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October 17, 2017 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 

Re:  Ravn Alaska Proposal Correction and Peninsula Airway’s Objection and Motion to Strike 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the City of Saint Paul, which is a Second Class City incorporated under the laws of the State 
of Alaska, we write in support of the October 13, 2017 decision of Department of Transportation (DOT) to 
accept Ravn Alaska’s correction to their original proposal.  As stated by DOT, the correction was technical 
and not substantive, and it is within the best interest of the community that DOT accept Ravn’s corrected 
proposal, despite the objection of Peninsula Airways filed on October 16, 2017.  

The purpose of Essential Air Service (EAS) process is to provide the opportunity for remote or isolated 
communities to have the best possible air service available – it is not to cater to self-serving agendas of any 
given airline.  Because Ravn’s corrected proposal does not change the level of service and is ONLY a 
correction to a mathematical calculation, it would be detrimental to the communities to not allow such 
change based only on the objection of a competing airline.  It is because of fairness and the need to obtain 
proposals that best serve the needs of the communities that DOT provided the opportunity to allow the other 
carriers to amend proposals that contained a technical error.  We support both the DOT’s decision to accept 
Ravn’s changes and to provide the other airlines the opportunity to make technical changes as well. 

The City thanks the DOT for allowing the submission and consideration of the best possible proposals.  The 
DOT should affirm its decision to allow Ravn’s correction and deny Peninsula Airway’s Motion to Strike. 

Sincerely, 

Simeon Swetzof, Jr. 
Mayor 

Cc. Phillip A. Zavadil, City Manager, City of Saint Paul
Saint Paul City Council
Amos	Philemonoff, President, Pribilof Islands Aleut Community of Saint Paul Island	
Phillip	Lestenkof,	President,	Central	Bering	Sea	Fishermen’s	Association


