
BRIGHAM CITY  
URBAN BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION 
Minutes for WEDNESDAY, January 9, 2019 
 
Present: Evan Nelson, Chair 

Beth Allen, Commission Member  
Marie Black, Vice-Chair 
Eileen Bradbury, Commission Member 
Kris Nelson, Commission Member 
Karen Nisonger, Commission Member  

 
City Staff: Ruth Jensen, Council Member  

Tyler Pugsley, Public Works Director 
 Tony Ekins, Assistant Planner/Code Services Coordinator 

Jolene Crockett, Administrative Assistant 
 

Excused: Sharon Griggs, Commission Member 
 
Election of New Chair/Vice-Chair 
A motion was made by Beth Allen to nominate Evan Nelson as Chair, second by Karen 
Nisonger, motioned passed unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Marie Black to nominate Karen Nisonger for Vice-Chair, second 
by Kris Nelson, motion passed unanimously.  
 
New Members Introduction  
The Commission members took a moment to introduce themselves to Eileen Bradbury 
our newest member.  Commission Bradbury stated that she had a degree in Ornamental 
Horticulture.  She said that she loves gardening and everything involved with it. 
   
Review – Approved Shade Tree List 
Chair Nelson stated that he had taken on the assignment of updating the Approved Shade 
Tree list. He explained some trees were no longer available that were on the current list.  
He looked at other cities and what their lists looked like. He said what the group is 
looking at is a draft, mostly based on what he saw from Salt Lake City.  Those items that 
are bolded are added.  He crossed out some as they were moved to another category.  He 
looked at Lehi, Provo, American Fork, and South Jordan.  He felt it was somewhat 
subjective.  Other cities had different width categories.  He did modify our width 
category. However, he would defer to Director Pugsley and Supervisor Abraham on this.  
 
Director Pugsley stated that he likes that the list expands the choices and provides us with 
a variety.  Chair Nelson wondered if we should include a statement that any new tree 
would require the approval of the City Forester.  Ms. Crockett stated that in her 
conversations with the public she will encourage the homeowner to discuss with their 
nursery and come back with a choice (when it is not on the list).  She explained that the 
tree then goes to the City Forester for approval.  Most are fine with this process.  Director 
Pugsley stated that he would want an asterisk at the bottom of the fruit tree that only 
sterile fruit trees would be acceptable. 
 
 



Commissioner Bradbury stated what about stating persistent fruit variety?  Director 
Pugsley said this would be fine or state it would need to be approved by the City Forester. 
 
Councilmember Jensen asked if the price point for trees are good.  Director Pugsley 
stated it is usually handled by the caliper of the tree.  
 
Chair Nelson asked Director Pugsley if there are problems with sycamores in the park 
strip.  Director Pugsley said he does not have a problem although he has been approached 
by residents to have sycamore’s removed.  They are a messy, dirty tree. But, sycamores 
will need to be added to the list. 
 
Director Pugsley said Chair Nelson has put a lot of time into this list.  We could vote now 
or wait until February.  Commissioner Allen said she would like to approve the list as 
amended.  Mr. Ekins asked about the temperature zones and he doesn’t know the 
difference between Brigham and Lehi, so to speak.  Chair Nelson said Cache Valley was 
a 4 and then split between 4A/4B.  Commissioner Bradbury stated we are a 5.  Director 
Pugsley said most of the trees on the list are excellent for our zone. 
 
Commissioner Bradbury asked if it would be ok to wait one more month to approve the 
list to provide time for review.  The group agreed. 
 
Motion failed for lack of a second. 
 
Update Downtown Main Street Tree Grant 
Supervisor Abraham said we planted 92 trees and all are thriving, with no issues.  
Commissioner Allen said it was an impressive job.  Director Pugsley said Supervisor 
Abraham’s crews did an excellent job.  The concrete was broken and irrigation replaced, 
it was a big job.  He also said we have a better irrigation system because of wat the crews 
did.   
 
Chair Nelson asked if the trees would be replaced every 20 years.  Supervisor Abraham 
said, yes.  He said we had so many problems with the maple trees. He agreed that it was a 
large job as we were handling our other duties at the same time. The State is very happy 
with the project. 
 
Chair Nelson asked about the trees at the complex.  Supervisor Abraham said we have 
had soil problems but they are overall doing well.  We had some that died.  Chair Nelson 
asked if we will replace these.  Director Pugsley said budget permitting. 
 
Arbor Day 
Chair Nelson provided information to our newest member on how Arbor Day works.  
Councilmember Jensen asked about Davis Park.  Director Pugsley said we are putting in 
a playground and will have the need for trees.  He would like everyone to put on their 
thinking caps and bring a suggestion for Arbor Day to the next meeting. 
 
Chair Nelson asked if there is a sign going in for the park.  Director Pugsley said yes, but 
we are going out for bid on a playground design.  It will be the same type of sign as 
Horsley Park, just smaller.   
 
Chair Nelson said this might be an opportunity to teach people how to plant trees.  Many 
people are not confident to plant a tree.  It would be nice to allow groups to participate in 
digging trees.  Director Pugsley stated we would need to look at the liability.  



 
Tree Removals 
Director Pugsley said requests come in year round.  We go out and check on the health 
and what the issue is. Once the leaves start falling and requests come in we don’t feel we 
can give a professional opinion unless we see dead limbs, etc.  In the fall we say wait 
until the trees bud out before we will look.  If there is a healthy tree the last thing we 
want to do is pull it out. 
 
Other: 
Chair Nelson said he was reading about Ogden City that they give trees away to their 
residents.  It’s done in the spring and as a first come first serve basis.  It is an effort to 
have more trees in their city.  Chair Nelson stated the City is probably not in a position to 
do this but possibly a future granting.  Supervisor Abraham said there are several cities 
that do this.  Director Pugsley said Rocky Mountain Power has programs with other 
cities, but we have our own power company. However, we can check into this. 
 
Councilmember Jensen asked what about contacting Niagara.  Director Pugsley said we 
can check with them. 
 
 
 


