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This presentation will address 

Frequently Asked Questions 

and  

Community Suggestions 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What does the interior of the Dunn Block Building look like? 

 

First Floor 

1. First Floor South Interior Looking West 

 

 
2. Current Mason Dining Hall/Kitchen  
3. Current Mason Lodge  



 

 

2nd Floor 

1. 2nd Floor North Meeting Room Looking East 

 

 

 

 



2nd Floor Small Rooms on West Side of Building 

2. 

 

3. 

 

 

 



4. 2nd Floor Smaller Meeting Hall 

 

 

2nd Floor Offices/Former Living Quarters on South Side of Building  

5. 

 

 



6. 

 

7. 

 

 

 

 



8. 

 

 

 

 

What is the history of the Dunn Block Building? 

The Southern Portion of Dunn Block Building was built in 1874. 

D. Herbert Dunn, who moved to the Saguache area in 1870, was the original 
owner of the building.  

It has served many purposes throughout its history.  
 
There was an addition to the building in 1910 (Northern Portion). 

The building is currently owned by the Saguache Beneficial Society /aka Olive 
Branch #32 A.F. and A.M. - the organization commonly called the Masons. 

The Masons purchased the building in 1968 under the name of The Minnehaha 
Building Company. 

 

 

 



What are the past uses of the Dunn Block Building? 

 
Saturday Night Dances 
A Harness Shop 
A Drug Store 
A Stationary Store 
A Meat Market 
Attorney Offices 
A Brothel 
A Telephone Office 
A Post Office 
Hammond Mercantile 
Johnson-Means Mercantile 

First National Bank 
Means & Ashley Mercantile 
Michou & Piquet General Hardware 
& Agricultural Implements  
Denver Beer & Billiard Hall 
Smokey’s Lunch 
Minnehaha Building Co. 
Odd Fellows 
Masons 
Woodsmen of the World and  
Other fraternal organizations

 

 

 

 

Why did the Masons ask the Town of Saguache to purchase The Dunn 
Block? 

The Mason’s membership is aging and they are unable to rehabilitate the 
building.  

They feel that the community should guide the future use of the building and that 
the building should be a community resource.  

They asked the Town of Saguache to take on the project in light of the Town’s 
past success with rehabilitation. They believe this to be the best path towards the 
restoration of its original appearance and purpose as community and commercial 
space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What is the history of the Dunn Block Purchase Grant?  

The Masons approached the Saguache Town Trustees in 2015 and asked if the 
Town would be interested in purchasing The Dunn Block.  

The Historic Preservation Commission was consulted on this request. The 
Commission advised to pursue this purchase with further research and with 
assistance from a History Colorado Acquisition Grant.  

The Saguache Town Trustees approved the submission of the History Colorado 
Acquisition Grant for The Dunn Block Purchase. The grant application was 
submitted in March 2016. 

Town Trustee May Enqquist, the Chairman of the Historic Preservation 
Commission, wrote the Acquisition Grant through a process of research and 
consultation. 

In March 2016 the Town of Saguache and the Saguache Beneficial Society 
entered into an Option Agreement to purchase the building.  

History Colorado approved the Acquisition Grant June 1.  

This is a presentation for the 2nd Special Meeting the Town has called for 
community discussion.  

 

 

 

How much is the History Colorado Grant for? 

The Option Agreement specifies a $50,000 purchase price. 

The Grant will provide $35,000  

The Grant requires a $15,000 Cash Match 

 

 

 

 

What is the appraisal on the building? 

$75,000 

 



 

How much would the building restoration cost? 

We don’t know as of yet. 

The 2008 Historical Assessment estimated $596,390. 

Costs have increased and would continue to increase over the life of the project. 

Construction costs would be determined in phases.  

The first phase of the project would be a planning phase.  

 

 

 

What is History Colorado and what is the funding structure of its projects? 

History Colorado is an agency of the State of Colorado under the Department of 
Higher Education. 

History Colorado administers The State Historical Fund, created by the 1990 
constitutional amendment allowing limited gaming in the towns of Cripple Creek, 
Central City, and Black Hawk. The amendment directs that a portion of the 
gaming tax revenues be used for historic preservation throughout the state. 

Different History Colorado projects have different funding structures; we can 
pursue multiple projects at the same time with History Colorado 

There is a presentation by Cynthia Nieb from History Colorado to follow.  

www.historycolorado.org  

 

 

 

 

Can we keep applying for History Colorado grants for this project? 

Yes. The first grant application would be for a planning grant.  

The Dunn Block Acquisition and Restoration project grants with History Colorado 
would require cash matches. 

 



How would the Town of Saguache pay for the matching funds? 

We have many options. We can apply for a variety of grant funding and 
investigate all public and private funding options.  

This is an incomplete list of options. 

 

If there is a Higher Purpose (Community Use): 

Potential Private Foundation Funders:  

- The Gates Family Foundation (http://www.gatesfamilyfoundation.org/) 
- The Boettcher Foundation (http://boettcherfoundation.org/) 
- El Pomar Foundation (https://www.elpomar.org/) 
 
 

If there is a Town Government Use: 

- Colorado Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) (https://www.colorado.gov/dola) 

 

Regardless of Purpose: 

- Private Donations 
- Town of Saguache 
 
 

How much will the Town of Saguache end up paying for in the restoration 
process? 

We don’t know as of yet.  

Similar projects in our region have received full funding support for their matches 
through funding partnerships. 

Grants would be in phases. We would continue to apply for funding throughout 
the project.  

 

How will our Town Administrator be part of this project?  

The Town Administrator would write grants, maintain communications and 
calendars, and provide administrative support. More Information available soon – 
Pamela Fye, the new Town Administrator, starts on August 22.   

 



 

What is the condition of the Dunn Block building? 

A Historic Structure Assessment was conducted by Architect Ron McClure in 
2008: 

- The building is structurally secure.  
- The foundation is stable. 
- The roof was replaced in the 1990’s and has no known issues. 
- The interior and exterior need restoration.  
- The majority of the windows are present and will need to be rebuilt. 
- The South Side of the 1st Floor needs a new floor.  
- The Dunn Block needs new electrical, heating, and plumbing systems.  
- The building needs entrance and stairway redesign and an elevator in order to   

be open for public use for ADA compliance.  
 

 

 

How long will the restoration take? 

We don’t know as of yet. 

Past projects in this region of similar scale have taken 8-12 years.  

Our goal is to have the building in a useable state by the year 2024 when the 
building is 150 years old. 

 

 

Who would work on the restoration? 

Our planning process would determine this. We would consult with History 
Colorado and other organizations on training for jobs, qualified project managers 
and architects, and opportunities for volunteers and internships.  

Local jobs would be prioritized.  

  

 

 

 

 



 

What is the public benefit of the Dunn Block Building? 

The Town has proposed mixed Community Use and Commercial Use. The Grant 
Application suggests:  
 
- Community Hall 
- Recreation room for youth activities 
- Space for some of the town hall needs  
- Office Space  
- Retail Space 
- And More  
 

 

 

How will commercial spaces be included? 

We would have many options. We would need to include in our discussion how 
the community will be served and potential for: 

- Income 
- Interest  
- Jobs  
 
We would need to discuss how the public process would work to apply to lease 
space. 
 

 

 

What is flexible programmable community space? 

- Leave space multipurpose when possible.  
- Use the spaces with calendars. 
- Program specific spaces that support the capacity of the larger space  
    – i.e. office for coordination, storage space 
- Program specific spaces for specific tool groups  
    – i.e. community kitchen, community office space 
- Develop use patterns over time, responding to actual community use 
- Increase program capacity in time with community use.  
 

 



What uses have been suggested so far by the community? 

 

Ceremonies 

- Reunions 
- Celebrations 
- Dances 
- Dinners 
- Weddings 
- Graduations 
 

Classroom Space 

- Adult Education  
- Special Classes and Workshops 
- Evacuation/reunification point in case of emergencies at the school 

Meetings 

- General for groups needing meeting space 
- Conferences 
- Presentations 
 

Temporary Workspace 

- Rehearsals 
- Project Space 
 

Performances 

- Dance and Music Recitals 
- Concerts 
- Readings 
- Lectures 
- Theatre groups 
 

Exhibitions 

- Science Fairs 
- Art Shows 
- History Presentations  
 



Computer Lab/Community Office with technology resources 

 
- Internet 
- Photocopier 
- Printer 
- Flatbed scanner 
- Film scanner for archiving family negatives  
- Video deck for transferring family videos 
- Projector 
- PA for events  
 

Community Commercial Kitchen 

- Event Use 
- Small Business Use 
- Classes Use 
 

Potential Commercial Uses 

- Weddings 
- Catering 
- Housing 
- General Mercantile with hardware, garden supply 
- Restaurant 
- Furniture Building 
- Arcade 
- Sports Rentals 
- Saguache Merchandise 
- Museum 
- Casino 
- Offices 
- Friends of the Library Used Books 
- (and more…) 
 
 
Potential Town Office Space 
 
- Town Administrator 
- Expanded Town Capacity for All Meetings 

 

 

 



Potential Community Group Users 

- Scouting Groups 
- Senior Groups 
- Youth Groups 
- Childcare Providers 
- Study Groups 
- Book Clubs 
- Teen Space 
- Recovery Groups  
- Local Farmer Groups 
- Town Boards 
- Masons 
- Eastern Stars 
- American Legion 
 

 

What is Community Development Planning? 

Community development planning is a public participatory, interactive form of 
town planning and design.  

It involves diverse community members (often termed “stakeholders”) 
contributing toward the formulation of goals, objectives, fund/resource 
identification and direction, planned project implementations and reevaluation of 
documented local planning policy. 

 

 

 

How would the Town work on planning for this project if the building is 
purchased? 

The grant states that there would be community meetings to gather ideas and 
then a visioning group would be formed to review the ideas of the community and 
present a plan for approval by the citizens. 

 

 

How would this Visioning Group be formed? 

Requires more community input, research, and discussion.  

 



What would the upkeep and monthly expenses be for the building? 

We don’t know as of yet. Costs would be determined by the use of the building. 

Costs would be planned and then adjusted accordingly as costs rise. 

This would include maintenance, utilities, facility upkeep, coordination, 
administration, and program support for community group users. 

 

What are possible income sources? 

- Small business users 
- Leases 
- Large Event (i.e. conferences) Rental  
- Reasonable event fees for private users 
- Sales tax revenue  
 
 
 
What should be free uses? 
 
Another conversation to have about all Town community use spaces! 
 
 

What about our other community buildings? 

We can apply for more funding for our Community Buildings.  

If the Town purchases the Dunn Block, more conversations would be needed 
about how best to use and rehabilitate all of our resources. (How about Rec 
Center/Senior Center/Teen Center/Etc. needs?)  

 
 

What funders could help us with initial program support for the building? 

Very Incomplete List!  

Start with: 

- Colorado Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) (https://www.colorado.gov/dola) 
- The Gates Family Foundation (http://www.gatesfamilyfoundation.org/) 
- The Anschutz Family Foundation (http://www.anschutzfamilyfoundation.org/) 
- The Boettcher Foundation (http://boettcherfoundation.org/) 
- El Pomar Foundation (https://www.elpomar.org/) 
 



Why did we apply for a purchase grant before a planning grant? 

This is the beginning step of History Colorado’s grant process for Acquisitions. 

The purchase grant is subject to a Saguache Town of Trustees vote. This vote is 
informed by public input. The purchase affirms the Towns commitment to the 
planning process.  

 

 

What does the Option Agreement specify? 

The Town paid $1000 towards an agreed purchase price of $50,000, giving it 
exclusive right to purchase The Dunn Block until January 1, 2018.   

If the Town exercises this option, the Town would execute a 10-year lease 
allowing the Masons to continue non-exclusive use of the space. The lease 
would address the following: 

- Masons would pay their utilities. 

- The Masons would maintain a kitchen and dining space for use by the Eastern 
Stars and American Legion. 

- The Masons would have a history display that would be a part of the renovation.  

- If both parties agree, terms of the lease may be extended.  

 

 

How will the contract be negotiated between the Town of Saguache and the 
Saguache Beneficial Society? 

The Saguache Town Trustees would work with History Colorado and the Masons 
on the purchase contract.  

This contract would be reviewed publically.  

 

Sample History Colorado Contract: 

http://www.historycolorado.org/sites/default/files/files/OAHP/Programs/SHF_contr
acts_Template_A.pdf 

 

 



How long should we be thinking into the future in this discussion? 

10 Years - 2026  

20 Years - 2036 

30 Years - 2046 

40 Years - 2056 

 

200th Anniversary of the Dunn Block Building - 2074   

 

 

What are the next steps? 

- More community discussion and input! 

- A Board of Trustees vote 

 

 

If Yes on purchase: 

- Negotiate contract for purchase with Masons 

- Move forward with planning and community discussion 

- Apply for a planning grant  
 
 
Potential Planning Grants Available through:  
 
- History Colorado 
- Saguache County Sales Tax Grant Program 
- Colorado Department of Local Affairs 
- USDA 
- Private Foundations  
 

If No on purchase: 

Option Agreement expires January 1, 2018  

 



Can the Town sell the Dunn Block building if it purchases the building? 

If the Town purchases the Dunn Block with Grant Funding and elects to sell it in 
the future it must pay back Grants received for the Building. The History 
Colorado rules on this relax over time the longer the Town owns the building. 

 

 

What is the status of Vista Grande? 

We are waiting for a Brownfields Study that will be performed by the EPA.  

Brownfields are properties that may have hazardous substances, pollutants or 
contaminants present.  EPA’s Brownfields Program provides assistance to 
communities to assess, safely clean up, and sustainably reuse contaminated 
properties. 

While meetings with the EPA have been delayed, we are still on schedule for this 
phase of the project according to Greg Terrell. 

We have not secured property for a trail to Vista Grande.  

(We will need to discuss further status questions at another time.) 

 

 

 

Why don’t we finish one project before we apply for another one? 

Town of Saguache projects are ongoing.  

The development of Vista Grande will take many years, regardless of its future 
use.  

We can only apply for one GOCO grant at a time. We will need to decide as a 
community which to pursue.   

Infastructure projects (Paving/Sewer/Water/etc.) would not be funded with State 
Historical Fund Grants. 

We can apply for multiple State Historic Fund Projects, allowing us to plan and 
execute projects for many of our Town building and educational needs.   

 

 



What is the historical designation of the building? 

It is on the State Register of Historic Properties. 

It is located in the Town’s National Historic District. 

 

 

 

Why doesn’t the Historical Commission buy the building itself? 

The Historical Preservation Commission is a Town Board, not a private group.  

The Commission advises the Town Board and Citizens on issues of Historical 
Preservation.  

The Town is a statutory municipality and the Town Trustees have full 
management and budgetary authority.   

  

 

 

What is the Historic Preservation Commission? 

 
A Town Commission Established by Ordinance NO. 2009-4 (2009) and 
Ordinance NO. 2010-4 (2010) 

The HPC Advises the Town of Saguache on Historic Preservation  

 
Current Commission Members: 
 
May Engquist, Chair 
Byron Williams, Vice Chair 
Adrienne Garbini, Secretary 
Leigh Ann Buniger 
Sarah Fernandez 
Amber Johnson 
 

 

 

 



Who prepared this presentation? 

My name is Adrienne Garbini. I am an artist and writer. I grew up in 
Denver, lived in New York and California, and moved to Saguache in 2014. 

I joined the Saguache HPC at the beginning of 2015. 

I am collecting questions, comments, ideas, and concerns from the 
Saguache community.  

 

Please call me anytime or stop by the Range at 307 4th Street.  

My cell phone number is 646-734-1373.  

My email address is adriennegarbini@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Let’s Wrap This Presentation Up! 

 

More Questions for discussion, including these…  

Why should this project be done by the Town instead of a private individual 
or organization? 

What are models we can look at? 

How could we design our utilities to be sustainable? 

How would the history of Saguache be presented and by whom?  

What is the Towns liability? 

How would we increase parking capacity for 4th street and this building? 

What is the long-term interest of the Masons in the Dunn Block? 

Could part of the building be converted to affordable housing for teachers 
and school employees? 

Can the facility or the process of renovating the facility provide internship 
opportunities for students? 

How can we incorporate the facility, historical societies and the restoration 
process into the daily learning experience for students?  

How could the building have as much autonomy as possible? 

How could we structure community access to the building so that it is most 
flexible? 

What other projects are the Historic Preservation Committee pursuing?  

Could the decision to purchase the Dunn Block be put to a Town ballot? 

Could the Town assign the History Colorado Grant to a Non-Profit 
Organization? 

Could an engineering study and cost analysis be done before accepting the 
grant? 

How would the Dunn Block building be considered with regards to existing 
businesses in Saguache? 

What is the general plan proposed for renovation? 

Could the public take a tour of the Dunn Block Building? 


