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CHAPTER 10

ANNEXATION
INTRODUCTION
Past General Plan policies
have addressed the potential
future boundaries for Brigham
City. Each area is summarized
below:

annexation line follows the Bear
River’s meandering river banks. This
area is composed mostly of wetlands
and agricultural lands and is generally
flat. Corrine’s boundaries lie west of the
Bear River and essentially due west of the Airport.
To the East

To the North
The potential boundaries extend several miles to the north
where past agreements about the future growth of Bear
River City and Honeyville define a northern limit. The area is
characterized by wetlands and relatively flat agricultural land
that leads to the steep slopes of the Wellsville Mountains.
To the West
The future boundaries extend to the west about a mile in
most places but up to 2 miles in others where the future

There is also a smaller extension to the east through Flat
Bottom Canyon, east of the gravel pits, where a moderately
flat area is encountered straddling US 89. This Canyon
drains into Brigham City and currently includes a dirt road
access. Very little of the Wellsville Mountains (a part of the
Wasatch range) are developable due to their steep slopes
that begin immediately east of the current Brigham City
limits. This Canyon area may one day be developable for
cabins, but may be more easily accessed via an interchange
north of the Mantua Reservoir. The area shown on the
annexation map is not visible from Mantua Town.
Small Town
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Disclaimer: This map was produced by Brigham
City Geographic Information Systems (GIS).
The GIS is designed for use in queries,
modeling and planning. This map is not a
substitute for government records maintained
by Brigham City Planning and Public Works
or Box Elder County Assessor and Recorder’s
office.
The information is believed to be
accurate and suitable for limited uses. Brigham
City makes no warranty as to the accuracy of
the information contained for any other purposes.
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CHAPTER 10: ANNEXATION
Many of Brigham City’s water resources can be
found along the slopes of the Wellsville Mountains.
Annexation to protect these water resources is a logical
reason for the eastern expansion of the City.
To the South
This area is largely foothill and mountainous terrain with little
developable land. Some opportunity for development may
exist near HW-89/SR-91 south of the Sardine Canyon area.

ANNEXATION POLICIES
Brigham City is fortunate to currently have no
unincorporated islands within its’ boundaries, therefore
the following policies only address annexations that might
occur outside the current boundaries of the City. Growth
is increasingly likely north of the City along Main Street,
along 900 North (Route 13), and near the I-15 interchanges.
Current City boundaries can accommodate the growth
expected in the planning period for this General Plan, but
development proposals may occur beyond the existing City
boundary and located within the potential annexation area.
The following policies are suggested to address possible
development in these unincorporated areas of Box Elder
County and within the Brigham City future annexation area
(see Future Annexation Plan).

GOALS & STRATEGIES
Goal #1: Significant development proposals should
occur within the City and not in the unincorporated
areas.

Strategies
1. Work with the County to create a definition of
“significant development”. The definition could be
anything that requires public sewer and water systems,
includes 5 to 10 lots or a development with lot sizes
smaller than 5 acres.
2. Work with the County to establish zoning for all areas
shown in the Future Annexation Plan .
3. Promote an amendment to the County General Plan
that recognizes the City future annexation areas.
4. Create a formal agreement with the County that
covers these issues, requires notification to the City
and allows time for the City to assess the feasibility of
annexing the development proposal area to the City.
Goal #2: As development proposals are presented,
evaluate such proposals for wetland preservation, fiscal
impacts, and quality that reflect the ordinances and
policies of Brigham City.
Strategies
1. Consider annexation agreements that add design
considerations to the prospect of the annexation.
2. Assess utility capacities to serve the area. Reject
proposals that cannot be adequately served, if
Brigham City is expected to provide those services at
their cost.
3. Place the burden of development on the developer
in the annexation agreement. This includes utility
extensions and street connections.
4. Request site plans that include setbacks from existing
wetlands and if appropriate, clustering of development.
5. Assure that storm drainage is detained and filtered to
improve run-off water quality.
Small Town
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6.
7.

Inform applicants that the current City impact fees will
apply to their development.
Create sample annexation agreements that include the
above considerations.

Goal #3: If development is proposed above Flat Bottom
Canyon, assure that it has little to no impact on Brigham
City.
Strategies
1. Work with Box Elder County to define a cabin lot policy
that provides for development yet preserves open
space and recognizes that significant development
should occur in the City.
2. Include areas for access to Forest Service land for
recreational purposes.
3. Assure erosion is minimized and that run-off is
detained on site.
4. Require two points of access.
5. Protect water recharge areas and springs with buffers
and low impact development policies .
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