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The Soul of the Rockies ™ 

 
It’s hard to believe it’s August already; however since my wife and I each celebrate our 

birthdays on August 2nd, that locks it in for me. It’s been a very busy summer again in 

Grand Lake. The 2017/2018 car counts are as follows, May/June 2017 were 335,674; May/

June 2018 were 364,834 that’s an increase of 29,160 more cars this year. 

 

The West Portal Bridge Project was conceived in 2010. Last year, after several years of 

planning, we thought we were ready to begin, but we were $464,000 short, so I requested 

and received that amount of additional funding in 2017 from the Offsite Bridge Committee. 

Earlier this year in April, I secured an additional $424,000 from the Offsite Bridge Com-

mittee that the Town needed to continue planning to rehabilitate the West Portal Bridge. 

Despite our original plan to start in May or June, inevitable delays presented themselves as 

we proceeded through the regulatory process, since the project involves both CDOT state 

funding and federal funding. The total project cost is approximately $1.9 million dollars. 

Today’s conference call determined that we are about ready to begin. Next week, on Mon-

day, August 20, 2018, our contactor, Structures, Inc., is planning to arrive in town to mobi-

lize for the project. The silver lining is that the delay has kept West Portal Road open most 

of the summer. Nonetheless, we are anxious to get started. There will be traffic signs and a 

traffic plan set in motion immediately. Therefore, expect some initial adjustments as this 

long awaited project gets going. “Let’s go build a bridge” is our rallying cry. 

 
Our new $1.6 million dollar concrete buried 300,000 gallon water tank (replacing our 

250,000 above ground tank) is nearing completion. Structural integrity testing will take 

place this week and soon the tank can be buried and secured. Consequently, the old tank 

will be decommissioned and the valves for the old one shut off and the new tank put into 

service. Preload did the construction and assembly of the tank after preparation of the site 

was completed by ATH Sales and Service beginning last fall and into the spring of this 

year. 

 

Our Streetscape project , Phase 2, is also underway and many new sections of boardwalks 

have been added: near the Sagebrush, the Silver Moose, the Hub, the Grand Lake Bicycle 

Co,  ReMax, Cy’s Deli, and the Title Co. Several other sections are still on the schedule for 

completion this year. Street elevation work has been continual on Vine Street heading to-

ward Park Avenue. The process of raising the elevation of the road on Vine has been inter-

esting to watch as it has evolved over the last two months. Grading is now nearing comple-

tion and paving will commence in about ten days as we are waiting for Acord Asphalt to 

finish the job they are currently on. On August 1, 2018, we submitted our second DOLA 

request  for our Streetscape Project, focused on matching funds for utility work planned in 

Phase 3 in 2019. We will have our opportunity to present our grant request to the grant re-

view committee in November this year. We requested $1 million dollars. 

 

Continued on page 6 



West Portal Road Notice 
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

August 18 

Colorado Corvette Mtn. 

Madness Car Show 

 

August 19 

Historical Society 

Community Chicken 

Dinner 5:30pm 

 

August 25 

1st Annual Fireworks  

Committee Golf  

Tournament at the Grand 

Lake Golf Course 8am-

5pm 

 

September 2 

First Saturday Music By 

The Lake 

 

September 3 

Emergency Responder 

Thank You Parade 

 

September  17-22 

Constitution Week 

 

September 22 

Constitution Week 

Fireworks 

 

September 30 

Taking Steps to end all 

Cancers, 5K Race 
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Middle Park Conservation District 

Fall Tree Seedling 

& Perennial Sale 

 

  
Middle Park Conserva-

tion District and the 

CSFS Nursery have 

once again decided to do a Fall Tree Seed-

ling and Perennial Sale. Fall is a great time to 

plant trees and perennials. They are selling 

most species that are typically offered in the 

spring, with the exception of the Bare Root 

Trees.  Deadline to order is August 17th. 

Trees will be delivered to Granby on August 

30th and to Frisco on  August 31st. Just in 

time for planting over the Labor Day week-

end. For more information, call  970-531-

0127 or middleparkcd@gmail.com for more 

information. 

************************************ 

Ninth Annual Corvette 

Mountain Madness Car Show 

Saturday, August 18th 
Check-in and parking 9am-9:45am at 

Town Square. Showtime is at 10am-

2pm. Registration fee is $25.00. Make 

checks payable to: CCC and mail checks 

to Pam Nelson, 6015 CR 30, Sil-

verthorne, CO 80498.  

Proceeds from this event will be do-

nated to Mountain Family Center & 

Grand Beginnings.  Please bring 

canned goods for the local food bank.  

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEE BUDGET WORKSHOP 

THERE WILL BE A BOARD OF TRUSTEE 

2019 BUDGET WORKSHOP ON 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 

 

The Board of Trustees will meet 

In the Town Hall Board Room on  

Monday, September 17th  

From 1pm to 4:30pm 

to begin review of the 

2019 budget.   

This is open to the public. 

Access to the Town Hall Board Room  

will be available through the 

rear entrance.  

 

Public Hearing-Tentative Date is Oct. 22, 2018 

 

Budget Adoption-Tentative Date is Nov. 12, 2018 

 

Check our website for updates 

www.townofgrandlake.com 

 

  

    

PUBLIC NOTICE 



7th Annual Constitution Week 
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CODE RED 

The Grand County Office of Emergency Management has instituted Code RED Emergency Notification System. This system 

allows ultra high speed cellular phone or text messaging to inform registered participants during an emergency or disaster 

affecting Grand County. This is for cell phones only, not landline phones. This system is for emergency purposes, such as, 

evacuation notices, fires, flooding, hazardous materials spills/leaks, and drinking water contamination.  Note: you must have 

cookies enabled before using the Code RED website.  To register your phone go to www.gcemergency.com.  Grand County 

Emergency Management is dedicated to the reliable and timely distribution of emergency information. Road closures of less 

than four hours or other incidents that are not an immediate threat to the public and may not be posted.  For adverse road 

conditions call, 877-315-7623 or 511 from your cell phone.  You can go online to http://www.cotrip.org for current road con-

ditions and closures.  

Town  of Grand Lake is seeking to fill (1) vacancy on the Planning Commission. Indi-

viduals must be bon a fide residents of the Town. Please submit a letter of interest to 

Town of Grand Lake, PO Box 99, Grand Lake, CO 80447.  Or contact the Town Planner 

at glplanning@townofgrandlake.com for more information at 970-627-3435.  

PLANNING COMMISSION VACANCIES 
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Headwaters Marina is having another banner season at the lake for the fourth consecutive year under the guidance of Jon T. Hall, 

our Marina director. 

 

Rocky Mountain Repertory Theater has a few weeks left to showcase:  “Annie”, “ A Gentlemen’s Guide to Love and Murder”, 

“The Full Monty” throughout the remainder of August. Opening night for the fall show; “Pump Boys and Dinettes” will be on 

Friday, August 31, 2018. 

 

Looking ahead to September, we will host the seventh (7th) U.S. Constitution Week, with some new additions this year, including 

both local and nationally recognized speakers as well as a  master barbeque cook off. More details on that will be provided in the 

September newsletter. 

 

 

Enjoy the outdoor activities for the remainder of the summer and fall seasons. Shop locally! I hope to see you around Town.  

 

Jim White 
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