
 

REGULAR SESSION OF THE 

BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

March 19, 2020 

 

PRESENT:  Tyler Vincent   Mayor  

   DJ Bott    Councilmember via conference phone 

   Alden Farr   Councilmember via conference phone 

   Joe Olson   Councilmember 

   Tom Peterson   Councilmember  

   Robin Troxell   Councilmember 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Mark Bradley   City Planner 

   Mike Christiansen  City Attorney 

   Paul Larsen   Community & Economic Development Director 

   Mike Nelsen   Police Chief 

   Jason Roberts   City Administrator & Acting Deputy City Recorder 

  

    

Mayor Vincent called the meeting to order. The Reverence Period was given by Deacon Karl Myersick of 

St. Henry Catholic Church. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2020 Special Council meeting 

and the March 5, 2020 Council meeting was made by Councilmember Bott, seconded by Councilmember 

Olson and unanimously approved as distributed. 

 

AGENDA 

 

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES 

 New Hire in Library 

CONSENT  

 Appointment to the Public Utility Advisory Board 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 Consideration of Ordinance Updating Title 25, Subdivisions 

SCHEDULED DELEGATION  

 Utopia Operational Update 

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Consideration of Ordinance Amending Title 29 Zoning, Chapter 29.14 Industrial Districts Allowing 

Exceptions for Cannabis Production Establishments in the M-D Zone  

 Consideration of Resolution Granting the Mayor Authority to Suspend Utility Shut-Offs During a 

Pandemic  

 Consideration of Ordinance Allowing for All Electronic Meetings  

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 Presentation of Annual Golf Course Report 

 

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES 

Elizabeth Martinez was recently hired as a part-time Library Clerk.  

 

CONSENT 

Appointment to the Public Utility Advisory Board 

Mike Galica was recommended for appointment to the Public Utility Advisory Board.  
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MOTION: A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilmember Olson 

seconded by Councilmember Bott and carried unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Consideration of Ordinance Updating Title 25, Subdivisions 

Mr. Bradley came to the table and stated that the Planning Commission held public hearings on January 21, 

2020 and February 4, 2020. There was an additional meeting held on March 3, 2020 to go over final 

changes. A recommendation was made to the City Council to approve the update subject to final review by 

the City Attorney and allowing minor changes for final formatting, grammar and code references. The 

update includes a reinstallation of the old Chapter 25.11 on design and construction standards which is now 

included in new Chapter 25.14. The Planning Commission’s motion for recommendation also included 

findings of fact which state that the updates aide in keeping City Code consistent with the 2017 General 

Plan. Mr. Bradley informed the Council that the planning consultant, Bruce Parker, who appeared via 

videoconference was available for questions.  

 

MOTION: A motion to open the Public Hearing was made by Councilmember Peterson 

seconded by Councilmember Olson and carried unanimously. 

 

DeAnna Hardy – Ms. Hardy commented on the protection of property owner rights.  

 

MOTION: A motion to close the Public Hearing was made by Councilmember Peterson, 

seconded by Councilmember Bott and carried unanimously. 

 

MOTION: A motion was made by Councilmember Bott to approve the Ordinance 

allowing for the updating of Title 25, Subdivisions. The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Peterson and carried unanimously. 

Councilmember Olson asked if the motion should include language regarding formatting 

and grammar. Mr. Bradley suggested that the Council could accept the Planning 

Commission’s recommendation and note the Findings of Fact with the approval. 

Councilmember Bott noted and accepted the additional language into the motion.  

Roll Call: 

Councilmember Bott – aye 

Councilmember Troxell – aye  

Councilmember Olson – aye 

Councilmember Peterson – aye 

Councilmember Farr – aye  

 

SCHEDULED DELEGATION 

Utopia Operational Update 

Due to technical difficulties with the presentation, Mr. Roberts suggested Mayor Vincent move to 

Councilmember comments.  

 

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

Councilmember Olson – commented on the response to COVID-19 and stated that the Boys and Girls Club 

is moving forward with a very thorough plan. He also mentioned citizen’s concerns about unemployment 

and referred to the State’s unemployment insurance program and the State’s Small Business Administration 

to help those affected.  

 

Councilmember Peterson – reported that there is a bill in the Legislature that will require closer tracking of 

building permits and inspections. He stated that the City will need to adopt those standards. He was 

enthusiastic about the good things happening at the Golf Course and optimistic for good weather and a good 

year. He said the Library Board cancelled their meeting due to COVID-19.  
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Councilmember Troxell – has communicated with Community Activities and Services and the Senior 

Center. They are delivering meals on wheels but have ended in-house activities. Councilmember Troxell 

will help with communication and public support. She re-assured citizens that the CDC has many 

emergency management plans in place.   

 

Councilmember Farr – had an opportunity to work with DJ and Robin at the last BINGO night. All other 

meetings were cancelled due to COVID-19. He expressed his appreciation for the work that is being done 

to keep the citizens safe.  

 

Councilmember Bott – visited the City staff meeting and was impressed at the free flow of ideas between 

Directors. He also appreciated their forethought in preparing the City to set standards and policies.  

 

Mayor Vincent – stated that the week was difficult and that we need to trust in our leaders and the medical 

community to guide us and keep us safe. He mentioned the earthquake and the steps the City took to put an 

end to rumors of an impending stronger earthquake.  Mayor Vincent said the City’s Emergency Manager 

has kept people instructed and informed. He asked that citizens be patient and remember to be good 

neighbors. He assured everyone that essential City services are working fine and there are no issues.  

 

SCHEDULED DELEGATION (continued) 

Utopia Operational Update 

Mr. Roberts turned the time over to Roger Timmerman, Chief Executive Officer for Utopia who appeared 

via videoconference. Mr. Timmerman introduced Laurie Harvey, Chief Financial Officer and Kim 

McKinley, Chief Marketing Officer.  

 

Mr. Timmerman gave a brief history of Utopia and reviewed current pricing. He stated that most customers 

have a 1Gbps connection; however, upgrades to the network have allowed Utopia to offer 10Gbps to any 

customer and 100Gbps to businesses. Utopia also offers Smart City Applications including air quality 

sensors and thermal cameras which can detect temperature differences.  

 

He reviewed survey data which showed people are more likely to recommend Utopia to a friend or 

colleague. Subscriber growth data showed more than 50% of customers signed up in the last few years.  Mr. 

Timmerman examined Brigham City statistics stating that the take rate is over 40% and expected to 

increase.  

 

The current UIA phase expected completion date is Summer 2021. The next phase, ($45M) Summer 2021 

through December 2022, is the final phase of the build out for the UIA/Utopia original member pledging 

cities. There is no expectation of a backstop or pledge from cities to secure financing.  Mr. Timmerman 

stated that there may be future financings to fund expansion, growth and installations but will not be the 

same magnitude. He reviewed the proposed OPEX repayment schedule for 2020-2022 and said that the 

goal is 20-30% of Utopia bond obligations by 2023. Additional city partnerships would increase bond 

coverage. 

 

Councilmember Farr asked if Utopia bonds could be refinanced with lower interest rates. Mr. Timmerman 

and Ms. Harvey stated that there is a swap agreement in place so the debt cannot be refunded.  

 

Mr. Roberts credited Mr. Timmerman and his staff for the positive changes in Utopia over the last few 

years.  

 

ACTION ITEMS 

Consideration of Ordinance Amending Title 29 Zoning, Chapter 29.14 Industrial Districts Allowing 

Exceptions for Cannabis Production Establishments in the M-D Zone 
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Mr. Larsen came forward and stated that True North was previously approved for a cultivation facility on 

1200 West. Mr. Larsen displayed language approved by the Planning Commission to enable True North to 

expand the cultivation and add a processing facility.  

 

Councilmembers expressed concerns about the item including the language being limited to one individual 

property, spot zoning, tax revenue, odor, required improvements and dedicated right of ways. Mr. Larsen 

stated that Brigham City’s current ordinance requires cultivation indoors, air filtration and scrubbing. True 

North’s development agreement requires them to dedicate and improve 1550 West. Councilmember 

Peterson asked if consideration was given to the master planning and development for additional accesses 

in the area. Councilmember Olson suggested tabling the item.  

 

MOTION: A motion was made by Councilmember Olson to table this item until such time 

as there is a discussion with TNU Properties. The motion was seconded by Councilmember 

Peterson and carried unanimously. 

 

Consideration of Resolution Granting the Mayor Authority to Suspend Utility Shut-Offs During a 

Pandemic  

Mr. Roberts explained that the City would like to follow suit with what other utilities in the County, such 

as Rocky Mountain Power and Dominion Energy, are doing during the pandemic. This resolution would 

suspend shut offs but would not suspend fees for late payment.  

Councilmember Peterson asked if the City could suspend late fees for customers who have not had a late 

notice warning in the past year. Mr. Roberts said customer accounts can be reviewed and City Code allows 

deferral contracts at the request of eligible customers. 

MOTION: A motion was made by Councilmember Peterson to grant the Mayor authority 

to suspend utility shut offs during the pandemic, with the caveat to allow Staff the authority 

to review customer history for possible waiver of fees. The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Olson and carried unanimously. 

Councilmember Farr expressed concerns that customers would enter into a deferral 

agreement at the first shut off period and would be in violation of the agreement if they are 

not back to work by the time the second shut off occurred. Mr. Roberts stated that he would 

notify Administration staff not to recommend the deferral agreement until after the 60 days 

(second) shut off. 

Roll Call: 

Councilmember Olson – aye 

Councilmember Peterson – aye  

Councilmember Troxell – aye 

Councilmember Bott – aye 

Councilmember Farr – aye  

 

Consideration of Ordinance Allowing for All Electronic Meetings  

Mr. Roberts explained that this Ordinance would amend City Code to allow electronic meetings under an 

emergency declaration of local, state or national emergency. Mr. Christiansen further explained that the 

Governor’s proclamation suspends some of the penalty provisions of the open meeting law to allow for a 

whole quorum to participate electronically during the national emergency period. Our current ordinance 

allows for electronic participation with 3 days’ notice and those appearing electronically are not counted as 

the quorum. Mr. Christiansen stated that each member participating electronically must stay on the line 

during the entire meeting and the City must abide by State noticing requirements. Mr. Roberts added that 

the Governor’s order allows electronic participation from the public which makes it a public meeting.  
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MOTION: A motion was made by Councilmember Farr to approve the Ordinance 

allowing for electronic meetings. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Peterson 

and carried unanimously. 

Roll Call: 

Councilmember Bott – aye 

Councilmember Farr – aye  

Councilmember Peterson – aye 

Councilmember Olson – aye 

Councilmember Troxell – aye  

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Presentation of Annual Golf Course Report 

Chris Marx came forward and displayed his presentation on the screen.  He thanked the Golf Course 

Commission and City staff members for their guidance and help. He also recognized the new 

Superintendent, Sheldon Priest.  

Mr. Marx stated that the Golf Course is currently open and achieving social distancing by closing the pro 

shop and conducting check-in thru the snack bar window. They are also allowing one person per cart during 

this time.   

The new irrigation system project was completed with 27 miles of pipe, 243 miles of wire and came in 

within budget. They sold old sprinkler heads and parts for $6,000 which will go towards cart paths.  

Last year’s costs to the City was $53,000. However, in the past 10 years the overall costs to the City were 

$57,000. So far this year, revenues are $35,000 higher and expenses are $5,000 lower.  

They had over 75 volunteers help with the 30-year celebration. During that same event, there was a fund 

raiser for a local cancer patient. Mr. Marx expressed that he liked having the community be part of the 

events. With the help of sponsors, the Golf Course gave away scholarships and prizes and the total cost for 

the celebration was $120. He thanked the City Council for their involvement in the judging of the kids trick 

shot contest.  

Eagle Mountain was recognized for having the best junior programs and as one of the junior golf leaders. 

This is their sixth year receiving the national drive, chip and putt for the masters and they also started a 

PGA junior league.  

Mr. Marx stated that the Golf Course is 30 years old and they are having issues with trees rotting and falling. 

The tee markers are getting old and, because they have Golden Spike history, they will be repaired. 

Volunteers made tee markers that will be used for next few years until the repairs are completed. He advised 

that he will be making a capital budget request for cart paths.  

 

Mr. Marx asked for approval for the following promotions/discounts: 

• Season pass for 12 and 13 years olds  

• Support Rotary and Kiwanis 2 for 1 coupons  

• Ladies Play Free day on June 2nd 

• Veteran’s Play Free day at the end of September 

• Mother’s Day Play Free day  

 

Mr. Marx initiated a $1 price increase in green fees for nine holes.  The price increase puts Eagle Mountain 

slightly higher than Glen Eagle Golf Course and the Barn Golf Course; however, they are trailing most 

other courses. The people most affected by price increases are those who come from out of town. He 

addressed affordable pricing for locals and stated that many of them buy punch cards or season passes and 
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receive big discounts. He changed the punch cards from 20 punches to 10 punches so that the cost is only 

$130 compared to $260.  

 

He thanked the Councilmembers for the opportunity to be Brigham City’s golf pro.  

 

Councilmember Peterson stated that a lot of thought and discussion went into the fees and the impact on 

the Golf Course. He recognized Mr. Marx and the job that he does running the Golf Course and engaging 

the youth. Councilmember Peterson also reinforced the need for the cart paths.  

 

MOTION: A motion was made by Councilmember Peterson to approve the Golf Course 

report with the price changes and discounts that have been detailed. The motion was 

seconded by Councilmember Olson and carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Vincent also recognized Mr. Marx and the job that he has done at the Golf Course.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  

 

The undersigned duly appointed Recorder for Brigham City Corporation hereby certifies that the foregoing 

is a true, accurate and complete record of the March 19, 2020 City Council Meeting.  

 

Dated this 3rd day of April, 2020. 

 

 

       

Christina Boss 

Christina Boss, Recorder 
 


