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OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 2015
Dear Quilting Friends,
There’s a lot going on in the shop right
now. A lot of exciting things are happening, and
I want to share some
of them with you.
Because we
won the Creative
Grids Row-by-Row
Contest, we want to
share our winnings
with you. Come in
and pick a Creative
Grids ruler you like, order it, and we’ll take 30%
off the price. Orders must be placed by October
7. We’re having a Ruler Party on Saturday, October 17, from 4pm-6pm. You can pick up your
ruler at this time. In addition, staff will be on
hand to demo some of the rulers, and snacks will
be provided.
On October 3 from 3pm-5pm we’ll have
our Pot Luck Dinner. You are all are invited,
but space is limited. You’ll enjoy good food and
conversation, and someone will win the blocks.
From October 8-10 we will be at the
Beaver Valley Piecemakers Quilt Show. I hope
to see you there!
Sunday, November 8, from 1-3, Lisa
Sauer, our Blank Quilting fabric representative, will bring in some new fabric samples from
Quilt Market. Only 25 lucky customers will be
able to join us and help select the fabric they
would like us to order. The fee to come is $25,
but that fee goes toward your fabric order, of
which you get 20% off.
Remember that the Happy Birthday discount is still good so come in and get 20% off
your total purchase on your birthday.
Thank you for your continued support
and patronage. 			
Johanna
3458 Babcock Blvd		

Random Acts of (Quilters’) Kindness
by Vivian Benton, newsletter editor
It never ceases to amaze me how
kind and thoughtful quilters are.
Maybe because quilting is one of
those crafts that, by its very nature,
evokes kindness and togetherness.
Two things happened to me recently
that made me start thinking more
about this. I ran into two quilters at
the Student Quilt Show at Piecing it Together. One lady, Pat, had on some
earrings that I really liked and kept admiring. She told me the story behind
them and I thought that was the end of it. Well, no it wasn’t. I did a lecture at
North Pittsburgh Quilters Guild on September 8. After I was done, Pat walks
up to me and hands me a pretty black bag and says “you know what this is.”
I said “no I don’t.” And I really didn’t. I had no idea. So I opened the bag, and
you know what was inside, right? Those earrings (which I had completely
forgotten about). The story was she had two pair and wanted me to have
the other pair since I liked them so much. On that same day (Student Quilt
Show), Peggy comes in and is sporting a really pretty batik purse (a shoulder cross-body purse) she had made. I oooohed and aaaahed about the bag
and talked about how I wish I could make bags, yadda, yadda, yadda. Well,
you know what I’m going to say, right? At that same guild meeting, Peggy
comes up to me and hands me this pretty paper tote bag filled with tissue.
Inside the bag was—you guessed it—the purse I was admiring the month
before. I cannot tell you how touched and moved I was by these two acts of
kindness. I wore the earrings and carried the purse the next day!
I have more stories like these. Like when Carol Hartman and the Monday
Sewing Group surprised me on my birthday at Piecing it Together a couple
years ago with a birthday cake and presents. I will never forget that day!
And when Karen Womack heard I was having chemo, brought me a dish of
lasagna because she didn’t think I’d be up to cooking dinner! And the comfort and support I received from Elmira Sizemore when my brother died this
year. She notified everybody in her sewing group and I got so many cards it
made me cry. And she and Cheryl Hayes treated me to lunch at a restaurant
of my choice anytime I wanted to go.
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Pittsburgh, PA 15237

412.364.2440

Random Acts of Kindness (continued)
So I started to wonder how many other quilters have stories
like this. As it turns out, LOTs! Here are their stories.
"Maggie" was a quilter who enjoyed making quilts
for her family. We were introduced through my BFF's sister.
Sadly, Maggie passed away this past year. But she touched
my heart by leaving instructions with her daughter about three
quilts she was in the process of completing. Her daughter was
to get the quilts to me so that they could be finished and quilted! Of course, when my friend asked if I would take on the
task, my answer was yes. All three were scrappy quilts, with
odds and ends of lots of fabric and clothing. I gladly finished
them and quilted them for Maggie's grandchildren. It was an
honor to be thought of by her and to be entrusted with the awesome task of finishing a part of her legacy to her grandkids!
Denise Friedrich

Eight years ago I had open heart surgery. On arriving
home, my church quilting group surprised me with a pieced
scrappy heart-block throw-size quilt top complete with batting
and backing (each one of them had made a block from their
scrap stash). It was all ready for me to hand-quilt during my
recovery which I did with, of course, a heart design.
The quilt is one of my most treasured possessions. Every winter I feel as if I'm surrounded by my friends as I snuggle
under the quilt on chilly nights while watching tv.
					
Anne Nevin

My friend Diana treated me to a tote bag class at a
local quilt shop. She purchased all the fabrics I needed for the
class. Diana also took the class which made the experience
even more fun!			
Gerry Benton
When I was sick and in the hospital four different
times in two years, two of those times were for a month-long
stay. I received so many cards it made me cry. I even received
cards after I came home each time. I got cramps in my hand
from writing all of my thank you notes, but I wanted to answer
each one with my true feelings so they were all different. Johanna, from Piecing it Together, came to visit me at Passavant
and gave me a beautiful Angel panel. I haven't started to do
anything with it yet because I want to get a couple coordinates
and give it to a friend who is my guardian angel.
Thanks to everyone again who sent me cards; they
really meant a lot to me.		
Debby Helmstetter

My story is about Johanna's kindnesses to me in making my grandbaby's quilt. I learned I would be a grandmother
in September 2014, and at the time I didn't have a job. I came
into the shop to buy material, and, since it had been about eight
years since I had last quilted, Johanna said I could come into
the shop to work on the top, which I did. Well, the next month,
my job search paid off, and I did start a new job, but that left
me little time to do sewing. My granddaughter was born in
March, and the quilt wasn't ready yet. I met my granddaughter when she was three weeks old, and I was determined that
I would give her the quilt on my next visit to San Francisco
which was scheduled for this past July. Since I used all my time
off for my travels, I'd really make the effort to stop in when
the shop was open and ask for help. And Johanna gave it—for
sizing the quilt, for adding more pins to secure the quilt before
quilting, for suggestions on the stitching to use for the center
blocks, for reminding me how to do the binding, and for one of
her best suggestions—how to incorporate my granddaughter's
name, Oona, into the quilt. I was going to free-motion quilt
Oona's name into the border, and I showed Johanna a sample.
She showed me a set of alphabet letters I could use that would
really make Oona's name stand out, which it did. Two days
before I left for my trip, I added the quilt label and finished the
quilt.
Over the months that I spent working on the quilt, I
used books and the Internet for guidance and ideas, but what
meant the most and helped me the most was Johanna's encouragement and unselfishness to help me finish this special
project.				
Patricia Malinowski
My story actually includes two wonderful examples
of kindness from quilters.
My son, Emeric, was diagnosed with a terminal, genetic disease called Tay Sachs in August 2013 when he was
only 16 months old. This disease is one without a cure and
no approved treatments currently. Much research and support
for families of children with this disease comes from primarily two organizations—Cure Tay Sachs Foundation and the
National Tay Sachs and Allied Diseases organization. One
afternoon, we received the a care package from one of these
foundations—it was a handmade quilt! It was a combination
of superman, cars, flames and Mickey Mouse fabrics! A quilt
totally fit for a little superhero! While undergoing and then recovering from a bone marrow transplant, Emeric lived for 6.5
months at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. While in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit, one of our favorite nurses brought
Emeric another quilt that had hand embroidery included on it
continued next page
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Random Acts of Kindness (continued)
with phrases such as “God Bless.” Being a sewer and quilter
myself, these two handmade gifts are absolute treasures to us.
Emeric passed away on May 2, 2014, two weeks after his 2nd
birthday, after having fought so bravely for so long. The physical and emotional situations he persevered are indescribable
and would be unthinkable for many adults. The two acts of
love and kindness that were given to Emeric were and continue
to be reminders that we are never alone in this life, that God
surrounds us with so many people—many of whom we don’t
know and will never meet—to help us along in times of distress
and struggle. The Mickey quilt squares remind me of the best
week of my life when we took Emeric to Disneyland prior to
his going into the hospital. Likewise, the squares of superman
fabric remind me daily of my little superhero and the lessons
that he taught me about strength and how to love even when
you are suffering. The wonderful people who made these beautiful works of kindness probably will never know how much
they mean to our family. Today, quilting and sewing often take
on new meaning. All the things I once dreamed of making for
my little boy—that energy is directed into the little gifts of love
that I can share with other people. To all of you other quilters
out there who put your heart into gifts of kindness, know that it
is appreciated beyond words, and often becomes a life-long gift
of kindness.
Thank you for allowing me to share my story, Vivian.
No matter which amazing and lovely story of kindness you
write about, it is a wonderful thing for us quilters to remember
that our passion can often be a gift to others if we choose to
share it. 				
Michele Gruber

I went to my friend Patty`s house and saw that she had
this big bundle of fat quarters and the colors were Twinberries
fabric, which I just loved. Well, as it turned out, she bought a
bundle for me for my birthday. Great friend, right? Now I just
have to figure out what I want to make.
Linda Miller

Oh, this is an easy one. The women I have met in our
quilting guild are amazing, kind and generous. One example
are the quilts that members make for many different causes like
the homeless vets and hospice, just to mention a few. What a
privilege to be part of this endeavor.
Kathy Friel

My story is about several quilters and a quilter who
was a quilt shop owner – Maxine, from the Quilt Basket in
Monaca.You probably remember that she closed several years
ago. My sister was learning to quilt with a church group when
she was diagnosed with colon cancer. That didn’t stop her
from trying to give back. She appreciated the support the
American Cancer Society gave to her and the way they helped
others. She knew that I had taken a class at the Quilt Basket,
and visited the shop when I had a chance, and made a request.
I am normally a little shy, and it was out of my comfort zone
to ask, but when I approached Maxine about donating a couple
yards of fabric to make modesty covers for breast cancer victims undergoing chemo and radiation, she said sure and asked
me how much was needed. Three yards I was told. Without
asking a lot of questions or information about the group sewing the covers, Maxine proceeded to pull bolts off the shelves
and started unwrapping them. Giving me all of the remaining
fabric on bolt after bolt until it was stacked three feet high on
the counter. Much, much more than the three-yard request.
So much that I could not carry it to the car in two trips. I would
guess it was over 100 yards, maybe as much as 120 yards of
first quality quilt fabric, beautiful floral prints. It was the most
generous act of compassion that I had ever witnessed from a
shop owner, and I was discreetly told by the staff when they
helped me to my car that it was not the first time she had given
yards and yards of fabric to a charity. My sister did not survive the cancer, but she introduced me to the wonderful quilting world, and I miss her every time I sew two pieces together, visit a quilt show or contemplate a fabric purchase. What
would Tami think of this one? In fact, now another sister, who
had claimed to be the “non-sewer” in the family whenever she
tagged along to a quilt show, has gotten the quilting bug. I am
going to visit her soon and we plan to sew for three days, a
mini retreat. She is with us in spirit.
Rose Hufnagel

I took a quilt to a friend’s house to use her long arm
quilting machine. When she heard I had to ship the quilt to the
recipient, she gave me the idea to use a space bag to reduce
bulk and shipping cost. Not only did she give me the idea, she
gave me a bag too!				
Janice
When I was brand new in quilting, and, you, Vivian,
gave me some well used and loved rulers, as you had newly
discovered Creative Grids. Since I was just starting out and
didn’t know if I would like it, I happily accepted. And, now, I
have passed them on to some newbies, because I also love the
Creative Grids rulers and have been slowly replacing the ones
you so graciously shared with me.		
Julie Spangler
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What is a Pre-cut?

An Act of Kindness

Is your head spinning from all the different terms used
for various precuts? Below we describe the most common ones used today. First, what is a pre-cut? A precut
is simply a piece of fabric that is cut into a specific size.
Different manufacturers have different names for them.
Some of them are:
Charm Squares
A charm square is a 5-inch cut of fabric
(not 5-1/2 mind you, but 5!). Charm squares 		
usually come in packets of 40-42 and have all 		
the designs from one collection.
Jelly Roll/Bali Pops
These are 2-1/2” strips that are rolled into a
bundle. There are usually 40 strips per packet.
Jelly Rolls are manufactured by Moda; Bali 		
Pops are manufactured by Hoffman.
Layer Cake
A collection of 10-inch squares—so half the size
of a charm square. There are typically 42
squares to a collection of layer cakes.

Abigail George of
Gibsonia
donated
these quilts to Piecing it Together for
Project Linus. The
quilts were part of
her church service
project.

Dessert Roll
These are strips that are cut 5” x width of fabric.
There are usually 20 strips in a collection or pack.
Honey Bun
A honey bun is a collection of strips that are cut
1-1/2” by the width of the fabric.
Turnover
A turnover is a 6-inch triangle that comes 80 		
to a bundle. There are usually two of each print
from the collection.
Note: The “sweet” names are registered trademarks of
Moda.

Don’t forget to get your ticket for the Kids Back Pack
Program quilt drawing. Tickets are $1 and you could be
the lucky recipient of a beautiful quilt. All proceeds go
to the program.
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Student Quilt Show
The Piecing it Together Annual Student Quilt show was
held on Sunday, August 16, 2015, from 12-4pm. It was a
wonderful turn out—more quilts this year than ever before. Thank you to all who participated.
Below are the winners, respectively: First Place, Cheryl
Hayes; Second Place, Leslie Miller; and Third Place,
Carol Hartman.
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Piecing it Together Annual Fall Retreat
Piecing it Together’s Annual Fall Retreat was held Thursday thru Sunday, September 24-27. There were 21 quilters who laughed, sewed, and snacked the entire weekend.
The retreat this year was held at a new location—The
Martina Spiritual Retreat Center in West View. This was
a wonderful facility. We had more than enough space to
sew, free wi-fi, and very very nice rooms. The Sisters
were more than accommodating. We had so much fun
that we’re talking about doing it again in 6 months instead of waiting a whole year. Look at how busy everyone was! We all got a lot done!

continued next page
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Retreat continued

OCTOBER CLASSES
1

Quillow. Staff (11-2, $15). Free pattern with
class.

2

Stitch By Numbers. Esther King (10-2, $20).
This is a new technique you’ll really enjoy
doing. Pattern required.

3

Lost City. Doris Litman (10-2, $20). This
wallhanging can be made with a jelly roll or 		
Bali Pops. The pattern is free with class.

5

Monday Afternoon Sewing Bee (1:30-3:30)

6

Irish Lace Carrickmacross. Jackie (2-3, for 5 		
weeks, $50). You’ll learn how to make		
appliqué lace using a simple needle and		
thread technique.

7

6-hour Baby Quilt. Carol Panza (10:30-12:30,
$10). This is a quilt-as-you-go technique.

8-10

Beaver Valley Piecemakers Quilt Show

12

Monday Afternoon Sewing Bee (1:30-3:30)

13

Winter Wishes. Esther King (10-2, $20).
This is a cute wallhanging. Pattern 			
required.

14

Charm Square Star. Staff (3-4, $5).
Free pattern with class.

15

Easy Tote Bag. Staff (11-1, $10). Kit and
pattern required ($15).

17

Fall Leaves. Annie Tuley (10-12, $10).
Annie will show you how to make a 3D wall-		
hanging. The pattern is free with the class.

17

Dogs and Cats (clam shell design). Annie 		
Tuley (1-3, $10). Annie will help you 			
make your kit into a great wallhanging.

Piecing It Together

19

Monday Afternoon Bee (1:30-3:30)

20

Hand Quilting. Staff (10-12, $10).
Kit included with class.

21

Silk Neck Tie Quilt. Georgia Moncada (10-12,
3 sessions; Oct. 28 and Nov. 4., $30). Georgia
will teach you how to use those treasured 		
ties.

21

Beginning Quilting. Georgia Moncada (1-3, 6
sessions $60). You’ll learn quilting basics.

22

B-Q Quilt. Esther King (2 sessions, 10-12, $20)
A great way to use a large print fabric. Second
session is Oct. 29. Pattern required.

23

Community Service (10-4). All welcome.

24

Basic Paper Piecing. Staff (11-12, $10). Kit is
included.

30

Machine Quilting. Staff (11-1, $15). Kit is 		
included in the class fee.

31

HALLOWEEN FABRIC SALE. Receive 30% off 		
halloween fabric if you wear a mask!

NOVEMBER CLASSES
5

New: Bendy Bag. Sharon Samuto (2-4, $10).
This cute little bag has an easy zipper
insertion. Pattern required.

6

Hand and Machine Applique. Staff
(11-1, $15). Kit included.

7

Heirloom Class. Annie Tuley (10-12, $10)

7

Fall Leaves Wall Hanging. Annie Tuley (1-3,
$10). Annie will show you how to make a 		
great quilt.

8

After Market Fabric Party. Led by Lisa
Sauer (1-3pm)
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NOVEMBER CLASSES continued
10

T-shirt Quilt. Bona (10-4, $30).

12

Hunter Star. Staff (11-12, $10). You pick the
fabric and we will cut the fabric pieces for
you.

13

Christmas Wreath. Staff (11-1, $10).

14

Wool Workshop. Esther King (10-11, $10).
Esther King will show you how to use wool.
Kit included.

FYI, Reminders, and Thank Yous
Would you like to give something back to the community? If
so, Community Service is calling
you! Not only will you be giving
back to the community, you’ll
also get to meet other quilters,
have lunch and perhaps even
learn something new. We really
could use your help. Next meetings are October 23 and November 28.
Need a place to lay out your quilt? You’re welcome to do it at
the store. Just call first for an appointment.

14

Prairie Point Christmas Tree. Esther King
(12-1, $5). You’ll learn how make a beautiful
XMAS decoration.

We offer private quilting lessons for only $20 an hour. Call us
if you need help and we’ll schedule a time for you.

17

Rag Quilt. Staff (11-1, $10). We will help 		
make your family favorite quilt.

Need to make a quilt fast? Come in and check out our new
selection of panel fabrics and other fast-finish kits.

17

Ruler Party (4pm-6pm). Come in and pick up
the Creative Grids rulers you ordered, watch
some ruler demos and enjoy some
refreshments.

Did you know that with store receipts totaling $100 (regularpriced items only) you get a free yard of fabric? (Offer does
not include wool and minkee fabrics.)

19

6-Fat Quarters Quilt. Staff (10-1. $20).
Includes kit and pattern. This is a great baby
or a lap quilt.

20

4-Ways to Bind a Quilt. Staff (2-4, $15).
Kit included.

21

Emily’s Star. Carol Hartman (10-1, $15).
Carol will show you a new way to paper 		
piece. Pattern required.

24

Gadget Cushion or Cell Phone Bag. Staff
(11-12, $10). Either of these would make a
great Christmas present. Pattern is included.

26

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

27

Demo Day. Come in any time during the
day to see some demos of various
techniques.

Happy Birthday to You! Come in on your birthday and receive a special one-time discount of 20%. Just show your ID
within one week of or one week after your birthday to receive your discount.
Need to cut strips or other quilt block designs fast? We have
just what you need. Our AccuQuilt Studio Fabric Cutter can
cut those for you in no time. We have LOTs of shapes. Call
the shop to find out if we have the shape you need. We’re
getting in new ones all the time. (Fabric must be purchased
from the shop for free cutting.)
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LEARN MACHINE QUILTING ON A MID-ARM MACHINE
Piecing It Together provides one-on-one training classes
to anyone who would like to learn to quilt on a mid-arm
machine. You must take the training class (1 session,
$75) before you can rent time on the shop’s machine.
We provide three leads which you can use again and
again. The class is three hours long and is by appointment only.
After this class, it is $12 an hour to rent time. We love
using this wonderful machine and know you will too.
If you have taken the class but have forgotten some of
what you learned, we are offering a refresher class for
$11.

Do you have a quilt that needs to be batted?
1 session with Staff - $40
Thread-basted, full size or larger
1 session with Staff - $25
Pin-basted, full size or larger
Or you can do it yourself for free using our
tables.
Please call to schedule an appointment
with staff.

Piecing It Together
3458 Babcock Blvd
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
412.364.2440
Hours:
Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Thursday 10am-6pm
Shop email address:
piecingittogether@comcast.net
Newsletter email address:
piecingittogether@gmail.com
Editor: Vivian Benton
Website:
www.piecingittogether.biz
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