
REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

June 7, 2018 

 
PRESENT:  Tyler Vincent   Mayor 
 DJ Bott Councilmember 
   Alden Farr   Councilmember 
   Ruth Jensen   Councilmember 
   Tom Peterson   Councilmember 
   Mark Thompson   Councilmember 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Joseph Bach   Fire Chief 
   Dave Burnett   Public Power Director 
   Mary Kate Christensen  City Recorder 
   Michael Christiansen  City Attorney 
   Tony Ekins   Assistant Planner 
   Paul Larsen   Community Development Director 
   Mike Nelsen   Police Chief 
   Derek Oyler   Finance Director 
   Tyler Pugsley   Public Works Director 

Jason Roberts   City Administrator 
    
 
Mayor Vincent called the meeting to order. The Reverence Period was given by Mayor Vincent. The Pledge 
of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2018 Budget Work Session and 
City Council meeting was made by Councilmember Jensen, seconded by Councilmember Peterson and 
unanimously approved as distributed. 

 
AGENDA 

 
CONSENT 
 Request to Write-Off Accounts Due to Bankruptcy or Being Sent to Collections 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 Tentative 2018-19 Budget 
 Transfer of Funds from Public Utility Fund and Storm Drain Fund 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Request Approval to Allow the Proposed 850 North Street Cul-De-Sac on Portion of Discovery Grove 

Park 
 Consideration of Updates to the Airport Minimum Standards 
PLANNING COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 Consideration of Ordinance to Amend Chapter 29.37 of the City Code, Recreational Coaches and 

Recreational Coach Parks, to Address the Need for Resident Employees and Long Term, 
Temporary Housing of Transient Employees Only 

 
 

CONSENT 
  
Request to Write-Off Accounts Due to Bankruptcy or Being Sent to Collections 
A list of accounts totaling $4,344.41 was presented to be removed from the City’s system due to customer 
taking out bankruptcy or being sent to collections. 
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MOTION: A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilmember Farr, 
seconded by Councilmember Jensen and unanimously carried.  

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Tentative 2018-19 Budget 
A motion to open the public hearing was made by Councilmember Farr, seconded by Councilmember 
Jensen and unanimously carried.  
 
DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy said it is sad that the government has no boundaries on how much 
money they can take from the people. The City’s budget is $51M, the State’s budget is $17B. The federal 
government’s is $21T. All this money comes from the citizens. All the things Council wants to do are not 
public necessities.  
 
Julianna Larsen, Brigham City – Ms. Larsen said some of the tax increases discussed in the budget work 
sessions have been called a tax levy and the other a property tax increase, others are called a fee, which is 
still a tax. People do not understand how many fees are increasing and how many taxes are increasing and 
how high and for what. They need to be clearly defined.  
 
A motion to close the public hearing was made by Councilmember Jensen, seconded by Councilmember 
Farr and unanimously carried. 
 
Transfer of Funds from Public Utility Fund and Storm Drain Fund 
Mr. Oyler came forward and stated that the Mayor’s budget includes a transfer of $3,871,241 (15%) from 
the utilities to the general fund and $32,756 from the storm drain fund, as well as a $50,000 transfer from 
the Electric Department to the emergency disaster fund.  
 
Councilmember Thompson made a motion to open the public hearing, seconded by Councilmember Jensen 
and unanimously carried. 
 
Julianna Larsen, Brigham City – Ms. Larsen said her son asked her about the utility transfer fee and asked 
why the utility bills are so high if they are transferred. Ms. Larsen felt that this is an educational issue that  
the City needs to address to the people.  
 
Sherry Phipps, Brigham City – City Recorder Mary Kate Christensen read the following letter from Ms. 
Phipps who was unable to attend the Council meeting: 
 

“I do not approve of the practice of transferring money from the utility and storm drain 
fund into the general fund. It’s a way to hide how much we are being taxed. I remember 
when there wasn’t a storm drain fund. I was at the city council meeting when a property 
owner addressed the council on the major damage his property was sustaining every time 
there was a storm. All of the water running into the storm drains apparently came out on 
his property and was eroding it away. It was after this the storm drain fee was added. If I 
remember correctly, it was $3.50 a month. It has over doubled since then. If they are 
transferring money out of it, then we are being overcharged.  

“The same is true of our electricity and water. I do want enough funds for our system to 
be well maintained so the power doesn’t go down with every little wind storm. I might add 
we are better off with having our own system rather than being with Rocky Mountain Power 
because the city is right on top of it when there is a problem. Obviously, we are being 
overcharged on this as well since money is being transferred to the general fund. 
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“I know transferring from the utility fund goes way back. However, it is not good. It’s time 
for a tax to be called what it is – a tax. It will increase the accountability of the Mayor and 
Council. It may also help people to consider the cost a little more when they come begging 
for funds for a new project.” 

DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy opposed the transfer. It is unfair to the citizens to keep taxing them. 
There is no end to government greed and it is unsustainable. The utility fund should only fund the utility 
company, not taken out to fund other projects.  
 
A motion to close the public hearing was made by Councilmember Jensen, seconded by Councilmember 
Farr and unanimously carried.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Gary Bywater, Brigham – Mr. Bywater spoke against the amendment to the City’s ordinance regarding 
recreational coach parks. He started the park in the 1980s. The proposed reason for the park was to get RVs 
driving past Brigham City to stop and stay in Brigham. They would fill up their vehicles, buy groceries and 
patronize the downtown merchants. They would pay sales tax and transient room tax. Those that use their 
Recreational Vehicles (RVs) for traveling do not want to stay in parks that have monthly renters. Mr. 
Bywater stated that the monthly renters park on the street and cause obstructions. When he went through 
the process to get the park approved, it took him 1½ to two years to get it approved and convince the 
Planning Commission that it would be an RV park, not a trailer park. Now it is being converted to a trailer 
park. It was originally set up to allow up to a 90-day stay. The City has doubled it to 180 days, now it is 
being proposed to double it again. This goes against the original Planning Commission when he proposed 
it to them. They originally denied him because he could not convince them that it was an RV park, not a 
trailer park. He requested the Council go back to the original intent of 90 days.  
 
Paul Bywater, Brigham – Mr. Bywater owns property west of the RV park and has a 30’ easement to access 
his property. He was opposed to the extension of the long-term stays at the RV Park. He has owned that 
property for over 30 years, and police have been at the park more in the last year and a half than in the last 
30 years. He had to seek a stalking conjunction against tenants staying long-term. In addition, these tenants 
have 2-3 vehicles. They park one on their site and then they want to park one on the street or at the gas 
station. It was not built for long-term tenants, but for overnight stays. The long-term tenants have harassed 
him, his dad, and contractors working on his place. 
 
Afton Jacobsen, Brigham – Ms. Jacobsen lives across the street from the RV park. She stated that they are   
great people, but she did not think it should be long-term. She has to pay property tax, and if it was done 
the way it should be, taxes would be collected from the people staying at the RV park as well.  
 
Becky Maddox, Brigham – Ms. Maddox said it is nice to have slush funds so if a fund goes over, money 
can be transferred into another. The City has been in existence long enough that the Council and staff should 
know what things cost. Slush funds are not transparent to citizens. People being allowed to stay in short 
term areas is part of the problem. If people are allowed to stay in short-term areas longer, it is part of the 
same problem. The Council needs to look closely and verify that people are using City property as it was 
designed to.  
 
DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy said the City is making things fancy for everyone, but it is at the cost 
of the people; they become slaves, they are in bondage. They need to be released from the bondage by 
reducing the size and cost of government.  
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COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Councilmember Farr attended a Trails Committee. They are trying to create more trails in the community 
without help from the City.  
 
Councilmember Thompson met with the Mosquito Abatement. Last year there were four people in the 
County that were affected by West Nile Virus. Two of those are still significantly impaired. The mosquitos 
haven’t been as bad this year because it has been a drier year so far.  
 
Mayor Vincent went to some of the schools and presented awards. He enjoyed meeting with them and 
seeing their accomplishments.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Request Approval to Allow the Proposed 850 North Street Cul-De-Sac on Portion of Discovery Grove 
Park 
Mr. Larsen approached the Council and explained that there is a remnant piece of property northeast of 
Discovery Park. Mr. Rick Dalton would like to build a home on this property. This would require a cul-de-
sac to terminate the street and provide for a home to be constructed. Mr. Dalton would like to know how 
the Council feels before it is brought to the Council for approval.  
 
There are three variances on the proposal. One is the south sided cul-de-sac option, where the bulk of the 
cul-de-sac would be on the remnant property. City standard is a 50’ radius cul-de-sac. The radius would 
start parallel with the north right-of-way line, with the bulk on the subject property. About 10’ would be 
taken out of Discovery Park 
 
The second option places the center point of the cul-de-sac with the center line of 850 North. About 35’ 
would come from Discovery Park.  
 
The last option has the cul-de-sac coming in parallel with the south right-of-way and the bulk would come 
out of Discovery Park.  
 
Mr. Larsen reported that staff felt comfortable with either the center or south option. They have concerns 
with the north option taking too much of the park property. It will still be City property, but not part of the 
park.  
 
Mr. Pugsley said there would be issues with the north option. Staff prefers the south, but the center would 
work as well.  
 
Mr. Kevin Buttars, representing the Daltons, came forward and explained that when this subdivision was 
created, the road was going to extend to the next road. The subject property would have been two lots on a 
road. Discovery School decided to move the location of their school, creating a discussion on what to do 
with the lot. The School District and Brigham City planned to purchase it and make it a parking lot. For the 
last 20 years there has been discussion on what to do with the property. The Daltons are willing to contribute 
toward improving a public improvement of some kind. He said the cul-de-sac is a public benefit. They are 
willing to contribute financially, but not all of it. They proposed constructing a cul-de-sac and installing a 
storm drain box on the ditch.  
 
The Council agreed to support the application with the center proposal. 
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Consideration of Updates to the Airport Minimum Standards 
Mr. Pugsley stated that they have had skydiving operations interested in using the Brigham City Airport. 
After talking with regional airports that allow skydiving, the proposed updates were made to the Airport 
Minimum Standards.  A Section 7 was added to the Standards regarding parachuting operations. The 
Airport Advisory Board reviewed the document and provided comments, which were implemented in the 
document. Each skydiver has to sign a waiver. The insurance for the airport covers accidents on the airport 
property. Pilots are required to have insurance which covers the parachuters while they are in the plane. 
While they are jumping there is a gray area and is a concern. He added that because the Brigham City 
airport is a public airport, they cannot stop people from parachuting, but there can be minimum standards 
for safety reasons.  
 
Councilmember Peterson requested the City Attorney review the document.  
 

MOTION: Councilmember Peterson made a motion to approve the updates to the Airport 
Minimum Standards barring no changes needed from the City Attorney’s review. If there 
are changes, bring it back to the July 21st meeting. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Thompson and unanimously carried.  
 

PLANNING COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 

Consideration of Ordinance to Amend Chapter 29.37 of the City Code, Recreational Coaches and 
Recreational Coach Parks, to Address the Need for Resident Employees and Long Term, Temporary 
Housing of Transient Employees Only 
Mr. Ekins came to the table and reported that the current code allows residents to stay in recreational coach 
parks for 180 days. The current owner has requested that one-third of the park be occupied by transient 
workers for up to 12 months under specific conditions. The resident’s employer must provide a letter for 
the need of the stay with a projected end date for the job. If there is a continuation of the job after the 12 
months, there is a provision to allow the worker to extend for another 12 months or until the construction 
job ends.  
 
Other conditions include: 

 The trailer must be owned by the person staying in the RV park and must be licensed, registered 
and road worthy.  

 One out of every 15 RV spaces must be reserved for staff employees that provide security and 
service to the park’s operations and functions.   

 
Mr. Ekins continued that the owner of the park told staff that he has no interest in filling the park with 
extended stays.  
 
Councilmember Thompson asked about the transient room tax. Mr. Alan Campbell, owner of the RV park, 
was invited to the table. Mr. Campbell said current regulations state if there is an application on file for 
someone on a month-to-month basis there is no transient room tax. He did not see an issue with applying 
the tax to those stays.  
 
Mr. Campbell said in the last few years there has been a shift in the population where people travel for 
work, some of them go from job to job. He added that he does not want to turn it into an RV trailer park. 
They currently have five transient workers at the park.  
 
Mr. Larsen came to the table and explained that there are two transient room taxes. The County’s is 4.25% 
and is part of the tourism tax. The municipal portion is 1% which can be used for general fund purposes. 
Both are subject to stays of less than 30 days.  
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MOTION: A motion to approve the ordinance to amend Chapter 29.37, Recreational 
Coaches and Recreational Coach Parks, to address the need for resident employees and 
long term, temporary housing of transient employees was made by Councilmember Farr 
and seconded by Councilmember Bott.  
Roll Call: 
Councilmember Bott – aye 
Councilmember Farr – aye 
Councilmember Jensen – aye 
Councilmember Peterson – aye 
Councilmember Thompson – aye 
Motion unanimously carried.  
 

The Council adjourned to a Redevelopment Agency meeting followed by a Municipal Building Authority 
meeting at 8:47 p.m. 
 
The Council returned to a City Council meeting at 9:55 p.m. A motion to adjourn to a closed session to 
discuss the purchase, exchange, lease or sale of property was made by Councilmember Bott and seconded 
by Councilmember Jensen. A roll call vote was taken with all councilmembers voting aye.   
 
The Council returned to an open meeting at 11:47 p.m. and adjourned.  
 
The undersigned duly appointed Recorder for Brigham City Corporation hereby certifies that the foregoing 
is a true, accurate and complete record of the June 7, 2018 City Council Meeting.  
 
Dated this 21st day of June 2018. 
 
 

       
  Mary Kate Christensen 

Mary Kate Christensen, Recorder 
 
 


