
MEETING MINUTES 
 

Saguache Historic Preservation Commission 
July 23, 2013, 5 p.m.  

Saguache Welcome Center, 404 4th Street 
 
Present:  Leslie Griffith, chair; Kate Vasha, secretary; Rick Barandes, Marge 
Hoglin, Greg Terrell, Burt Wadman and Byron Williams, members 

 
I. Call meeting to order. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:06 p.m. 
 

II. Approval of agenda 
Greg requested one addition to the agenda:  an update on the Saguache 
Hotel.  Marge moved to approve the agenda as amended.  Rick 
seconded, and the amended agenda was approved unanimously. 

 
III. Opportunity for public input 

There was no public input. 
 

IV. Update on National Historic District process 
Tom and Laurie Simmons of Front Range Associates were introduced to 
the HPC members and gave an overview of the National Historic 
District application process.  They are using the 2000 Cochetopa 
Corridor survey that they completed in 2000 as a starting point, updating 
information on buildings they have already surveyed and gathering 
information on buildings not yet surveyed.  Following review by the 
HPC and the Town Board, the application will go to History Colorado’s 
Review Board before being submitted to the National Park Service.  
They expect a final decision on designation in late spring or early 
summer 2014. 
  

V. Update on Saguache Hotel (Greg Terrell) 
Greg briefed the members on what has been going on with the Saguache 
Hotel.  Although the hotel has not yet been sold, the current owners 
have an agreement with a man who will be working to clean up the 
interior and exterior and do some exterior painting.  Saguache County 
has indicated interest in seeing whether it’s feasible to refurbish part of 
the hotel for county offices.  They have asked to schedule a meeting with 
the town and the man who is working on the building to begin 



discussions.  Greg, Kate and May Enquist will attend on behalf of the 
town and the HPC.   
 
Byron noted that use of the hotel for government offices would not help 
draw visitors downtown, and the group agreed that commercial use of all 
or at least most of the hotel would be a better outcome.  However, this 
must be balanced with the reality of the cost of restoring the hotel, since 
the county has sources of money they might tap to help with the work. 

 
VI. Work session, design review guidelines discussion 

The group thanked Leslie for all her work on the draft guidelines.  It was 
the consensus of the group that the draft comes off a little harsh and 
bureaucratic, and that we need to balance the need to protect the fabric 
of our historic downtown with the reality that most if not all owners of 
commercial buildings have very limited financial resources. 
 
The members talked about the “no vinyl windows” clause in particular.  
Byron commented that “there are vinyl windows, and then there are 
vinyl windows,” and that custom vinyl windows might be the best 
option in a particular situation when it is not practical to restore the 
existing windows.  As Burt said, “We would prefer [owners] to restore 
their windows, but if they have to replace, the new should look as much 
as possible like the old.” 
 
Another point of discussion was the need to find funding to help owners 
with their buildings.  The members were intrigued by Tom and Laurie 
Simmons’ suggestion that the HPC apply for a grant to restore/renovate 
several facades at once.  Marge volunteered to contact Estella Cole of 
History Colorado about whether there is another set of standards for 
older buildings beyond the Secretary’s Guidelines.  
 
The group agreed that the Saguache design review guidelines were not at 
the place where they could be gone over point by point and agreed 
upon.  Instead, members will do individual comments to Kate by August 
15.  She and Leslie will then work on a second draft. 

  
VII. Set next meeting 

 
VIII. Adjourn 

Byron moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:40; Rick seconded, and the 
motion passed unanimously. 


