
Council Vacancy Applicant Name: Kristina Lenderman 

 

Introduction: I am a Utah native; I grew up in Weber County. My husband and I moved to Brigham City 

in April 2020 just after the start of the pandemic. We have 3 awesome kids (9, 5 and 1) who are fully 

integrated into the community through Golden Spike Elementary, Junior Jazz basketball, Park Martial 

Arts and Monkey Care Academy. I work from home most days but on Wednesday I do find myself at Hill 

AFB. I am a disabled Veteran (Navy) and so is my husband (Marines). During the summer I can usually be 

found in my yard talking to my plants, riding my motorcycle or teaching my boys to ride theirs.  

I have an internal drive to help others through service. I am hoping to gain more community 

involvement now that my youngest has reached 1 year of age and is slightly less dependent on me. If 

that service is not through the City Council, I am confident that I will be able to find somewhere in the 

city where I can be of service to others.  

 

1) Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business, or government 

organizations.  

 

-I served in the U.S. Navy from 2006 – 2009 when I was medically retired for an injury on duty. I 

learned respect for authority and the chain of command, how to listen and how to follow orders 

 

-Prior to moving to Brigham City, I served on my church’s leadership council. On this council we 

met monthly to discuss ongoing issues in the church, plan outreach events/functions, make 

changes to employee policies and set a yearly budget. Some of our actions we voted on 

internally as a council, other actions were put to a vote by the entire congregation. Not all our 

budget meetings were pleasant, but they all had the intention of serving the greater good.  

 

-I have worked in the Federal Government for 8 years now in a contracting office. I am currently 

the policy advisor for my entire office. This means that I can read and interpret 

local/state/federal codes, policy, and contracts with a fair amount of ease. My office of 46 

personnel relies on me to give them quick and proper guidance.  

 

2) Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats” 

1. Community Support is by far the #1 best thing about Brigham City. Time and time again I 

have seen this city gather and rally to support businesses and individuals who have fallen ill 

or fallen on hard times. Individuals stepping up to donate time and money to help pay for 

medical bills, taking the time to write words of encouragement to business owners, 

supporting local businesses and artists. You just don’t see that in most other communities.  

2. The history of Brigham takes #2. Mainstreet is such a beautiful relic, but it doesn’t end 

there. All of the historical homes, landmarks, museums and sign posts that help to tell and 

preserve the rich history of this city. It is rare to have so much stay intact over such a long 

period of time.  

3. The people here just plain friendly. Outside of the community support, Brigham City 

residents are just good people. Walking through the neighborhoods people are polite and 
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great each other. In some of the Facebook groups, if someone asks for help (food, money, 

clothes, household items) those needs are usually filled within an hour.  

4. While we don’t have a crimeless community, what crime we do have is not that extreme. 

And our police force handles each situation quickly and with respect for all involved. It is a 

wonderful relief to see how efficiently and humanely they are able to respond to each and 

every call. It’s so wonderful having that mutual respect and trust between the police force 

and the community.  

5. Brigham City is just plain beautiful. Working from home I am blessed to see the sun rise over 

the mountains and set over the bird refuge almost every single day. The colors are always 

breathtaking and at least once a month I thank my husband for moving us to Brigham. I love 

raising my kids in such a clean and beautiful place.  

 

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and development of 

Brigham City?  

The Council has the unique responsibility of being able to make decisions that can affect the 

entire city. When looking toward the future of the city, it will be the Councils difficult role to 

balance the historical aspects of the city (and the small-town feel) with the modernization that is 

required for growth.  

Not all growth is good, and there are times that the Council will have to reject a proposal that is 

not a good fit for the city. Those choices are not always easy.   

 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six months and are 

currently facing.  

 

-Cost increases. We are in a time of unprecedented inflation, and it affects everything from eggs 

to utility rates. The Council has had to find the best options for meeting revenue needs without 

over burdening the residents with excess taxes.  

 

-Ongoing talks and planning about the overpass on Forrest with the Railroad; but it sounds like 

an agreement was finally reached 

 

-Dealing with real property, accounts going to collections and other budgetary changes 

throughout the year  

 

-The ongoing discussions with the solar customers about the net metering. I must say, I am not 

completely clear on the details of what happened, but I know enough to understand that this 

has been a difficult topic for everyone involved and that there are probably many more hard 

conversations to be had on the subject.  

 

5) What are your throughs on the utility rates and property tax increases that were past last year?  

 

-Solar rates: I have very limited knowledge of this subject since I am not a solar customer. I do 

know that there were changes that seem reasonable from the cities standpoint, I can 



understand the anger from the solar residents stand point. I thought the application for Rate A 

was a nice peace offering. I don’t know enough to comment further on that.  

 

-Other utility increases: if I remember correctly, a few different areas of my utility bill went up 

last year (recycling, water, electricity). As much as any family hates to see higher bills I wasn’t 

happy seeing the rates go up. But as a consumer I can see that the price for everything has gone 

up, so it’s not just an isolated incident. I don’t think the City increased the utilities to increase 

revenue without justification. These services require additional funds to keep quality and to pay 

the service providers fair living wages.  

 

-Property taxes: this feels like a “gotcha” question. The city did not increase the taxable rate. 

The values of everything have gone up, and with that the value of homes. When the value of the 

home went up, the amount being paid in taxes goes up to. While it is possible that the city could 

have agreed to lower the taxable rate to generate less revenue, I am confident that the 

increased revenue is being put to good use within our city.  

 

6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top three challenges 

we will be facing?  

1. Housing; with populations growing we can expect to see Brigham’s population grow as well. 

This will mean the need for affordable, sustainable housing. I hope that the Council is 

mindful of future housing (and school) needs as they are planning and approving projects 

2. Infrastructure; with the grown of the city the current infrastructure will need to be 

maintained and/or upgraded. There will be more demand on the power grid, water usage 

and telecommunication/internet services. There have been a lot of quick fixes of power 

lines, water pipes bursting, storm drains overflowing. A long-term solution to our 

infrastructure will be needed to maintain and grow our beautiful city. We should make sure 

we are planning adequately for all of the extra homes, retails stores and restaurants.  

3. Modernization: while many people love Brigham City because of it’s rural / small town 

appeal, there is an element of modernization that will eventually need to happen. Having 

fast internet is common in most households and as technology continues to change, our city 

will have to plan to change with it. Adding in a connection with the Front Runner would 

connect us with our southern neighbors and make commuting more economic and 

appealing to some. We don’t need to be on the leading edge of technology and community 

modernization, but we ensure that we have what people need to feel safe and happy living 

here.  



Council Vacancy Applicant Name: Pierre P. Burnier 

 

1) Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business or government 

organizations. 

 

I have served in and worked for: 

The California Army National Guard 

The Utah Army National Guard 

Army ROTC while enrolled at the University of Utah 

Transportation security officer at the SLC airport for TSA/DHS 

Mail carrier for USPS 

I have served as a Flotilla Commander and currently serve as a Portuguese interpreter for the 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, the U.S. Navy and the Coast Guard. 

 

2) Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats.” 

 

1. Peach Days 

2. Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge 

3. USU Campus 

4. Fine Arts Center 

5. Golden Spike Natural Historical Park 

 

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and development of 

Brigham City? 

 

The city council as the legislative body has a unique challenge in which it has to consider the 

needs of residents, businesses and the city’s surrounding nature landscape. The council has to be 

active and strategic instead of tactical and reactive concerning all current issues and plans for the 

future.  

Manageable growth is an adequate strategy. Since each initiative that is codified into law affects 

people directly and indirectly, the council has a duty to keep in mind the lessons of the past while 

planning and anticipating changes in the future. 

 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six months and 

are currently facing. 

 

Zoning changes, city planning and development, solar energy implementation/regulation, 

staffing needs in the Police/Fire/EMS departments. 

 

5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increases that were passed last 

year? 

 

The utility rate and property tax increases were necessary. While tax increases are rarely popular, 

it should be implemented as a last resort if feasible. The city should (assuming this is not already 

being done) procure federal and state grants and non-profit initiatives that aid local governments 

not only to help with expenses but to explore other alternatives that generate revenue for the city. 
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Internal audits to identify departments that are over/under budget to allow reallocation of 

funds/resources and possible reduction of expenditures give the city the flexibility to move funds 

according to need without needing much bureaucratic oversight  thus allowing a quicker pivot on 

how funds are used throughout the fiscal year. 

The city should also provide pertinent information to segments of the public more likely to 

experience hardship due to the tax/rate hike relief including but not limited to, utility bill 

assistance, weatherization, and financial planning and budgeting. 

 

6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top three 

challenges we will be facing? 

 

1. Housing/Traffic 

2. Environmental issues 

3. Taxes/inflation increases 



Council Vacancy Applicant Name: __ Kevin W. Lane _ _ ______ _ 

1) Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business or government 
organizations. I was part of the committee for the open house fro the new bird refuge 
building. That is the one I remember the most 

2) Share what you feel are Brigham City's top 5 "greats". 1- Brigham city has all the things i 
need within the city, I almost never have to go out of Brigham to find what I need. 2- There are 
lots of opportunities to serve in Brigham if you are willing. 3- City leaders that care about the 
city. 4-

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and development of 
Brigham City? Role of city council is to listen to the residents of the city and in representing 
them do what Is best for the city. We should always have, at least, 80% agreement and 100% 
support for every decision. 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six months and 
are currently facing. 

5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increases that were passed last 
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year? We don't want to see these types of increases but if we have a need to increase costs 
to the residents then we need to do what is best. 

6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top three 
challenges we will be facing? Replacing water systems and road repair. We may need to 
look into developing 1200 west to remove congestion in residential areas of the city. 



Council Vacancy Applicant Name:  Jeannette Boggess 

 
 

1) Share any prior experience working with civic, community, 
business or government organizations. 
With my 30+ years of teaching experience, I have had many 
opportunities working with government and the community which 
include:  several different school committees, math department head, 
fundraisers, created and ran after school clubs with the Boys & Girls 
Club, Utah Artists in Residence grants and art programs, after school 
events - fairs, plays, and 2002 Olympic three day festival.  Grants and 
implementing reading programs with 6th graders and 
Kindergartners.  I have volunteered in the community including:  local 
sports when my boys were young (coached and reffed), cub scouts, 
scouting personal finance merit badge counselor, area cleanup, and 
maintenance & donations to John Adams’ tennis court. 
 
 

2) Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats”. 
-Bear River Bird Refuge and the vast history of the area. 

-Parks and a variety of recreation opportunities (old and young 
alike). 

-Family events (Peach Days, 4th of July, concerts, movies in the 
park, etc.) 

-Sporting events that draw people from across the country. 
-Walkability, and small town feel. 

 
 

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in 
the growth and development of Brigham City? 

-Disseminating information given by the Brigham City directors, 
administrators, commissions, and cheifs to know how to best use 
taxpayer dollars and utility income, and where those dollars need to 
go.  City Council members seem to deal with:  zoning, housing plan 
approvals, subdivisions, road construction, as well as city 
improvements, and upkeep. 
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4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has 
faced in the last six months and are currently facing. 

-transferring money from utility fund to general fund 

-emergency disaster 

-road construction 

-infrastructure 

-fire department and emergency services staffing and benefits 

-new subdivision(s) 

-e-bikes (whether to allow or not) 

-historic downtown program  
-Brigham City Crossing 

-Housing (plans, Habitat for Humanity) and Zoning (housing and 
businesses) 

5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax 
increases that were passed last year? 

I understand that the property tax had to happen in August.  I don’t 
know what kind of consideration was taken in raising the property tax, 
when the property values also increased over $100,000.  My overall 
property taxes went up $600.00 from the previous year. 
I know I was frustrated that almost ALL of the utilities went up in the 
most expensive utility month.  I don’t know if the decision had to be 
made in August rather than in another month.  I can understand why 
rates may have needed to be adjusted for infrastructure, but to do it all 
at the same time and as much as it was increased, and then to 
increase the customer service fee on top of it definitely increased my 
utility bill to double in August.  The increase of my utility bill since then 
has been about a 50% - 60% increase.  I can see how it would be a 
huge burden on people with fixed incomes, especially with the cost of 
goods and services being as high as they are right now.   
I also wonder why money was transferred from the utility fund in June 
to the general fund for emergency disaster, and then a month later 
there was a need to raise utilities to cover infrastructure costs. 
 
 

6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do 
you feel are the top three challenges we will be facing? 

I think the top three challenges are pretty much the same as they have 
been for the last 50 years.   



Growth:  What that will look like, and how to best meet the needs and 
challenges of our community. 
Business Diversity:  We have struggled as a city to be able to bring in 
business, as well as a variety of businesses. 
High Paying Jobs:  Brigham City is a wonderful place to live with 
educational opportunities (Bridgerland and USU) along with the 
accessibility we have (Interstate & Rail) which means we should be 
able to be draw businesses that could bring in higher paying jobs and 
opportunities. 
 
 

Thank you for your careful consideration to me serving the community 
along side with the rest of you as City Council Members. 
 
 

Thank you for your service, 
 
 

Jeannette Boggess 
 



Council Vacancy Applicant Name: __Daniel Kennedy______________________ 

 

1) Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business or government organizations. 

Rotary Club of Brigham City: President (2021-2022), Chair of Brigham City’s Rotary Centennial 

Celebration (2021), Board Member (2018-2021), Club Member (2016 – present) 

Brigham City Christmas Village Restoration Committee Chair; partnered with Box Elder High School 

robotics, BTech, Brigham City Fine Arts Center, Rotary Club, and several local citizens to restore a few 

houses each year 

Box Elder Chamber of Commerce: Board Member (2020-2023); Government Affairs Committee 

attending sessions at the Utah State Legislature (2023); Head Ambassador (2019-2021); Peach Days 

Junior Parade Chair, Peach Days Parade Committee Member (2021-2022), Peach Days Window Display 

Competition Chair (2021-2022); Member since 2016. 

Edward Jones Grassroots Taskforce Representative (2021-2023) – periodic presentations on behalf of 

Edward Jones to Utah’s senators and representatives in Washington, DC.  

Business Owner: Edward Jones (Daniel Kennedy Branch on Historic Main Street) - Awarded Small 

Business of the Year 2021, beautified downtown with building façade restoration and Edward Jones 

street clock installation, frequent presentations to businesses, schools, and religious organizations. 

Business Partner: Kennedy Voice Studio, LLC, which works regularly with the Brigham City Fine Arts 

Center and Maple Springs Assisted Living Center 

 

2) Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats”. 

1. Peach Days, beginning in 1904 and running for over 100 years, the second longest running 

agricultural celebration in America (and my personal favorite holiday), brings on average 

80,000+ guests to our town. 

2. Box Elder Bees (“We love you, praise you, and support you dear Box Elder”) – the students, the 

teachers, the legacy of excellence.  

3. Main Street, especially the trees (our Main Street was ranked #16 on The Most Beautiful Main 

Streets Across America by Architectural Digest, 2021) 

4. Our History - not just the pioneer history, but the Brigham City Co-op and its title as “most 

successful” in Utah, completion of the transcontinental railroad, Bushnell hospital, Thiokol 

rockets and the growth they brought to Brigham City, etc. 

5. GREAT Citizens – We live among some of the most kind and generous people who serve the city 

and strive to make it a better place.  
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3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and development of 

Brigham City? 

Growth and development in Brigham City have been increasing and will continue at a rapid pace in our 

area based on the zoning, business successes, land developers, and residential opportunities. The city 

council’s job is to help it continue to develop but allow it to do so organically. Forcing expansion or 

trying to change what is already working tends to create more problems and headaches than it solves. 

The role of the City Council is to be supportive of the changes that are coming and to trust the city 

employees who are great at their jobs. City employees have a deep understanding of their realms of 

influence and will be important resources in helping make decisions that will affect the bigger, long-term 

picture.  

 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six months and are 

currently facing. 

I have been attending city council meetings for over two years and am familiar with the details 

surrounding issues the city council has discussed. The big items lately have included the following: 

• Solar Power Contract debacle - solar power customers feel like their contracts have been 

cheated due to lack of details in the contract 

• Forest Street Overpass prep – it will cost 31M to build an overpass but the city needs to acquire 

the land first (congrats on the recent land-swap) 

• Refining rules and by-laws of different boards and organizations so Brigham City can function 

better - tow truck rules for the police department, definitions regarding firefighters vs 

emergency services and addressing burnout/hours worked, police pay increase rubric, etc. 

• Improving infrastructure - raising water costs to help pay for an outdated water and piping 

system 

• Investment in the nuclear carbon free power project – it’s a cheaper, safer, more efficient way 

to power the city and the city as an initial investor has the chance to benefit from it financially 

• Maintaining costs - selling old airport lights to other municipalities, selling old used guns, raising 

costs for the parks and recreation participants 

• Main Street Program - awarded to Brigham City in 2021, discussions include determining who 

best to represent not just Main Street but Brigham City as a whole, passing the responsibilities 

from Paul Larsen to someone else  

 

5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increases that were passed last year? 

Utility rate and property tax rate increases are unfortunate but necessary. Inflation is an invisible tax on 

everyone, individuals and cities alike, and in order to provide the same level of care, costs have to go up. 

In the Brigham City history it states that the first taxes were about 45 cents; if taxes and utilities were 

never raised and the leaders of the city kept costs the way they were A) Brigham City would be bankrupt 

B) the citizens would not be enjoying the lifestyle they have become accustomed to. 45 cents in 2023 

cannot provide what 45 cents in 1890 could…nor should it.  



6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top three challenges we 

will be facing? 

1. Rapid Population growth: While it is exciting to see growth in our community, rapid population 

growth can breed cookie-cutter housing, half-finished projects, half-planned infrastructure and 

short-term measures that should not be, but could turn into, long-term problems. We want to 

maintain the historic charm of our city while still welcoming the growth of new families and 

businesses in an orderly and prepared way. Getting infrastructure to developing areas, 

addressing access needs, and attracting suitable businesses will be an important step in 

preparing for growth on the north and east sides of town (and on the south with the Brigham 

Crossing area).  

2. Infrastructure: Updating and upgrading systems as they go out of service is a constant battle, 

especially if they happen concurrently (roads, power lines, sewer and water lines, drainage 

systems, fleet maintenance, etc..). Having a scheduled plan and budget for these, rather than 

solely replacing things in an emergency ensures that short-term fixes never turn into long-term 

solutions.  

3. Preserving Brigham City History: Our city’s rich historical legacy could be at risk of being lost by 

an over-zealous desire to accommodate growth. For example, the historic train station will be 

completely covered by the new overpass. Other historic areas, instead of being restored, have 

been reported as better demolished for newer buildings. While I acknowledge the importance of 

public safety and responsible budget handling in relation to new buildings and developing land, I 

also wish to communicate the importance of these places to our city’s identity and history.  

 

Short introduction: I was born and raised here in Brigham City, and when given the chance to pick 

anywhere in North America to set up my business, I chose to come home. I have strived to follow the 

example of my parents to not only to help the community, but to also serve in ways that ensure that 

what I love about Brigham City continues to flourish for my children and my children’s children. As such, 

I find joy and fulfillment in being involved with and serving in several business and community 

organizations. 

I am a Financial Advisor with Edward Jones, where I help those in the surrounding area accumulate the 

wealth they need to accomplish their financial goals. Since starting with Edward Jones, the idea of “a 

rising tide lifting all boats” continues to motivate me. Helping the people of Brigham City accomplish 

their financial goals will increase the way they can benefit the city and their families, which in turn 

allows the city to benefit all citizens. I look forward to the profound affect this positive cycle engenders 

in our community. 

I have been married for almost 13 years to the love of my life, Leah, and we have two beautiful children. 

She is also quite involved in the community, and we are business partners in Kennedy Voice Studio, LLC. 

On a more personal level, I love art, singing, and the winter olympics. As a family, we have regularly 

competed in and won gingerbread house competitions. I was also the first Jr. Peach Days Parade Grand 

Marshall. And, the fact that I’m spending my birthday in this meeting testifies of my love and 

commitment to Brigham City. 

 



Council Vacancy Applicant Name: ~~v'e.. -Se~~c:e5 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six months and 

arecurrentlyfacing. (,k_ /'1__;,>1 ;55ue5 1'1~.J( J.r2 ~ 5Dlar ;;1~ 
Cc:Mfrac.-T J J/L- Qff{)('~,·1p- &/ f~rcA1>s7 ~we?. o/ 
/111 DilLt 1 Js tt e is rib- ~ ~enc. e C ..12-//fe.'1 a s l'r s c'f ..er().,-ft'tt/ tl. 

J€.~ ic.~-r. fl/ScJ_, ~ e>UtZrfl:iSS ..C.,.. r:fJo... ra.,'1rtla/ ~c/:s ... 
5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increas~s that were pa ed last 
year? :i-~ _,.,, ..to..vtK" C) f- ~-e. /t1C(&~..>es Df ~e.. .;..e J-/..ti.- ~c."1' tfeA( 

c, &'ff t ~ <tr~w·~! a,..J SD dlJ ti$ a~s~ 

christinab
Highlight



Council Vacancy Applicant Name: __Clark Funk ______________

Get to know you:
My beautiful wife and I met at USU in Logan during the fall the 2000 semester.  We have

been married for over 21 years and have 6 children all being raised right here.  My wife and
children are my superpower.
I am the youngest of 6 USAF brats that lived all over the world while growing up.  I am a born
and raised actively practicing member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
Many call me Coach Funk because of the 16 years I taught boys Physical Education at ACYI
here in town and/or because of the coaching I did at BEHS during that same time.
I love my family, working with children and watching them grow, sports (especially football) and
serving others.
I felt like I had gone back in time several decades when I first moved to Brigham City just over
19 years ago.  The small town feeling of unity and civility was refreshing to me.  I have loved
living here for the great people and local family support resources.

1) Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business or government
organizations.

● Box Elder school district
○ ACYI - teacher, team lead, IM sports coordinator, vice principal
○ BEHS - coach: football & track and field

● Boys & Girls club employee &  advisory board member
● Church service - youth advisor, bishopric, bishop, high council & others
● Boy Scouts volunteer

2) Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats”.
1. Family friendly

a. There are lots of city parks around town.  This is one of the first things my family
liked about living here.

2. Clean
a. City sponsored clean up days
b. Yard of the month, & others

3. Small town feel - unity
a. City communication outreach - newsletter, texts, etc.

4. Main street - the trees and businesses
5. Water supply - my understanding is that our forebears planned well to secure water

rights that have made the drought woes less serious for our city.

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and development of
Brigham City?

Make sure we are planning ahead so that our growth is by design and not just default.  So that
we grow according to our vision and that the growth supports our current values.  We need to be
responsible to make sure our growth does not exceed our resources.
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4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six months and
are currently facing.
Recent issues I am aware of include:

● The rising prices of utilities
● Solar power exchange rates
● The Forest street rail crossing (this has been a talked about issue for years)

In all honesty, I feel as if I am under informed on current issues.  One of the reasons I am
applying to serve is to get better informed on the city issues.

5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increases that were passed last
year?
Like most people, I don’t like increased taxes and utility rates.  I recognize, however, that
inflation has caused the city’s costs to increase and that the city has bills to pay to maintain its
services.
6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top three
challenges we will be facing?

1. How to responsibly deal with the growth that is coming to our city.
2. Keeping our youth safe from the dangers of the virtual world that they spend so much

time in.  Research continues to reveal social problems (suicide, depression,  anxiety,
etc.)  correlated with unfettered social media access on youth.  I foresee a need for
teaming up with other organizations to help educate our families of these potential
dangers.  Also to support children and families to overcome such struggles.

3. Keeping our police force compensation competitive with other local police forces.



Council Vacancy Applicant Name:     Mary Ann Barnett  
 

 

1) Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business or 

government organizations.  
 

I have worked for the library, the church and the school.  I was a volunteer at each of these before being 

hired. 

 

 

2) Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats”.  
 

Beautiful downtown.  I honestly don’t know what greats the city council can be credited with. 

 

 

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and 

development of Brigham City?  
 

I envision a cohesive council that represents a cohesive city.  We are all working for every resident in our 

city. 

 

 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six 

months and are currently facing.  
 

The number one is voting to breach the contract between the city and the solar generating customers. 

 

 

5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increases that were 

passed last year?  
 

Everything is going up. I would hope that the pass through is transparent and not inflated. 

 

 

6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top 

three challenges we will be facing? 
 Youth –  

 Liquor Licensing – 

 Public Safety 
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COUNCIL VACANCY APPLICANT – Kristen K. Bogue 

My name is Kristen Bogue; I appreciate the opportunity to interview next week! Below are 

my answers to your interview questions: 

 

1) Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business or government 
organizations. 

I have enjoyed serving in many capacities. 

Within the community I am a part of Women in Business and organize an educational 

scholarship once per year using membership dues, prior to that I was the treasurer. I 

serve on the Box Elder Education Committee, formerly known as the Box Elder 

Employer Committee, to provide educational seminars to our local business owners. In 

the past I partnered for two years with the Boys & Girls Club to start a Brigham City 

Pumpkin Walk when Trick or Treat Main Street was discontinued. I enjoy volunteering 

my time to and/or participating in events such as Peach Days, the Jubilee of Trees, and 
Ace Hardware fundraisers for Primary Children’s. 

In association with my career, I serve on the Occupational Advisory Committee for the 

Business program and on the Wellness Committee for the College. I also served on the 

Council on Occupational Education Steering Committee for the College. 

2) Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats.” 

Things that I would list as my favorite about Brigham City include 

• Main Street – It is one of the best in the country because it has kept its historic feel. 

• Extra wide streets – They are amazing for safe travel and not feeling overly crowded 

and are well-planned for infrastructure growth. 

• Trees! – I love that we are a USA “tree” city and how beautiful it makes Brigham City. 

• Tourism/Community Events – Peach Days, Bird Refuge, Arts Museum, etc. 

• The People – Brigham City residents, overall, are genuinely good humans, and it 

makes it a pleasure to live here. 

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and 

development of Brigham City? 

The role of the City Council is to be the eyes and ears of the community to make the best 

decisions—financially, ethically, and legally—for both the city and its citizens. As 

decisions surrounding growth and development are made, it is important for the 

Council to use sound judgement while planning and to listen openly to concerns of 

current residents. 
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COUNCIL VACANCY APPLICANT – Kristen K. Bogue 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six months 

and are currently facing. 

Solar Buy-Back, Tax & Utility Increases, The Main Street Project, and the Forest Street 
bridge. . . 

These are the main issues I currently know a little about. I was a part of the few who 

had recently gotten solar installed when the rate change was approved. As a 

homeowner I have been affected by the tax and utility increases. The Main Street 

Project intrigues me because I feel the nostalgia of keeping it historic and drawing 

people to stay local is very important. Finally, the Forest Street bridge: I know it was 

approved and I remember celebrating about it (who hasn’t been stuck by the train?!)—I 

began to envision and lay out in my mind what it would entail in regards to land, 

homeowners, and businesses in the immediate area. I recently learned that a parcel 

trade was approved, and I am excited to learn more about the process. 

5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increases that were passed 
last year? 

I don’t enjoy when anything increases—especially taxes; however, I understand the 

need behind it to support city growth, keeping up with inflation, and building 

infrastructure. I also think it is pretty neat that Brigham City was able to keep its 

utilities cost as low as they were for as long as they did. 

6) Looking at Brigham City 5 – 10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top three 

challenges we will be facing? 

The main challenge is growth—growth can be hard. Three main challenges that derive 

from growth is 1) the environmental and resource impact (e.g. wildlife, water, runoff), 

2) energy use, and 3) the strain of housing/infrastructure. 

I feel strong city planning skills and sound, conservative decisions are essential in 

managing these things so that Brigham City can grow but also retain its hometown feel. 



Dave Hipp 

Council Vacancy Applicant Name: Dave Hipp 

1) Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business or government 
organizations.   

I served as a Congressional Liaison for Rep Rob Bishop, as a political appointee.  Worked 40 
years with Various Federal agencies and retired from the USAF.  My primary focus has been 
conflict resolution and mediation. I volunteered as a mediator on pro bono cases during my 
time on the Utah court roster.  I am a current member of the board of directors on the Turn-
About Ranch, served as an addiction group facilitator in Brigham City and later at the Box 
Elder Jail. Past member of the Utah Suicide prevention Council, served a brief time on the BC 
planning commission.  I currently work as the Conflict management  and prevention manager 
for the USDA/USFS out of the Washington DC office assigned to the Intermountain  Region, 
covering four western states. 

2) Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats”.  

(1) The variety of parks and city recreational  opportunities contribute to community pride. 
(2) The upkeep of the streets and history of the community (3) The financial stability and 
budgetary discretion. (4) The safety and security provided to the community(5) Focus on 
smart growth invest in infrastructure that reduces, waste production, and water use.  

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and development 
of Brigham City?   

I believe we need to look for growth opportunities but not at the expense of a community 
culture. Certainly, the city must secure all revenues due, explore investment partnerships, 
embrace technology, make organizational changes that eliminate overlapping roles, and 
manage expenses.  We should look at well executed private–public partnerships and 
benchmark with other communities facing similar issues.  We must face the fact high cost of 
housing will impact zoning and future planning and deal with it.  We must find new ways of 
delivering lower-cost, higher-quality infrastructure and services to the community 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six months and 
are currently facing.  

Top two issues are Energy and Tax… 
Solar power issue: City is at odds with existing solar power customers 
-BC Stand - paying solar power customers more for their electricity than it’s actually worth. 
-Customers were reimbursed for their excess electricity at rates that were higher than the city 
could sell the excess electricity for. 
BC Customers decided to get solar based on the proposal presented at that time: Credit for 
the excess power they produce and debited for what they use. Sounds simple but the devil is 
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Dave Hipp 

in the details. This may well be settled in court but it is far better to find a negotiated remedy 
using interest-based negotiations IBN  

Tax and fees: as stated earlier this is always a hard call, no one wants to pay more. Two things 
to look at are deep dives in departments to find cost savings and to insure that the public 
understands the City is being a good steward of the funds all the members of the council are 
also tax payers. 

5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increases that were passed last 
year?  

The cost of everything is up, city costs are no different. The city cannot operate  based on the 
same dollar amount as the previous year.  Costs for services rise with the inflation,  fuel, 
wages and materials, all have gone up.  I believe the council took a hard look at all 
department budgets however, costs are up the one thing we can all agree on is, we don’t like 
it but it is a fact…go buy a dozen eggs.  The value of property went up so unfortunately so did 
the tax.  I am not a fan of simply addressing a problem  by using Manpower (staffing), Money 
(Finance) as the first fix however, taxation is a reality to run a city, state and nation.  

6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top three 
challenges we will be facing?  

1. To maintain the cultural and historic appeal of the community at the same time 
providing business opportunities and residential development. 

2. To attract and keep young families, we need to stay focused on smart residential and 
commercial development using quality growth principles.  

3. Water development and Infrastructure  upgrades. 

 

 



Council Vacancy Applicant Name:   Richard Barnett 

 

 

1) Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business or 

government organizations.  
 

I have worked for the Food Pantry here in Brigham as a volunteer helping and assisting 

customers to make food choices. I am currently serving on the board as a director for Box Elder 

Creek Water Users association. I served on the board for the Golden Spike trap club as a 

director and served in all executive positions including President. I have been involved with one 

of the local political parties for years serving in a variety of volunteer and elected positions. 
  

 

2) Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats”.  
 

Mainly the people. When I moved here years ago all of my neighbors came over and helped me 

lay sod in my new house. That is the kind of community that is great to be a part of.  The small 

town feel, while having most of the services that larger communities enjoy is great. The Peach 

Day’s celebration is enjoyable and for the last 10 years I have been in the parade handing out 

candy to the kids. Our easy access to the outdoors and the associated types of activities is 

great. 
 

 

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and 

development of Brigham City?  
 

The city council is responsible for determining the types of growth and developments that 

should be encouraged here in Brigham. They work hand-in-hand with the Brigham City staff to 

determine whether new companies, zoning and incentives need to be applied to encourage 

growth that will benefit the citizens of Brigham. 
 

 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six 

months and are currently facing.  
 

There are many issues that the city has faced in the last six months, utility rate increases, tax 

increases, providing and approving additional funding for staff (including police), creating 

additional full-time positions for ambulance (medical staff), shifting funding from various funds 

(the utility to general fund for example) and dealing with changes to the solar agreements. 
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5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increases that were 

passed last year?  
 

Nobody likes to see rate and tax increases so this is a very touchy subject. I think if these two 

items had been broken out and approved at different times it could have been better. Also, it is 

important to educate the residents of Brigham (as much as possible) as to why these things are 

necessary. The fact that we had not had any tax increases for quite a while was a good thing but 

it might have been better if past councils had looked into gradual increases to prevent such a 

large increase being needed all at once. 
 

 

6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top 

three challenges we will be facing? 
 

This first challenge will be water, even though Brigham has reliable sources currently, growth 

and drought will continue to be a problem. It is important that Brigham works with the state, 

county and local water companies to promote conservation.  It is also a VERY touchy subject 

because water is so critical. 

 

Next is growth and planning. I like the small town appeal of Brigham and feel that needs to be 

protected, at the same time people need to have a place to live. Planning for additional green 

space, parks, etc. is critical for this. 

 

Last is to keep spending and taxes in check. If we work on maintaining visibility for citizens on 

these issues things will be better.  
 

 



 Council Vacancy Applicant Name: _______________________________ 

1)  Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business or government 

organizations. 

 

 

2)  Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats”. 

 

 

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and development of 

Brigham City? 

 

 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six months and 

are currently facing. 

 

 

5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increases that were passed last 

year? 

 

 

6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top three 

challenges we will be facing? 

Solomon Smith
Solomon Carter Smith

Solomon Smith
- I have worked directly with many different cities on diverse topics with helping improve ordinances and policies while doing land development in the past. 
- Currently I fill the role as the president of a non-profit organization that supports low income families. 
- Throughout my career I have worked in government contracting roles or land development roles that engage and interface with government employees. 

Solomon Smith
1. Rate increases to utilities and other fees due to inflation.                                           2. Affordable housing plans.   
3. Finding and increasing revenue options for the city that don’t impact the citizens.     4. Managing overall growth from future residential and commercial development.     
5. Improvement and maintenance of Brigham City public facilities.

Solomon Smith
As a representative of the citizens; Help shape and influence this growth and development by:    
1. Maintain the Brigham City culture and atmosphere its citizens have enjoyed.      
2. How can the development provide adequate revenue to support the increase in population and traffic that relate to the development.   
3. Help ensure proper planning is in place to be able to sustain and support the increased growth of the town. 

Solomon Smith
1. There is a common voice from the citizens throughout the many annual city council meetings that reflect concerns with the citizens voices being heard and involved in what is being planned. Changes that affect their solar agreements and increase to utility rates. 
2. The town has a large retired population that are on fixed incomes that this directly impacts. 
3. Ongoing efforts to have housing plans in place and approvals/planning of ongoing and future developments. 

Solomon Smith
They were necessary for the city to be able to cover their costs to provide the services. I would love to be a part of helping the city find additional ways to bring in revenue to the city that can help subsidize or help pay for city expenses that can avoid additional costs to the citizens. 

Solomon Smith
1. How  does the city managing increasing costs that come from inflation, growth and maintenance to the town, and how to navigate the revenue streams that cover these costs. Importantly how they are impacting the cost of living for its citizens. Many of the residents are on a tight fixed income that is being reduces annually from extremely high inflation in the nation. How can we help prevent that from being a source of struggle with the city’s planning. 

2. Being prepared for development growth in the city. There is and will be continual developments that are brought before the city council to be approved; residential, commercial and industrial. The need to ensure proper zoning, ordinances and policies are in place that will protect and help drive a sustainable growth plan for the city in paramount. There are diverse considerations that having these plans in place, drainage issues, power consumption, water supply, safety, appropriate zoning . . .etc. 

3. Sources for utilities, how is the city will maintain sufficient power, water, trash, internet and how to keep those costs stable.
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Council Vacancy Applicant Name: Michael Shoell 

1)  Share any prior experience working with civic, community, business or government 

organizations. 

 Past:
o I served on the board of a small credit union (IBEW Local 229)
o I served as a scoutmaster and a youth leader for 5+ years
o I served on LU 229’s contract negotiating committee
o I served as the Brigham City Community Emergency Response Team’s Assistant 

Program Manager for 2 years
 Present

o I am serving as the Deputy Chair for the Brigham City Citizen Corps Council
o I am serving as the Program Manager for the Brigham City Community 

Emergency Response Team
o I am volunteering as a probationary member of the Box Elder County Sheriff’s 

Search and Rescue Team
o As part of my work responsibilities (electrical contractor’s Quality Control for the 

new SLC Airport Expansion) I often interact with regulatory bodies and testing 
agencies

 2)  Share what you feel are Brigham City’s top 5 “greats”. 

1. The caring nature of those that live in Brigham City – It is good to see people who have busy 
schedules reaching out and volunteering their time to help where they see a need. If we ever 
need anything it is good to know that our neighbors will be there for us

2. The small town feel and community involvement – From the Mayor’s BBQ to the Farmers 
Market and from BCPD’s night out against crime to Peach Days, the desire to continue to 
strengthen community ties is apparent

3. It is great to have so many jobs available locally. To me, it is a sign of a healthy economy if there 
are jobs close to where residents live. It encourages the money to stay local

4. The infrastructure in Brigham City is awesome. One of the items that influenced our family’s 
decision to move to Brigham City was the fact that Brigham had fiber optic Internet. It speaks 
volumes that attention is not only paid to the here and now, but to the future of Brigham City

5. The administration and staff of the city’s departments are approachable. Having volunteered for 
some time now it is good to see how willing to step forward to solve problems the Directors, 
Staff and Emergency Services are

 

3) What do you understand or envision the City Council role is in the growth and development of 

Brigham City? 

 I am a bit under-educated in this department but am willing to learn. It is my understanding that 
there is a planning board that has been commissioned by the mayor and council to develop and 

christinab
Highlight



maintain multi-year plans regarding the growth and development of Brigham City. Sometimes 
this growth requires rezoning and that then makes it into the business portion of an upcoming 
council meeting. I believe the council is the body that ratifies the plan that the planning 
commission sends to them. If there is a change to the plan that needs to be made another public 
meeting of the planning commission would need to take place
 

4) Share your understanding of the issues the City Council has faced in the last six months and 

are currently facing. 

 The City Council has enacted action on many items over the past 6 months including;
o Many updates to items regarding the employee handbook and the policies and 

procedures manual
o Many requests for subdivisions 
o “Clean Up” ordinances to clarify and vacate property around the city that has need of 

such
o Electrical rate and language adjustments
o The council and Mayor have put out surveys and held town hall meetings in order to 

assess the response to the utility increases and to better understand the residents will
o The discussion of electric scooters closed
o Changes in the cost of materials and services have caused many “maintenance” business 

items in council meetings to come up
o An underlying concern that I don’t believe is unique to Brigham City, is the amount of 

information the average citizen knows about a topic may be out of balance with how 
strongly they feel about that topic, so it is necessary to be as transparent as is possible 
and help to add additional knowledge where it is appropriate

o Regarding the overpass on Forrest St. the engineering firm is still doing the study and the 
land acquisition and zoning changes are being handled largely by city staff

 

5) What are your thoughts on the utility rate and property tax increases that were passed last 

year? 

 I think that raising prices on utilities is not something anyone wants to see. I also think that 
sometimes we do hard things even if they are unpopular or are much harder to do than just 
going with the flow. Similar to the reason there was a larger than normal expenditure on the fire 
truck, if we don’t make small adjustments over time, it will become necessary to make large 
adjustments at others. “a little rudder far from the rocks is a lot better than a lot of rudder close 
to the rocks” – L. David Marquet – Turn This Ship Around! –

 

 

6) Looking at Brigham City 5-10 years down the road, what do you feel are the top three 



challenges we will be facing?

1. Demand for growth will increase
a. Residents will want to maintain the small-town feel so those will have to be balanced
b. Infrastructure will need to be strengthened
c. Surrounding communities reliant upon Brigham City for water will continue to grow also

2. Utility costs, availability, and infrastructure
a. We will need to continue to improve our water conservation strategies
b. Electrical costs will keep rising

i. The microreactor project will help to offset this
c. Other infrastructure will need to be bolstered and repaired

3. Community unity and individual disaster response 
a. We will need to look ahead at the added population and strengthen, where we can, our 

plan to help prepare our citizenry for natural disasters
b. Continued efforts in developing community bonds will help us to help each other
c. There is a trend to disregard and dehumanize a person with opposing viewpoints. This 

paradigm and behavior can divide the community and cause us to turn on each other. I 
see this as an issue across the world and a growing concern as politics continues to get 
more polarized. I think that we will see this increase as the population increases. The 
way we get around this is to see the humanity in each other (this is the topic of one of 
my favorite books “The Anatomy of Peace”)
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