
 

 

  

Frightfully Fun Applique 

Chair Back Covers 

These chair back covers are so quick and simple to make, you’ll 
have your howl table ready for a Halloween party in no time.  

Choose the design and applique method you like best. 

Supplies: 

 Cotton fabric to cover chair 
(approximately 2/3 yard per 
chair) 

 Fabric scraps for applique  
 Heat and Bond 
 Fusible non-woven interfacing 
 Glue stick 
 Frixion marker 
 Pencil 
 Applique pressing sheet 
 Pinking sheers 
 Open toe foot  
 Standard sewing supplies 

Make the pattern to fit your chair back: 

 Measure your chair back:  height, width, and depth (my 
chairs are 18” wide, 24” high, and 1 ½ “ deep) 

 Cut your background fabric the height + 1”, width = chair 
width + chair depth + chair depth again.  In my case, I cut 
my fabric 25” high by 21” wide (18+1.5+1.5) 

 If you have a rounded top to your chair back, you can lay 
a chair on its back on the floor and trace the shape onto 
pattern paper.  Remember to give yourself a 1” margin 
for good measure.   

 

Select the applique design you want to put on your chair back. 

I’ve given you a few examples in the attached images, but feel 
free to create your own, such as a black cat, a ghost, a witch, 
haunted house, Frankenstein’s monster, etc. Get creative and 
have fun.  There’s really no limit to what you can create. 
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We are going to cover three methods for applique.  

1. Heat and Bond fusible applique – best when your applique has multiple layers or numerous 
interlocking pieces. 

2. Fusible non-woven interfacing – turned applique.  Best when you want a very smooth edge. 
3. Raw edge machine applique – simplest applique method.  Universal application.  Can be used with 

methods 1 and 2 above, or works well as a stand alone process. 



 

  

Applique method #1 – Heat and Bond fusible pieced applique (Pumpkin applique) 

 Trace your applique pieces onto the paper side of the Heat and Bond using a pencil.  Remember that your 
design needs to be reversed (especially lettering) because you will be ironing this onto the wrong side of 
your applique fabric.  

 Cut out your traced applique pieces leaving a small border around each piece.  
 With a hot iron, press the applique pieces onto the wrong side of the applique fabric.  Do not use steam.   
 Once the pieces are cool, cut out each piece along the drawn lines.   

Tip:  Label each piece with title and location (i.e. left, right, center, top, eye, mouth, wing, hat, dress, ruffle, etc.)  

 Peel off the paper and arrange the applique pieces onto an applique pressing sheet according to the 
applique design template.    Press.   

 Once cooled, transfer to one of your chair back cover pieces of fabric.  Place approximately 3” – 4” above the 
bottom of the fabric.  Press.   

 Stitch around each exposed applique piece using an applique stitch on your machine.  You may also use a 
blanket stitch or zig-zag.  For a rough edge, you can use a straight stitch near the edge of each applique 
piece.   

Applique method #2 – Fusible non-woven interfacing (Mummy applique) 

 Enlarge the pattern to your desired size.  My finished mummy was 12” wide by 12” high.  If you don’t want 
to enlarge the enclosed pattern, you can always free-hand cut out the shapes to your desired sizes.   

 Using a Frixion marker, trace your underlying applique shapes onto a piece of muslin.   
 Cut a rectangle of black fabric and two small circles for the eye centers.  Cut two larger white circles for eyes. 
 Layer the small black circles onto the white circles and the white circles onto the black rectangle.  A glue 

stick works well to keep the pieces together.  Stitch around the black and white circles using an applique 
stitch or zig-zag on your machine.   

 Tear 1” strips of fabric for your “bandages” and randomly lay across your muslin to create the bandage 
wrappings for your mummy.   Using a straight stitch, center needle position, attach the “bandages” to your 
mummy’s body and head.   

 Once you have completely covered the head and body pieces, cut non-woven fusible interfacing large 
enough to cover each applique piece.   Lay the glue side down (the bumpy side) on the RIGHT side of your 
applique piece.  Pin in place on the WRONG side of your applique piece.   

 Working on the WRONG side of your applique piece, stitch around the entire base piece leaving a ¼” seam 
allowance.   

 Trim the seam allowance with pinking shears close to, but not cutting through, the stitching line.   
 Cut a slit in the interfacing being careful not to cut into your applique piece. 
 Turn the entire piece inside out and roll the seam allowance to the back of the applique piece.  You need to 

do this with your finger and NOT with an iron.   
 Arrange the turned pieces on your chair back fabric 3” – 4” above the bottom, and stitch around all edges 

using a straight stitch approximately 1/8” from the edge.    



 

 

Applique method #3 – Raw edge machine applique (Candy corn) 

 Sew three strips of fabric together in the following order:  white, orange, yellow.  Each strip 
should measure approximately 3” wide by 22” long.  Press seams. 

 Using the Frixion marker, trace the candy corn shape onto your sewn strips.  For larger candy corn 
appliques, simply trace around the shape, but ½” or so away from the drawn edge of the 
template.   

 Cut out the candy corn shape.  
 Using pins or a glue stick, arrange and attach the candy corn pieces on the chair back fabric in a 

pattern that is pleasing to you.   
 Stitch in place using an applique stitch on your machine, a blanket stitch, or zig zag.  

Finishing the chair back cover: 

 Lay both chair back pieces right sides together.  Using a straight stitch, center needle position, 
stitch across the top and down both sides using a 3/8” seam allowance.   

 Press the side seams open at the bottom.   
 Turn the raw edge up ¼” and press well.  Roll over and pin in place.  
 Stitch the hem in place 1/8” away from inner folded edge.  
 Turn your chair cover right side out and get ready for the party!  : ) 
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