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of Representatives representing this county; to Governor Sam Brownback; to all newspapers, radio and

television stations serving this county; and to the Kansas Association of Counties. 

Adopted this 13  day of January, 2014 in an open meeting of the Board of Edwards County Commissioners,th

on a vote of 3 ayes and 0 nays. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF EDW ARDS COUNTY, KANSAS

S:/Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

S:/Billy L. Brokar, Member

S:/LaVerne W etzel, Member

ATTEST:

S:/Gina L. Schuette, Edwards County Clerk

Linette Miller, Economic Development Director, joined the meeting.

The Board reviewed the micro-loan semi-annual reports completed by Ms. Miller which will be submitted to

the State.  Mr. W etzel moved to approve the reports as presented.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it

passed with all in favor.

In regards to the Kinsley Variety Store, Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve and sign the Agreement to

Terminate Contract and Surrender Assets  between Kinsley Variety Store, LLC, Chris and Judith W ilson, and

Edwards County, Kansas.  Mr. Brokar seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Ms. Miller advised that to date, no one has expressed an interest in taking over the business.  A discussion

followed and the Board requested Ms. Miller to proceed with contacting an auctioneer.

Ms. Miller left the meeting.

Mr. W etzel nominated Mica Schnoebelen to be Chairman of the Board.  Mr. Brokar seconded the nomination

and it passed with two votes in favor.  Mr. Schnoebelen abstained.

Mr. Schnoebelen nominated Billy Brokar to be Vice Chairman of the Board.  Mr. W etzel seconded the

nomination and it passed with two votes in favor.  Mr. Brokar abstained.

Mr. W etzel made a motion to approve and adopt the following policies.  Mr. Schnoebelen seconded the motion

and it passed with all in favor.

 

COMMISSIONER MEETINGS: Any individual hearing or public hearing before the Board of Commissioners

shall be heard, evidence accepted and the Board shall reserve the right to delay a decision until reviewed,

discussed and a later time set for a decision.

The Board shall meet on the designated days according to the adopted annual schedule to conduct the

business of the County as presented by the agenda.  Agenda items may be added as approved by the Board.

Payroll vouchers and warrants shall be approved and paid biweekly by the Board.  Accounts payable vouchers

and warrants will be approved and paid at a meeting on or before the 10th of each month.  

All special meetings shall be subject to the call of the majority of the Board.

All commissioners shall act as co-chairman in the signing of county warrants, abatements and refunds.

PURCHASING: Each Department Head shall submit a written invoice for purchase of supplies, with prices

for the same, to the County Clerk, acting as purchasing agent for all purchases, with the exception of District
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Court expenses per K.S.A. 20-349.  The County Clerk will approve the purchases as determined by the

budgetary and cash basis laws and as authorized by the Board of Commissioners.  Claims will not be paid

without an invoice presented.

All purchases of new capital equipment exceeding $1,500.00 dollars in value will go through the sealed bid

process.  Bids shall be submitted to the County Clerk’s office and presented to the Board of County

Commissioners for approval before the purchases are made. 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE: If possible, the Sheriff shall notify the Board of Commissioners prior to any out of state

travel.

All property lost or broken, due to gross neglect, shall be assessed to the officer assigned.  All Sheriff’s

Department vehicles shall be locked at all times.

Every officer shall furnish the Sheriff a list of any personal property used on duty, their blood type and allergies

they may have.

The Sheriff, Undersheriff, Deputy Sheriffs and Dispatchers will be allowed $20.00 per month for the cleaning

and repair of issued uniforms.  Deputy and Matron hire is designated at $6.00 per hour not to exceed $60.00

per day.  In the event that an on staff deputy or dispatcher is utilized, they will be paid at their regular hourly

rate.

The Board will allow a maximum of $4.00 per meal for prisoners.  Edwards County shall charge $40.00 per

day for immigration, military and all other out-of-county prisoners.  Local city charges shall be $25.00 per day.

COURTHOUSE SECURITY: Any authorized personnel entering the Courthouse after regular business hours

are required to notify the dispatcher on duty upon entering and exiting the building and shall be responsible

for securing the facility.

ROAD PETITIONS: For the opening and/or closing of a road and viewing thereof, the petitioner shall pay a

$100.00 fee to the County Clerk upon filing the petition.

SNOW REMOVAL POLICY: W hen the National W eather Service predicts accumulations of snow,

preparations for removal will be made at the county road department.  Equipment will be checked for

readiness.  If storm conditions exist, personnel may be released to go home and given instructions on when

to report back to duty by the County W orks Director.

No snow removal will commence until after the snowfall has ended and operations may safely commence.

Crews will begin work immediately and work until all county roads are opened with the first priority being given

to the Edwards County Sheriff and Undersheriff, the Edwards County Hospital and the Edwards County

Courthouse.

Emergencies involving life threatening situations will be given immediate priority regardless of work or weather

conditions.  Request for emergency assistance shall be cleared through the County W orks Director.  This

includes but is not limited to, the emergency entrance to the Edwards County Hospital.

Schools and emergency agencies will be kept informed and updated on the progress and the road conditions.

Assistance in removing snow on roads not considered county jurisdiction will be given after all county roads

have been cleared at a cost to reimburse labor, equipment and fuel.  Authority for this assistance must be

cleared through the County W orks Director.

The general public will be asked to assist in curtailing unnecessary travel so that snow removal may be

expedited and accidents can be prevented.
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CLOSURE OF COUNTY OFFICES DUE TO SEVERE WEATHER:  The County W orks Director or Assistant

Road Supervisor will update the County Clerk on adverse weather conditions and the County Clerk, in turn,

will contact the Board Chairman &/or other Board Members for the directive to close county offices.

COUNTY EQUIPMENT: The use of county owned equipment may be requested only by tax supported

organizations, except in an emergency.

All county vehicles shall display appropriate markings and identification.  Seat belts are required to be worn

in county vehicles while in use.

COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER: Dr. Robert W ray, D.O. is appointed to serve as the Edwards County Health

Officer.  He will receive a retainer fee of $100.00 per month and standard charges will be paid for medical

services rendered.  The Health Officer’s duties shall consist of the following: (1) To advise the County Health

Department.  (2) To provide medical assistance upon request of the Sheriff (3) To be at the disposal of the

County Commissioners for consultation.  In the absence of the appointed County Health Officer, the on call

physician at the hospital will be the temporary County Health Officer.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS: The Board of County Commissioners agree, in principal, to cooperate with

the State Division of Emergency Preparedness.  In event of an emergency due to storm, flood, fire or other

disaster, the County W orks Director is specifically authorized to immediately move out with the necessary

personnel, machinery, and equipment in cooperation with the Emergency Preparedness Director and Sheriff’s

Department in order to provide a prompt and coordinated response to an emergency.

HOLIDAYS: The Board of County Commissioners approve the following days as holidays for 2014:

New Year’s Day W ednesday, January 1, 2014

President’s Day Monday, February 17, 2014

Memorial Day Monday, May 26, 2014

Independence Day Friday, July 4, 2014

Labor Day Monday, September 1, 2014

Columbus Day Monday, October 13, 2014

Veterans Day Tuesday, November 11, 2014

Thanksgiving Day Thursday, November 27, 2014

Friday, November 28, 2014

Christmas Eve (half day) W ednesday, December 24, 2014

Christmas Day Thursday, December 25, 2014

Friday, December 26, 2014

  

REVISIONS: The above policies and procedures may be revised or amended at any time throughout the year

as determined by the Board of County Commissioners.

W ith no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 11:40 AM.
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APPROVED AS PRESENTED BY ORDER OF

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

JANUARY 27, 2014    EDW ARDS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

____________________________________

Mica Schnoebelen, Chairman

____________________________________

ATTEST: LaVerne W etzel

____________________________________ ____________________________________

Gina L. Schuette, County Clerk Billy L. Brokar                  
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