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***For Immediate Release*** 

Grand Lake Lands Consultant Meets With New Steering Committee to 

Reveal Survey Results and Discuss Key Findings 
 

 

Grand Lake, CO (March 11, 2022) – Rachel Scarborough, Landscape Architect with Mundus 

Bishop, a landscape architecture and planning firm, recently presented the firm’s initial 

assessment of the current conditions of and future opportunities for Grand Lake’s public lands, 

facilities and open spaces to the newly formed Grand Lake Municipal Lands Master Plan 

Steering Committee. 

 

In September 2021, a team of designers from the Denver-based firm, which was contracted by 

the Town of Grand Lake in June 2021, spent a day visiting the Town’s various public spaces 

including parks, the beachfront, land parcels, rights-of-way, and public facilities, including as the 

Grand Lake Center and Headwaters Marina—a total of about 17 individual areas—to observe the 

layout and assess the existing conditions of these areas. The team was provided with data from a 

variety of reports created over the past 20 years, such as: Grand Lake Center Feasibility Study; 

Wayfinding Masterplan, Traffic Design Concept; Parks, Open-Space and Trails (POST) Plan; 

the summary of recommendations compiled by the former Grand Lake Municipal Lands 

Committee; and many more documents and maps to help in their understanding of the area and 

history. After careful thought and observation, the firm then produced a survey to gather 

additional public input, which was available to the public online in early February 2022.  

 

The survey link was posted on the Town of Grand Lake website and was promoted through local 

businesses, e-mail blasts, social media, local news articles and flyers posted in public buildings 

including the post office, town hall and Grand Lake Center. The survey received a total of 311 

responses, providing the professionals at Mundus Bishop with a wealth of information about 

community needs and desires, likes and dislikes. The firm presented the findings to the steering 

committee at a meeting on February 22, 2022, along with the results of the firm’s on-site visit.  

 

Of the 311 respondents, 33 percent claimed Grand Lake as their primary residence. 73 percent 

were older than 50 years old, with the next largest age group listed as 31-50 years of age. The 

survey was organized into the following site-specific categories, with the key findings as 

follows:   

  

Grand Lake Center (GLC) 

People reported the primary reason they use the GLC is for fitness purposes.  The top amenities 

respondents desire here are pickleball courts, a dog park and a swimming pool. Landscaping, 

shaded picnic areas and a community garden were also noted as “passive uses”. About half of the 

respondents believe the GLC would also be a good location to build workforce housing.  
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Winter’s Pioneer Park/Center Drive Lots/Public Works facility (current):  

These parcels were lumped together for the survey as Mundus Bishop identified a potential 

opportunity to connect the spaces due to their unique proximities, to which 70 percent of 

respondents agreed. The survey revealed that people would like to see this area improved to 

include a dog park, multi-use trails, added park facilities (ie: picnic tables, playground, etc). The 

majority of respondents believed these parcels would also be a good location for added 

workforce housing.  The recently acquired Stanley Property was the top location suggested for 

re-locating the Public Works facility, followed by the Center Drive Lots (next to the car wash). 

 

600 Mary Drive Lot 

Located across from the Conoco gas station, respondents said this is their top choice for a mixed-

use development featuring workforce housing. They also thought it would be an option for 

possibly re-locating the fire department and/or public works facility.  

 

Thomasson Park and County Road 48 (between Sloopy’s Grill and Elk Creek Campground) 

Respondents said that the addition of features such as connector trails, boardwalks and wildlife 

viewing areas—as well as parking and access improvements—would help improve visitation to 

these sites. The need for wetlands restoration here has also been identified. Legally, the 

Thomasson Park property is also earmarked as a future overflow site for the Grand Lake 

Cemetery.  

 

Veteran’s Park (formerly Triangle Park) 

This “pocket park” is currently used mostly for its picnic facilities and open lawn area, but 

respondents would like to see the additions of a shade structure and improved pedestrian/bicycle 

access (ie: crosswalks and trails). 

 

Lakeside Park & Pioneer Garden 

This property encompasses the beachfront, Headwater’s Marina and Town docks, and is reported 

to be one of the most highly utilized of all Town properties. People would like to see this area 

become more pedestrian-friendly, with additions like a boardwalk/promenade, landscaping and 

more picnic tables/seating for outdoor gatherings and events. Respondents agreed that the area is 

in need of more parking, although they were torn on whether or not it would be a good idea to 

build a parking structure as a solution.  

 

Town Hall Park 

Although this property is already highly utilized for its restrooms, picnic pavilion and spacious 

lawn area, people reported that they would enjoy the space more with the addition of more 

landscaping/trees, seating/gathering space and entertaining activities like fire pits, lawn games 

and updated infrastructure. It was agreed that parking is currently adequate at this location.  
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Chamber of Commerce 

When inquiring about improving visitor experience at the Chamber, respondents said they would 

like to see added signage, trail connectivity and traffic circulation solutions implemented around 

the building to improve access and visitation.  

 

Stanley Property 

Survey results revealed the public believes the Town would benefit the most from using this site 

for features like trails, wildlife viewing and affordable housing.  

 

The steering committee—which comprises 14 members selected for their personal and 

professional areas of expertise, as well as their various geographic locations in and around the 

Grand Lake area—provided feedback on the consultant’s assessment of the properties, which 

Mundus Bishop will take into consideration when planning the next steps of the project.  There 

will be additional stakeholder feedback and public outreach meetings in the future, however no 

specific dates have been chosen at this time. 

 

In creating a Municipal Lands Master Plan, the Town of Grand Lake aims to improve land use 

for recreational needs and provide a framework for trail and open space development while 

protecting the Town’s authentic character and lake views and natural resources.  

 

For timely updates from the Town of Grand Lake, please sign up for our e-mail newsletter at 

www.townofgrandlake.com/view-the-towns-newsletter.htm, or follow 

@townofgrandlakecolorado on Facebook. 

 

 

CONTACT:  

Katie Hearsum 

Community Engagement Manager 

Town of Grand Lake 

khearsum@toglco.com 

(513) 505-9553 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


