
 

REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

May 3, 2018 

 
PRESENT:  Tyler Vincent   Mayor 
  DJ Bott Councilmember 
   Alden Farr   Councilmember 
   Ruth Jensen   Councilmember 
   Tom Peterson   Councilmember 
   Mark Thompson   Councilmember 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Kelly Andrew   Facilities Manager 
   Joseph Bach   Fire Chief 
   Christina Boss   Deputy City Recorder 
   Rick Bosworth   Human Resource Coordinator 
   Dave Burnett   Power Director 
   Michael Christiansen  City Attorney 
   Paul Larsen   Economic Development Director 
   Mike Nelsen   Police Chief 
   Derek Oyler   Finance Director 
   Tyler Pugsley   Public Works Director 

Jason Roberts   City Administrator 
Royce Wilkerson  IT Director 

    
 
Mayor Vincent called the meeting to order. The Reverence Period was given by Jason Roberts. The Pledge 
of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the April 5 and 19, 2018 Council meetings was 
made by Councilmember Bott, seconded by Councilmember Thompson and unanimously approved as 
distributed. 

 
AGENDA 

 
MAYOR’S 2018-19 BUDGET PRESENTATION 
CONSENT 
  Request to Write-off Accounts Due to Bankruptcy or Being Sent to Collections 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 Receive Input on Adjustments to the 2017-18 General Fund Budget 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Proclamation Designating May 13-19, 2018 as National Police Week 
ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS THE SALE OF PROPERTY 
 
 

MAYOR’S 2018-19 BUDGET PRESENTATION 
 
“Citizens, friends and neighbors, it’s my pleasure to present to you this evening the 2018-19 year budget 
for Brigham City Corporation. Before I begin, I want to express my appreciation to our great staff for 
assisting with the budget.  
 
“Some of the major considerations for the budget are: 
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 Capital projects in the utility and general funds 
 I am proposing one additional full-time police officer, and 
 One additional full-time water operator in my budget 

 
“The biggest issue addressed in my proposed budget is a new irrigation system for the golf course. As we 
have discussed over the previous years, the golf course irrigation system is at a point of failure. I am 
proposing we construct a new irrigation system using secondary water. Derek, our Finance Director, will 
discuss the proposed funding sources later in the presentation. 
 
“Some of the other major governmental capital projects include: 

 City funds accompanied with an outside donation for a new playground at Discovery Park. 
 A permit for a new railroad crossing at 2600 West on State Road 13. 
 Replacement of multiple work order systems to one system, City wide. 
 My budget also includes an airport pavement rehabilitation project. 

 
“My budget includes an additional $200,000 for spending on utility fund capital projects as compared to 
the prior year. These projects include: 
 
 Northeast Substation Upgrades .............................................................  $   750,000 
 Electrical Meters and System Repairs ........................................................ 535,000 
 Secondary Waterline on 600 East ............................................................... 500,000 
 Water Line Repairs and Maintenance ......................................................... 418,000 
 Storm Drain System Upgrades and Maintenance ....................................... 401,000 
 Reserve for Waste Treatment Plant Upgrades ............................................ 400,000 
 Natural Gas Generation Planning and Design .............................................. 71,000 
 Sewer Line Repairs and Maintenance ....................................................        45,000 
 TOTAL .................................................................................................. $2,957,000 
 
“Brigham City has historically used a market comparison for employee wages. We look at other Utah cities 
who are similar to our City to compare wages. A 100% market ratio means that Brigham City pays the 
average of what comparable cities pay. As the slide indicates, (see attached) we are at 94.8% of market for 
the year 2018, which is below the average amount paid by our comparable group. In order to maintain a 
skilled workforce, I’ve included a 3% merit increase for employees in this year’s budget. The merit will be 
based on the employee’s performance rating and will help sustain a solid employee base.” 
 
Mr. Oyler came forward and continued the presentation.  
 
“Like the Mayor said, public utility fund capital projects are up $200,000 from the prior year. This is mainly 
due to increased revenues from electric, water and sewer sales. Also, we continue to experience very 
favorable wholesale power pricing in the marketplace. One item I would like to highlight in regards to 
funding available for utility capital projects is, if you remember, Brigham City repaid a bond and issued a 
new bond this past year. The new bond is for $9.5M to construct a new electrical substation and culinary 
waterlines in the Mantua Valley. This new bond payment is roughly $1M a year. Even with the new bond 
payment we are still able to fund additional utility fund capital projects this upcoming year.  
 
“Financially, the golf course irrigation system upgrade is one of the toughest projects we have dealt with in 
recent years. We propose the following sources in funding this project: 
  
 General Project Monies from Prior Years .............................................. $1,152,000 
 General Fund – Fund Balance FY 17-18 .................................................... 333,000 
 Utility Loan to General Fund ...................................................................... 408,000 
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 RDA #2 Fund Balance .................................................................................. 21,000 
 Additional General Fund – Fund Balance ..............................................      886,000 
 TOTAL .................................................................................................. $2,800,000 
 
“The utility loan to the general fund will be paid back to the utility loan from savings from electrical and 
water from the new system at the golf course.  
  
“As we look at this as project bids come in at the $2.8M as anticipated, our unrestricted fund balance in the 
general fund would decrease between 5% and 7%. This would leave us between 18% and 20% of yearly 
revenues the next budget year. The state limit is 25%. The plan, over the next few budget years, is to try 
and increase the fund balance back in the general fund close to the 25%. 
 
“This slide (see attached) illustrates the general fund subsidy in a few selected departments. The two most 
important columns are the 2016-17 actuals and the 2018-19 budget.  
 
“The cemetery traditionally is at the bottom of the chart and the parks is traditionally at the top.  
 
“One thing I’d like to point out on this slide (see attached) is that we looked back to year 2010-11, the total 
subsidy for these departments was approximately $1.2M. The proposed budget for 2018-19 is about $1.9M. 
Some of this money is due to capital projects, but the majority is not. Obviously, this is a significant increase 
over the past nine years.  
 
“Other significant items in the budget include fleet purchases. They are proposing purchasing 18 new pieces 
of equipment for a total of $1.29M.  
 
“This year’s facility projects include 16 total projects for $360,000.  
 
“The budget includes a transfer of $263,392 from the general fund for the Academy bond payment. This is 
up roughly $30,000 from the current budget year. The property taxes expected to be collected in the RDA 
#1 are less than anticipated, which has caused the increase in the transfer. 
 
“The library budget includes approximately $140,000 from the library fund balance. There are a few one-
time items in the library budget, but obviously this is not a sustainable way to do business in the future. 
 
“Another item we are suggesting in the Mayor’s budget is an electrical rate stabilization fund. For the past 
three years we have experienced very favorable wholesale power market. We would like the City Council 
to authorize staff to reserve some of these funds to stabilize rates when changes occur in the volatile 
wholesale power market.  
 
“This graph (see attached) illustrates a total budget of revenue in the general fund. Sales taxes are still 
increasing. We are actually budgeting an additional $300,000 in the Mayor’s budget for sales taxes. 
Appropriated fund balance is up 4.7% due to funding being used for the golf course project. 
Intergovernmental revenues are down 7%. This is due to less monies being received from grants in the 
general fund. 
 
“This graph (see attached) illustrates total budgeted expenses in the general fund. Our percentages are very 
similar to the prior year. As you look at fire, ambulance and police, our total public safety makes up nearly 
40% of the expenditures in the general fund, which is very similar to prior years.  
 
“This (see below) looks at our total budget by fund type. Obviously, you see utility funds make up over 
half, included with the general fund makes nearly 80% of the City’s total budget.  
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TOTAL BUDGET 
 

  2017-18 
  Budget 2018-19 
  (Unadjusted)  Budget       
  
 Total Expenses Net of Interfund Activity ......................... $51,598,340............ $47,582,856 
 Less One Time Items: 
  Grants ............................................................................. (2,238,497).............. (1,567,260) 
  Bond Funding ................................................................ $7,556,610)....................  ---     
  Fund Balance Used ......................................................... (1,788,047)............. (4,514,971) 
 Total Budgeted Expenses Less One Time Items .......... $40,015,186............ $41,500,625 
 
 More/(Less) ........................................................................................................ $1,485,439 
  
“Presenting the total budget number can be very misleading because of internal transfers between funds. 
These transfers must be accounted for twice in the total budget number. This year’s budget includes 
$11.85M of these interfund transfers. If you look at the 2017-18 total expenses net of interfund activity it 
actually looks like the total budget is down. When you net out one time in the interfund transfers we are up 
roughly $1.48M. These increases are comprised of a couple of important things. One is the utility fund 
expenditures are up roughly $918,000, net of interfund and one-time expenditures. These additional 
expenditures will be offset by additional utility revenues from services. One item to note new in the budget 
is the blue can recycling service expenditure.  
 
“Additionally we see increases related to economic development activity. Economic development 
expenditures are up approximately $572,000 which will also be offset by additional property tax revenues.” 
 
The Mayor thanked the directors for their support in making hard decisions when asked to reduce their 
budgets. He turned the 2018-19 budget over to Mayor Pro Tem Farr. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Farr and the Council scheduled two budget work sessions – May 17 and June 7 at 5:30 
p.m. In the meantime, the Council will review the budget and email Mayor Pro Tem Farr with any concerns 
so an agenda can be prepared.  
 
Mr. Oyler added that the Mayor and staff would like the Council to discuss staffing. If not for this budget, 
a broad spectrum. There were more requests for additional employees in this year’s budget than in the last 
several years. He suggested also continuing the discussion on streets and parking lots.  
 

CONSENT 
 

Request to Write-off Accounts Due to Bankruptcy or Being Sent to Collections 
A list of accounts totaling $12,263.76 was presented to be removed from the City’s system due to customer 
taking out bankruptcy or being sent to collections. 
 

MOTION: A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilmember 
Thompson, seconded by Councilmember Bott. Councilmember Jensen asked about the 
account for over $6,000. Mr. Oyler replied that this is a commercial customer that had a 
deferral agreement, which gives them an additional two months with minimal payments, and 
did not make any further payments. Councilmember Jensen asked if there was anything the 
City could do to prevent this in the future. Mr. Oyler said he could look at how the changes to 
the deferrals have affected the City and present the results to the City Council in a work 
session. The Council agreed. The motion unanimously carried.  
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PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Receive Input on Adjustments to the 2017-18 General Fund Budget 
Mr. Oyler came forward and explained the proposed changes. The Senior Center would like to use $13,450 
from their Public Treasurer’s Fund. They plan to purchase a new freezer, steamer and floor mixer for the 
kitchen. 
 
The Parks Department received a grant from the Community Forestry Partnership in the amount of $8,000. 
This is being used to plant new trees on Main Street. 
 
The Police Department received a donation of $10,500 for upgrades to the animal shelter.  
 
Councilmember Bott moved to open the public hearing, seconded by Councilmember Jensen and 
unanimously carried. 
 
DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy said the Senior Center is a socialist idea and needs to be returned back 
to the private sector. Parks and Recreation should go back to the private sector. The animal shelter could 
also be done privately. These grants are coming from the citizens’ pockets.  
 
A motion to close the public hearing was made by Councilmember Jensen, seconded by Councilmember 
Farr and unanimously carried. 
 

MOTION: Councilmember Bott moved to approve the resolution adjusting the 2017-18 
budget as outlined. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Farr. 

 Roll Call: 
 Councilmember Bott 
 Councilmember Farr 
 Councilmember Jensen 
 Councilmember Peterson 
 Councilmember Thompson 
 The motion unanimously carried.  
    

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy said listening to the budget, it was hard for her to believe that the City 
takes so much money out of the citizens’ pockets. She felt that all these programs are not necessary. The 
golf course is only for those who like to golf, only for the elites who can pay for golf. It should go back to 
the private sector.  
 

COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
 
Councilmember Jensen attended the Boys & Girls Club. They are celebrating strong women in our lives. 
People can purchase a $25 gift box from them and they’ll give it to a strong woman of your choice. The 
Citizen Corps Council and CERT are working on the Northern Utah Emergency Preparedness Expo. She 
attended the Box Elder Economic Agency meeting. They are working on a lot of exciting things for Box 
Elder County.  
 
Councilmember Peterson attended the Utah League of Cities and Towns (ULCT) Conference. It was a great 
conference. He learned more about some of the Supreme Court decisions. There was a lot of good 
information. 
 



City Council Meeting 
Page 6 of 6 

May 3, 2018 

 

Councilmember Farr also attended the ULCT breakout sessions. One was on land use issues. He felt that 
the City made a wise decision to have a consultant update the zoning ordinance. He also attended a UTOPIA 
session and things are looking good. There were a lot of questions in the session and several wanted 
additional information about getting UTOPIA in their cities.  
 
Councilmember Thompson said UTOPIA is covering all their operating costs, which is a very positive step.  
 
Mayor Vincent met with Mitt Romney and discussed County and City issues. He also attended the ULCT 
sessions and learned a lot. They talked about legislative issues that came forward.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Proclamation Designating May 13-19, 2018 as National Police Week 
Chief Nelsen came forward and stated that this proclamation recognizes those that have given their lives in 
the line of duty. In 2016 Utah lost three officers. In 2017, there were 135,000 officers lost in the United 
States, 49 in the first four months. This year, there have been 49 officers lost.  
 
Chief Nelsen read the proclamation declaring May 13-19, 2018 as National Police Week, and May 15, 2018 
as Peace Officers Memorial Day in Brigham City in honor of those peace officers who lost their lives or 
have become disabled in the line of duty.  
 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION 
 
A motion to adjourn to a closed session to discuss the sale of property was made by Councilmember Jensen, 
seconded by Councilmember Thompson. A roll call vote was taken with all councilmembers voting aye. 
The meeting adjourned to a closed session at 7:43 p.m.  
 
The Council returned to an open meeting at 7:55 p.m. and adjourned.  
 
The undersigned duly appointed Recorder for Brigham City Corporation hereby certifies that the foregoing 
is a true, accurate and complete record of the May 3, 2018 City Council Meeting.  
 
Dated this 17th day of May, 2018. 
 
 

       
 Mary Kate Christensen 

Mary Kate Christensen, Recorder 
 
 


