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Mr. Kevin Schlemmer 

Chief, Essential Air Service Division 

Office of Aviation Analysis 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC  20590 

 

Re:  Essential Air Service at St. Paul (SNP) 

 

 

Dear Mr. Schlemmer,  

 

The St. Paul community expressed the desire to have air service that exceeds 60 passenger seats.  

To facilitate an operation of this size, FAA would require the airport to have a Federal Aviation 

Regulations (FAR) Part 139 certification program, and the Transportation Security 

Administration (TSA) would require St. Paul airport to establish a security program.  Both 

programs are complicated and require substantial resources to stand-up and manage. 

 

To meet Part 139 requirements, St. Paul airport would need several capital improvement projects, 

an FAA approved Airport Certification Manual, a water rescue program that would include 

purchasing water rescue equipment, an emergency plan, and substantial employee training. 

 

An airport in Alaska that receives aircraft with over 60 passenger seats must have a category III 

security program adopted and implemented.  This would include airport access media, training, 

auditing, complete perimeter fencing, and airport access gates.  Furthermore, TSA would need to 

have a place to screen passengers.  The current terminal is approximately only 500 square feet, 

which is too small to house TSA operations at the St. Paul airport. 

 

Once the airport put in place the necessary Part 139 and TSA programs and infrastructure, the St. 

Paul airport would have to pass an FAA inspection to determine if the airport could in fact be in 

compliance with all of the FAA and TSA standards.  Without considering funding sources, an 

optimistic timeline for this process would be about two years. 

 

While it is imperative to keep scheduled air service for the St. Paul community, an EAS 

solicitation that includes an aircraft with more than 30 passenger seats is not feasible at this time.   
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September 5, 2017 

Letter to Kevin Schlemmer 

Re: EAS at St. Paul 

 

 

The State of Alaska continues to assert in general that the local organizations and residents are 

best positioned to comment to EAS on particular air carriers and schedules. 

 

I respectfully thank US DOT for your continued support of EAS in Alaska, and urge you to give 

due consideration to our comments regarding service at St. Paul, Alaska. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

John R. Binder III, C.M. 

Deputy Commissioner 

 


