
	

CITY OF SAINT PAUL 
100 GORBATCH STREET   PO BOX 901 
SAINT PAUL ISLAND, ALASKA 99660 
907-546-3100 (MAIN)   907-546-3188 (FAX) 
WWW.STPAULAK.COM    LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 

	

	

October 6, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mark A. Luiken, Commissioner 
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities 
State of Alaska 
P.O. Box 110020 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0020 
	

Re:  Saint Paul Island Aviation Services 
	

Dear Commissioner Luiken: 
 
On behalf of the community of St. Paul Island (SPI), we want to express our appreciation to you 
and your department for its interest in working with us to improve the level of aviation services 
received by SPI.  Thank you for the time you spent last week with our consultant, Mark Hickey, 
discussing recent developments and how to proceed. 

Our letter of August 29, 2017, to US DOT Secretary Elaine Chao discussed achieving service by 
an air carrier operating aircraft that could trigger both the need for Part 139 certification and an 
approved TSA security program.  We appreciate that letter caused some concerns for your 
department, which led to the letter of September 5, 2017, from DOT/PF Deputy Commissioner 
John Binder to US DOT. 

As a practical matter, the community understands getting service by a carrier that would trigger 
the TSA requirements is not likely given several issues.  We the think the TSA piece can be 
removed from the current discussion. 

Part 139 certification is the issue we need to focus on jointly, in a way like how your department 
is working to re-certificate the Sand Point airport for Part 139 purposes.  While the community 
recognizes a carrier could not begin Part 139 operations soon, we believe working together with a 
carrier we can achieve this within a 2-year period presented to the US DOT Essential Air Service 
staff. 

PenAir expressed an intent to pursue service to SPI with a Saab 2000 last spring.  This action 
would trigger the need for Part 139 certification as is the case in Sand Point.  We understand that 
PenAir initially suggested it might be able to pursue operations to SPI with the Saab 2000 using a 
seat configuration of less than 30 seats, which could eliminate the need for Part 139 certification.  
We have been informed by Danny Seybert, PenAir President and CEO, that idea has been 
dismissed as uneconomic. 



Based on the initial interest expressed by PenAir last spring that would have triggered Part 139, an 
initial meeting occurred between myself for City of Saint Paul and Harold Kremer who oversees 
the St. Paul Airport for the department.  The purpose of that meeting was to begin discussions 
about what it takes to achieve Part 139 certification.  The department brought up the Sand Point 
efforts as a “model” to achieve the desired result at SPI. 

SPI has an ARFF vehicle on the Island.  We are working to ensure it is fully operational.  We have 
an emergency response vessel that could be part of the Airport Water Rescue Plan. Without 
proposing how quickly we could jointly achieve Part 139 certification for the St. Paul Airport, we 
wanted you to understand that several pieces are already in place and the community is prepared 
to participate in providing resources.  It is reasonable to suggest that it could be done within a two-
year timeframe. 

We suggest it would be wise for the community and the department to coordinate prior to any 
formal response to the proposals that will be sent to US DOT by either party.  We understand Mark 
Hickey discussed this idea with you last week.  Proposals are now due on October 10, 2017. 

We also wish to request a meeting with you in person if possible after the proposals are received, 
but before either party sends in its formal response about these proposals.  Mark Hickey will be in 
touch to make arrangements. 

Attached is a letter dated September 18, 2017, to SPI Mayor Simeon Swetzof from US DOT 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aviation and International Affairs Susan McDermott.  She 
indicates that John Binder’s letter of September 5, 2017 supports a conclusion “that service with 
more than 30-seat aircraft is not feasible because of the expenses associated with upgrading the 
airport”.  We don’t think that statement is a correct reading of Mr. Binder’s letter.  Unfortunately, 
as Mark Hickey previously discussed in his meeting with you, we’re facing an incorrect 
understanding with US DOT staff that needs to be corrected.  

Thank you for your time and review of this letter.  We know you’ve already received a copy of the 
SPI Aviation Services Prospectus we prepared in early September.  If there are any questions you 
can contact one of us, or Mark Hickey, SPI’s aviation consultant, at (907) 723-8574. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Phillip A . Zavadil 
City Manager 
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