
 

REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

October 18, 2018 

 
PRESENT:  Alden Farr   Mayor Pro Tem 
   Ruth Jensen   Councilmember 
   Mark Thompson   Councilmember 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Dave Burnett   Public Power Director 
   Mary Kate Christensen  City Recorder 
   Mike Christiansen  City Attorney 
   Jason Roberts   City Administrator 
    
EXCUSED:  Tyler Vincent   Mayor 
 DJ Bott Councilmember 
   Tom Peterson   Councilmember 
    
    
Mayor Pro Tem Farr called the meeting to order and excused Mayor Vincent who had a family emergency. 
He also excused Councilmember Bott and Councilmember Peterson who were out of town. The Reverence 
Period was given by Councilmember Farr. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the October 4, 2018 Council meeting was made 
by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by Councilmember Jensen and unanimously approved as 
distributed. 

 
AGENDA 

 
CONSENT 
  Request to Write-off Accounts Due to Bankruptcy or Being Sent to Collections 
SCHEDULED DELEGATION 
 Discussion on Housing Gap Coalition 
 Overview of a Pilot Educational Program for Defendants Going Through the Criminal Justice Process 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 Update on Trails Task Force Proposed 1.4 Mile Trail 
 Continuation of Strategic Planning Discussion, Asset Needs 
 

CONSENT 
 

Request to Write-off Accounts Due to Bankruptcy or Being Sent to Collections 
A list of accounts totaling $3,528.73 was presented to be removed from the City’s system due to customer 
taking out bankruptcy or being sent to collections. 
 

MOTION: A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilmember 
Thompson, seconded by Councilmember Jensen and carried unanimously.  

 
SCHEDULED DELEGATION 

 
Discussion on Housing Gap Coalition 
Ms. Brynn Mortensen from Salt Lake Chamber Housing GAP Coalition came forward and explained that 
this coalition aims to address Utah’s looming housing affordability problem. There was a study done 
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recently that concluded that the rate of Utah’s housing prices are increasing and threatens the cost of living, 
economic prosperity and quality of life. For the first time in 40 years, there are more households looking 
for housing than is available. This gap is approximately 54,000. A first year school teacher can afford 1% 
of the housing market. After working for 10 years, they can only afford 16%.  
 
One of the things the Coalition is working on with the Wasatch Front Regional Council is a grant to make 
general plan updates, align transportation and land use.  
 
To work on construction and labor, the business community is working with Keys to Success Program. 
They have created a new app and high school students use the app to choose the career paths they are 
interested in. If they choose anything that is in the construction field or similar, they are put in the Keys to 
Success Program and will receive notifications regarding classes offered at their local technical college. 
They will also be invited to an open house in the spring with developers and construction workers and will 
receive an internship for the summer. 
 
The Coalition will be launching a public media awareness campaign by working with the League of Cities 
and Towns, Wasatch Regional, and the Association of Counties on public sentiment regarding growth. If it 
is planned well we can maintain our quality of life.  
 
The Coalition is asking cities everywhere to do a general plan overview of moderate income housing plan. 
It is required to report this every two years. Brigham City’s last report was submitted in 2016. They are also 
suggesting cities look at zoning.  
 
Overview of a Pilot Educational Program for Defendants Going Through the Criminal Justice 
Process 
Terry Warner from the Cache County Attorney’s Office approached the Council and stated that she often 
hears a judge order a defendant to get an GED or high school diploma and get a job. She came up with an 
idea of combining education and the criminal justice system. It took two years, but it finally went through 
the legislature this year.  
 
The program allows low level offenders to attend Bridgerland rather than go to jail. The cost to taxpayers 
for one person in jail is $86/day and $8.30/day for supervision. Cache County tried this program for 13 
individuals and it saved Cache County residents approximately $50,000. 
 
Cache, Box Elder and Rich Counties were asked to do the pilot program. It will be for people that really 
want to change. They will be required to report to Bridgerland within ten days. They can pick a skill or a 
trade. Bridgerland requires they attend 90% of the time and get a B average. If they do not, there will be 
some assistance to help them. They will screen approximately 100 people per month from the three counties. 
If an individual decides to enter this program, they will need to pay a court fine based on income. They will 
also need to pay a public defender fee. They will also have to pay fees, tuitions and books, but they may be 
able to find other sources to pay for these fees, such as a grant or a scholarship.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There were no comments from the public.  
 

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember Jensen attended the Library Board Meeting and Sue Hill announced that she has decided 
to postpone her retirement until December 2020.  
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Councilmember Thompson said he was unable to attend the UTOPIA meeting and asked Mr. Roberts if he 
had an update from the UIA meeting. Mr. Roberts reported that every month they are having record sales. 
Layton City did a bond to build out their City and pledged additional revenue to back stop the bond.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Farr met with the Senior Advisory Board. He said this Board does a lot of amazing things, 
as well as Nancy Green and her staff. He also met with the Museum Board where they discussed the plans 
that were drawn up for a new museum.  
 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Update on Trails Task Force Proposed 1.4 Mile Trail 
Mylinda Mortenson, Task Force Chair, came to the table along with Jack Leavitt. Ms. Mortenson reported 
that the Task Force was having some challenges planning the 1100 South trail. They decided to concentrate 
on the Mayor’s Pond Trail. A lot of the property along the proposed trail belongs to Brigham City and 
Staker Parsons. A representative of Staker Parsons met with Ms. Mortenson and reviewed the trail and told 
her they would donate the property.  
 
Ms. Mortenson gave an update of Task Force activities: 
 

 Scouts did an Eagle Scout Project and cleared the trail, and cut tree limbs in the way of the trail.  
 The Task Force participated in the Heritage Arts Festival in June and did a bike parade and 

promoted the trails at a booth.  
 Continually looking for committee members. 
 Working on fence donations to fence the area of the trail that shares property with Staker Parsons, 

per their request.  
 Vulcraft has indicated they will donate material for two bridges.  
 City Staff has helped with the trail when they have time. 
 Mr. Leavitt has contacted Senator Lee Perry regarding financial support, who asked him to send a 

proposal, which he did but has not heard back yet.  
 Love’s Trucking is willing to donate and has been sent a proposal. 
 Utah State University has agreed to provide signage for the trail. They also might be willing to 

donate their recycled asphalt. 
 
Ms. Mortenson requested the Council consider funding the trail each year in the budget. When they 
approach businesses for their help, they are more willing if they know the City is also funding it.  
 
Continuation of Strategic Planning Discussion, Asset Needs 
Mr. Roberts came to the table and discussed the asset needs of the City. The goal for this strategic plan is 
to “Evaluate the state of current City major assets. Estimate necessary maintenance and growth needs for 
major assets. Include a projection of the annual funding needed for asset maintenance. Compare 
projections to actual amounts being spent annually. Share results with the City Council. Evaluate the 
current and near future building space needs of the City. Plan to provide physical facilities to match human 
resource needs that already exist but are inadequately housed. Identify and evaluate available options if 
additional building space is needed. This may require bonding, grants, and interlocal-intergovernmental 
partnerships. This is an identified need and will help enhance quality of life and accomplish the City vision. 
The measure of the goal will be project completion. Determine the level of public support for new facilities. 
Consider all possible funding sources. Assess availability and desire of project partners (i.e. local 
government, task forces, user groups, resident etc.).”  
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Mr. Roberts felt that the City has a good plan with City assets which is updated every year. However, other 
assets which are more limited by funding usually in the general fund such as playground equipment, are 
lagging behind. He recommended looking at these periodically as part of this 10-year plan.  
 
The needs of the Recreation Department and Museum have been addressed in the past, but has been stagnant 
for the last year. The lease agreement for the Bunderson Center is for two more years, then something will 
have to be done. Councilmember Farr said the Museum Board has discussed a free standing building for 
them, or using the remaining space of the Senior Center if they move to another facility.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
The undersigned duly appointed Recorder for Brigham City Corporation hereby certifies that the foregoing 
is a true, accurate and complete record of the October 18, 2018 City Council Meeting.  
 
Dated this 1st day of November 2018.  
 

       
 

Mary Kate Christensen, Recorder 
 
 


