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The Soul of the Rockies ™ 

Grand Lake Town Hall will be closed on Monday, December 26th and Monday, January 2nd.  In 

case of emergency, please call 911.  The Grand County Sheriff’s office is able to contact the  

Town’s Water Department and Public Works in case of broken water pipes. 

Town Hall Closures 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 

The Mayor, Town Trustees, and Town Manager would like to thank all of members 

of our Town Staff and Town Board of Trustees team for your hard work, sacrifice, 

and all your efforts put forth throughout this past year. It is gratifying to know that 

we have pulled together in order to better serve the residents and businesses of Grand 

Lake, Colorado! 

We also wanted to express our sincere thanks to the Staff for your assistance in help-

ing us do our jobs of providing leadership and service to the community. We very 

much appreciate your dedication, and as we reflect upon the work accomplished dur-

ing the year, the Town Board remains very supportive of the extra efforts often made 

by the Town Staff, especially in adding in the goal to make our Town so special and 

unique. 

This year we completed the installation of our Hydro Electric generator at the Water 

Treatment Plant. We secured REDI Grant funding in the amount of $70,000 to assist 

with the evolution of the newly opened Grand Lake Center; we moved the East Inlet 

Boat Ramp Project forward with anticipated construction in the spring of 2017; we 

coordinated the Design of the West Portal Bridge Project with CDOT and Benesch 

Engineering; our voters approved a $4.3M dollar sales tax bond in November to rede-

velop our streetscape, utilities, drainage, multi-use pathways, lighting, and other im-

provements to the infrastructure; we made plans for the replacement in 2017 of our 

250,000 gallon water tank with a 500,000 gallon tank; we made great progress in up-

dating our cemetery, and we realized our second consecutive year of increased sales 

tax revenues. This is just a partial list; our complete list of 2016 accomplishments is 

impressive. The Town of Grand Lake is doing well; and plans to be even better going 

forward. 

We wish you and your families all the best for a Merry Christmas and safe and pros-

perous New Year! 

Mayor James C. Peterson *** Grand Lake Board of Trustees 

Jim White, Town Manager 
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
 

December 15 

Ladies Night Holiday 

Shopping in Town  

 

December  16 
Free Movie at Rocky Mtn 

Repertory Theatre 

  

December  16 & 17 
Secret Santa Shop at 

The Community House 

 

December 17 
RMRT’s Home for the 

Holidays 

 

December 26 
Historical Holiday Celebration 

at the 

Kauffman House 

 
December 26, 27, 31 

Kauffman House Open 

 

December 31 
New Years Fireworks 

Midnight 

 

February 11, 2017 

Winter Carnival 

 

FREE LIGHT SHOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ski the Wilderness – Saturdays, December 31—January 28 at 9:30 a.m. at the Kawuneeche Visitor 

Center. Join a park ranger for this mostly-level 1.5 hour cross-country ski tour of the Kawuneeche 

Valley.  For ages 8 and above.  Reservations required; call (970) 627-3471. 

 

Beginner Snowshoe  – Saturdays, December 31—March 4 at 1:00 p.m. at the Kawuneeche Visitor 

Center Beginner-level snowshoe tour with a ranger. For ages 8 and above. Bring your own snow-

shoes and poles. Reservations required; call (970) 627-3471. 

  

Full Moon Walk  -  December 13, 2016 , January 12, 2017, February 10, 2017 and March 12, 2017 

Explore the park by the  light of  the full moon on this one to one-and-a-half hour walk.  Reserva-

tions required; call (970) 586-1223. 

 

Programs continue through the winter.  For more information about Rocky Mountain National Park 

please call the park’s Information Office at (970) 586-1206.  All park visitor centers and the Infor-

mation Office will be closed on December 25. 

RMNP Winter Programs—West Side 

Every evening from  

now through  Janu-

ary 1st a FREE 

Amazing sound and 

light show that lasts 

over 45 minutes 

will be running.  Be 

entertained from the 

warmth of your car. 

Show begins every 

hour on the hour, 5pm to 9 pm (until 10pm on Fridays and Saturdays). Arrive at 

any point during the show.  

Directions: 

Five miles south of Grand Lake, turn west onto 2142 GCR/Road 4 and go to the  

2 mile marker. 

On the way there and back, at about the one mile point up Road 4, at #104 GCR 

4481, you will see lovely lights with music up and off to the right.  
 



No Parking on Grand Avenue 
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The Town plows all of Grand Avenue be-

tween Vine Street and Hancock Street on 

Mondays and Fridays during the winter, in-

cluding the parking spaces.  Please keep in 

mind that there are parking restrictions in 

effect from  3 a.m. to 7 a.m. for snow re-

moval operations on those days, excluding 

holidays.  Let it snow! 

Grand Lake is all deck out for the holidays.  The Town tree is beautiful and is lit on 

Grand Avenue at the end of town glowing so brightly.  Christmas lights abound, 

holiday banners and lighted snowflakes are up and Town lamppost lights are red 

and green. Shops are decorated and streets are snow covered—ready for snowmo-

bilers.  Thursday, December 15th, Ladies Night Holiday Shopping begins at 5pm. 

Grand Lake Shops will stay open late with sales, door prizes, and refreshments!  

Most of the shops in Grand Lake are open on the weekends.  Let’s  do our holiday 

shopping in our local stores. There are treasures to find, I am sure.  All winter long 

the sledding hill is open by Trinity Church (turn by the Grand Lake Hardware and 

look to your right).  Also, remember December 31st there will be fireworks over 

Grand Lake. The Winter Carnival will be held on February 11th, 2017.  This year  

is “Grand Lake Goes Hollywood”. There will be teapot curling, bed sled & snow  

sculptures, crazy fun and games, so mark your calendars.   

Town Festive for the Holidays 

As winter approaches, the Town would like to re-

mind all snowmobilers to respect our residential 

areas when riding.  Please go directly to and from 

your destinations in Town.  Do not ride in town be-

tween the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. except 

for one entry to or exit from town.  Obey all speed 

limits, yield to all cars and pedestrians, have valid 

registrations, driver’s licenses and snowmobile 

safety certificates (required for those under age 16).   

Ride in a single file as far right as possible and in 

the same direction as the automobile traffic.  Stay 

on the trail when in Rocky Mountain National Park.  

Remember, riding on the lake is extremely danger-

ous due to open water and thin  ice. 

Snowmobile Safety 
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Town of Grand Lake Snowmobile Rules 

Snowmobiles are allowed on the streets of Grand Lake under certain rules and restrictions. Regulations are strictly enforced by the 

Grand County Sheriff’s Department.  Please follow Town regulations and remind your guests to respect our residential areas.  

Snowmobile drivers may be ticketed for violations of the following regulations: 

1. Do NOT joy ride around town, go directly to and from your destinations. 

2. Do NOT speed. Obey all automobile traffic laws. 

3. Do NOT ride in town between 11 P.M. and 6 A.M. 

4. Children under 10 years of age may not operate snowmobiles in Town. 

5. Children between 10 and 16 years of age must be under direct supervision of an adult over the age of 18. 

6. Only stock mufflers are allowed. 

7. Ride in SINGLE FILE as far right as possible in the same direction as automobile traffic. 

8. Snowmobiles must yield to all automobile and pedestrian traffic. 

9. Snowmobiles must have current registration.  

10. DO NOT ride on sidewalks or boardwalks. 

11. DO NOT ride under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

12. SAFETY ALERT:   RIDING ON THE LAKE IS EXTREMELY DANGEROUS DUE TO OPEN WATER AND 

THIN ICE. 

 



 

The W. Portal Bridge Rehabilitation Project is entering the final stages of engineering design. The project is scheduled to be con-

struction ready for 2017. During construction, the Town will be closing down W. Portal Road to thru traffic starting at Garfield 

Street and ending at N. Inlet Road. A proposed detour route will be posted during construction. Copies of the preliminary design 

plans and proposed detour route during construction can be obtained at Town Hall during normal business hours. Please contact the 

Town Planner at glplanning@townofgrandlake.com for any question and/or comments.  

 

EAST INLET PUBLIC BOAT LAUNCH 

WEST PORTAL BRIDGE REHABILITATION PROJECT 
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In November, the Town submitted for Great Outdoors Colorado grant funds to aid in the repairs and replacement to the boat launch. 

For safety reasons, the south moorage dock was removed in June 2016. The north moorage dock is still functional. Construction re-

pairs are scheduled to begin as soon as the ice melts in 2017. The entire boat ramp will need to be closed for a short duration (couple 

of weeks) while construction is occurring. The ramp will be opened to the general public as soon as it is safe to do so. The Town 

strongly encourages launching your boat at Green Ridge. Comments and/or questions can be directed to the Town Planner at glplan-

ning@townofgrandlake.com.   

 

 

 

 



 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Looking for a way to give back this Christmas Season?  We need volunteers for the Secret 

Santa Shop to help set up, wrapping gifts, greeting and helping kids pick out gifts, and 

clean up.  

December 12—10am Meet at Trinity Church in the Pines to transport gifts, set up and 

                          assemble gift baskets 

December 13—10am depending on how much we get done on Monday, more set up 

December 14 & 15—Shopping volunteers if we are short on gifts 

December 16—10am to 3pm Wrapping, greeting and helping kids pick out gifts 

December 17—10am to 2 pm Wrapping, greeting and helping kids pick out gifts 

December 17—2 pm to ? Transport tables and leftovers and clean up 

 

To sign up or for questions, contact Deb Gahan at grandangels1@aol.com or check out 

www.grandangels.net .  Donations are welcome and can be delivered to Mountain Lake 

Properties at 1133 Grand Ave., debmgahan@aol.com. 

Many Thanks!! 

6th ANNUAL SECRET SANTA SHOP 

Page 6 TOWN OF GRAND LAKE NEWSLETTER 

Grand Angels and Rotary Club of Grand Lake invites local kids to come shop 

for a free gift for their mom, dad and pets!  

Friday, December 16th, 10am-3pm 

Saturday, December 17th, 10am-2pm 

At the Grand Lake Community House in Town Square 

Santa and Mrs. Claus will be there both days 

Fire Truck rides on Saturday! 



 

Winter Travel Tips from CDOT 
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Tire Tread Information 
How’s the tread on your tires? Find out using the Quarter Test. Insert a quarter into the 

tread with the top of Washington’s head going in first. The top of George’s head must 

be covered by the tread to confirm the tire has the minimum one-eighth inch tread to be 

legal if the Traction Law (Code 15) goes into effect! And if you don’t have a four-wheel 

or all-wheel drive vehicle, you’ll need to have snow or mud/snow (M+S) 

tires. #TractionLaw  

 

Forecast: snow! Make sure you’re ready to drive safely and legally. If CDOT puts the #TractionLaw into ef-

fect on I-70, you need to have snow tires, mud/snow (M+S) tires, or a four-wheel/all-wheel drive vehicle. All 

tires must have a minimum 1/8 inch tread. 

 

Log on to CDOT’s Winter Driving web page at: http://www.coloradodot.info/travel/winter-driving for road 

conditions winter driving tips and other information; or for I-70 West Mountain Corridor travel, go here: 

www.cotrip.org.Winter weather calls for increased safety measures along the I-70 corridor. This winter, 

CDOT will continue to proactively monitor weather conditions and may implement two existing laws de-

signed to keep travelers safe and traffic moving — the Traction Law (Code 15) and the Passenger Vehicle 

Chain Law (Code 16).  When issued, the Traction Law requires motorists to have snow tires, tires with 

mud/snow (M+S) designation, or a four-wheel/all-wheel drive vehicle. All tires, regardless of the vehicle, 

must have a minimum one-eighth inch tread. If weather conditions worsen, the Passenger Vehicle Chain 

Law may go into effect, meaning all vehicles will be required to have tire chains or an alternative traction 

device (like AutoSock). Failure to comply with either law, especially if a motorist delays or blocks traffic, 

may result in a fine ranging from $130-$650. 

http://www.coloradodot.info/travel/winter-driving

