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 TOWN OF GRAND LAKE NEWSLETTER 

July 2016 The Town of Grand Lake Board of Trustees is working toward 

placing a ballot question on the November election to enable us to 

complete infrastructure improvements represented in the Street-

scape and Wayfinding Signage Master Plans approved by the 

Town Board in 2015. Additionally, hours of volunteer committee 

work  over the past several years in anticipation of this project has 

prepared us and put us at the doorstep for this work. Current inter-

est rates are near a historic low. The cost of repaying a bond is at 

its most favorable point, so the Town would be paying less interest 

on the money it borrows. Interest rates may soon begin to rise and it is not likely they will be this 

low in the future, so it is a good time to borrow money. 

 

In 2016, the Town is also retiring debt from a previous bond. We anticipate this new loan will have 

payments similar to those we are retiring. Because of the scope of the project, the bond will likely 

need a minimal sales tax increase. Because we feel we have one shot at this, we plan to make im-

provements to Grand Avenue, infrastructure on Park Avenue, and improvements all the way out to 

Highway 34.  Among the plans for improvements, we want to: make our Town more easily walk 

able and pedestrian and bicycle friendly; we will verify any needs to replace any water and sewer 

lines that have exceeded their useful life (sewer lines would involve coordination with Three Lakes 

W&S); to consider needed repairs or replacement of the boardwalk to make it safer; and to improve 

the aesthetic appearance of the Town. Creative parking options are also included in the plan.  Traffic 

calming safety features, such as crosswalks and bulb outs may be added at several locations. Light-

ing improvements will be incorporated. Paving and drainage work will be a critical aspect of the 

project. Wayfinding signage will be added to help with mobility and provide better direction for 

visitors and residents alike. 

 

As soon as the bond issue passes, the Town is prepared to borrow the funds needed for the project. 

Construction would be planned to begin in 2017. 

 

We are holding a second public forum on Tuesday evening July 19, 2016 from 5pm till 7pm to con-

tinue the discussion in seeking input from the public. Comments and ideas can also be sent to 

town@townofgrandlake.com and every suggestion received will be added to the body of community 

input we have already received in the past few years. We are on a tight timetable to get this issue on 

the ballot. 

 

So reach out to your neighbors, especially those registered to vote in the Town of Grand Lake. En-

courage people to spread the word about the benefits of this project and encourage them to partici-

pate by providing feedback. With your help, this project will reward the efforts of so many volun-

teers who contributed their time and energy in the past several years and it clearly has the potential 

to make Grand Lake an even better place to visit and to live! 

 

Hope to see you around town! 

 

Jim White 

The Soul of the Rockies ™ 

Micro-Hydro System 5 
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

 

July 16-17 

Juniper Library  

Used Book Sale 

Pitkin Annex 

 

July 16-17 

Buffalo BBQ, Quilt Show  

& Parade 

 

July 16 

Buffalo BBQ 5K Run 

 

July 22-23 

Antique & Wooden  

Boat Show 

 

July 30– August 6 

Regatta Week 

GL Yacht Club  

 

July 31 

RMRT’s Cabaret  

 

August 6-7 

Craft Fair 

Town Square Park 

 

August 1 

Wildernest Ranch Movie 

 

August 6 & 7 

Adventure Race 

 

August 13 

Brews & Crews Fest   

 

August  20 

Corvette Club Show 

The Town of Grand Lake is having a second open house to discuss the project 

scope on an infrastructure improvement sales tax bond for the Streetscape and 

Wayfinding Masterplans. The public is encouraged to come and participate. 

WHEN & WHERE 

Tuesday, July 19th 

5:00 - 7:00 PM 

Town Hall Boardroom 

1026 Park Ave.  

Open House July 19 

Grand Lake Center 

The Center is located at 301 Marina Drive and is a 

community, event, and recreation center for all gen-

erations. Now open Mondays through Saturdays 8 

AM to 11 AM.   

 

The Town of Grand Lake and the Department of 

Local Affairs and the Colorado Office of Economic 

Development and Trade is entering into a contract 

for a grant in the amount of  $70,000 to assist with 

the Grand Lake Event Center Business Plan project. The Town must engage an additional con-

sultant within 90 days of the completion of this project to develop an operations plan for the 

Event Center at their sole expense.  

 

The Town has an opening for a part-time temporary position as Coordinator at the Grand Lake 

Center. The job description and application are available at www.townofgrandlake.com/apply-

for-a-job.htm  

Job Opening 

Enjoy Summer in Grand Lake! 
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Grand County Natural Resources  
Herbicide Giveaway: begins Friday June through September (except for Labor Day weekend) from 9-noon for small property own-

ers.  Must bring dedicated sprayer up to 4 gallons in size.  Giveaway is at the shop on the corner of 4 th and Topaz in Granby. Call 

970.887.0745  with questions.    

Free Herbicide 

CHECK THE WEATHER: A bright summer day can turn stormy within minutes, with lightning, high winds and even snow. In the 

Rocky Mountains, thunderstorms typically develop in the early afternoon.  

 

GET OUT EARLY: If hiking, start your hike early in the day -- and plan to be down the mountain by noon. Summer thunderstorms 

can form quickly anytime in the afternoon. Get below treeline or to safe shelter before a storm strikes. 

 

ABOVE TREELINE: Get inside your vehicle immediately, do not lean against the doors, and wait at least 30 minutes after a storm 

passes overhead. If you are away from a vehicle, get away from summits, isolated trees and rocks. Find shelter but avoid small cave 

entrances and rock overhangs. Crouch down on your heels. 

 

BELOW TREELINE: If you are in a forest, stay near a lower stand of trees. Stay away from tall, isolated trees or other tall objects. 

 

WHAT'S SAFE SHELTER: Tents, trees, small caves and picnic shelters are not safe. A vehicle or a substantive, enclosed building 

are. Stay away from water and any metal. 

 

ESSENTIALS: Carry raingear, map and compass, flashlight or headlamp, sunglasses and sunscreen, matches or other fire starter, 

candles, extra food and water, extra layers of clothing, pocketknife, and a first aid kit. 

 

AVOID: Avoid water. Avoid all metallic objects. Avoid the high ground. Avoid solitary tall trees. Avoid close contact with others - 

spread out 15-20 ft. apart. Avoid contact with dissimilar objects (water & land; rock & ground; tree & ground). Avoid open spaces. 

SEEK: Seek clumps of shrubs or trees of uniform height. Seek ditches, trenches or the low ground. Seek a low, crouching position 

with feet together with hands on ears to minimize acoustic shock from thunder. 

KEEP: Keep a high level of safety awareness for thirty minutes after the last observed lightning or thunder. 

Don’t get taken by surprise. Watch the horizon, the sky, for developing thunderclouds. But if despite all precautions, lightning ap-

proaches, here are a few tricks that might help. First, if possible, descend or get back to the vehicle. If it’s too late for that crouch 

down with your hands on your knees, keeping your head low. Get rid of all packs and metal items, placing them as far from you as 

possible.  

The Town has kayak racks available for seasonal slip rentals through its 

Headwater’s Marina Enterprise. Each slip can hold up to two kayaks  or 

typically one canoe, and are located on the southwest side of the beach area 

where the volleyball court is located, in front of the Western Riviera Motel, 

just  a few feet from the kayak boat launch.  Each space is available now 

through September 30th.  The season rental cost per slip is $150.  Please 

contact Town Hall at 970-627-3435 with any questions. 

Canoe/Kayak Slip Rental 

Lightning Safety Tips While Hiking in the Mountains 
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The Town of Grand Lake has completed installation of a 7 kilowatt micro-hydro energy recovery system located inside the town’s 

water treatment plant.   

 

The energy recovery system captures the energy available in the existing water supply line flowing between Tonahutu Creek and the 

town’s water treatment plant, converting potential energy into electricity -- capturing energy that was previously being wasted.      

“The clean energy generated by the micro-hydro energy recovery system will be fed into the Mountain Parks Electric grid, lowering 

the town’s electricity costs,” said Grand Lake Mayor Jim Peterson.    

 

The project consultant was Telluride Energy.  Hydro generation and control equipment for the project was designed and provided by 

Rentricity Inc.  Project installation was completed by Grand Lake water department staff.   

 

The project will produce approximately 40,000 kilowatt-hours annually, lowering the town’s energy costs at the water treatment 

plant through a net metering agreement with Mountain Parks Electric.   Total project cost was approximately $70,000.   

 

The project received rapid federal approval from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission thanks to 2013 federal small hydro 

reform legislation authored by Colorado’s U.S. Representative Diana DeGette. The project also benefitted from simplified electrical 

inspection due to 2014 Colorado small hydro reform legislation authored by Colorado State Senator Gail Schwartz and Colorado 

State Representatives Diane Mitsch Bush and Don Coram.  

 

The hydro installation follows up on a project feasibility assessment completed by Telluride Energy which was funded by a grant 

from the Colorado Water Resources and Power Development Authority.  

   

“Hydropower is an exciting but often untapped renewable energy source in Colorado. It was great working with Jim White and the 

Town of Grand Lake on its micro-hydro energy recovery system. The Town and its consultants did an excellent job of working 

through the process and we hope they can serve as an example to other Colorado project sponsors,” said Colorado Water Resources 

and Power Development Authority Executive Director Michael Brod.  

 

"With over 400 billion gallons of water flowing through pipelines daily in the United States, we see an enormous potential for retro-

fitting existing piping infrastructure for generation of new clean energy” said Frank Zammataro, Rentricity's CEO.  

 

"Grand Lake is providing a great example for other mountain towns,” concluded Telluride Energy CEO Kurt Johnson, “generating 

new clean energy from existing water supply infrastructure.”    

Grand Lake Completes Micro-Hydro Energy Recovery System 


