Piecing it Together Newsletter

MARCH - APRIL 2016
Dear Quilting Friends,
The weather is so amazing. One day it’s 15
degrees, the next it’s 50. But what can you
do? It’s winter, and we are better off than
a lot of people so we should be thankful.
The cold weather keeps us in, which means
more time for sewing. I look forward to seeing what you’ve been working on.
The Anniversary celebration in January and
the Superbowl Party in February were both
big hits. If you didn’t come, you missed
30% and 25% off all fabric. See pictures on
pages 3 and 4.
Time to move on now to the next events:
Quilt Shows! We’ll be vending at the Three
Rivers Quilters Quilt Show in March and
the North Pittsburgh Quilters Guild Quilt
Show in April (see calendar on the right for
dates). So that means lots of preparation going on in the shop right now to get ready for
these shows.
We’re starting a couple of new projects in
the shop in the next couple months, and I
hope you will participate. One is what we’re
calling “Demo Saturday,” where we’re
teaching a different technique each month.
See page 5 for details. We’re also offering
a block of the month featuring some really
beautiful blocks. See the next column for
details.

Events Calendar
Weekly Sewing Bee
March 7		
			1:30-3:30 (every Monday)
Community Service
March 11		
			10am-4pm
Demo Saturday (12-1)
March 12		
Three Rivers Quilt Show
March 17-19		
North Pittsburgh Quilters Guild
April 15-17		
			Quilt Show
Community Service
April 22		
			10am-4pm
New Block of the Month starts		
April 23		

EMPIRE PLACE – A NEW BLOCK-OF-THE-MONTH
Piecing it Together is offering a new block of the month titled “Empire
Place.” There are 18 beautiful paper-pieced blocks (created by Sassafras
Designs) in the series (you make two of each), along with setting blocks
and borders. Sessions (with Vivian Benton) will start Saturday, April 23,
from 10am-12pm, and will run for six sessions. The cost of the BOM is
$10 per session, which includes the book. At the first session, Vivian will
offer color suggestions and ideas, provide important tips, and walk you
through the making of the blocks (no sewing). Bring two finished blocks
to the 2nd and subsequent sessions and receive $2 off the session fee.
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED prior to the start of the session, and a deposit of $30 is due at the first session. You also get 15% off your fabric
when purchased in the store for this BOM.

1st two
blocks
made by
Vivian

I hope you keep on sewing, and I look forward to seeing you in the shop soon.
				Johanna
3458 Babcock Blvd.

Pittsburgh, PA 15237

412.364.2440

NEW IN THE SHOP...
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Happy Anniversary!
Lots of quilters came out on January 16, to help Piecing it Together celebrate its (how many years?) anniversary. All
fabric was 30% off—a sale that couldn’t be missed by a lot of quilters.
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More than the Superbowl....
The Superbowl Party at Piecing it Together really was more about the 25% off fabric than it was about the superbowl. But, as
these shoppers can attest, any excuse to come out and shop works!
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DEMO SATURDAY @ Piecing it Together

Backpack Program Raffle Quilts

Beginning Saturday, March 12, Piecing it Together will
be hosting free demos once a month. The demos will
be held the 2nd Saturday of each month from 12pm1pm. A list of the first four demos, led by Vivian
Benton, is provided below. We will keep you informed
of future demos as we develop them. This is a great
offering for beginners, who may not be familiar with
a lot of these techniques, as well as experienced quilters, who may have missed something along the way.
Demos are FREE but we ask that you sign up at least a
week in advance so we know how many are coming.

For over a year now, Piecing it Together has been donating money to the kids Backpack Program. Where
does the money come from?: the raffle tickets purchased by you to the win a beautiful quilt (pictured
below). Please note these quilts are donated by generous quilters. So please come in and try your luck at
winning a quilt. Even if you don’t want the quilt (well,
who doesn’t?), a donation to the program is helpful.
The ticklets are only $1 and all of us can spare a dollar
or two, right?

March 12
April 9		
May 14		
June 11		

4 Ways to Make Half-Square Triangles
3 Ways to Make Flying Geese
Painless Curves – Fast and Easy!
How to Piece a Drunkard’s Path Block

Answers to Last Issue’s Crossword Puzzle
OK. I admit the puzzle was hard. Since I did it myself and knew
the answers, I guess it was easy TO ME! So here are the answers.

Across:
5. A tighter stitch length makes this successful: Paper Piecing
7. Grownups like this too: Novelty
10. It had better be accurate: Seam Allowance
13. It keeps on growing: Stash
16. She dates: Historian
17. It holds the tip: Stiletto
18. For good measure: Ruler
19. It’s the dyeing kind: PDF

Down:
1. Someone shows you how: Demo
2. Put two together and sew: Piecing
3. Who’s newsletter is this?: Piecing it Together
4. These have a higher thread count: Batiks
6. Help is always wanted: Community Service
8. It goes faster if you fuse it: Applique
9. Some are universal: Needles
11. Best done in a hoop: Embroidery
12. Fabric is 30% off!: Anniversary Sale
14. Fabric is 25% off!: Superbowl Party
15. It takes organization: Guild
20. You can’t spend this: Fat Quarter
21. You see lots of quilts in one room: Quilt Show

IMPORTANT NOTE:
The newsletter email address will be
changing
from
“piecingittogether@
gmail.com”
to
“piecingittogether@
newsletter.com”. Please send a note to
the new address if you have not already
done so. I will be shutting down the current (gmail) address within the next week
or so.
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MARCH CLASSES

Piecing It Together

1		 Modern Quilt Squares and Rectangles. We cut the pieces for you. Beginners welcome. Staff. 10-1, $15
2		
Hand or Machine Appliqué for Beginners. Staff. 2-3. $5
3		
Easy Pineapple Placemat. Beginners welcome. Staff. 11-12, $5
4		
Six-hour Baby Quilt. This is a great class forbeginners. Quilt-as-you-go. Carol Panza, 10:30-1:30, $15
5		
The Lost City. This is a beautiful quilt that can be made with a jelly roll or Bali pops. The pattern is free with class.
		 Doris Litman. 12-2, $10.
8		
T-Shirt Quilt. Come make a special memory quilt with all those tshirts you’ve been saving. Bona. 10-4, $30
9		
Tumbling Blocks quilt. Staff. 1-3, $10
10		Turning 20 quilt. Beginners welcome. Staff. 11-1, $10
11		Community Service. Your help is needed for this worthwhile project. 10-4
12		Folded Wreath. This is a beautiful addition to your dining room table. Can be made with fabrics to fit holiday
		 themes. Carol Hartman. 10-12, $10
15		 Hunter Star. An intricate quilt to piece if you have to cut the pieces yourself, but in the class you pick the fabrics
		 and we cut the pieces for you. Staff. 1-3, $15
17-19 Three Rivers Quilters Guild Quilt Show. Piecing it Together will be a vendor.
22		Cathedral Window. An old favorite with a modern twist. You can do this by hand or machine. Staff. 11-1, $10
23		Bermuda Bag. This cute purse can be made from a jelly roll and a coordinating fabric. It has a zipper and 		
		 Inside pocket and finishes at 10 x9 x 4. Pattern required. Sharon Samuto. 1-4, $15
24		Hand Quilting. Staff. 11-1, $15
25		Flower Ruching. Nice to wear on Easter. 10-11, $5
26		A la Carte Fusing—Geometric Shapes! This is a “no sewing” class so no machines to bring! You’ll cut five
		 geometric shapes (provided) in various sizes and arrange them into a pleasing art quilt. Your quilt will not look
		 like anyone else’s. You’ll leave class with a finished quilt top. Easy for beginners. Questions? Email Vivian at
		benton@psc.edu.
29

�ake Five. You pick 5 fabrics and we will cut them for you. Beginners welcome! Staff. 11-1, $10,

30

Beginning Paper Piecing. Kit included. Staff. 3-4, $10

31

Pillowcase. Class is FREE if you buy your fabric in the store.

(Some class offerings are pictured on page 8.)
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APRIL CLASSES
1

Apron. Free if you buy your fabric in the store. Staff. 10-11

2

A la Carte Fusing—Curvy Shapes. This class is similar to the “A la Carte Fusing---Geometric Shapes” class
except instead of geometric shapes you’ll be cutting and fusing curved pieces. In this class you’ll be given
the full-size pattern (~24x36) from which to draw your shapes. There’s no sewing so no machine required.
Vivian Benton. 10-4, $40. Questions? Send email to benton@psc.edu.

6

Summer Floral Corsage. Learn to make this beautiful corsage; it’s a great addition to your jacket. Linda
Williams. 10-1, $15

7

Celtic Knot. You’ll learn to use pressing bars in this class. Beginners welcome. Annie Tuley. 10:30-2:30, $20

9

Wool Block of the Month. Esther King. 0-12, $10

13

Annie’s Purse. This comes in two sizes (sample features the large). The purse has both inside and outside
pockets as well as a zipper closure. Pattern required. Sharon Samuto, 1-5, $20,

14

Machine Quilting I. This class is for beginners. Annie Tuley. 10:30-12:30, $10

14

Dogs and Kittens. Learn to make a dogs or kittens quilt with the clam shell pattern. We cut the clams shells
for you. Annie Tuley. 1-3, $10

15-17 North Pittsburgh Quilters Guild Quilt Show. Piecing it Together is vending.
19&26 Quick-Step, These are quilt-as-you-go. Patterns are required. 2 sessions. Carol Panza, 10-1
20

Colorwash Trip Around the World. We save you time by cutting the strips for your. Staff. 11-1, $10

21

Free Motion & Shadow Trapunto. This is an advanced quilting technique. Annie Tuley. 10:30-12:30.

22

COMMUNITY SERVICE. Please come help out. 10-4

23

*** New: “Empire Place” Block of the Month. Vivian Benton. Starts April 23, 10-12. See page 1 for details.

23

Emily’s Star. Learn a new way to paper piece while making this star. Jelly-roll friendly. Carol Hartman.10-1, $15

27

Charm Square Star. Pattern is free with class. Staff. 10-1, $15

28

*** New: Jelly Roll Race Shake Up. Come make a quick baby quilt or bigger. Annie Tuley. 10:30-12:30, $10

29

Mini-Gordian Knot. This is a beautiful pieced project. Esther King. 10-2, $20,

30

Easy Art Quilt from a Panel. You’ll be shown many design options for turning your panel (or focus fabric)
into an art quilt. Design options include squares, half-squares, circles, checkerboard, flying geese and more.
There’s no set way for you to create your top; you’ll have several options with which to design your piece,
and no two tops will look alike. Vivian Benton. 10-4, $40
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Some Spring Class Offerings (pictured)

Annie’s Purse (April 13)

Summer Floral Corsage (April 6)
Folded Wreath (March 12)

Emily’s Star (April 23)
Cathedral Window
(March 22)
A la Carte Fusing - Curves (April 2)

Easy Art Quilt from a Panel
(April 23)
The Lost City (March 5)

A la Carte Fusing - Geometric
(March 26)
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LEARN MACHINE QUILTING ON A MID-ARM MACHINE

FYI, Reminders, and Thank Yous

Piecing It Together provides one-on-one training classes to anyone who would like to learn to quilt on a midarm machine.
You must take
the training
class (1 session,
$75) before you
can rent time on
the shop’s machine. We provide three leads
which you can
use again and
again. The class

Would you like to give something back to the community? If
so, Community Service is calling
you! Not only will you be giving
back to the community, you’ll
also get to meet other quilters,
have lunch and perhaps even
learn something new. We really
could use your help. Next meetings are March 11 and April 22.
Need a place to lay out your quilt? You’re welcome to do it at
the store. Just call first for an appointment.
We offer private quilting lessons for only $20 an hour. Call us
if you need help and we’ll schedule a time for you.

Lucille Adkins of Sharon trys her hand
at quilting on the midarm.

Piecing It Together
3458 Babcock Blvd
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
412.364.2440
Hours:
Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Thursday 10am-6pm
Shop email address:
piecingittogether@comcast.net
Newsletter email address:
piecingittogether@newletter.com
Editor: Vivian Benton
Website:
www.piecingittogether.biz

Need to make a quilt fast? Come in and check out our new
selection of panel fabrics and other fast-finish kits.
Did you know that with store receipts totaling $100 (regularpriced items only) you get a free yard of fabric? (Offer does
not include wool and minkee fabrics.)
Happy Birthday to You! Come in on your birthday and receive a special one-time discount of 20%. Just show your ID
within one week of or one week after your birthday to receive your discount.
Need to cut strips or other quilt block designs fast? We have
just what you need. Our AccuQuilt Studio Fabric Cutter can
cut those for you in no time. We have LOTs of shapes. Call
the shop to find out if we have the shape you need. We’re
getting in new ones all the time. (Fabric must be purchased
from the shop for free cutting.)

Do you have a quilt that needs to be batted?
1 session with Staff - $40
Thread-basted, full size or larger
1 session with Staff - $25
Pin-basted, full size or larger
Or you can do it yourself for free using our
tables.
Please call to schedule an appointment
with staff.
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