
Shop News 
There’s so much going on in the shop
these days, it’s hard keeping up. The 
hustle and bustle of the Shop Hop is 
over (thanks to all who stopped by) only 
to start the Row by Row Experience. 
We’ve been frantically finishing the 
quilt and putting together kits. We’ve 
gotten lots of new fabric in and some 
amazing tools, and there are several 
events you shouldn’t miss. 

New Fabric

We’ve been getting in lots of  Kaffe Fas-
sett (as well as Brandon Mably) fabrics. More bolts are coming 
in daily. They literally fly off the shelves so it’s hard to keep 
them in stock. We’ve also gotten in some “Peppered Cotton” 
by Studio E  and Northcott’s “Toscana.” And back by popular 
demand is “Pearl Essence” (in both white and cream) from May-
wood Studio. See pictures of some of these fabrics on page 4.

Row by Row Experience

The Row by Row started June 21 and runs through September 6 
where you travel to shops and collect rows. This year’s theme is 
“Home Sweet Home.” The ultimate goal is to create a quilt us-
ing at least 8 different rows from 8 different participating shops 
and be the first to take it to a participating shop to win 25 fat 
quarters. If you use that shop’s row in your quilt you also win 
a bonus prize. See page 3 for a picture of Piecing it Together’s  
theme quilt  (kits are available) and the story behind the design 
(by our own Annie Tuley).  Please vote for our quilt on Face-
book. Remember your votes put us in 1st Place last year and we 
won $250 worth of Creative Grids rulers! Also, if you didn’t get 
a fabric license plate last year (we sold out), we have just gotten 
in more so be sure to stop by the shop to get yours before they 
are all gone.
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Student Quilt Show

We’re once again having our ever-popular Student 
Quilt Show. It’s a great opportunity for students to 
show off their class projects. This year it will be 
Sunday, August 7 from 1pm-4pm. See page 3 for 
details.

Shop News continued on page 2

Having fun at the Shop Hop (see page 6 for 
more pictures).

Pat Knoechel’s entertaining trunk show 
(see page 5 for more).



Shop News continued

Flea Market

The flea market has become an annual shop event. It’s an 
opportunity to sell some items you no longer have use for 
but other quilters might want or need. This year the sale 
will be Sunday, August 28, from 12-4. Please call the 
shop to reserve your space.

Retreat

Our retreat will be held again this year at the Martina 
Spirituality Center September 15-18. We start now on 
Thursday (instead of Friday) because quilters enjoyed it 
so much they wanted another day. It’s sold out again this 
year, but get your name on the waiting list if you are in-
terested in case a spot opens up next year.

Ongoing Activities

We have scheduled another Potluck Dinner, which will 
be held Saturday, August 6, from 3pm-5pm. Everyone 
who attends is asked to make a block (kits are ready and 
available in the shop). All the blocks are placed in a bas-
ket for a drawing where one person wins all the blocks. 
In addition, everyone brings a dish to share and also show 
and tell. Space is limited so you have to sign up to attend.

For many years we have provided quilts to hospitals, 
agencies and other groups in the city. This is done in 
the form of what we call Community Service. Our next 
“meetings” are Saturday, July 30 and Saturday, August 
28. We encourage all of you to come out and support this 
effort. There’s lots to do so please don’t think we don’t 
need you. I thank all of you who have come in the past 
and continue to come. See below to see just how much 
our work is appreciated (see below). In addition to the do-
nation of quilts, we also give monetary donations to North 
Hills High School for their Backpack Program which help 
feed hungry children.        — Johanna

Tool Review:  Super Bright Portable LED 
Lamp by IdeaWorks (reviewed by Vivian Benton)

While in the shop the other day 
I happened to see this little lamp 
on the counter by the cash register. It 
looked cute enough so I bought it. 
(OK, sometimes all it takes to 
buy something is cute!). But really, 
my husband and I were going on a 
car trip the following week, and 
I wanted to take along some hand 
applique. If you’ve ever stayed in 
a hotel, you know how dimly lit those 
rooms are and no matter how 
many lamps you turn on, you just 
can’t get enough light, especially 
for close-up work like hand 
applique. So this was very small and 
relatively inexpensive ($18) and looked perfect for a hotel 
project. 

Got home, opened it up and realized I needed four AA bat-
teries. Then I read the instructions which said you can also 
plug it in to a USB device. (Aha! That’s what that little cord 
that fell onto the floor when I opened it is for!).  So I imme-
diately went to my computer and plugged it in and voila—
let there be light! And I do mean light. Each time you press 
the power button, you get another level of brightness—up 
to three. I immediately pulled out my hand applique to try it 
out. In addition to the brightness, I really like the size of it. 
It’s VERY small so it doesn’t take up too much space. And 
it folds flat, which makes it really portable. The only thing 
I’m sorry it didn’t have was a little bag to keep it in. But bags 
and pouches I do have, and I found one in a drawer with a 
drawstring—perfect! 

I highly recommend this little lamp. So be sure to stop by the 
shop and get one because I don’t think they’re going to last 
long.

The picture on the left is too small to read, but it is a certificate 
of appreciation from the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System. It says: 
The VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System proudly honors Johanna 
Blanarik. On behalf of the VA Pittsburgh community, the Women’s 
Health Program and all of the Veterans we serve: Thank you! Your 
help in organizing and managing a quilting table at our Women’s 
Health Open House on March 31, 2016, provided a loving tribute 
to female Veterans and increased our outreach efforts immeasur-
ably. 
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The Row by Row Experience

The theme of this year’s row-by-row experience is “Home 
Sweet Home.” Below is Piecing it Together’s row quilt entry, 
along with a description of the quilt.

Mom and Dad left the 
kids by themselves.  It 
all started innocently 
enough...  One of the 
kids went out to play 
ball with the dog, but 
broke the window in-
stead.  The ghost inside 
is catching the ball, 
grinning with glee.  
“Just wait until Mom 
and Dad get home!”  
Another, confined to 
his room, couldn’t re-
sist making faces at a 
passerby but his pesky 
sheet caught the flower 
pot which is probably 
going to land on the 
Window Breaker.  The 
baby is precariously 
perched on a pumpkin 
ledge, wailing for his 
teddy bear.  The twins, 
being the oldest, were 
left in charge.  But they 
are too focused on their 
tug-of-war with a quilt 
to pay attention to their younger siblings.  Just a typical day 
with a house full of children...

Student Quilt Show
Sunday, August 7, 2016

What more incentive can 
you ask for to get those 
class projects finished than 
a student quilt show. The 
quilts don’t have to be 
quilted so you really have 
no excuse; bags and jackets 
can be entered as well. 
Three prizes are awarded 
for the quilts, based on 
the number of votes each 
quilt receives—First Place 
receives a $25 gift certifi-
cate; Second Place receives 
a $15 gift certificate; and Third Place receives a $15 gift cer-
tificate—so have your friends come out and vote for your quilt.

Teachers: It’s a nice way to come out and support your students.
Students: Come show your teachers how much you enjoyed the 
class by finishing your project.

Last year’s Student Quilt Show was the biggest ever so we want 
to top that this year. Last year’s winner was Cheryl Hayes (pic-
tured above) with her “Queens for a Day” quilt taught in a class 
by Vivian Benton. 

The show runs from 1pm to 4pm. A nice array of snacks will be 
provided, as usual. We hope to see you and your quilts there.

Note: Only class projects made within the last five years or 
from teachers currently teaching at the shop will be accepted.
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JUST IN...

“Spring” by Kaffe Fassett and Brandon Mably

Kaffe Fassett Jelly Rolls
Pittsburgh Forever printed panels (come in 
two sizes: 18 x 21 and 7 x 6).

“Toscana” by Northcott 

What’s this? Well, it’s a card 
containing swatches of 431 
gorgeous Hoffman Batik 
fabrics. Come in, pick a col-
or you like, order two yards, 
and the shop will purchase 
it for you. You really have to 
see all these colors in per-
son—there are some we are 
sure you just can’t live with-
out!
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Pat Knoechel WoWs us again!



another successful shoP hoP
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It’s a New Day—for Quilting, that is!
by Vivian Benton, Newsletter Editor

I started quilting a little over 22 years ago. My first class 
was with Sally Saylor, then owner of Piecing it Together. 
I remember it as if it were yesterday. No sewing machines 
were allowed—all piecing had to be done by hand. Our proj-
ect was to make a sampler quilt—different blocks required 
different techniques and levels of understanding. At the 
time I appreciated that no machines were allowed because I 
didn’t own a machine. And I really did enjoy the hand work. 
But when the time came to do the borders—long straight 
strips on all sides—I knew the time had come to purchase 
a machine (and as it turned out I had to go out of town and 
couldn’t attend the last two weeks of class so Sally really 
didn’t know!). 

While the sewing machine had been around for decades, for 
me—learning to piece by hand—buying one changed my 
life. How much faster I could get things done with a machine 
than by hand. (But I never lost my love of hand sewing—
more on that below). It was certainly a life-changer for me. 
Fast forward 22 years. Rulers! There’s one for every tech-
nique imaginable—some of them so bizarre they look scary. 
Instead of starch we use Best Press—no fumes, no aerosol 
cans and no white flaky stuff on our fabric when we spray. 
Who knew freezer paper would move from the kitchen to the 
sewing room?  And there are flower-head pins that are flat so 
you can place your ruler on top of them without it slipping 
or sliding. And what about those fork pins to hold those lay-
ers together so you get perfectly-matched seams? And long-
arm machines with computers and hundreds of designs from 
which to choose. Who would have thought there’d come a 
day when you could stitch your quilt blocks on paper. Or 
that you could transfer your favorite vacation photos onto 
fabric to make a memory quilt.  And remember when it was 
frowned upon to machine quilt a quilt? Now they’re entered 
in national quilt shows and win big bucks!

But what is my favorite tool? Until something else clever 
comes along, currently it is the Accuquilt Go! (if you don’t 
know what that is, stop in the shop and Johanna will be more 
than happy to give you a demonstration). Oh how much fun 
(and relaxing) it is to cut perfect binding strips without mea-
suring. Or to cut your own perfect 5” charm squares, up to 
14 at a time. Or half-square triangles. Or to cut three differ-
ent size circles in one motion. Or hexagons ready to piece.  
What’s next? Who knows! But I applaud all those creative 
minds who have given and still give us so many amazing 
products to help us create so many amazing quilts.

Although I have wholeheartedly embraced the new tools and 
techniques available to us to help make our quilts faster and 
much easier, I also like the feel of the fabric and needle in my 
hand. There’s something comforting and relaxing about sewing 
pieces together by hand with a needle and thread. The attitude 
these days for a lot of people is “if it’s not fast, I don’t want to 
do it.” I have bought several editions of EQ, but I will still sit 
down with graph paper and colored pencils to design a quilt. A 
quilter recently asked me why I would want to hand sew some-
thing that would take me weeks, maybe even months, when I 
could do it on a machine in a couple days. My reply was simply 
“because I like it.” 

So I asked you what has changed in quilting since you started. 
What has the change or improvement done for your own per-
sonal style? What has made it easier for you to quilt? What 
have you embraced with open arms? Below are some responses 
I received. Thank you to all who responded.
 
Susan Litzinger
The rotary cutter and cutting mat and ruler ‘cutting system’ to-
tally changed my whole outlook on quilting.  As a teenager, 
I thought quilts were the most cuddly things on the planet.  I 
bought a book on quilting and some fabric and was ready to 
take the plunge.  After reading the entire pattern, I thought, “I 
can do this!”  Then I tried to cut the fabrics—by hand—with 
only a ruler and scissors.  Complete and utter failure.  I wasted 
so much fabric just trying to get a perfect square that I gave 
up on my dream to become a quilter.  Thirty years go by and I 
meet an outstanding quilter, who coincidentally is editing this, 
and she offered to teach a few co-workers the basics of quilt-
ing.  I was hesitant, given my past failed attempt.  When she 
introduced us to the rotary cutter, mat and ruler cutting system, 
I was hooked.  It changed my entire outlook on quilting and 
I’ve now been quilting 10 years, pretty much nonstop.  Love 
my rotary cutter!

Roberta Ellis
I think the most significant changes have been some of the tools 
we have now that we didn’t have when I started sewing and 
quilting in the early Sixties.  The rotary cutter is an amazing 
improvement.  It has literally “cut” prep time to almost nothing 
compared to a pair of scissors.  One quilt in particular that I 
have made more than once (Pennsylvania Pinwheel) takes only 
30 minutes to cut with a rotary cutter.  The first time I made 
that quilt in 1975 it took nearly two hours to cut all of those 
squares and triangles with a pair of dressmaker’s shears.  I had 
blisters by the time I finished.  I even once used a big paper 
cutter (you know, the one with the huge blade) to cut strips for 
a Log Cabin quilt.



Georgia Moncada
I've changed much of my machine piecing this spring to try 
hand piecing the English Paper Piecing way.  I’m surprised I 
like it as much as I do. And I get to use some of the scraps of 
much-loved fabrics I've been hoarding.  OOPS!  I said the “H” 
word.  I do have a lot and I'm trying to thin it down.

Phyllis Jones
As some of you know, I do not sew quilts. I sew various items 
for “expected sale” at craft shows. During the past year, my-
sales have decreased, and attendance at craft shows, in general,  
has decreased. I think the “digital age”  (online information, 
smartphones, items and fabrics for sale, etc.) and the ease and 
“speed” of looking at and ordering  items online are some of the 
reasons for my decreased sales and I’m sure also contribute to 
decreased sales in fabric and quilt stores.  

Jan Merritt
I have been trying to think of a response to you, about the idea 
of changes in quilting and how it affects my quilting style. I 
guess I am not sure they have.   My attitude to quilting has 
become sort of a casual drive to do what makes me happy.   I 
do not have the time to work for hours on the details and de-
cisions.  In my case, decisions take precious time away from 
actual execution.   I want to get things moving, not deliberate 
on details.  I also have a problem with some of the finer details 
of the process; I have to laugh at the quilt judges who finger the 
bindings and critique them as “not full enough.”  Really?   Can 
one really tell? I spend time working on “stuffing” them and 
someone claims they are not stuffed enough?   That is so sub-
jective a judgment that I cannot take them seriously. I am not 
bitter about criticism; it is a critical area of a craft, especially 
in a guild where the aim is to advance the craft.  I am only say-
ing that I recognize my faults and therefore do not aim for the 
perfection of technique; my quilting is for my own enjoyment 
and that of my family, and I have to let the perfection to others. 
I think that this point is important because people need to be 
encouraged to quilt because they enjoy it and not just to win 
contests. I think that results in much more positive outcomes 
in the long run.   

Mary Lou Kosis
Although I have only been quilting for the last dozen or so 
years, I have changed my attitude about machine quilting.  
Having always considered quilting was to be done by hand 
I can now appreciate the versatility of the magnificent ma-
chine-quilted work I have been seeing. Although I enjoy hand 
quilting, I am not very good at it even though I have taken 
several classes. Each quilt I have had judged, a mention was 
made that my hand quilting stitches need some improvement. 
SOOoooo…I think I am going to try some various machine 
quilting techniques on my next quilt. (Big change for me).

Beth Miller of Northgate High School  memorializes her 
musical performance and band tshirts by making...what else—a 
tshirt quilt.
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classes in action

Carol Hartman’s Wreath class

Georgia’s Beginning Quilting  class

Vivian’s “Empire Place” Block of  the Month Club

Johanna’s
Hunter’s
Star
class

See this Summer’s class 
schedule on the following 
pages.
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   JULY CLASSES
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1	 	 Quillow.	10-1,	$10,	Staff
 
2	 	 Easy	Tote	Bag.	10-12,	$10,	Staff

4  Holiday (store closed)

5	 	 Hand	Stitching	Club.		2-4,	$10,	Esther

6	 	 Easy	Quiltsmart	Bag.		12-1,		$10,	Staff

7	 	 Folded	Pillow.	10-12,	$10,	Staff

8	 	 Easy	Attic	Window.	10-12,	$10,	Staff

9	 	 “Empire	Place”	Block	of	the	Month.	10-12,	Vivian

9	 	 Emily’s	Star.	12-2,	$10,	Carol	H.

11	 	 Monday	Afternoon	Sewing	Bee.	1:30-3:30

12	 	 All	Wrapped	Up.	(2nd	session	July	19),	1-4,	Esther

13	 	 Hand	Applique.	11-1,	$10,	Staff

14	 	 Windmill	Quilt.	4-5,	$5,	Staff

15	 	 Cathedral	Window.	12-2,	$10,	Staff

16	 	 Wool	Block	of	the	Month.	10-12,	Esther

16	 	 Symbols	of	West	Africa.	10-4,	$40,	Vivian

20	 	 Watermelon	Table	Runner.	10-12,	$18,	Staff

21	 	 Four-Patch	Posie.	12-3,	$15,	Staff

22							 Binding	a	Quilt.	12-1,	$10,	Staff

23							 Twist	on	a	Panel.	10-12,	$10,	Doris

23							 Ladies	take	Center	Stage.	1-4,	$20,	Vivian

26							 Five	&	Dime	Quilt.	1-4,	$10,	Esther	King

27							 Turning	20	Quilt.	10-2,	$25,	Staff

28							 Charm	Square	Mondo	Bag.	12-2,	$15,	Staff
29							 5,	10,	or	15-Minute	Table	Runner.	12-1,	$5,	Staff
30								 COMMUNITY	SERVICE.	10-4.	All	welcome.

1								Afternoon	Bee.	1:30-3:30

2								Take	Five.	12-3,	$15,	Staff

2								Quick-Step	Quilts.	10-1	(and	Aug	9),	$30,	Carol	P.

3								Trip	Around	the	World.		10-1,	$15,Staff

4        Hand Quilting. $10. 11-12, Staff

5								Six-hour	Baby	Quilt.		10:30-1:30,	$15

6								Wool	Block	of	the	Month.	10-12,	Esther

6								POT	LUCK	DINNER,	3pm-5pm

7								STUDENT	QUILT	SHOW,	1-4

9								Hand	Stitching	Club.	2-4,	$10,	Esther

10						Rail	Fence.	10-12,	$10,	Staff

10						Hand	or	Machine	Applique.	2-3,	$10,	Staff	
       
11      Hunter’s Star. 12-2, $10, Staff

12      Turning 20.  $20, 10-1, Staff

13						“Empire	Place”	Block	of	the	Month,	Vivian

13						Not	Your	Grandmother’s	Double	Wedding	Ring.			
   							1-4,	$20,	Vivian

16						T-Shirt	Quilt.	10-4,	$30,	Bona

17						Woven	Placemat.	2-4,	$12,	Staff

18      Stones and Bricks. 10-1, $15, Staff

19						A	Thousand	Pyramids.	10-1,	$20,	Staff

20						Stained	Glass	Window.	10-4,	$40,	Vivian

23						Bingo	Quilt.	1-4,		$20,	Esther

24      Seeds on a Quilt. 11-1, $10, Staff

25						Paper	Piecing	for	Beginners.	3-4,	$10,	Staff

26						COMMUNITY	SERVICE,		10-4

27						Fast	Fassett.	10-12,	$10,	Doris

28						FLEA	MARKET,	12-4

30						Mercury	Falling.	1-4,	$35,	Esther

31						Cell	Phone	Bag.	1-2,	$10,	Staff

  AUGUST CLASSES

See the following pages for pictures of some of the class offerings. 
Call the shop for details or descriptions of the class you are 
interested in.
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Easy Quiltsmart Bag (July 6, 
Staff)

Ladies Take Center Stage (July 23, Vivian)

All Wrapped Up (July 12, Esther)

Symbols of West Africa (July 16, Vivian)
Cathedral Window 
(July 15, Staff)

Emily’s Star (July 9, Carol H)

Rail Fence (August 10, Staff)

Charm Square Mondo Bag
(July 28, Staff)

Take 5 (August 2, Staff)

Summer Class Offerings



Folded Pillow (July 7, Staff) Not Your Grandmother’s Double Wedding 
Ring (August 13, Vivian)

TShirt Quilt (August 16, Bona)

Mercury Rising (August 30, Esther)
Stained Glass Window (August 20, Vivian)

Stones & Bricks (August 18, Staff)

Five & Dime (July 26, Esther)
Bingo Quilt (August 23, Esther)

Summer Class Offerings continued
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Do you have a quilt that needs to be batted? 
1 session with Staff - $40
Thread-basted, full size or larger

1 session with Staff - $25
Pin-basted, full size or larger

Or you can do it yourself for free using our  
tables.

Please call to schedule an appointment 
with staff.

Piecing It Together
3458 Babcock Blvd

Pittsburgh, PA 15237
412.364.2440

Hours:
Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm

Thursday 10am-6pm

Shop email address: 
piecingittogether@comcast.net

Newsletter email address:
piecingittogether@gmail.com

Editor: Vivian Benton

Website:
www.piecingittogether.biz
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FYI, Reminders, and Thank Yous

Would you like to give some-
thing back to the community? If 
so, Community Service is calling 
you! Not only will you be giving 
back to the community, you’ll 
also get to meet other quilters, 
have lunch and perhaps even 
learn something new. We really 
could use your help. Next meet-
ings are July 30  and August 28.

Need a place to lay out your quilt? You’re welcome to do it at 
the store. Just call first for an appointment.

We offer private quilting lessons for only $20 an hour. Call us 
if you need help and we’ll schedule a time for you.

Need to make a quilt fast? Come in and check out our new 
selection of panel fabrics and other fast-finish kits.

Did you know that with store receipts totaling $100 (regular-
priced items only) you get a free yard of fabric? (Offer does 
not include wool and minkee fabrics.)

Happy Birthday to You! Come in on your birthday and re-
ceive a special one-time discount of 20%. Just show your ID 
within one week of or one week after your birthday to re-
ceive your discount.

Need to cut strips or other quilt block designs fast? We have 
just what you need. Our AccuQuilt Studio Fabric Cutter can 
cut those for you in no time. We have LOTs of shapes. Call 
the shop to find out if we have the shape you need. We’re 
getting in new ones all the time. (Fabric must be purchased 
from the shop for free cutting.)

Joyce Kish of Ross Township trys her hand 
at  quilting on the midarm.

LEARN MACHINE QUILTING ON A MID-ARM MACHINE
Piecing It Together provides one-on-one training classes 
to anyone who would like to learn to quilt on a mid-arm 
machine.  You must take the training class (1 session, 
$75) before you can rent time on the shop’s machine.  
We provide three leads which you can use again and 
again.  The class is three hours long and is by appoint-
ment only. After this class, it is $12 an hour to rent time. 
If you have taken the class but have forgotten some of 
what you learned, we are offering a refresher class for 
$11. Call the shop for details.


