
Proceedings of the City Council Meeting 

Williamsburg, Kansas 

May 1, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 
 
The City of Williamsburg Kansas met in regular session on May 1, 2017. 

Those present: Mayor Jon Horne, Council Member Worden, Council Member Stover, Council Member Norton and 

Council Member Rhoads. 

Absent: Council Member Tipton 

Guests present:  Commissioner Rick Howard, JR Harris, Fran Bennett, Lou Coppoc, Elston Horne, Bruce Rockhold 

Deputy Altic, Lori Clifton, and Ken Hagenback. 

Minutes take by: Dealy Sims 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Horne who thanked everyone for coming this evening. City 

Clerk Sims took roll call. Council Member Tipton was absent.  

1.0 Public Forum 

Commissioner Howard: Commissioner Howard informed the Council that the County Commissioners have 

decided on a name for the new industrial park. It will be named Proximity Park. They are also still working with 

the auditor, County Administrator, and County Clerk on the County budget. They also will be doing chip and 

seal on some of the roads in the County, but will probably be on the north side and will not affect Williamsburg.  

JR Harris: Mr. Harris informed the Council that in the changing out of the meter setters he learned that there is 

not a shut off valve at the main line at the Corner of Dane and William. He stated that in the original design of 

the water system, that was included, but it never got completed. So if you have to shut off half the town to be 

able to repair anything in that area. He suggested that the Council maybe look into putting a shut off valve there 

in the future.  

Lou Coppoc: Mr. Coppoc informed the Council that the spraying of the football field had taken place, but he 

felt that they needed to use a stronger spray. He is not sure that it will kill it all. He also informed the Council 

that Waverly Middle School had contacted him on perhaps getting the hurdles that are in the garage at the east 

end of the football field. He said it was up to the Council if they wanted to donate them, sell them, or keep 

them. There are approximately 10 hurdles in the garage. Then he thanked the Council for all the hard work that 

they all do. 

Fran Bennett: Mr. Bennett informed the Council that there was nothing to report from District 12.  

Elston Horne: Mr. Horne informed the Council that the City of Ottawa had come to town to do some work on 

the south lift station. Mayor Horne informed the Council that Council Member Rhoads called him about there 

being a lot of water in the ditch by her place. They originally thought that it was a water leak, but after the test 

was performed by Mr. Elston Horne it was determined that it was not. Mayor Horne then contacted Mr. Harris 

and asked for his assistance in this. Mr. Harris checked the manhole and it was full. There was an issue from the 

manhole to the south lift station. Mr. Harris could not fix it so Mayor Horne contacted the City of Ottawa. They 

came out in less than an hour and unplugged the line. There was a lot of corrosion build up in the line. Once the 

new sewer system is put in, this problem should not happen again. Mr. Elston Horne informed the Council that 

with the heavy rainfall we were in bypass. He also said that the lagoons have been sprayed for the year.  

Bruce Rockhold: Nothing 

Lori Clifton: Mrs. Clifton asked the Council if they would consider putting gravel on the alley way behind her 

house. Her neighbor drives a school bus and it is putting a lot of ruts in there and is starting to get dangerous 

when walking because of them.   

Deputy Altic: Deputy Altic informed the Council that if they have any summer time events, parades or even 

Jayhawker Days and they wanted a little more visibility from the Sherriff’s department to let them know and 

they could arrange to have an officer come out.  

Ken Hagenback: Mr. Hagenback informed the Council that Mr. Coppoc had been on the Library board of 

Trustee and his term had expired. According to the bylaws of the Library, Mr. Coppoc cannot be reappointed 

for a year. He said the he had done a great job and will be missed on the Board. He also stated that the bylaws 

state that there is to be a representative that attends the City Council meetings. Mr. Coppoc used to be that 

person, but the duties have now been given to Mr. Hagenback. He thanked the City Council for all the support 

that they give to the Library and wanted to give them an update because there were a lot of great things going 

on. He informed them that they do a story hour for the preschoolers and there are approximately 30 kids that 

attend that. They do an afterschool activity for the school age kids and there are approximately 15 kids that 

attend that. They did a program over the winter of game night where people could come in and play board 

games or cards. They are also hosting a tiny art gallery and displaying local resident’s art projects. They are 



currently working with the area schools in doing an end of year showcase for the art project that the kids have 

done. They are working on getting books and magazines that you can check out on your E-reader or I-pad. They 

are going to be open for alumni weekend only this time the open times will be closer to the dinner time as 

requested from several people last year. There are some new and great ideas coming from the new board 

members and things are going great. If any of them have any questions, he would be happy to answer them.  

2.0 Approval of Agenda:  

2.1  Amend the Agenda: Mayor Horne added to New Business 6.8 Use of the Ag Lot, 6.9 Insurance, 6.10 

Rock in Alleyway, 6.11 Hurdles, 6.12 Water Valve Issue. Council Member Rhoads added to New Business 

6.13 Gavel on South Street. Council Member Norton made a motion to accept the agenda as amended. 

Seconded by Council Member Stover. Motion passed 4-0. 

3.0 Approval of the Minutes 

3.1 Approve Previous Regular Meeting Minutes (April 3, 2017): Council Member Norton made a motion to 

approve the April 3, 2017 regular meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Stover. Motion passed 

4-0. 

4.0 Treasurer’s Financial Report 

4.1 Financial Report: Mr. Rockhold informed the Council that all financial statements have reconciled and we 

had not yet received the bank statement for May.   

4.2 April 2017: Council Member Worden made a motion to accept the April treasurers report. Seconded by 

Council Member Stover. Motion passed 4-0. 

4.3 May 2017: Council Member Worden made a motion to table the May treasurer report due to no bank 

statement at this time. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion passed 4-0. 

5.0 Old Business 

5.1 Street Discussions: Mayor Horne reminded the Council that they had hired Harris Construction to fix the 

streets. That has been completed. He has bladed them all twice and in some places three times. He also 

informed them that on South Street it is lower than the ditch which is causing the water to stay on the 

streets and is causing issues but all the other streets are in pretty good condition. Discussions took place on 

the rock that is left over and the budget for Special Highways. Council Member Stover made a motion to 

allow Harris Construction to put rock on South Street. Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion 

passed 4-0. 

5.2 Sidewalk Project around City Park: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he had received pricing 

from Builders Choice and Penny’s Concrete for the concrete for the sidewalk project. He went over the 

pricing that he was given. Builders Choice was $117 per yard with a 30-yard minimum to open on Saturday 

but they would not open memorial weekend and there is a 4-yard minimum to deliver. Penny’s Concrete 

was $126 per yard with a $8.00 per yard addition to deliver on Saturday’s and a minimum of 6 yards to 

deliver. If you have the truck over an hour there is a $1.50 per minute charge as well. He suggested to the 

Council that he would like to wait until after Jayhawker Day’s to do this project due to the fact he didn’t 

want to have everything all torn up during it. Council Member Norton made a motion to table this topic 

until after Jayhawker Day’s in June. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 

5.3 HVAC System at Library: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the A/C unit at the library is not 

working at all. They have switched it over to the secondary unit which will be ok until summer hits then it 

will not be able to keep up. He reminded them that it is a City owned building and they are going to need to 

do something soon. Discussions took place on the past discussions and the specifics. Council Member 

Norton made a motion to allow Mayor Horne to get quotes again from Adamson Brothers and Modern Air 

and to call a special meeting after those are gathered. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion 

passed 4-0. 

5.4 Continuation of Shelter House Discussion: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he had received 

quotes from QSI on the Shelter House that the Williamsburg Recreation Commission is wanting to put in 

the park. QSI informed Mayor Horne that the current shelter house is not structurally sound to be able to do 

anything with. There is no way to modify it because of that. The only options would be to go over the top 

of the existing one, to tear down the existing one, of to do nothing and leave it. Discussions took place on 

this topic. Council Member Norton made a motion to allow the Williamsburg Recreation Commission to 

proceed with a shelter house in the park but not tear down the existing shelter house and have a special 

meeting with the members of the Williamsburg Recreation Commission to decide on the location. 

Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 

 

 

 



6.0 New Business 

6.1 Yearly Appointments: Mayor Horne made his recommendation for the following appointments and were 

all accepted by the Council. 

City Clerk – Dealy Sims – Motion made to accept by Council Member Worden. 

Seconded by Council Member Stover. Motion passed 4-0. 

City Treasurer – Bruce Rockhold - Motion made to accept by Council Member 

Stover. Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion passed 4-0. 

City Attorney – Pat Walsh - Motion made to accept by Council Member Stover. 

Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion passed 4-0. 

Building Inspector – Troy Ifland - Motion made to accept by Council Member 

Stover. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion passed 4-0. 

Wholesale 12 Water Board Williamsburg Representative – Fran Bennett – Motion to 

accept made by Council Member Norton. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. 

Motion passed 4-0 

Official Depository–Kansas State Bank, Ottawa- Motion made to accept by Council 

Member Stover. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion passed 4-0. 

Official City Newspaper – Ottawa Herald - Motion made to accept by Council 

Member Stover. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion passed 4-0. 

 

6.2 President of the Council: Mayor Horne informed the Council that they needed to decide on a Council 

President. This person would need to be ready to fill in as Mayor when the Mayor is not available or if the 

Mayor should step out of position for any reason. Council Member Norton made a motion for Council 

Member Worden to be the Council President. Seconded by Council Member Stover. Motion passed 3-1 

with Council Member Worden abstaining.   

6.3 Library Board Member Appointments: Council Member Stover made a motion to appoint Mr. Elston 

Horne to the Williamsburg Community Library Board of Trustee. Seconded by Council Member Norton. 

Motion passed 4-0. 

Council Member Norton made a motion to appoint Ms. Sharon Woods to the Williamsburg Community 

Library Board of Trustee. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.4 Auditor Quote: Mayor Horne reminded the Council that according to KDHE because we had received 

funds from the state that we a required to complete an audit by September 30, 2017. The Council had 

requested that City Clerk Sims get a quote from Mr. Stephen Connelly. The quote received was included in 

the Council packets. Discussions took place on this topic. Council asked Mayor Horne and City Clerk Sims 

to contact the references provided and have for the special meeting that will be scheduled. Council Member 

Worden made a motion to table this topic. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.5 Spraying of the Lagoons: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the Lagoons have been sprayed by 

Asplundh. They also sprayed some places around town as well. Mr. Kenny Messick is spraying the other 

areas that need to be done.  

6.6 Spraying of Musk Thistles and Lespedeza outside of Lagoon Area: Mayor Horne informed the Council 

that he was stopped by Mr. Troester who owns the property west of the lagoon area. He informed Mayor 

Horne that the musk thistles and the lespedeza that is on the City property is spreading on to his land and he 

is requesting that the City spray for that so it will not continue to spread. Mayor Horne asked Mr. Elston 

Horne about it and Mr. Horne said that he didn’t see any on City property. Mayor Horne said that he would 

investigate this more and keep the Council informed.  

6.7 Fuel Purchase: Council Member Rhoads made a motion to purchase fuel from Ottawa Coop. Seconded by 

Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.8 Use of Ag Lot: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he received a request from Mr. Matt Froggatte and 

Mr. Elston Horne to use the Ag lot to put cattle on during the summer time since the school will not have 

anything on that lot. Since it is City property, it is Council decision to allow. Discussions took place on that 

topic. Council Member Stover made a motion to allow Mr. Froggatte and Mr. Horne to use the Ag lot 

during the summer. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.9 Insurance: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the insurance has been renewed and it has increased in 

the amount by $985. There is some additional insurance that has been added this year, but it was strongly 

recommended by EMC which is our insurance provided. Mayor Horne also stated that other cities are 

seeing an increase as well. Discussions took place on this topic. Council Member Norton made a motion to 

accept the insurance renewal and bill. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 



6.10 Rock in Alley: Council Member Norton made a motion to allow Harris Construction to put rock in the 

alley between 128 South Center and 119 S. Dane. Seconded by Council Member Rhoads. Motion passed 4-

0.  

6.11 Hurdles: Council Member Norton made a motion to donate the hurdles in the garage at the football field to 

Waverly Middle School. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.12 Water Valve Issue: Mayor Horne reminded the Council that Mr. Harris with Harris Construction informed 

them that there is no main shut off valve on the west side of town. He suggested that one be installed on the 

south side corner of William Street and Dane Street. Discussions took place on this topic. Council Member 

Worden made a motion to have Mr. Harris bring a price to the next regular Council meeting and to table 

this topic until then. Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.13 Gravel on South Street: Mayor Horne reminded the Council that this topic was discussed in item 5.1.  

6.14 Other Items: Mr. Harris informed the Council that 2 of the meter setters that were replaced we the very 

old ones. He suggested that the Council think about a plan to replace the rest of them before there are 

issues.  

Council Member Stover was inquiring about KwiKom putting a hot spot in the park and if that had been 

completed yet. Mayor Horne said he didn’t think that it had been done yet, but had not heard anything 

either so he would find out and let the Council know.  

Mayor Horne reminded the Council that if they are choosing to run for Council again that the deadline is 

June 1st, 2017 and there is a $20 fee. He also stated that they would have to do it through the County Clerk 

because the rules have changed and the City Clerk is no longer able to take them. There are 3 seats coming 

open.  

7.0 Executive Session:  

7.1 Executive Session for non-elected personnel: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he did not have the 

information yet for this topic and that no executive session was needed.  

8.0 Authorization to Pay Bills 

8.1 Pay the Bills: Council Member Worden made a motion to pay all the bills. Seconded by Council Member 

Rhoads. Motion passed 4-0. 

9.0 Adjourn Meeting next regular meeting June 5, 2017: Council Member Norton made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:19pm. Seconded by Council Member Worden Motion passed 4-0. 

 


