
 

BUDGET WORK SESSION 

BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

May 21, 2020 

6:00 P.M. 
 

PRESENT:  D.J. Bott    Mayor Pro Tem 

   Alden Farr   Councilmember 

   Joe Olson   Councilmember  

   Tom Peterson   Councilmember  

   Robin Troxell   Councilmember  

 

ALSO PRESENT: Christina Boss   City Recorder 

   Rick Bosworth   Human Resources Director via Zoom 

   Dave Burnett   Power Director via Zoom 

   Mike Christiansen  City Attorney 

   Mike Nelsen   Police Chief  

   Tyler Pugsley   Public Works Director 

   Kristina Rasmussen  Deputy City Recorder 

   Jason Roberts   City Administrator  

   Elizabeth Schow   Library Director via Zoom 

   Royce Wilkerson  IT Director via Zoom 

   Kristy Wolford   Community Activities & Services Director 

 

EXCUSED  Tyler Vincent   Mayor 

    

Mr. Oyler briefly explained the budget timeline, the various budget committee meetings and the Mayor’s 

prioritization of capital projects. He went on further to explain that the certified tax rate (CTR) would be 

available on May 31st. If Councilmembers do not adopt the CTR, the City goes into a truth in taxation 

(TNT) process. The County Auditor is notified that the City is not accepting the CTR by the second June 

meeting and the City Council adopts a tentative budget. TNT public hearings are then held in July or 

August. September 1st is the deadline to adopt a final budget.  

 

Mr. Oyler clarified specific budget items as requested by the Councilmembers.  

 

Senior Center Kitchen  

The estimate for the 4-phase redesign project is $300,000 to $400,000. The walk-in refrigerator and 

freezer continue to require significant maintenance. There is potentially $25,000 in CDBG funds available 

and may be significant future CDBG funds available through federal stimulus money. There is $125,000 

in the Senior Center Trust Fund available for matching funds. Mr. Wolford confirmed that there were 

5,576 meals on wheels served in April. 

 

Main Street Trees  

Between $8,000 and $10,000 is spent annually on tree removal. The current year’s budget includes 

$5,000 for tree removal. Mr. Pugsley’s future request for $25,000 will be ongoing for the maintenance of 

trees. Councilmember Troxell felt that this should be a priority due to the overgrowth and damage to 

homeowner’s roofs and cars along North Main Street.  

 

General Fund Unfunded Project Requests 

General Fund repeat capital project requests are affected by the $430,000 Utopia shortfall payment. In the 

past three years the payment has leveled off and in the next four to five years there will be significant 

changes that will make additional monies available for capital projects. In addition, net expenditures in 

Public Safety are expected to level off. In 2015-16 the City Council allowed staff to introduce the Facility 

Fund. Prior facilities capital projects occurred when monies were available. The Facility Fund budget is 
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~$400,000 which is funding aging facilities. Budget cuts or new revenue would increase funding 

available for capital projects in the General Fund.  

 

Councilmember Peterson questioned the water filtration building. Mr. Oyler explained that new filters 

were installed on the irrigation system for the cemetery and the golf course due to debris from Mantua 

Reservoir clogging the sprinkler heads. The filters need to be housed and protected or they will freeze and 

break in the winter months.  

 

Cemetery 

In reference to future cemetery build out, Mr. Pugsley explained that there are no plots available north of 

Center Street. There are 150 plots available in other areas. Phase 1 of the Cemetery Master Plan includes 

a new roadway which will open additional areas for plots. When all phases of the master plan are 

complete there will be 7,500 more plots. There are currently 7,000 plots sold but still vacant. Mr. Pugsley 

estimated that cemetery build out will occur in 40-50 years but stated that due to increased cremations, the 

life of the cemetery could be extended. In the future, the City may consider buying back unused plots 

from willing owners or acquire additional property. In the mid-1980s the City Council set up a Perpetual 

Care Fund. This money was set aside for ongoing maintenance at full build out. Mr. Oyler and Mr. 

Christiansen discovered that the State recommends the money be used for capital expansion, not 

necessarily maintenance of the cemetery at full build out. This means that the Perpetual Care Fund could 

be used to purchase property.   

 

The Councilmembers discussed the mounding along Main Street park strips.  Councilmember Farr 

suggested volunteers may be able to help with the maintenance.  

 

Councilmember Peterson asked about the State’s estimate of lost revenue. Mr. Oyler estimated that if the 

March-June sales tax revenue decreased by 8.5%, the effect would be $55,000 over what is in the current 

year budget. The 8.5% decrease, which represents ~$300,000 is not in the 2020-21 budget. He explained 

the savings in unfilled vacancies as well as delayed Fleet Fund purchases. Councilmember Peterson asked 

if staff considered budget cuts. Mr. Roberts explained that most General Fund departments would have to 

cut services for a 5% cut in their budget as they have not asked for yearly salary increases. Class C road 

projects could be monitored to avoid overspending. The City is also putting off computer and server 

purchases. Departments have been asked to put off purchases rather than cut budgets at this time.  

 

Councilmember Peterson asked about unemployment numbers for Brigham City. Mr. Roberts explained 

that the State’s plan, Utah Leads Together 3.0, lists unemployment rates per County.  

 

Mayor Pro Tem Bott scheduled a budget work session for June 4, 2020 at 6 p.m. if additional emails are 

received by Thursday, May 28th. He then adjourned the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  

  

The undersigned duly appointed Recorder for Brigham City Corporation hereby certifies that the 

foregoing is a true, accurate and complete record of the May 21, 2020 Work Session.  

 

Dated this 4th day of June, 2020. 

       

Christina Boss 

Christina Boss, Recorder 


