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Dear Quilting Friends,

This is going to be a 
great and busy 
summer. The shows are
over, and we are 
preparing for several 
upcoming events and 
activities. See the 
calendar on the right 
for dates and time.

We always look forward to having Pat 
Knoechel visit the shop. She’s very enter-
taining and always has lots of new quilts to 
show. If you are interested in attending, you 
MUST call the shop to reserve a space as 
seating is limited. Lunch ($5) will be served 
at Noon, followed by Pat’s free lecture and 
trunk show from 1-3pm.

The most frenzied activity in the shop right 
now is preparing for the Shop Hop. It’s not 
until June, but we have to cut hundreds of 
squares and patterns and kits. The theme for 
the shop hop this year is “Gems.” See page 
3 in this newsletter for a peek at the gem we 
will be featuring.

I hope you keep on sewing, and I look for-
ward to seeing you in the shop soon. 
           Johanna

3458 Babcock Blvd.          Pittsburgh, PA 15237          412.364.2440

This issue’s feature story is about
“letting go!” See page 4 to find 
out how some quilters are coping...
or not!

Piecing it Together Calendar of Events

May 14  Potluck Dinner (3pm-5pm)
May 21  Community Service (10am-4pm)
May 22  Pat Knoechel (1pm-3pm)
June 14-18 Western PA Shop Hop
June 10 Community Service (10am-4pm)
June 21 Row by Row starts (see page  6)

Six Ways to Save Money in the Shop

1. The 20/20 Club. Join this club for $20 and you save 20% off 
all your purchases for a whole year, beginning with the day you 
buy the card. 

2. Save your receipts. Everytime you make a purchase in 
the shop, save your receipts! After you reach $100 in receipts, 
you get a yard of regular-priced fabric of your choice.

3. Take a class. When you take a class or participate in a 
block-of-the-month, you get a 15% discount on your purchases 
for that class.

4. Birthday discount. Come in within a week of or week 
after  your birthday and receive 20% off your total purchase.

5. Finished the bolt? If you finish the bolt, you’ll receive 
20% off that purchase.

6. Belong to a guild, any guild? If so, receive 10% off 
your total purchase.

  So come on in and start saving!
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JUST IN...
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“Gems” Block Preview for shoP hoPPinG at PiecinG it toGether

During the Shop Hop, each participating shop has a gem color. Ruby is the gem color for 
Piecing it Together. Below is a sampling of the blocks (made by Annie Tuley) that will be part of 
a pattern set for the shop’s quilt. 

You’ll receive two free patterns and fabric (not including background) to make the two blocks.

Joyce Kish of Ross Township trys her hand at  
quilting on the midarm.

LEARN MACHINE QUILTING ON A MID-ARM MACHINE

Piecing It Together provides one-on-one training 
classes to anyone who would like to learn to quilt 
on a mid-arm machine.  You must take the training 
class (1 session, $75) before you can rent time on the 
shop’s machine.  We provide three leads which you 
can use again and again. 

The class is three hours long and is by appointment 
only. After this class, it is $12 an hour to rent time.  
We love using this wonderful machine and know you 
will too.

If you have taken the class but have forgotten some 
of what you learned, we offer  a refresher class for 
$11.

The Shop Hop starts June 14 
and runs through June 18. 
Note that for your conve-
nience, an extra day has been 
added this year.

This is going to be a beauty 
so don’t miss out!
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Just Let it Go!
by Vivian M. Benton, newsletter editor

I started cleaning out my files in my office at work a few 
weeks ago and wondered why I had held on to all those 
papers and copies of things and receipts from 30 years 
ago. And books that are way past their usefulness? Who 
needs dictionaries and thesauruses and writers’ guides 
when you can find anything you need to know on the in-
ternet? So I gave them away. I even have a CD player in 
my office with pretty little speakers and tons of classical 
CDs. Haven’t played anything in years. Giving it to my 
husband. It’s starting to feel good! 

So now I’m on a missison to “get rid of useless stuff.” 
What’s next? My sewing room, of course.  I had to take 
a seat and survey my surroundings. How had I accumu-
lated so much “stuff”? And I say stuff because a lot of it 
I absolutely have no use for. Why is it so hard to get rid 
of things you KNOW you don’t need. You tell yourself 
“one of these days I’m going to use this for something.” 
I looked around at all the pretty little tin cans that once 
had nuts in them and pretty boxes that had candles. At 
some point I put thread in one, needles in another and 
so on. But what happens is you forget those things are 
in there. I look forever trying to find something when lo 
and behold I’ve stuffed it in one of these boxes. I have 
to let these things go. And you know what I’m thinking, 
right? “As soon as I get rid of it, I’m going to need/want 
it for something.” But why would I now need it when I 
haven’t for 15 years? So out goes all the pretty gold foiled 
boxes with beautiful bows—hmmmm, maybe I could just 
save the bow for something? So no! They’ve gotta go. 
I had bottles and bottles of glue-type stuff I was given 
at quilt market at least 10 years ago. I counted them. 10 
bottles. Glue has long since dried up. Now they’re just 
taking up prime real estate. Out they go! At one point I 
started saving the selvedges from fabric I bought (that I 
was actually using) so if I ran out of that fabric, I  could 
just find the selvedge strip, get the name of the manufac-
ture and designer and pattern number, go online and order 
more. Well, that’s certainly a good idea and has on occa-
sion worked. But when they start to pile up after about 10 
years—they’ve long since stopped printing that fabric—
it’s time to let it go.

Now I’m feeling the same way about my beloved quilt-
ing books. I really could open up a quilting  book store. 
But reality has set in. There’s probably no technique or 
how-to you can’t find on a YouTube video. Much easier 
to google “mitered binding” than to search through a hun-
dred books to find it, right? Out they go! Not all of them, 
mind you. I will hold on to some books by my favorite 
designers/teachers like Dianne Hire and Karla Alexander 
and Karen Stone and Anita Solomon and Ruth McDowell 
and Joen Wolfrom. uh oh!

And do we even want to talk about fabric? I do admit I’m 
out of control when it comes to buying fabric. But, truth-
fully, I don’t care. I love fabric, and if I see a fabric I love, 
I will buy it! I don’t care if I’ll never live long enough to 
use it. I really don’t think in those terms. I figure I work 
everyday and pay all my bills so I’m gonna buy fabric 
because it makes me happy! OK, so I am out of room. 
What do I do? Once a year I go through all my fabric, 
piece by piece, and decide whether or not I still like it 
(isn’t it amazing how fast your tastes change?). If I don’t 
like it, it goes in the “sale” pile—not giveaway pile mind 
you—sale pile! I sell it to my friends at an unbelievable 
discount. So, yes, I do let it go and even get a few dollars 
for it. Room for more fabric?

A few months ago I got rid of several huge bags of fabric 
scraps. This is after years and years of saving them. Just 
knew one day I was going to use them. Not! They just pile 
up. On several occasions I’ve “loaned” bags to friends to 
pick out what they wanted for their scrap quilts. Yes! I 
should have just given the bags to them. I held back a few 
bags but now realize I should have let them go as well. 
The only ones I know I will use are the black and whites 
because I use those a lot and maybe batiks.  Maybe one 
day I’ll go down to the garage and let go of those bags 
tucked away in a corner. LOL

All in all, I’ve freed up a lot of space in my sewing room. 
I’m not done by a long shot. Some things take longer to 
say goodbye to but I’m much better at it now. I’m no 
longer holding on to things “just because I might need it 
onte day.”

I really enjoyed reading what some of you wrote (next 
pages) about your feelings of “letting go.” Some were 
very inspirational and some I just had to chuckle. I hope 
you enjoy reading them as well.    



Just Let it Go! continued

From Cheryl Kirchner
My recent attempt to remember a phrase from my Mother and 
Grandmother Annie is helping me to let go.  “Just enough is still 
a feast” was a saying they frequently repeated during my child-
hood.   My Grandmother used these words to cope with a family 
of 13 children and a husband who worked as a coal miner.   She 
was given these words as a child by her mother who had im-
migrated from Ireland.  I was reminded of these words several 
years ago during a conversation with a wise woman.
   
It helps me to look at all the accumulated ideas, fabric, books, 
magazines, wishes for new hobbies, activities, people, etc. 
that really clutter my head.  Sometimes I cannot hear or think 
through important life processes.  Having just enough is a way 
to change the daily schedule as I open my eyes each morning. I 
occasionally doubt this is possible but the attempt is worth the 
effort.  

So far it has been the best goal I have made and seems to have 
brightened my days as I try to discard or organize 5-10 items 
in my day.  We recently downsized again but we still have too 
much in our new smaller space.  I will always need someone to 
help me organize my material by size and color, quilting sup-
plies, the UFOs, etc.  Yes, this does sometimes feel like trying 
to “solve world peace!”

This modest change leaves me feeling lighter and better able to 
focus, accomplish or throw away what will not matter one year 
from today.  I have recently discarded my first four quilting 
attempts from more than 15 years ago, fabric purchased more 
than 5 yrs. ago, the running diary of my life journey and repeti-
tive interests I never seem to get to.  It is the burden of being a 
conceptual thinking person vs detail-oriented individual; learn-
ing how to think and act differently.

I have not lost any physical weight but my heart is lighter.... for 
today.  And that is my attempt to let go in my life.  “Just enough 
is still a feast” is my mantra.  I am eager to hear what works 
for others.  

From Kathy Friel
Letting go? That’s an easy one. Quilting Books. I must have 
100 and have only made one pattern out of them.  I just can’t let 
them go; I keep saying “oh I will use that one day, but it never 
happens.”  Also fabric, of course. I always buy more than I need 
for a project.  I’m a work in progress. 

From Julie Spangler
Good topic. For me, it depends on what it is.  In the past I always 
had trouble letting go of things that had memories connected to 
them.  But, as I get older, I am trying to look at things from 
the perspective: will this be worth something, would anyone 
else want it, and how important is it in the scheme of things?  
I have also learned from genealogy that we don’t necessarily 
have to keep an item but can take a picture of it and have that.  
Takes up less space.  This would be especially if you know 
that no one else will want it or it has no monetary value and is 
just sentimental.  And, in preparation for eventually having to 
downsize, and to help so that anyone left behind doesn’t have 
to go through my “stuff” and have extra work getting rid of and 
generally cleaning out my things, I am trying to move things on 
now as I go.  As for quilting, for the most part, I am giving away 
things I make when I know someone else will enjoy it.

From Phyllis Jones
Vivian, you “think up” very interesting and relevant topics for 
“us” to think about!

I decided it is time to “let go” some of my “fabric stash” – for 
several reasons: I have been accumulating it for quite a few 
years and have now realized that some of the “days of yore 
bargains” are now taking up too much space, I now have “some 
difficulty finding what I am looking for” (since it may be at the 
bottom of a pile), and I know that my daughter will not want 
the fabric since we have very different “tastes” and styles. I am 
slowly and carefully going through “some” of the piles.
 
Why did I ever obtain some of those fabrics? Part of my prob-
lem could be related to the name of my “so-called business”—
Sew What’s Available—and that my mother saved every scrap 
and even re-used basting thread!

From Marcia Rymarchyk

 I am finally biting the bullet!

 continued next page
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Roberta Ellis
I have FOUR generations of stash: mine, my mother and her 
sister’s, my grandmother’s, my grandmother’s best friend (who 
left her stash to me and my aunt in her will!), and my great 
grandmother and great aunt’s.  I have a really hard time us-
ing, let alone getting rid of much of the older items.  I have 
unfinished embroidery pieces, unfinished quilt tops, unfinished 
sweaters and bedspreads—you get the picture.  Some of the 
tools I have are at least a century old.  I have a set of steel 
crochet hooks still in the old Alka-Seltzer jar my great grand-
mother stored them in.

I also have my own bits and pieces of fabric, yarn, thread etc.  I 
have a hard time throwing anything away.  I keep thinking that I 
will someday use these tiny bits for something, especially since 
I make dolls of all sizes.  I am sure that if I throw away that 
½ inch square of calico I will soon thereafter need it to finish 
a dress for a three-inch-tall doll.  I have finally made myself 
throw away any piece of fabric smaller than 1 ½ inches square.  
I will not keep tiny slivers of trim or ribbons and I started keep-
ing my patterns on disc or PDF on my computer to cut down 
on paper.

Mary Lou Kosis
Well, Vivian, I have been strongly tempted on occasion to throw 
something into the garbage bag. Either I didn’t  understand the 
directions or the object was not turning out nice. When I got 
to the point of total frustration  and actually tears and words I 
wouldn’t repeat, I put the item away for a few months. Once, 
I put a half done quilt away for two years. Couldn’t stand to 
look at it.

I will start something else but only ONE or TWO projects.  Af-
ter a while I can bring out the failed item and look at it in a 
new light.  I will search for someone who can help me and start 
anew even if I have to take everything apart.  I can face it then.  
I make it a habit not to have more than three projects started at 
any one time. That way I don’t get overwhelmed with partially 
finished things. What does one do when there are many unfin-
ished projects ?  Look at it objectively.  Ask yourself, am I ever 
going to finish this, do I even like it, can I use it.  If the answer 
is no, give it to someone else. If the answer is yes, take one item 
at a time and finish it before starting something else. You will 
be much happier.

Just Let it Go! continued The Row by Row Experience

All 50 States and Canada, too!

How about this… it’s like a shop hop, but it’s not... no 
fees, no cards to stamp, and all summer to play! Simply 
visit any of the participating shops and receive a free pat-
tern for a row in a quilt. Combine your rows in any way 
to create a unique quilt that represents the fun you had 
traveling throughout the summer. Travel with friends, 
discover new quilt shops and have fun collecting rows!

Prizes and collectibles!

Create a quilt using at least 8 different 2016 rows from 
8 different 2016 participating Row by Row shops and be 
the first to bring it into a participating shop to win a stack 
of 25 fat quarters (6-1/4 yards of fabric!). Use that shop’s 
row in your quilt and win a bonus prize! 

Exclusive Fabric Plates™ by Zebra Patterns will be 
available in many Row by Row quilt shops. Each one is 
unique! Collect a bunch to create fun projects, sewing 
studio wall art or even a fun backing for your quilt.

Be watching for pins, t-shirts, caps and even more Row 
by Row licensed items featuring the Row by Row Home 
Sweet Home logo.

Each area has it’s own Facebook page. “Like” the page 
from the areas you visit to see pictures of the rows, shop 
displays, winning quilts and fabric plate projects. 

Note: You may remember that Piecing it Together came in 
first place last year, and we’re looking forward to 
another great year.  Thanks to all who voted!

Travel and collect rows: June 21 - Sept 6
Bring in completed quilt for prize: June 21 - Oct 31



   MAY CLASSES

Page 7

5  Easy Pineapple Placemat. Beginners welcome. Staff. 11-12, $5

6  Six-hour Baby Quilt. This is a great class for beginners.  Quilt-as-you-go.  Carol Panza, 10:30-1:30, $15

7 Wool Block of the Month.  Esther King. 10-12, $5

7 Free Motion Machine Quilting. Learn to use your machine to make beautiful feathers. Annie 
 Tuley.  1-4. $15

10  T-Shirt Quilt. Come make a special memory quilt with all those tshirts you’ve been saving. 10-4, $30

11  Hexagons. Learn English Paper Piecing by hand or machine. Second session June 8. Georgia Moncada. 1-3, $20

12  Hand Applique. Learn different techniques and different stitches. Annie Tuley. 10:30-12, $7.50.

12  Mariner’s Compass using Freezer Paper. A different way to paper piece. Advanced beginner. Pattern is  
  free.  Annie Tuley. 1:30-4, $12.50

13  Turning 20. Make this quilt using fat quarters. Beginners welcome.  Staff. 10-12, $10

14  Empire Place Block of the Month. Vivian. 10-12. $10/month (includes pattern booklet)

14  Potluck Dinner. 3-5pm.

17  Hawaiian Applique. Learn to applique using an Hawaiian flower. No individual pieces to bother with and no  
  templates or freezer paper. Pattern provided. Vivian. 6-9pm, $20.

18  Quilting II. Learn how more techniques while making different blocks. Four sessions. Georgia. 1-3.

19  Take 5. You pick five fabrics and we cut the pieces for you. Beginners welcome. Staff. 11-1, $10.

20  Modern Table Topper. This is a drunkard’s path block goes modern. Staff. 12-2, $10.

21  Community Service. Your help is needed for this worthwhile project. 10-4

22  Lecture and Trunk Show with Pat Knoechel. Lunch ($5 at Noon. Program (free) from 1-3.
)
24  Hand Embroidery Group. Esther King. 2-4pm, $10. All welcome.

26  Prairie Point Pillow. A fun and fast way to make a pillow. Staff. 1-4, $10.

27  Hand Quilting. 11-1. Staff. $15.

28  Shadow Trapunto. Add elegant color to a whole cloth quilt. Pattern is free. Annie Tuley. 10:30-12:30. $10.

28  Dogs & Kittens. We make the kit and Annie shows you how to make a great dog or cat quilt. 1:30-4:30. $15.

30  Holiday. Store closed.

31  Hunter Star. We make it easy by cutting the pieces for you. Staff. 11-12, $10.



                JUNE  CLASSES
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1 Apron.  Class is free if you buy your fabric in the store. Staff. 10-11

2 Mondo Bag. A great way to use 5” charm squares. Staff. 10-2, $20

3 Woven Placemat. A simple weaving technique to make a nice-looking placemat. Scrap friendly.  
 Staff. 3-4, $5.

4 Wool Block of the Month.  Esther King. 10-12, $10

4  Folded Wreath. This is makes a beautiful addition to your dining room table. Can be made with fabrics  
	 	 to	fit	holiday	themes.	Carol	Hartman.	12-2,	$10

6 15-Minute Table Runner. Makes a great and easy gift. Staff. 10-11, $5

8 Gadget Cushion.	Holds	a	cell	phone,	iPad,	ruler,	etc.	Staff.	11-12,	$5.

9 Machine Quilting I. This class is for beginners. Annie Tuley. 10:30-12:30, $10

9  Dogs & Kittens. We make the kit and Annie shows you how to make a great dog or    
  cat quilt. 1-3. $10.

9  CCAC Beginning Sewing.	Learn	the	basics	of	sewing.	Phyllis	Jones.	6:30-9pm.
 
10 Community Service.	Please	come	help	out	in	this	worthwhile	cause.	10-4

11  Empire Place Block of the Month. Vivian. 10-12.

11  Paper Piecing.  A different way to paper piece. Advanced beginner. Pattern is free. Annie Tuley. 1:30-4, $12.50

14-18 Shop Hop.10am-9pm; Saturday until 5pm.

18 Strip & Stack Quilt.	Done	in	squares.	Jean	Heller.	10-2,	$20.

21  Hand Embroidery Group. Esther King. 2-4pm, $10. All welcome.

24  Mystery Quilt Weekend with Esther. Starts with pizza at 5pm and contInues until 8pm.    
  15% off your supplies. $60.
25  Weekend continues at 9am and ends at 5pm. Sandwiches provided for lunch.

28 Class for Kids.	Pillowcase.Class	is	free.	Kit	is	$10.	11-12
29 Class for Kids. Cell phone bag. Class is free. Kit is $10. 11-12
30 Class for Kids.	Placemat.	Class	is	free.	Kit	is	$10.	11-12
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Easy Windmill (May 4)

Folded Wreath (June 1)
Easy Pineapple Placemat (May 5)

Woven Placemat (June 3)

Cathedral Window (May 3)

Turning 20 (May 13)

Shadow Trapunto (May 28)

Some May/June Class Offerings 

15 Minute Table Runner
(June 7)

Hawaiian Applique (May 17)

Stack & Slice Table Topper
(May 17)



Do you have a quilt that needs to be batted? 
1 session with Staff - $40
Thread-basted, full size or larger

1 session with Staff - $25
Pin-basted, full size or larger

Or you can do it yourself for free using our  tables.

Please call to schedule an appointment  with staff.

Piecing It Together
3458 Babcock Blvd

Pittsburgh, PA 15237
412.364.2440

Hours:
Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm

Thursday 10am-6pm

Shop email address: 
piecingittogether@comcast.net

Newsletter email address:
piecingittogethernewsletter@gmail.com

Editor: Vivian Benton

Website:
www.piecingittogether.biz
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FYI, Reminders, and Thank Yous

Would you like to give some-
thing back to the community? If 
so, Community Service is calling 
you! Not only will you be giving 
back to the community, you’ll 
also get to meet other quilters, 
have lunch and perhaps even 
learn something new. We really 
could use your help. Next meet-
ings are May 21  and June 10.

Need a place to lay out your quilt? You’re welcome to do it at 
the store. Just call first for an appointment.

We offer private quilting lessons for only $20 an hour. Call us 
if you need help and we’ll schedule a time for you.

Need to make a quilt fast? Come in and check out our new 
selection of panel fabrics and other fast-finish kits.

Did you know that with store receipts totaling $100 (regular-
priced items only) you get a free yard of fabric? (Offer does 
not include wool and minkee fabrics.)

Happy Birthday to You! Come in on your birthday and re-
ceive a special one-time discount of 20%. Just show your ID 
within one week of or one week after your birthday to re-
ceive your discount.

Need to cut strips or other quilt block designs fast? We have 
just what you need. Our AccuQuilt Studio Fabric Cutter can 
cut those for you in no time. We have LOTs of shapes. Call 
the shop to find out if we have the shape you need. We’re 
getting in new ones all the time. (Fabric must be purchased 
from the shop for free cutting.)

IMPORTANT NOTE:

The newsletter email address will be chang-
ing from “piecingittogether@gmail.com” to 
“piecingittogethernewsletter@gmail.com”. 
Please send a note to the new address if  you 
have not already done so. I will be shutting 
down the current (gmail) address within the 
next week or so.

Even more important note: The newsletter 
name change over HAS NOT happened! If you 
sent email the the “new” address I will get it, 
but the “old” address is still good. I will keep 
you informed.    --- Vivian


