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What is the SDAT? 

The Sustainable Design Assessment Team (SDAT) program, sponsored by 

the American Institute of Architects (AIA), is an interdisciplinary community 

assistance program that focuses on principles of sustainability by bringing 

multidisciplinary teams of professionals (such as architects, urban designers, 

landscape architects, planners, hydrologists, economists, attorneys, and 

others) to work with community decision-makers and stakeholders to help 

them develop a vision and framework for a sustainable future.  These 

nationally-recognized professionals are DONATING their time and expertise. 

The SDAT program upholds the AIA design assistance team values of: 

 a multidisciplinary approach 

 objectivity of all participating team members 

 use of public processes and forums. 

What is the SDAT Process? 

During their first visit, the team leaders met with local experts and 

representatives of local stakeholder organizations to pool as much 

information – data, ideas, suggestions, comments, preferences, etc. – as 

possible. 

Based on this scoping visit, the leaders chose which other national experts 

make up the SDAT.  This team is studying Brigham City’s situation, and will 

return July 29-31 to run public workshops to develop the City’s vision for the 

future of north Main Street.  The progress and implementation of this plan 

will be monitored by the SDAT for a full year after its presentation. 

How did the grant come about? 

Brigham City applied for the grant.  Brigham City is one of only five 

communities across the nation to receive an SDAT grant in 2019.  North 

Main Street is one of Mayor Vincent’s priorities.  In order to create a vision 

for the corridor that will guide the City’s efforts over the coming years, it 

was determined that the SDAT program was a good fit.  The City applied to 

the AIA, and our application was accepted.   

What is the goal of the SDAT? 

The goal is to create a collective, workable, and sustainable vision for the 

future of north Main Street.  It will be consistent with the City’s General 

Plan, and will provide guidance for the City’s efforts in the future. 
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Why was Brigham City chosen? 

From Erin Simmons of AIA, “The AIA was excited to learn about Brigham 

City’s assets as outlined in the SDAT application and can easily recognize the 

great potential embodied in the historic Main Street corridor.  The team is 

looking forward to working with members of the community to develop a 

vision for its future.” 

What is the cost to the community?  

Almost nothing.  The SDAT is a volunteer effort by the American Institute of 

Architects (AIA).  The SDAT professionals donate their services for free.  The 

AIA donates $15,000 for expenses.  The City will provide $5,000 to cover any 

additional expenses.   

What to expect? 

MONDAY, JULY 29 

Morning and afternoon: Tour of the north Main Street corridor, 
team meetings with local officials and stakeholders.  
Evening: Town Hall meeting at the Brigham Academy Center, 58 N. 

Main Street, 6:00 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JULY 30 
Work day for the team 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 31 

Morning and afternoon: Team working session 

Evening: Presentation of findings to the community, Brigham 

Academy Center, 58 N. Main Street, 6:00 p.m. 

 

The Brigham Academy Center at 58 N. Main Street will be the headquarters 

for the SDAT and the public meetings and presentations will be held there. 

What kind of grant is this? 

The AIA will contribute $15,000 to cover expenses and an estimated 

$25,000 to $300,000 in donated professional consulting time.  This is not a 

cash grant. 

 

 

F
A

Q
s
 



Brigham City   
North Main Street SDAT (Sustainable Design Assessment Team) | www.bcutah.org/SDAT  

 

  

Where can I find results of SDATs in other communities? 

Locally, Tremonton at www.tremontoncity.org/government/plans/main-

street/, and Cache Valley at 

www.brikbase.org/sites/default/files/sdat_aias078149_cachevalley_2005.pdf.  

Other SDAT results, as well as general information about the program, are 

available at www.aia.org/pages/2901-sustainable-design-assessment-team-

program-sd.   

There have been many community forums over the years.  How 

will this program differ? 

The SDAT process builds on all the previous community forums.  This is 

where the rubber hits the road and ideas become action.  The preliminary 

team was impressed with the enormous amount of work that had already 

been done and the level of community involvement.  In fact, this was 

mentioned as one of the reasons our town was selected above other 

applicants.  The team looks forward to putting its experience in consensus-

building, community-driven, and transparent processes to reach a collective 

workable vision for north Main Street. 

Where will the money come from to implement suggested 

plans? 

The team may recommend financing sources.  Previous SDATs have 

generated millions of dollars through a variety of funding sources including 

public and private grants and investment. 

What are the geographic limits of the project? 

The project focuses on north Main Street from 100 N. to 900 N., however 

the team understands that the corridor cannot be considered in a vacuum.  

Other segments of Main Street and other areas of the City have an influence 

on, and are influenced by, north Main Street.  These connections will be 

considered as part of the project. 

How can I be involved? 

Spread the word about the event.  Come to the SDAT town hall on July 29 

and the open house on July 31.  Meet the team.  Share your ideas.  Make 

your voice heard and then get ready to roll up your sleeves.  
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