
1 

Stitches in the Sand 
www.beachcitiesquilters.org 

April 2026 

MEETING DATE: April 9th at the Norman P. Murray Center and Zoom at 7:00pm.  

PLEASE REMEMBER THE PRE-MEETING DINNER AT CPK AT 4:30 

President’s Message 2 

Past President Message 3 

April Photos 4 

Quilt Show 5 

Quilt Show Opportunity 

Winners 

5 

Philanthropy News 6 

Ways and Means 6 

No Rules Challenge 7 

Workshops 8 

Workshop Recap 9 

New Member Gathering 10 

Monthly Mini 11 

Block Party 12 

Featured Advertiser 13 

Show & Tell 14 

Things to Do 15 

Classified Ads 17 

Membership Form 18 

Inside this issue: 

BCQG’s Board Meeting is 

held the Third Thursday 

of the Month via Zoom.  

Programs 

Connect with us on social  

media to join in the fun : 

 

https://www.facebook.com/

Beach-Cities-Quilters-Guild-

105189137693733 

Or Members Only Group  

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/672436387018111 

Our Guest Speaker:  Jenny Lyon 

 

Jenny is a fiber artist, author and teacher. Her 

work focuses on free motion quilting on 

whole cloth and has juried into international 

quilt shows, art shows and galleries. Some of 

her work is held in private collections. Jenny 

teaches and lectures on free motion quilting 

wherever she is invited. She claims the title 

“Encourager-in-Chief” as she believes that every quilter has the skills to free 

motion quilt some of their own work. She lives in northern California with 

her husband and Australian Shepherdess. Her boys have left the nest and she 

now has a fine 2-room studio.  

 

If you would like to join us for dinner with the speaker before the guild 

meeting, RSVP with Norah at (949) 636-2790 no later than Wednesday. 

Dinner will be at the California Pizza Kitchen on Marguerite Parkway at 4:45 

pm.  

 

Upcoming speakers:  

June: Karen Bolan 

July: Members Showcase 

August: Verushka Zerate   

Need to speak to a board member—Email beachcitiesqg@gmail.com   

Don’t forget to wear your name tag at the meeting! 

https://www.facebook.com/orangecounty.modernquiltguild
mailto:beachcitiesqg@gmail.com
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I’m writing this note the night before our bi-annual Quilt Show so I can’t be specific about how wonderful it 

was. But I have no doubt that it was fantastic! How could it not be with all of the talented quilters in our guild 

and the many volunteers who’ve worked for months to make it so? 

I have some interesting news concerning the donation we were given. At our April guild meeting we had a 

discussion and subsequent vote, and the majority of members present decided we should share some of our 

windfall with other guild’s philanthropy chairs. 

The following week I got a call from an administrator from the charity that sent us the money. She said she’d 

heard that we intended to give a small portion of that money to other guilds and that if we did that, the 

donation would be revoked. I was surprised because the original letter that accompanied the check said the 

grant was “unrestricted.” 

Not wanting to lose that money, I thanked her for letting me know. The good news for us is that we have the 

entire amount at our disposal. We will still keep $7500 in our operating account for now because that’s what 

you all approved. 

In the meantime, please send me an email with suggestions of ways you think we could use that money to 

further benefit our guild. 

I have a couple of gentle reminders.  You might have noticed that our beautiful hospitality table looked a bit 

bare at our last meeting.  Laurel decorates the space, but it’s up to you our membership to bring some yummy 

treats.  In the past, we’ve said please bring something if it’s your birth month.  I know everyone’s been busy 

getting ready for quilt show so maybe that’s why we didn’t have much this past month. 

If you sign up for a workshop in advance and for some reason you can’t make it, please contact Janet Crothers 

and let her know.  She’s noticed that a few members have been no-shows lately.  If it’s a workshop with a 

waiting list, that means someone who might have wanted to come wouldn’t be able. 

Lastly, PLEASE, Please, Please if you arrive before 6 p.m. to buy our fantastic fabric, don’t forget to go back to 

the check-in table and let Kathy Hutchins know that you’re here.  There’s an important reason for this.  We 

need to tell the Murray Center how many guests we have each meeting so that they know how many chairs to 

set up the following month. 

Happy Spring! 

Laura Chambers 

2025-26 President 

From the President 
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From the Past President 
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April Meeting Photos 
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Quilt Show Opportunity Winners 

Quilt Show 

WE DID IT!!! 

Thank you so much to our membership. With 9% more members purchasing tickets, the BCQG Membership 

Tickets sales made $800 more than the last show for the benefit of this beautiful guild. (The Traveling Ticket 

Sales Committee sold oodles more tickets) Thank you to all members who purchased tickets.  
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Philanthropy News Philanthropy News 

50 quilts were donated this month to the following:  CHOC, person in need, Silverado Memory 

Care, Royal Therapeutic Treatment Center, Priority Center, UCI Oncology  (Orange, Laguna Hills / 

Irvine) Vets in Hospice etc.  32 pillowcases to CHOC, Project Foster and Vitas Hospice.  147 other 

items such as Fleece Wraps, NICU blankets, Buttons and personal pouches. 

Our next Sew day is on May 4th.  Please join us we meet at Presbyterian Church of the Masters, 

26051 Marguerite Pkwy, Mission Viejo. (corner of Marguerite and Oso  -  park in lot close to 

Oso)  We set up at 9:00, meeting starts at 10:00 or when you get there.  Show and tell is at !!:00 and 

we usually start clean up around 2:30.  Help is always appreciated for set up and take down.   

We have kits for quilts, NICU blankets and pillow cases to work on.  Batting is provided for quilts do-

nated to philanthropy.  Irons and ironing boards, mats and cutting supplies are available.   

Ways and Means 

MAY FABRIC SALE 

Featuring a wide assortment of WOOL APPLIQUE in various colors.   

These will be $2.00 per bag, unless otherwise marked (the larger pieces).  

Also, we will have a box of fabric that is NOT quilting fabric.  It could be used for bags, scarves, 

shawls, small costumes etc.  

And, we received quite a bit of incredible donations at the last meeting 

and all of those donations will be available for sale. 

We LOVE your donations!  

Remember to invite your friends, all guests are welcome.   

Only $2.00 per yard! 

Contact Julie Kemmerer or Marti Ryncarz for any questions or requests. 
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No Rules Challenge 
Time to honor the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 

of Independence by creating a quilt or any other fabric item. While it 

must include an iota of red or white or blue, there are no size 

restrictions. It can be a coaster to a huge quilt. Contact Juan Garcia if 

you want help making a red, white, or blue Teddy Bear. If seasonal 

decorating isn’t what you do, consider making a quilt to support camp 

Pendleton. You could make a baby quilt for the baby showers that we 

support at Camp Pendleton. Also, Dana Point Yacht Club hosts a 

luncheon for Marines who cannot return home for the holidays. Their goal is to give each Marine a 

quilt. These quilts must be huge lap or twin size quilts. Feel free to put on a label honoring a family 

member who served our country. Can these quilts be political? Of course…all points of view are 

welcome! These will be shown at the July meeting. Call Elaine Pappas Puckett to sign up. 
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MAY WORKSHOP 

 

Jenny Lyon's Julianne Pillow 

 

Date: May 15, 2026 

Time: 10:00 am - 4:00 pm (doors open at 9:30 am) 

Location: Murray Center, Juniper Room 

 

Our class with Jenny on May 15th is the Julianne Pillow. In 

this playful, low-stress and creative class, we will make a fabu-

lous pillow cover while exploring 3 techniques – free motion 

quilting, quilting with metallic thread and I will show how to 

sew on beads by machine. Choose a classic or blinged out look! Using your own unique fabric selections and a few beads 

and sequins, you’ll create your own unique “Julianne”. 

Registration is open. Email Janet Crothers (crothers10@hotmail.com) to register or register online. 

Workshop fee is $35 for members. Non-members are welcome to register via email as of April 15 and the fee is $35. 

Use this link to sign up online  

JUNE WORKSHOP 

 

Karen Bolan's Piece Curves and Play with Transparency 

 

Date: June 12, 2026 

Time: 10:00 am - 4:00 pm (doors open at 9:30 am) 

Location: Murray Center, Juniper Room 

Are you intimidated by curves but love precision piecing? 

Make the Cool as a Cactus quilt in class, featuring pieced 

curves, a unique border treatment, and color palette that 

features transparency. Class will begin with an exercise in 

creating transparency effects, then we work from paper 

templates to accurately cut and piece large diameter curves. 

Students must purchase the digital pattern. Leave class with 

at least one block and border complete. 

Students will learn to cut and precisely piece large-diameter curves from templates, assemble a quilt 

top with pieced borders, and plan a color palette that includes a transparency effect. This is a six-hour 

class with instructive lecture, demonstration, discussion, and ample time for practice and personal at-

tention. 

Registration is open. Email Janet Crothers (crothers10@hotmail.com) to register or register online. 

Workshop fee is $35 for members. Non-members are welcome to register via email as of May 11 and 

the fee is $35. 

Use this link to sign up online   
 
 

 

Workshops 

https://www.beachcitiesquilters.org/payments.htm
https://www.beachcitiesquilters.org/payments.htm
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Workshop Recap 

Our April workshop with Michelle Trimble was a great success. Students learned how to create the 

improv wedges that Michelle has used in several of her award winning quilts. An inspiring controlled 

improv class with plenty of color theory. 
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New Member Gathering—Hold the Date 

The Welcoming Committee will be hosting a new member gathering on 

Saturday, June 13th, 10am  -  12:30pm. Invitations will be sent by email 

soon to members who joined within the past year. If you joined earlier but 

missed previous new member events, you are also warmly welcome to join 

us this year.  Please reach out to Catherine Huebscher 

@ imhuebsch@att.net.  
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Monthly Mini 
Congratulations to Pam McFadden, the winner of our April Monthly Mini Raf-

fle!! Pam took home the adorable, cuddly bear—beautifully crafted and gener-

ously donated by Juan Garcia. We extend a heartfelt thank you to Juan for shar-

ing his talent and creativity with the Guild. 

 

Our May Monthly Mini Raffle is coming up soon! You have the chance to win a 

fantastic handmade Crossbody bag created by Catherine Huebscher. Thank you 

Catherine!!! Both practical and 

stylish, it’s truly a wonderful 

addition for any summer plans 

or travels you may have. 

 

Raffle tickets will be available 

at the following prices: 

• $1 for a single ticket 

• $5 for six tickets 

• $10 for thirteen tickets 

Don’t miss your chance to participate and support our guild 

while possibly taking home this adorable handmade treasure. 
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Friendship Circles 

Block Party  

The quilt show success is behind us now.  Time to sew something fun.  Join in with the Block Party 

crew.  All new guild members are encouraged to step into this activity.  A great way to meet fellow 

quilters. 

 

If you are new to quilting you can learn / perfect some basic skills.  If you are an intermediate quilter 

have fun with color creativity.  Those seasoned artists out there can make this block party quilt easily, 

show us “ how it’s done”. 

 

Download the free pattern @ https://windhamfabrics.com/search?options%5Bprefix%5D=last&q=Welcome+Home  

Print it if you care to 

I recommend reading the pattern, choose your fabrics, then START 

There are 9 blocks.  Make the house centers first 

Then, go back and add the background sides 

Then add the roof 

Then add the front pieces / lawn. 

 

 This block party goes until October (6 months) with quilt Parade January meeting 2027 

You aren’t too late to the PARTY.  Get started. It’s fun. 

 

We will hold a drawing of those participating, for getting their quilt longarmed. 

 

Let me know you are participating 

Sharon Farley 

7143765062 

Sharon@surfcitylocals.com  

Hi everyone.  Based on new member and current member interest, I'm working to get some friendship groups 

started and would love if you could let me know if you'd like to: 

1) be in a friendship group or join a second one 

2) lead a friendship group 

3) are in a current group but have room to add a person or two. 

Once I get the above and put my arms around it, I'll determine next steps.   

Also, I'm trying to collect the names and leads of the various friendship groups - if you are ok providing me 

that information, please email me. 

Appreciate the above and stop by anytime at the friendship table and say hi. 

Judi   

Judinagel65@gmail.com 

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/TAjECkRkEMik3Brgh2fGHGhsi-?domain=windhamfabrics.com
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Featured Advertiser 
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Show and Tell from April 
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 Things to Do 

Los Angeles County Quilter Guild Presents– Celebrate Quilts 
 
Mark your calendars — our 2026 Quilt Show is officially scheduled for May 8th and 9th!  
 
We’re especially excited to announce a NEW LOCATION this year: the Sports Basement, located at 2100 N. 
Bellflower Blvd, Long Beach, Ca. 90815. 
 
• Over 200 Stunning quilts on display 
• A Vendor Mall 
• Opportunity Baskets filled with great finds 
• Silent Auction items 
• A treasured-filled quilters flea Market 
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 Things to Do 
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Classified Ads 

For Sale: Grace Company Q’nique 16X Tabletop Longarm Quilting Machine. 

I bought this beauty in May 2025 thinking, “I’m going to be a quilting goddess! Straight lines, fancy feathers, 

the works!” Fast-forward to now: 54,517 stitches total… and only 2 actual hours of quilting. 

The rest? Mostly me staring at it, whispering “you’re too powerful for me,” and “It isn’t you, it’s me!” 

Comes with the Cutie 50-inch tabletop frame and all the original accessories. 

Machine is in excellent condition (because it barely got used—shocker). 

Basically new, barely broken in, and already tired of my drama. 

Asking $3,000 

Contact Cathy Kelley at 949-468-6319 

Save this poor neglected longarm from a life of being 

a very expensive coat rack. 

It deserves better. (And honestly, so does my tiny sew-

ing room.)  
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Membership Form 
 


