
 

REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

June 20, 2019 

 
PRESENT:  Tyler Vincent   Mayor  
   Alden Farr   Councilmember 
   Ruth Jensen   Councilmember  
   Tom Peterson   Councilmember 
   Mark Thompson   Councilmember 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Joseph Bach   Fire Chief 
   Dave Burnett   Power Director 
   Mary Kate Christensen  City Recorder 
   Mike Christiansen  City Attorney 
   Mike Nelsen   Police Chief 

Tyler Pugsley Public Works Director 
Jason Roberts City Administrator 

   Kristy Wolford   CAS Director 
 
EXCUSED:  DJ Bott    Councilmember 
 
 
Mayor Jensen Thompson called the meeting to order and excused Councilmember Bott who was out of 
town. The Reverence Period was given by Bishop Bruce Munns of the LDS 8th Ward. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.   
 
Approval of Minutes – A motion to approve the May 16 and 30, 2019 Budget Work Sessions was made 
by Councilmember Peterson and seconded by Councilmember Jensen, unanimously carried. 
 

AGENDA 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 Consideration of Resolution to Adjust the 2018-19 Budget 
 Consideration of Resolution to Transfer Enterprise Funds in 2019-20 Budget 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
ACTION ITEMS 
 Consideration of Agreement for Seating and Shade Structure at Pickleball Courts 
 Consideration of Resolution to Approve 2019-20 Tentative Budget 
 Consideration of Public Works Standards Update  
 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Consideration of Resolution to Adjust the 2018-19 Budget 
Mr. Oyler came to the table and presented the proposed changes to the 2018-19 budget (see attached).  
 
A motion to open the public hearing was made by Councilmember Jensen, seconded by Councilmember 
Farr and unanimously carried.  
 
Julianna Larsen, Brigham City – Ms. Larsen said she understands the budget, but was frustrated with how 
the money is tracked. In order to stay away from the 15% penalty, money is moved around line items. It 
should be more open.  
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A motion to close the public hearing was made by Councilmember Peterson, seconded by Councilmember 
Jensen and unanimously carried.  
 

MOTION: A motion to approve the resolution to revise the 2018-19 budget was made by 
Councilmember Thompson, seconded by Councilmember Peterson.  
 Roll Call: Councilmember Farr – aye 
  Councilmember Jensen – aye 
  Councilmember Peterson – aye 
  Councilmember Thompson - aye 
  The motion unanimously carried.  
 

Consideration of Resolution to Transfer Enterprise Funds in 2019-20 Budget 
Mr. Oyler explained that the budget includes a 15% transfer of utility revenue and amounts charged for 
governmental utility usage. In addition, there is a $50,000 transfer from the utility fund for emergency 
disaster capital project fund.   
 
Councilmember Thompson moved to open the public hearing, seconded by Councilmember Peterson and 
unanimously carried. 
 
DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy felt it was wrong to transfer money from the utility fund to the general 
budget. It should be used for utilities, not public safety. The citizens are being overcharged for utilities.  
 
Councilmember Thompson moved to close the public hearing, seconded by Councilmember Farr and 
carried unanimously.  
 

MOTION: A motion to approve the resolution to transfer enterprise funds in the 2019-20 
Budget was made by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by Councilmember Peterson.  
 Roll Call: Councilmember Farr – aye 
  Councilmember Jensen – aye 
  Councilmember Peterson – aye 
  Councilmember Thompson - aye 

    Motion carried 4-0. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mike Adams, Brigham City – Mr. Adams is on the Library Board. He moved to Brigham City 14 years 
ago, moving from a city with one million people with several library branches. He was not disappointed. 
Brigham City’s library is small, but they offer many programs to support the community. It is run very 
fiscally responsible, but they have reached the point where more is needed. The surplus is disappearing 
quickly. The library lifts the community and is accessible to all. Mr. Adams supported the mil levy increase. 
 
Eve Jones, Brigham City – Ms. Jones served on the Planning Commission for several years. They did an 
update of the general plan and had a lot of public input and open houses. The number one thing citizens 
asked for were walkable trails with connectivity. She wanted the Council to be aware that this is what the 
citizens are asking for.  
 
Julia Gee, Brigham City – Ms. Gee is on the Recreation Commission and also a Physical Education teacher.  
She has watched the difference in the basketball league since her children played to now. There are no 
facilities where they can practice. She felt that an indoor facility is needed. Kids need a team experience; 
they need the exercise and they need to be face to face with other kids.  
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Julianna Larsen, Brigham City – Mr. Larsen said she looked at the proposal on what the tax increase would 
be. She figured it was a 9.92% increase in property tax. The City needs to decipher what are wants and what 
are needs. What is important to her might not be to someone else.  
 
DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy commented on the incubator kitchen for small businesses as discussed 
in the recent Redevelopment Agency meeting. This is not the proper role of government. The grants the 
Council directed Paul Larsen to look into for funding, all operate and are funded by the citizens; they are 
government money. She said the Council thinks socialism will work, but it doesn’t. Socialism is un-
American and it is not going to work; it is going to fail. The City should sell the Academy Center and free 
the people from their debt.  

 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 

 
Councilmember Farr attended the concert at the Heritage Arts Festival. It was a great event on Saturday. It 
was a great event. He heard a lot of positive things about it. He thanked the City departments that helped 
with this celebration. Councilmember Farr said, as a citizen, that he was grateful the City has an electric 
department that allows the City to provide electricity at a reasonable rate. Because of that utility, the 
residents are fortunate to have additional opportunities and benefits as a community that a lot of other 
communities do not have. Brigham City residents have not had a City property tax increase for 18 years.  
 
Councilmember Thompson said for clarification that the Mosquito Abatement District is not asking for an 
increase in property taxes.  
 
Councilmember Jensen read a letter from Sue Hill, Library Director. 
 

“I appreciate the support that you have given the Brigham City Library in the past and for 
your support of the increase in our mil levy for this next fiscal year.  
 
“The last mil levy increase was 18 years ago under Mayor Kano. At that time I said we 
would not ask for an increase for at least five years. It has now been almost 19. I have tried 
to keep the library budget below the tax revenue that the current mil levy generates. I have 
been successful in doing this until the last three fiscal years. This fiscal responsibility has 
allowed the library to build an unappropriated surplus. This surplus was built for major 
repairs and other unforeseen problems. For example, we spent $300,000 in 2010 to match 
the million-dollar seismic upgrade to the old Carnegie Library. The Brigham City Library 
has increased its materials budget over the 18 years to keep up with changes in technology. 
These additions include eBooks, eAudio books, online databases, tablets, laptops, 
computer resources and an expansion to our physical audio-visual collection. Seven years 
ago we started buying eBooks and audio books. Their costs can be 2/3 more than physical 
books and physical audio books. Due to the patron demand for children’s programs, our 
children’s librarians have tripled their programming time. Through these programs our 
children’s librarians strive to impart a love for books and reading to the children of all 
ages. These increases in programs have created a need for more personnel hours which 
has created an increase in our personnel costs. With the increase in personnel hours and 
the cost of materials, we have had to take money from our unappropriated surplus to 
balance our budget for the past three years. These amounts went from $30,000 during 2016 
to 2017 to $60,000 in 2017 to 2018 to $100,000 for this year. The library is an important 
part of our community. Through our programs and collections, the library and its staff 
offer support, educational resources to individuals and families as they strive to become 
strong citizens and rear future generations. Your support for a mil levy is support for a 
better community.” 
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Mayor Vincent said the library has been very careful with their spending over the years. Going 18 years 
without a mil levy increase is incredible. It has also been 18 years since an increase for the City. Several 
years ago he encouraged cross training in all departments. It has made the City more efficient. He thanked 
the employees for thinking outside the box, which is why the City has been able to go 18 years without a 
tax increase.  
 

ACTION ITEMS 
 
Consideration of Agreement for Seating and Shade Structure at Pickleball Courts 
Mr. Pugsley and Ms. Wolford came to the table. Ms. Wolford explained that part of the contract with John 
Gullo was that the City would provide a shade structure at the facility around the Championship Court by 
2020. Recently, Mr. Gullo approached the City and asked for a new agreement stating that the structure 
would be completed in August 2019. He also offered $50,000 toward the project. 
 
Mr. Pugsley said they had budgeted for a simple seating area, with bleachers and a single cantilever shade 
over the bleachers. When Mr. Gullo said he would donate $50,000, they reviewed the plans with him. He 
suggested a big concrete seating area where they can use their lawn chairs on the concrete structure.  
 
Mr. Oyler said the City budgeted $68,000 for this project. If $50,000 of that comes from Mr. Gullo, the 
City would only have to pay $18,000.  
 
Mr. Pugsley said the structure should be completed in time for the Tournament of Champions on August 
21st. However, the contractor does not feel it is possible to get the shade structure ordered and delivered by 
then. They are looking into other options. He was concerned that if the City does their due diligence and 
still can’t get the shade structure by August 21st, according to this agreement, the City will have to pay the 
total amount. He asked Council’s approval to allow staff to work with Mr. Gullo on the wording of the 
contract.  
 
  MOTION: Councilmember Jensen made a motion to approve the agreement for seating 

and shade structure at the pickleball courts and to allow staff flexibility on the dates in the 
contract due to issues with the construction dates. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Thompson. Councilmember Peterson asked what would happen if the City 
does not meet the deadline. Mr. Roberts said staff will have to be comfortable with the 
deadline before the contract is signed. Councilmember Peterson said there are other 
elements that affect construction. Mr. Roberts stated that there is a Force Majeure clause 
in the contract. The motion unanimously carried. 

 
Consideration of Resolution to Approve 2019-20 Tentative Budget 
Mr. Oyler approached the Council and stated that the proposed tax increase is less than previously discussed 
due to the certified tax rate (CTR). New growth in the general fund is approximately $14,000. The CTR 
takes this into account. At the last work session, the Council authorized an additional .9% merit increase. 
There were some slight differences with the full-time animal technician. These all add up to $27,280 surplus 
in the general fund which he allocated to increase the fund balance. 
 
The Council previously set a rate for the library tax levy at .059%, where the rate was in 2001. When he 
received the CTR, this rate was lower. In addition, there is $12,000 in new growth. The .0059% generates 
more money than the $98,000 the Council discussed. Staying with the .059%, the total additional revenue 
for the library would be $143,000. If the Council leaves the rate at .059%, there would be a $25,225 surplus.  
 
To bring the dollar amount closer to $98,000, the levy rate should be .2204%. 
 
Councilmember Peterson recommended staying with the .059% rate. The remaining Council agreed.  
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Mr. Oyler continued that he received word the City will receive an additional $13,300 from the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. He requested the Council revise the budget to reflect this.  
 
Mr. Oyler also said he recently found out that the City’s application for corridor preservation on 400 South 
and on Forest Street was approved for $204,000.  
 
Mr. Oyler summarized by stating that the CTR for the general fund would be .001582%; library, .00059%; 
tort liability would accept the CTR which is .00076%.  
 
The Truth in Taxation public hearing will be held on August 15. This will be for the public hearing only, 
as required by Utah Code. To approve the budgets and to discuss other City business, and a special meeting 
on August 22 to adopt the final budget (this was later changed to August 20).  
 
The final change was to increase expenditures and add the $50,000 donation from Mr. Gullo for the 
pickleball shade structures.  
 

MOTION: Councilmember Thompson moved to approve the 2019-2020 tentative budget 
as discussed. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Farr. Councilmember Jensen 
said the library asked for a mil levy last year and the Council decided not to do it at that 
time. She agreed on the mil levy for the library but was not convinced on the rest of the 
items. She added that she did not support some of the items in the budget. Even though she 
has advocated during each budget process to raise taxes, she never said the amount or why 
she advocated for it. The reason is because she wanted the citizens to have the opportunity 
to interact with the Council and help them keep spending within their means, and help the 
Council understand which direction the citizens want the Council to take financially.  
Roll Call: Councilmember Farr – aye 
  Councilmember Jensen – aye 
  Councilmember Peterson – aye 
  Councilmember Thompson - aye 

 
Consideration of Public Works Standards Update  
Councilmember Peterson said most homes do not have backflow prevention yet. Those that do are required 
to have an annual inspection and send the results to the City. He asked if there is a backflow protection in 
the meters. Mr. Pugsley said there is, but it is a different type of protection and different requirements. The 
State of Utah requires cities to have a cross connection program. There are five components to this. They 
go as far as the type of assemblies and devices, recordkeeping, public education, trained certified staff, etc. 
With all new development, there is a meter setter that is installed to provide the water service. There is a 
device that is built into the meter setter. This device is not inline testable or repairable. An assembly, an 
alternative means of backflow prevention on new installations, have to have an assembly. This is 
determined by the state and the American Backflow Prevention Association.  
 
Councilmember Peterson said he has had several citizens complain that they have to have the test done, 
which costs $40-$50 per year. Mr. Pugsley explained that the City is required to do this. If a home has a 
leak, backflow prevention stops irrigation water from flowing back into the City’s water system. Eventually, 
they should go back to old infrastructure. It would require a new full-time position to do this.  
 

MOTION: A motion to approve the resolution adopting the Public Work Standards update 
was made by Councilmember Peterson, seconded by Councilmember Farr.  
Roll Call: Councilmember Farr – aye 
  Councilmember Jensen – aye 
  Councilmember Peterson – aye 
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  Councilmember Thompson - aye 
 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35. 
 
The undersigned duly appointed Recorder for Brigham City Corporation hereby certifies that the foregoing 
is a true, accurate and complete record of the June 20, 2019 City Council Meeting.  
 
Dated this 18th day of July 2019 
 
 

       
 Mary Kate Christensen 

Mary Kate Christensen, Recorder 


