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May 2016 Come join us on Saturday, May 21, 2016 at Heckert Pavilion in Town 

Square Park! Town Beautification Day activities (9 AM to 11 AM) will be 

your chance to pitch-in on any number of spruce-up tasks. Volunteers are 

needed. The Community BBQ/Potluck (10:30 AM to 11:30 AM) will be a 

chance to socialize with friends new and old. The Arbor Day Celebration 

(about 11:30 AM) will be held following the BBQ at the Grand lake Center. 

 

Town Beautification Day is an annual event formerly known as Town Clean-

up Day. The Town has embraced this event as a grand opportunity for the Grand Lake community to 

come together to spruce up the Town to make way for the sunny days of spring and summer. The 

entire community (adults and children, year-round residents, business owners, second home owners, 

nonprofit organizations, and anyone else who loves Grand Lake) are encouraged to get involved and 

continue the community engagement and collaboration efforts. All participants in the Town Beauti-

fication Day activities will receive a tree seedling to plant at a later date, the trees will arrive after 

the event.  A sign up sheet will be located at the Heckert Pavilion.  

 

If you are interested in participating in the Town Beautification Day fun, here are some suggestions: 

Check-in at Heckert Pavilion at 9 AM (or as soon as you can get there!) 

Bring your own work gloves, sunscreen and outerwear (be prepared!) 

Optional: bring your own lawn/garden tools including rakes (depending on your preferred task) 

The Town will provide trash bags, rubber gloves, and safety vests 

Arrive when you can, stay as long as you can (you don’t need to be there the entire time) 

 

Again this year there are lots of ways to contribute to the beautification of Grand Lake. Our current 

project list is provided below. Feel free to suggest other ideas! 

Visitor’s Center  and Grand Lake Center– weed and clean-up 

Grand Lake Center—interior cleaning, vacuuming 

Picnic tables at GL Center – scrape and sand 

Spitzmiller Trail – trail maintenance and area clean-up 

Trash pick-up – in park areas and along streets/alleys  

 

Prizes will be awarded for the Most Interesting find, the Most Valuable find and for the Youngest 

Volunteer Trash Collector. 

 

A Community BBQ/potluck, sponsored by the Grand Lake Lodge, will immediately follow at 

Heckert Pavilion in Town Square Park. If you cannot make the Town Beautification Day activities, 

come to the BBQ anyway! Bring your favorite side dish and a smile! Soup, hamburgers, veggie bur-

gers, hot dogs along with condiments and the paper/plastic goods will be provided. All we need is 

you and a side dish!  Many thanks to Grand Lake Lodge! 

 

Grand Lake’s Arbor Day Celebration will be held at the Grand Lake Center, the former Grand 

Lake Elementary School, after the BBQ. There will be a short ceremony to recognize the value of 

trees and forested land to the Grand Lake community and promote the care, maintenance and diver-

sification of our community forest led by the Colorado State Forest Service.  

 

Come one, come all! It will be lots of fun on the 21st in Grand Lake. If you live or work in town, 

plan your day to join in! If you live and work elsewhere, plan to come to Grand Lake for the week-

end – join in with us on Saturday morning and kickback the rest of the weekend in our mountain 

paradise! Do not miss out on this grand opportunity to make a difference in Grand Lake! 

 

The Soul of the Rockies ™ 
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5K Angel Flight Run/Walk 5 
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

May 18 

Disney Way Book Signing 

GL Center 

 

May 19 

Rude Awakening 

Daven Haven 

 

May 21 

Town Beautification Day  

& BBQ/Potluck            

Heckert Pavilion 

9a.m.—11:30 

 

May 21 

Arbor Day—11:30 

GL Center 

 

May 27 (tentative) 

Hands Across America 

Trail Ridge Road Opens 

 

May 28, 29, 30 

Bingo in the Park begins 

 

May 28 

Kauffman House open 

11 a.m.—5 p.m. daily 

 

May 30 

Memorial Day Parade & 

Ceremony 

 

June 8 

GLAHS Annual Meeting 

Community House 7 p.m.

  

June  11-12 

Craft Fair 

Town Square Park 

 

June 18 

Rubber Duck Race 

Sign Up—Heckert Pavilion 

Town Square Park 

 

June 25 

Chilli Cook Off 

Town Sq. Park 

 

Did you know that where there is a lamppost on Grand Avenue, the 

garden below is adopted by a local volunteer?  Garden volunteers put 

countless hours into helping beautify the Town’s open spaces.  Cur-

rently, there are garden spots available for adoption; please contact 

Grand Lake Town Hall  at 627-3435 if you are interested in partici-

pating in this volunteer program. 

 

The Town of Grand Lake extends a heartfelt thank you to all volun-

teer gardeners for their commitment to these public spaces. 

Adopt a Lamppost Garden Program Seeks Volunteers 

Rocky Mountain National Park crews are working to open Trail Ridge Road by Memorial Day 

Weekend.  Currently, the opening ceremony is scheduled for May 27, 2016 at 1:00 p.m., 

weather dependent. 

Wear Your Life Jacket Day is Friday May 20, 2016 in support of National Safe Boating Week. 

Send your Pictures to: chriswrf2@gmail.com  #CHRISWRF or Facebook Christopher Mullinex 

Water Rescue. 

Chris’ Water Rescue 

Farewell to Judy Burke 

Long time Mayor, Judy Burke, ended her tenure on April 25, 2016.  She was the consummate 

public servant, dedicating her time, energy and knowledge to many aspects of the Town for 28 

years.  She served as the Mayor, as a Trustee and Planning Commissioner and represented the 

Town on the National Parks Committee plus numerous organizations.  Judy targeted Water 

Quality as a goal and spearheaded the purchase of the Grand Lake Elementary School, now the 

Grand Lake Center.   

 

During her tenure much changed in Grand Lake including the annexation and development of  

the Grand Lake Lodge, and the Ridge at Elk Creek properties; downtown improvements includ-

ing water line replacements and storm water systems; creation  of Lakefront  Park; allowance of 

snowmobile use in Town; Downtown Assessment, Streetscape and Wayfinding projects; Tree 

City USA designation; several condo developments (Riverview, Grandview Villas, Ravenwood, 

etc.) and increased home construction to name just a few.  Sales tax collections also skyrocketed 

during that 28 years. 

 

We thank her for her dedication to the Town! 

Trail Ridge Road Opening Ceremony 



On April 8th, 2016 Peggy Mann had an idea…  

She posted on Facebook the need for a baby grand piano to be donated 

to the Grand Lake Community House. It couldn’t be just any old piano, 

but had to be in perfect condition so that it could be used by the best. In 

less than 2 weeks a beautiful 1976 walnut baby grand was do-

nated!  The donation was received from Mike and Penny Brown who 

own a home in Grand Lake, but also reside in Austin Texas.  One night 

while Mike was watching Peggy perform at the Sagebrush he called 

her over on her break and showed her a picture of this beautiful piano 

on his phone… He said, “Do you think this will work?” Peggy was 

speechless, but after realizing what he was saying she said 

“YES!”.  Mike went down to Denver and purchased the piano from a 

woman who had owned it since it was new!   Mike not only donated it 

then, but paid for the shipping too!   

 

 

Thanks again Mike and Penny Brown for your generous donation to our beautiful little town… We are one 
grateful town!!! 

Thank You 
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Mountain Parks Power Line Replacement 

Mountain Parks Electric, Inc. (MPEI) will be rebuilding approximately 4000’ of overhead power line that currently runs parallel to 

the south side of Jericho Road.  The existing conductor, poles and hardware are all in poor condition and require updating for safety 

reasons and to meet current electrical code.  The new power line will provide much better reliability for years to come. 

 

MPEI is building the new power line in the same alignment as the existing power line.  However, in some areas, additional poles 

may need to be installed to shorten long spans or obtain clearances required by code.  The project is scheduled to be built this sum-

mer.  Construction will start the second week in July. 

 

Please be aware of construction in the area! Contact Jean Johnston, Project Manager, with questions at (970) 887-7065 or 

jeanj@mpei.com. 
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Since I was away for a brief five day respite, and our newsletter deadline is upon us, I will keep my comments short this month. We 

have lots of exciting events coming in the months ahead. Tonight, we begin with a Disney Way Book signing event at the Grand 

Lake Center. It’s 5-7pm on May 18, 2016 with Bill Capodagli, the author of the book. He will also remain in Town this week to fa-

cilitate a meeting with the Town Board and the Chamber Board and he will host a condensed version of the Disney Way training on 

Friday, May 20, 2016, also at the Grand Lake Center.  

 

Remember the Rude Awakening celebration tomorrow evening, May 19, 2016 at the Daven Haven and Town Beautification on Sat-

urday, May 21, 2016 (mentioned earlier in this edition). 

 

Much work has been put into organizing and cleaning up the Grand Lake Center and work will continue there this Saturday, May 21, 

2016, as part of the Town Clean Up efforts. Next week officially kicks off our summer in Grand Lake with the Memorial Day week-

end, the parade and all the festivities that accompany it. 

 

In June on Wednesday the 15th and Thursday morning on the 16th, 2016 , the Town of Grand Lake will host the anticipated 2000 rid-

ers from the Ride the Rockies bike event. Ride the Rockies has been happening for 30 years previously throughout assorted routes in 

Colorado and in this 31st year, it will be the first time the Town of Grand Lake will host the riders overnight. The Town, The Grand 

Lake Chamber, the Women’s Club, the Rotary, the Gentlemen’s Club, the Fire District, the Independent Sports Club, many local 

musicians, the Community Church of the Rockies, the Grand Lake Center Implementation Team, and some very dedicated volun-

teers have stepped up to help make their overnight stay in Grand Lake memorable.  

 

Mayor Peterson has taken the helm of our elected officials and has already led one full Town Board meeting. Our next meeting(s) 

will be on Monday, May 23, 2016, at 5pm for the Work Session and 7:30pm for the Regular Meeting.  We are poised for a very full 

summer of activities, projects, and events.  

 

That’s all I have for now. I am off to the book signing for the “Disney Way.” I hope to see you around town,  

 

                

Jim White 
 

Town Talk 



Juniper Library Progressive Dinner 
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Please join us for the 25th annual Friends of the Library Progressive Dinner in Grand Lake on Wednesday, May 25th. The five-

course dinner includes appetizer and wine, soup and salad, entrée, dessert and after dinner drinks provided by excellent restaurants in 

our Grand Lake community. The fundraising efforts of the Friends of Grand County Library support children’s programs and materi-

als and the summer reading program. Reservations are required since seating is limited to 50 peo-

ple.  Visit www.friendsofgrandcountylibrary.org. 

The price per person is $60, which includes the 5 course meal, all gratuities and bus transportation.  Quite a few of the event goers 

choose to walk from restaurant to restaurant.  The bus is always available for those who prefer to ride and for the trip to sites outside 

of the town limits.  Tickets go fast.  You can make a reservation by going on-line to www.friendsofgrandcountylibrary.org, calling 

Juniper Library 970-627-8353 or stopping by the Juniper Library located at 316 Garfield, Grand Lake. 

 

 

 

 

Grand for Next Level Business Certification 

 

Wednesday, May 18 
This ten session, hands-on, intensive business certification provides a real-world foundation for building your business 

smarter, faster and profitably. 

 

Date:  May 18 

Time:  4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Granby Fire Station 

  60500 US Highway 40 

  Granby, CO 80446  

Cost:  $250—$100 Deposit is accepted to hold materials. Full balance due at 1st class  

 

Contact Lindsey Stapay with any specific questions about this great program. 970-453-5700  

To pay by credit card please visit https://grandfornextlevel.eventbrite.com // To pay by check please make out to 

"NWCCOG Foundation"  

Grand County Economic Development News 

http://www.friendsofgrandcountylibrary.org/
http://www.friendsofgrandcountylibrary.org/
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