
Proceedings of the City Council Meeting 

Williamsburg, Kansas 

February 6, 2017 

7:00 p.m. 
 
The City of Williamsburg Kansas met in regular session on February 6, 2017. 

Those present: Mayor Jon Horne, Council Member Worden, Council Member Tipton, Council Member Norton and 

Council Member Stover. 

Absent: Council Member Rhoads. 

Guests present:  Rick Howard, Bruce Rockhold, JR Harris, Lisa Vencel, Fran Bennett, and Sherriff Richards. 

Minutes take by: Dealy Sims 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Horne who thanked everyone for coming this evening. City 

Clerk Sims took roll call. Council Member Rhoads was absent.  

1.0 Public Forum 

Bruce Rockhold: Nothing 

JR Harris: Nothing. 

Rick Howard: Mr. Howard informed the Council that the County Commissioners have hired an administrator. 

There have also been discussions regarding the Holiday Inn that is looking at building in Ottawa and the 

Asphalt Plant as well. Many patrons are disagreeing with some of the decisions that the Commissioners are 

talking about but after the current work sessions, they may have come to a conclusion that will make most 

everyone involved happy. They have sent it all to the planning commission.  

Fran Bennett: Nothing to report. 

Lisa Vencel: Mrs. Vencel introduced herself to the Council. She informed them that she has recently moved 

into the RV park in town. They have been working to get it all cleaned up and the culvert on the property is very 

rusted. She would like to know if there is anything that the City could do to possibly help. Mayor Horne 

informed her that the resident is responsible for purchasing the culvert and the City will take care of the labor to 

put it in. Mrs. Vencel requested that the culvert on the South and East Street is still in really good condition and 

they are not utilizing it in any way and would like for it to be moved. The culvert that is needing to be replaced 

is in a City alley way. Discussions took place on this topic. Council Member Tipton made a motion to allow 

Harris construction to move the good culvert to replace the rusted culvert and the City pay for the labor. 

Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion passed 4-0. 

Sheriff Richards: Mayor Horne informed Sheriff Richards that the City is currently working on a ATV / UTV 

/ golf cart ordinance and once it is all complete a copy will be sent to him. Mayor Horne also asked Sheriff 

Richards to discuss in person a little more on the Sheriff’s Foundation. Sheriff Richards informed the Council 

that this organization is a 501C3 nonprofit. The funds that are donated would support public education and other 

services that would not be able to be provided with just the budget that the Sheriff’s office has now. For 

example, the D.A.R.E. camp and Sam Smith scholarship. It is currently being managed by EKAN with a group 

of community members as its board for a civilian oversite of funds to make sure it is spent in the correct manor. 

There are some donations that are specifically for certain programs such as recent donation to the K-9 

department. They want this foundation to be very transparent and for education purposes. This is not used for 

operations unless it is specifically specified by the donor such as the donation to the K-9 department. The goal 

is to raise enough funds that there can be a scholarship given to each high school in the County. Last year they 

were only able to give out 2. He was not sure if there were any other cities that donated funds to this program. 

He suggested speaking with Lisa Johnson because she is the Board President. Sheriff Richards answered 

questions from the Council on this topic. Mayor Horne thanked him for the information.  

2.0 Approval of Agenda:  

2.1  Amend the Agenda: Mayor Horne added 5.4 Senior Housing to old business and 6.6 Signing of papers 

for wastewater project to New Business. Council Member Norton added 6.7 Municipal Court to new 

Business.  Council Member Norton made a motion to accept the agenda as amended. Seconded by Council 

Member Tipton. Motion passed 4-0. 

3.0 Approval of the Minutes 

3.1 Approve Previous Regular Meeting Minutes (January 2, 2017): Council Member Norton made a 

motion to approve the January 2, 2017 regular meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Stover. 

Motion passed 4-0. 



3.2 Approve Previous Special Meeting Minutes (January 5, 2017): Council Member Stover made a motion 

to approve the January 5, 2017 special meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion 

passed 4-0.  

3.3 Approve Previous Special Meeting Minutes (January 24, 2017): Council Member Worden made a 

motion to approve the January 24, 2017 special meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Stover. 

Motion passed 4-0. 

3.4 Approve Previous Special Meeting Minutes (February 1, 2017): Council Member Stover made a motion 

to approve the February 1, 2017 special meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion 

passed 4-0. 

4.0 Treasurer’s Financial Report 

4.1 Financial Report: Mr. Rockhold informed the Council that all financial statements have reconciled and we 

had not yet received the bank statement for January. He did point out that he had made a couple of notes on 

the bottom of the bank statement and explained his notes.  

4.2 January 2017: Council Member Worden made a motion to accept the January treasurers report. Seconded 

by Council Member Norton. Motion passed 4-0. 

4.3 February 2017: Council Member Tipton made a motion to table the February treasurer report due to no 

bank statement at this time. Seconded by Council Member Stover. Motion passed 4-0. 

4.4 Year End Reports: City Clerk Sims informed the Council that all of the yearend financial reports were 

included in the Council packets. The books are officially closed for 2016. They are ready to be audited. 

Discussions took place on the audit. Council Member Stover made a motion to accept the end of year 

closing report for 2016. Seconded by Council Member Norton. Motion passed 4-0. 

5.0 Old Business 

5.1 Department of Labor Inspection: Mayor Horne reminded the Council that the Department of Labor was 

going to be coming for an inspection. They did come in and found 2 items that needed to be fixed. One was 

the gas barrels needed to be marked with a no smoking sign and there needs to be exit signs on all the doors 

in the City Hall office. He informed them that all went well and a copy of the report was included in the 

Council packet.  

5.2 ATV / UTV / Gold Cart Ordinance: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he received some 

information from the League and also from surrounding cities on this topic. It is about 12 pages long. He is 

going to go through all of the information that he has and see if he can’t come up with something for the 

Council to review at the next meeting. Council Member Stover made a motion to table this topic until the 

March meeting. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 4-0. 

5.3 City Truck Discussion: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he had spoken with Steve at Advantage 

Ford in Ottawa. Steve suggested that the Council consider buying a new truck instead of an old one because 

there are big discounts that are given for municipalities. He said that a new truck would be around 

$27,000.00 Mayor Horne will continue to look around for more options.  

5.4 Senior Housing: Mayor Horne explained to the Council that after the last meeting that the council voted 

not to proceed with the Senior Housing project, he reached out to Mr. Canton to inform him of the decision. 

Mr. Canton asked Mayor Horne if there was any way that we could work together to correct the contract to 

where the City was more protected. Mayor Horne spoke with the City attorney to get his opinion on it. Mr. 

Walsh informed Mayor Horne that he did not have much experience with these kind of dealings and 

recommended that Mayor Horne speak with another attorney and suggested Mr. Rick Godderz. Mr. 

Godderz informed Mayor Horne that Burlingame is involved in a similar project and there are things that 

the City can put in the contract to protect them. Mayor Horne asked the Council if they wanted him to 

continue to move forward with the contract wording with Mr. Godderz. He did inform the Council that this 

would need to take place in just a couple of weeks because of the time restraints so there would need to be 

a special meeting planned for it. Discussions took place on this topic. Council Member Worden made a 

motion to allow Mayor Horne to work with Mr. Rick Godderz and Mr. Canton to revise the contract and 

bring back to the Council for approval. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 3-1 with 

Council Member Stover being a Nay vote.  

 

 

6.0 New Business 

6.1 Water Issues out North: Mayor Horne informed the Council that Wholesale 12 called him and stated that 

when they read the meter we had used more the 100,000 gallons than usual. Mayor Horne then notified 

Harris Construction and asked if they could investigate this issue. They were able to find that there was a 



leak on the north line on California Road. There is a hydrant that is there and the valve in the hydrant was 

bad. Harris Construction was able to repair the line and put in a 2” blow off instead of a regular hydrant 

because the cost was much cheaper and there was not a need for a regular one. Discussions took place on 

this topic. 

6.2 Approval of Resolution 2-6-17-01: Mayor Horne informed the Council that this resolution was regarding 

the changing of the short term financing on the wastewater project and that a copy had been included in the 

Council packets. Council Member Norton made a motion to approve Resolution 2-6-17-01, Seconded by 

Council Member Stover. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.3 Approval of Resolution 2-6-17-02: Mayor Horne informed the Council that this resolution was regarding 

the condemnation of the easement needed for the sewer project. Council Member Tipton made a motion to 

approve Resolution 2-6-17-02. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.4 Street Discussion: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he had been getting several complaints 

regarding the roads. The Council needs to get a plan together to get them fixed. Discussions took place on 

this topic. The Council asked Council Member Stover if he could come up with a game plan for fixing the 

streets by the next meeting. Council Member Stover agreed. Council Member Tipton made a motion to 

purchase 2 loads of road rock for one to be put on the alley way behind City Hall and one behind the City 

lot east of City Hall. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.5 Sidewalk around Park: Mayor Horne reminded the Council that just because we were not able to keep the 

grant for the sidewalk project, the Council still needs to make a plan to move forward on replacing the 

sidewalks and improving the town. He suggested that perhaps they start with the sidewalk around the City 

park. It may not be as expensive as they think to do some of the flat areas. Mayor Horne will continue to 

look for different ways of getting funding for that project. Discussions took place on this topic. Council 

Member Tipton made a motion to allow Mayor Horne to get some quotes for replacing the sidewalks 

around city park. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.6 Signing of Paper for Wastewater Project: Council Member Norton made a motion to allow Mayor Horne 

sign all the necessary paperwork for changing the sort term financing for the waste water project. Seconded 

by Council member Worden. Motion passed 4-0. 

6.7 Municipal Court: Council Member Norton asked Mayor Horne if there had been any more discussions 

with the other cities regarding one municipal court. He also inquired about the information that the Mayor 

of Rantoul had given about how to handle the situations in town. His concerns were that it is almost spring 

and he really wanted something in place before then. Mayor Horne informed the Council that he was trying 

to get ahold of the Mayor of Ottawa because she wanted to host the next round table discussion, but they 

had been unable to talk yet. Mayor Horne said he would put this topic on the next agenda and hopefully 

will have more information then.  

7.0 Authorization to Pay Bills 

7.1 Pay the Bills: Discussions took place on the bill from Sunflower Design. Council Member Tipton made a 

motion to pay the bills except for the Sunflower Design bill. Seconded by Council Member Worden. 

Motion passed 4-0. 

8.0 Adjourn Meeting next regular meeting March 6, 2017: Council Member Tipton made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:53pm. Seconded by Council Member Norton Motion passed 4-0. 

 


