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Bag, Box and Tote University 

Beginner Session 1 

June 9, July 14, August 11 
Noon – 4:30 

 
 

Have you envied those gorgeous bags and totes you’ve seen other people using? Well now you can start 

making your own beautiful handmade bags with confidence as you learn the basics in this series of 

progressive classes. Anyone can participate – no embroidery machine required! 

In the first three month series of school you will learn foundational bag and tote making skills which will 

allow you to make most any bag with confidence. You will be putting in zippers, pockets, linings and 

adding straps and embellishments with ease. Not sure which stabilize to use? No problem, we will cover 

that as well.  Each month you will make a bag or tote in class and focus on two or three foundational 

techniques which you will then apply to your future projects. 

 We will not be embroidering in class. However, you may put a design on your fabric and bring the 

completed design to class and I will show you how to incorporate it into your bag.  

There will be homework to complete before class. If you don’t do your homework you will be behind in 

class and you will get an incomplete on your report card. 

Once you successfully complete Beginning Bag Making you may graduate to Intermediate Bag Making. 

You will continue to increase your skills and make more complex projects as you complete your classes. 

You will also have a lovely selection of bags and totes! 

All you need is a good working knowledge of your sewing machine and basic sewing supplies and I’ll 

teach you the rest. Don’t wait – sign up today!!!  Classes will be held on the second Friday of the month 

following Breakfast Club at noon to 4:30. The tuition for the first quarter is $105 plus the cost of the 

three patterns. Maybe bring a snack for the late afternoon. 

First Class:  Farmer’s Market Pattern from This & That 

This is a basic bag with pockets, snap closure, handles and a box bottom. There are two samples in the 

shop; the pink striped bag with the bicycle or the red, white and black bag. The bicycle design is a stock 

design on the Brother Luminaire embroidery machine. It is not transferable to other machines. You 

could look online for a similar design if you want. Let me know if you want a design on the front of your 

bag and I’ll give you the fabric dimensions and design placement. 

Second Class: Renaissance Ribbons Bag Pattern from by Annie.com 

You can turn this simple, quick bag into an exquisite masterpiece with a variety of ribbons and borders. 

We will quilt on foam to give the bag a nice shape and of course add a pretty zipper and box bottom to 

top it all off. 
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Third Class: Pocketful of Rulers pattern from Bella Nonna 

This is a great bag designed to carry your rulers, mat and more! There are lots of pockets inside too. You 

will learn quilting on foam, different style of pockets, webbing straps and binding. This is very handy bag 

to have for carrying your tools to and from class!! 

 

  



3 
 

Basic Bag Making Equipment: 

 Bring these tools and equipment to each class!!! 

o Sewing Machine 

o Power Cord 

o Foot Pedal 

o Bobbins (2-3) with thread to match your project 

o All Accessories – (zipper foot, walking foot, quarter inch foot, quilting foot, regular sewing foot, 

blind hem foot, needle change screw driver - all those things you don’t even know what they are 

for!) Just bring your accessory box that came with your machine and make sure all your “stuff” is 

in it!!!!!  

o Knee Lift 

o Machine Needles – Universal size 80 and 90, Quilting size 80 and 90 

o Pins 

o Wonder Clips 

o Paper Tape 

o Seam Ripper 

o Thread Scissors 

o Dress Maker Shears (Big Scissors) 

o Awl (the Pointy Thing) 

o Basting Spray 

o Marking Pen 

o Rulers (6x24 and a smaller one) 

o Rotary Cutter 

o Class Handout Printed out 

o You may use the shop iron, ironing board, mat and rulers.  

Monthly Bag Materials: 

June Farmer’s Market Bag 

o Pattern 

o Fabric 

o Thread 

o Fusible Craft-Tex 

o Fusible Backing (SF101) 

o 1/2 yard large rick rack 

o One Yard Webbing for handles (this will not show) 

o 2” x 36” strip of batting 

o Button optional 

o Magnetic Snap Fastener 

o Embroidered Design Element (if applicable) 

o 1 ¼” wide ribbon for a bow 
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July Renaissance Ribbons Bag 

o 1 ½” wide ribbon 

o 3/8” wide ribbon 

o Bag and Lining Fabric 

o Dark Chocolate 

o Foam 

o Zipper – 24” size 5 

o Thread 

o Pattern 

 

August  Bella Nonna Pocketful of Rulers Bag 

o Outer Bag Fabric 

o Lining Fabric 

o Pocket fabric 

o Foam 

o 4 yards 1” webbing (this will show) 

o Batting 

o Thread 

o Pattern 


