
July Serger Club 

Tiered Skirt 

Supply List 

 
Make sure you read and complete the pre-class work so that you will get the best learning 
experience from this class. 
 
5 fabrics in color-coordinated or contrasting colors, in the amount determined by your pre-class work. Soft 
quilting cotton (recommended), cotton blend, rayon challis, rayon batik are some possible fabric choices.  The 
sample is quilting cotton, and is by far the easiest to use for this project. Cotton batik is not recommended. Pre-
treat fabric in the same way you will care for the finished skirt. 
 
1” elastic (your waist measurement plus 1”) 
4 spools serger thread (Mettler Seracor - available at High Country Quilts) 
One spool fusible thread (Superior Threads Charlotte’s Fusible Web – available at High Country Quilts) 
Measuring tape 
Straight pins 
One safety pin (or bodkin) 
6” seam gauge 
Ruler 
Marking chalk or pencil 
Scissors or rotary cutter & cutting mat 
Calculator 
Serger in good working condition, with a 4-thread safety stitch and (optimally) chainstitch capabilities (if you do 
not have a chainstitch machine, you can accomplish that step with a regular sewing machine at home, no need to 
bring the sewing machine to class) 
Gathering foot (REQUIRED) 
All other machine accessories, foot pedal, manual, etc. for your serger 
Clear foot is extremely helpful, if one is available for your machine 
Applique pressing sheet (for pressing seam with fusible thread) or press cloth 
Reading glasses if you need them 
Scraps from cutting your tiers to test gathering ratios 
 

 

See next page for pre-class work. 

  



Pre-Class Work 

You will be calculating the width and length of each tier for this skirt, based on your hip measurement.  The 
yardage calculation is at the bottom of Page 2 of these instructions. 

Each tier is 1.5X wider than the one above it.  The upper tier has 4” ease, with an elastic waist. 

1)  To calculate the width of each tier:  (side to side) 
Measure the fullest part of your hip.  (If waist or abdomen is larger than hip, use that measurement.)   
Record here: __________ 

Tier Width 
            A = Upper Tier      Hip (or widest) measurement + 5”  =   A _________ 

B = Second Tier     Measurement A x 1.5 =    B _________ 
 C = Third Tier       Measurement B x 1.5 =    C _________ 
 D = Fourth Tier     Measurement C x 1.5 =   D _________ 
 E = Fifth Tier         Measurement D x 1.5 =   E  _________ 

(If you get a ‘hard-to-use’ measurement (like 15/16 or something like that) you can round up to the next easiest 
increment  -  half-inch, quarter-inch, etc.)  Seam allowances of ½” are included in this calculation. Record results 
in Column A in the chart below. 

Divide Tier Width by 42” (45” fabric with selvages removed) to determine the number of strips to cut to equal 
Tier Width.  Round up to nearest whole number (i.e. 2.625 strips would be 3 strips to cut).  Record in Column C 
in chart below. 

2) To calculate the length of each tier:  (top to bottom)  
Measure from your waist to the floor (or desired finished length) and add 6”:         = a)________ 
Subtract 2” from measurement a)                                                                             = b)________ 
Divide measurement b) by 5                                = c)________                                                                        
c) is the length of tiers B through E (1/2” seam allowances and hem are included) 
Add 2” to measurement c) to equal the length of tier A:  c) + 2” = Tier A Length:  = d)________ 

Record c) and d) in Column B in the chart below. 
 

 
 
 

  

You can record your calculations on this chart:  

Column A       Column B   Column C                       
 Width                      Length  # of Strips to cut 
      (Column A /42) 
 
Tier A = _________     d) ___________ _________ 

 Tier B = _________     c) ___________ _________ 

 Tier C = _________     c) ___________ _________ 

            Tier D = _________     c) ___________ _________ 

 Tier E =  _________     c) ___________ _________ 



 

After pre-treating your fabric, remove the selvages from each side of your yardage.  If you use quilting cotton you 
will probably end up with a width of fabric around 42”.  You will need to cut enough strips (Column C on chart 
on page 1) for Tiers B-E of each color to achieve the number of inches of width (Column A in chart on page 1) 
for each tier.  
 
This skirt has one seam down the middle of the back.  If your calculated Tier A width is more than the 42” of 
your first fabric, then you will need to cut a front panel and two back panels so that you will have side seams and a 
center back seam.  To do that, you will need to complete one more calculation as follows: 

From Step 1 above, take Tier Width A measurement and subtract 1”:  =  (i) __________ 

Divide (i) by 2:                                                                                        =  (ii)__________ 

 

For front panel, add 1 1/2” to result (ii) above:    Front Panel Width:  = (iii) _________ 

For back panel, subtract ½” from result (ii) above:                                 = (iv) _________ 

Divide (iv) by 2 and add 1”:                                  Back Panel Width:   = (v)  _________ 

 

You will cut one front panel width (iii) x length d) 

You will cut two back panels width (v) x length d) 

 
To calculate yardage needed: 
 
(For odd measurements, round up to the nearest ¼ yard) 

Tier A: _________  Length d) x 2 

Tier B: _________  Width B # of strips x length c)  (Column B x Column C from chart) 

Tier C: _________  Width C # of strips x length c)  (Column B x Column C from chart) 

Tier D: _________  Width D # of strips x length c)  (Column B x Column C from chart) 

Tier E: _________   Width E # of strips x length c)  (Column B x Column C from chart) 

 

And, if you absolutely hate math and think these instructions are impossible to accomplish, call me (Bonnie) at 
719-651-9406 with your hip and length measurements and I will be happy to work through the calculations with 
you so you know how much fabric to buy and how long and wide to cut the strips.  (Seriously, I mean that!) 


