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DOWNS

Downs had one j ewelry store and two barber shops.
Mr. Wiffiam Blue is the largesb land owner in the viciniby.
Miss Alma Whitcomb has become noted as a pianist.
Dr. Young and Sagieser are bhe physicans and are good ones.
C . C . F ields and Son are blaclcsmi t,hs and have more work than
they can do.
Mr. John a Davis is postmaster and a more accommodating or
better liked man is hard to find.
KilIj-on and Orendodrf has an up-to-date grocery in Lhe
double bui.f ding erected tast spring.
William Doyle, who for forty years, from iB4B to 1888,
served in bhe American navy, is one of Downs' interesting
cit,izens.
Although Downs can boast no regular hotels, meals are
served by Mrs'. West, Mrs . Jesse Craig r zrod Mrs . Frank
Horner.
There is only one church building in t,he fown but there are
three resident ministers - the M.E., Presbyterian and
Uni ted Bret,hern
Mr. Frank Horner lives here but runs the store and
postoffice at Gillum. The operator at Gillum, who is a
lady, also lives here.
Downs is nine miles from Bloomington, yet does as much
business as many towns twice ibs size that are not close t,o
a large city.
HopeweLl cemetery lies at the northeastern village limifs
and is one of the most beautiful and well kept cemeteries
in central Illinois.
There is but one pair of twins in town - Roy and Ray Horner
- and they are prelt,y, jolly lit,tle lads of nine year/
always dressed alike.
"Union Hall" is owned by a number of citizens and is used
for all public entertainments. The Cumberland Presby-
terians hold their religious services in it.
Downs has two new large elevators. One is owned by R.M.
Hall, the other by Dooley, Dillon and Carlisle. The
latter owns one of Lhe three groceries in the town.
Downs is the home of the "Whitcomb Gates". W.A. Whib-
comb is the manufacturer and pantentee. The factory is on
Center street and employs four or five men all the time.
Downs had a building boom last summer and four fine
residences cost,ing from $1,800 to 2,800 were erected
on two adjoining blocks. They belonq to Oscar Killion
Edtrrard Mikels , Charles Dooley and Mrs . Fox.
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The Kickapoo Union school building is the pride of
the village. It is built of red brick and gray stone
and was erected in 1895. It is one of the best schools
in the state. Professor McCormick is principal, Miss
Tompkins intermediate teacher and Miss Barnard primary.
Weaver and Davis are proprietors of t,he hardware store,
occupying half of bhe larg:e two-story brick building
which they own. Buckles Brothers have bheir stock of
groceries and general merchandise in the other half of
the building and are bhe only brothers in business here.

Source: Pantagraph Feb. 24, 1900



EARLY HISTORY OF DOWNS, ILLINOIS

Kickapoo Indians inhabitated bhe northern part of Downs
Township and most of bhe southern and easLern parbs of Ofd
Town Township in LB29 when a trading post was established a
short distance west of Kickapoo Creek on what, is nor+ known as
Route 150, t,hough the principle holdings of the Indians
surrounded the head-wat,ers of that cree)<. A village named
Delta was erected at thab trading-posl by settlers who came
from Kentucky, Virginia and North Carolina about that time
and during the next ten years. It was comprised of a mill, a
store, a blac]<sm j.th shop and a post-of f ice. The skeleton of
the post-office building can now be seen just east of the new
home erected and occupied by Mr. and Mrs. C.F. Grove. There
vrere several mi lls along that creek f rom time to time, but
freshets kept, washing out the dams. C.D. Bellville had a
store in Delta and John H. Robertson had the blacksmith shop.

Mr. John Price came from Kentucky in LB29 to select a site
and plan to move here in 1830 which he did, LB29 being the
same year Mr. Lawson Downs came to the Diamond Grove
community and settled. Others who came were William Weaver,
Sevier Stringfield, EIias Henry Wall, William Bishop,
Alexander P. Craig, Samuel Richardson, and John Cusey who
became State Senator in L872.

Delta thrived, but when a railroad was built, from
Indianapolis to Bloominqton in 1869, the village was moved
to its present site and named Priceville, in honor of its
founder, John Price. He was proprietor of the ground on
vrhich Downs stands and platted Lhe vitlage. John Price was
Justice of the Peace and for a time had a general store in
Downs. Miss Ne1lie B. Dooley now uses the scales in her home
that her great-grandfather, John Price, used in his store.
It, was named Priceville, but because of the similarity to the
name, Princeville, another town in the State which mail
clerks complained about gletting the names confused, the name
was chanqled to Downs, in honor of Lawson Downs, then a very
influential farmer in the southwestern part, of t,he township.

The first school in Downs township was a subscription one
built by voluntary labor. In IB42 on the bluff just west of
the railroad crossing over Kiclcapoo Creek was builb the
Spring School House. In 1856 or 58 a better building was
erected. Kickapoo Union School Dislrict was formed in 1869.
A two-room school was tocated j-n Downs village untif 1895
when a brick four-room school was built and a high school
esbablished. The Downs Community High School was built in
L920. The Grade School building was erected in 1955.

Hopewell Methodist Church s/as built in 1867 just east of
Hopewell Cemetery and moved to the present site of the
Melhodist, Church in Downs in lB7B. The new brick building
was erected in 1909. The Presbyterian Church i.n Downs was
buill in 1900. After bhe congregation scattered and the
church was closed, ib became the knights of Pythias Hall.
The Sb. Mary's Catholic Church in Downs was built in 1910.
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Dr. Robert Prutny, a relative of the John price family, was
t,he first doctor in Downs. Dr. James Montgomery followed himand practiced in t,he community for many years. He built nineor ten small cottages in the villdg€, several of which aresti11 standing. He also built the only drug store Downs hasever had. rt stood on the corner now covered by the new
Laundromat.

Twelve doctors have been located in Downs. Dr. M.s. wilson
was here for twenty-five years, following Dr. Montgomery andDr. John Haig. Ot,hers Drs. Sageser, Roberts, A.D. young, ando.M. Thompson. Dr. E.c. williams came in rgoz and practiced
for fifty-fi_ve years.

Rev. Z.R. Hatfield, a United Brethren minister, hadphot,ograph gallery at his home in Downs at one time,
brother Oscar Hatfield, published the only newspaper
which was knor.rn as the Downs Salmagundi.

a
and his
of Downs

Downs had two hotels in early years and several restaurants.rn 1911 the Downs Bank was built but it closed in Lg2g andthe building is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. wirriam wells
where they have a restaurant.

rn about 1BB5 sixteen men in the Downs community organizedthe Downs co:net Band which prospered for seven years. The
members were equipped with beautiful suils. sometimes the
band was engaged to play t,hroughout the week of t,he GrangeFair south of Broomington, vrhich was of ten the very hot,testperiod of the summer. The Downs Band also played on manypublic occasions.

Much of the original town of Downs was platted by peter B.Price, son of John Pricer dod brother lo Mrs. eo1:-ey Gilrum
Cowden, for whom the village of Giltum was named. Thespacious cowden house was very near t,he railroad when therailroad was built and members of the cowden famiry were welt
known t,o t,he railroad of f icials and workmen. There was also
the Oliver St,at,en Addit,i.on to Downs. In 1896 the J. t{.
Dooley Additi.on consisting of thirty-six 1ots, blocks,
streets and alleys, was surveyed out of the Dooley pasture
and extended to the cemetery. rn Lg20 five acres of the
ad j oining pasture \^rere sold to the schoor district, f or the
new High School, and in r955 another five-acre tract of the
Dooley property was sord for the new Grade school. rn i953
John R. Ryan company laid out severeal other additions, the
latest one being the Kickapoo Addition in the west end of
Downs.

Source : Nell ie B. Dooley January 31, 1962



HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF DOWNS

There were Indians bhab lived in the north part of Downs
Township and the southern part of Ofd Town Township and they
used to wander up and down the creek. Kickapoo Creek was
named after this tribe of Indians. They had a little trading
post just west of the bridge. They would travel from
Champaign to Peoria and they had this trading post, where they
came in to trade.

People began to come here from other sbates about 1827. They
came from Kentucky, Virg'inia, and North Carolina. They
established a 1ittle community down by the Kickapoo and
called it Old Delta. They had a blacksmibh shop, post
office, millr dod one house. Some of the people that, moved
in here was Mr. Price, and Mr. Waybriqht,. After they came
the Indians lived farther north and east over toward
Ellsworth. They made a fort up there so they didn't bother
down here too much. O1d Delta prospered for quile awhile.

Finally the Railroad decided to put a track through at that
time there wasn't even a railroad here. After the Railroad
went through they moved two of bhe buildings from 01d Delta
up into town. The frame building t,hat burned was moved up
here from Old De1ta. There was another building moved up
right across the street and it was run by a man named
Bellville and Iater my father (Wes Teter) boughthe building
and ran a meat market and a small grocery. He ran a grocery
store for more than 40 )/ears. He sold more meat than
groceries. He had 40 acres of ground up north east of here
and raised his own cattle and butchered them. He also had an
ice house. The store he owned is where the rest,aurant is
now. It was a frame store and after he bought the store he
built a three room house on the south (that's where I was
born ) . There were two f rame houses that stood on the r^rest
side just south of that store and they were sold an moved
away.

A man by the name of Elenberg built a hotel. That time there
was no travel back and forth the salesmen would come in on
t,he train Lo sell their wares and sometimes they couldn'b gel
avay the same day so they would have bo stay overnight. On
down the sLreet where the Adkinson's live there were two
stores in t,hat building - grocery sLores. The first bank in
Downs was in one corner of the store bhat was on the alley
side. Later the bank bought the corner where Uhe restaurant
is now - my father sold that corner to the bank and moved
lhe store farther south. He moved the house across the
street from there. The bank lras called the Farmer's State
Bank (Doi.rns Bank). The store wenl by the name of Wes Teter's
sbore and i-t had been moved from Ofd Della. When the town
was first established there was an elevator on the west side
of Seminary and it burned. They built a new elevat,or there
and kept adding on until they had that big one there. Some
years after that there was another elevat,or built across the
street, north of the R.R. track where the vacant lot is
down at the end of Seminary.
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The first school (1842) was across the Railroad track on the
north side of the bridge. Later when t,he railroad went
through there was another building in this area catled the
pump house where the trains would come through and stop to
take on water - in thab day they had to have water to help
make steam. The trains ran from Peoria to Champaign. There
weren't too many pupils attended that school - this was the
first school that my father went to. There was a family by
the name of cowden that lived in G j.llum - t,hey also attended
t,here and I never heard my f ather say anything 6bout, any
other pupils attending that school but t,he Cowdens and Teters
(my father was a Teter). More people moved into the village
and they thought, t,hey needed a bigger school so they builb a
subscription school - where people went together and paid so
much money fo get the school built(i856). It was just a two
room school where the bricl< school is now. Later when the
attendance increased they needed a new building. They moved
the otd building down to lhe corner where the Huff's live.
It was a two room school - one room down and one room up.
The older students went upstairs and lower grade in the lower
part (that's where I st,arted to school) - I was five years
old. They built the new brick school in January 1895. That
school had four rooms, two rooms on the lower level where I,
2, 3 grades were in one room and 4, 5, 6 grades in the other
room. Upstairs was 7th and Bth grades in one room. They
sbarted the high school and one teacher baught all subjects
to the three different years. Attendance goL so they needed
a new school. In 1920 the Downs Community High School rrras
built out east on Washington Street. In 1955 t,he new grade
school was built on the south side of Washington Street.
Downs and Ellsworth consolidated. Tri Valley later built the
new high school (1978).

The first church was in a Log Cabrn across Lhe Railroad where
Layton's Well Drilling is. The man who owned the ground
built, the Log Cabin and built a great big room on one end so
people could worship there. Finally there was a church built,
out east of Downs - east of what's now R. 150 (1868). This
church was moved info town about r^rhere Fred Hood lives. A
man by the name of Ingram was the minister. He bought the
ground where the present church sbands and had the church
moved there. That, church stood t,here untif f 909. A man by
the name of Marcellus bouEht t,he old frame church, tore it
down and built a house one block east of Seminary which is
st,ill standing - l thin]< there is a family by the name of
Kissinger lives in it now. The present church was built in
1909. Attendance increased and more children came to Sunday
School so they built a new addition onto the church in 1914.
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When the Presbyterians came to bown they had t,heir church up
over the store (Bucktes) on t,he east side of the street. The
Presbyterians builb a church down next to where Anna Roberls
lives now. Later their attendance was so small they couldn't
afford to support a pastor so they disbanded. The K.of P.
Lodge bought the buitding and had bheir lodge meetings there.
Finatly the lodge disbanded and a man by the name of Thomas
( father of man that runs the Body Shop) tore it down to build
a new Body Shop. The people who lived around lhere objected
so they went to the toivn board and requested he not build it,
there. Jacque Roberts bought, the lot and Maude Clark moved
her trailer in there.

The Catholics built thei.r church on the corner of Lincoln and
Washington.

Mr. Carlisle was the first mayor and he lived where Rornines
live. Bernice Philfips was t,he first woman to serve on the
town board. She served three years and resigned because her
husband had a stroke and she couldn't attend the meetings.
Wayne Davis was the first village clerk.

An explanation of the post that, st,ands on the corner - my
father's store was moved from the corner after the bank
bought it - he owned two 1ots. When we lived there there was
a fence with a big gate and bhat post is one of the gate
posts. It is over a hundred years old - t,he last mark of my
old home.

The bank stood on the corner and operated until Roosevelt
closed all t,he banks and it never opened up after that.

One of the first men that came to Ofd Delta was Downs and
another by the name of Price. They were kin to one another.
Mr. Downs bought t,he land that, laid in south and west of what
is now the town of Doffas. He bought a farm - 640 acres for
$1.25 an acre. The town was first called Priceville. Later
ib was changed to Downs because t,here was another village
named Princeville and the people in the post offices were
always getting the mail mixed up so they decided to change
bhe name . They called i b Dor^ins af ter Mr. Downs who laid out
town.



Page 4 - History of the Totrn of Downs

Questions:

What buildings in Downs
anymore?

The only one torn down
yard which rsas down on
Laundromat was.

were torn down that aren'L here

and not replaced
Main Street just

old lumber
where lhe

was the
rrrest of

Oldest homes in Downs?
Bernice Phillips' homer oR€
(Waybrights) and where Mr.
school house that set out o
and was moved in here as a

across the Railroad
Harr ison Iives. It

track
was an old

farmn Lhe corner of Youngrs
res idence .

Oldest store buifding?
Where t,he Hammers are. It was a frame building . It was
there when the town was first organized. It, burned in iBBS
and was rebuilt in 1BB9 by Weaver and Davis. When it was
rebuilt it was built of brick. A man by the name of
Buckles was the first man to run the store. Weaver and
Davis had half of the building where they ran a hardware.
South of t,he hardware was a lumber shed t,hat ran to the
alley where t,he garage is now.

Source: Taken from a tape made by Bernice Phi-f lips. At the
time this tape was made she was the oldest resident
o f Dor.rns .



HISTORY OF THE DOWNS METHODIST CHURCH
Compitea by Mrs. Lena Adams

( Revised by J. P. Cummins )

Mr. Thomas Hendricks and 'uncle' John price invibed people to
their homes for worship. Mr. price buill a large room
annexed to his house to hold the services; bhis room is still
standing in the S.W. part of Downs on the premises of Mr.
Phinis Perry. This room was used by peter Cart,wright for
evangelistic services when he came this way. The next
meeting place was the Spring School house just, west of t,he
village of Downs (date not given) which had then only bwo or
three dwerlings. Rev. George schrimger was the first stationpreacher in LB77; this church has been a student charge.

In 1833 the M.E. Church was organized, they worshipped in
the Spring school house till 1841; then the union church was
built about 3 miles east of Dorrns, and the C.p. and the
Methodists worshipped toget,her, until in 1867 when the
Methodists erected a frame church just east, of the cemetery
and in LB76 the Pastor, Rev. Job Ingram donated the ground
where this beautiful church now stands and moved the old
church here.

In April 1909 Uhe trustees decided
with the help of the Pastor, Rev.
church. The trustees sold the otd
and the bell that, used to catl us t

build a new church and
S. Boyd they built this
urch to F.L. Marcellus,
church nor,r rLngs in the

to
(\

ch
o

grade school house here. E.L. Weaver and R.J. Davis were the
contractors, lhey with the help of the good people built :.
church of which this community is justly proudr dod with
varying fortunes the people have mai-ntained t,he r+ork until
today (1947), with the church in a growing condition.

According to notes left by Bernice Phillips a church was
built east of Do',+ns (east of what's now R.150 in 1868 ) .

This church r,ras moved into town about where Fred Hood lives.



HOPEWELL M.E. CHURCH

The "Hopewell" M.E. Church was built about 1867r dt where the
Hopewell cemetery was and still is. rt belonged to old rown
circuit ab thal time, and became attached to LeRoy circuit in
1873. A year later, it became a station. It, is about 36 x
50, plain, and cost about $2,40O. Thomas Twining, J. N.
Savi.dge, John Rice, Dr. James Montgomery r .l . H. Robertson,
P.B. Price and James Brakey/ were among ot,hers, prominent in
building this house of worship.

Revs. S. Middfeton, W.C. Lacey, J.G. Bonnell, T.J. Simmons,
assisted by George Reed, S.H. Whittock, William Willis, and
George Scrimger, have successively served the church at
Hoperrell.

In 1878, th
e building was moved to Downs and repaired, dt a
cost of $300. Rev. Job Ingram is the present Pastorr under
whose earnest ministrations the church and sabbath school are
in a flourishing condi.tion. The church member 130, and the
school about 100.

Source: History of McLean
Merriman, Charles

County - Green Book
P. 977 .59

M55
1879 copywright

This information doesn't agree with some of the Down's
residents knowledge of the church.



Source: Pantagraph, Thursdayr June 10, Ig76

Booklet Recounts History by Miriam Engelhorn

DOWNS - Oscar Hatfield was a reporter for the Downs
salamagundi. writing the story of t,he attempbed robbery ofthe Farmers St,ate Bank on Oct,ober 1O , 1013 r rndd€ him hungry.

Hatfield took a stroll through downtown Downs, checked withhis news sourcesr dod then returned to his office where he
dozed off while making corrections in his robbery story.
rn his dreams he interviewed early residents of Downs and old
Town Township. Hatfield dreamed he talked to pemoatam, JohnPrice, Lawson Downs, polly Gillum cowden and Mr. and Mrs.William Bishop.

That st,ory and ot,her tidbits have been included in a booklet
created by the Tri-va11ey Federated Junior woman's club.
It's called "Memories of Downs and Old Town Township."

The club members are too young to remember what Downs
like in 1913, not to mention when pemoatam's Kickapoo
claimed al1 the lands between the wabash and rrrinois

In fact, Mrs. Phillips has made a quilt from blocks
embroidered by her daughter, Jeanet,te phillips Colter,
1929. The patterns/ each a different historical scene,
ordered from The Daily Pantagraph. Mrs. phillips madequilt about nine years ago.

was
I ndi ans
rivers.

But the members researched Mclean Counby
papers of lhe late Miss Nellie Dooley.

histories and the

Mrs. Lloyd combs, Mrs. cecile Groves, Mrs. wilbur Goodlick,
Mrs. Miirrire 'r;,azteyi, !oui'r: r-ecnert, Hobart, price and Mrs.
Russell Williams shared pict,ures and information.
one good source was Mrs. Bernice phi11ips, 85, Downs' oldest
resident. she has spent all but four years of her life in
the villaqe. She shared pictures and memories. Her father,
John Teter/ ran a butcher shop in Downs and cooled the meat
with ice he cut from the pond north of Downs.

Mrs. Phirlips stitl quilts, paints, does needlepoint and is a
hospilai volunteer.

1n
\./ere

the

rn their endeavor to capture the past- with and assist frihe dreamingi reporter - Marilyn Bouhl, Barbara Ellr Maril
Lecherl, Joan Shelton and Jacqueline Tarvin told it as is
in their booklet.

om
yn

was
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Also included are a map of ord Town Toi+nship and a plat mapof Dor.rns and essays by Jan Evans and anqef a peel.
Reba Brotherton, president of the Downs AmericanAuxiliary contriUuUea pieces on the Rev. Georgethe Most, Reverend naward W. O,Rourke, bishop ofdiocese.

Mr. Fox, st,udent pastor ofattended Iflinois Wesleyan
four chaplains who gave uplorpedoed S. S. Dorchester
chaplains r along r+ith 6OOthe ship. Mrs. phittips,
son / Wyatt, .

Bishop O,Rourke was bornon July 15 , I9'7 L .

Organizers of
by Juty 4.

Copies of the
Shelt,on.

Leg i on
L. Fox and
the Peoria

near Downs and installed as bishop

be presented to

with the

Fowns Methodist Church white heUniversity in 193f, was one of thetheir 1if e j acket,s on thein February 1943. The foursoldiers and sailors went down withdaughter, Edna, married Mr. Fox,s

Plaques, with appropriate inscriptions, willtheir churches in hbnor of the two pastors.
The clr1b prepared the booklet in con j uncti oncommunity bicentennial celebration orr,July 4

The observance will begin with a community churchL0 : 30 a .:n. in Dooley Far}< . A parade is planned,1 p.m. Gamesr dild exhibition of prairie crafts,dancing and fireworks display are scheduled.

s ervi- ce
start,ing
sguare

.Ld-L

at

The booklet cover features a sketch of the o1d church ber1,which was in thg belfry of !h. Hopewell Methodist church from1867 to 1909 and later in Kickapoi-u;i;" Grade school. rrohnRyanr who purchased the school when it was sold in 1965,donated the bell to the community and it was placed in DooreyPark. Vandals damaqed it, a year d9o, and it was removed forrepai rs .

the bicentennial hope it wi 11 be back -r,n place

booklet are available from Joyce Jones and Mrs.



ELECTION HISTORY VILLAGE OF DOWNS

The following is a history of those persons elected t,o
Village Board of Downs, Illinois as remembered by Mrs.
Hoover, who served as Village Clerk from ApriL 21, 1949
her retirement on September 22, L972.

bhe
Nellie
unbil

ApriL 27, L949
Elected were Ira Kazar/ mayor; Nellie Hoover, clerk.
Trustees: Price Downs, Wayne Bitzerr dod Melvin Burnett.
Holdovers: Carl Hal1, Ed. McManus, Jack Groves.

ApriI L7, 1951
Elected were trustees Byron Linton, Jack Groves and Edward
McManus.

Aprir r953
Elected J.P. Downs, mayor; Nellie
Glen Layten, Chester Schultz, Wm.
Linton, McManus.

clerk. Trustees:
Holdovers: Groves,

Hoover,
Wel ls .

In November, 1953 Mr. Downs resigned as mayor,'
Ed. McManus assumed interim appointment until
election in f955. Mrs. Marguerite Heidelberg
trustee to fifl McManus' seat - to Aprif 1955.

senior trustee
next regular
was appoint,ed a

August, 1954 Schultz resigned; in September James Miars
appointed to this vacancy, January 1955 Miars resigned
to mi-litary service - place left vacant until April
election.

was
to go

aprir i955
Wm. Wells elected mayor for a 2 year term. He resigned as
trustee. Trustees elected: Bernard Sherwood, Byron Linton
and Marguerite Heidelberg. Jack Groves elected a 3 year term
to complete the Miars term. By motion of the board, next
high man in the election was chosen to fill the trustee seat
of Wm. Wells, H€ was Richard Wilson to a 2 year term.
Holdover: Layten.

Aprir 1957
Jack Groves elected mayor; Nellie Hoover, clerk. Trustees
Glen Layt,en, Jim Gelsthorpe and Carl Hall. Glen Rockholm
elected to a 2 year term to complete Sherwood's term.
Holdovers: Linton and Heidelberg.

May 1958 Rockholm resigned - Ned Godsell appointed to fj-11
vacancy bo next election.

Aprir 1959
Heidelberg, Linton reelected to 4 year
Ronald Berry tied - they drew lot,s f or
won and witt serve 4 years - Wells the
Gelsthorpe's term bo 196 I . Holdovers :

terms. Wells and
the full term - Berry
2 year term to finish
Hall and Layten.
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April 1B6l
Groves , elected mayor,' Hoover, clerk. Carl Hall , Douglas
Blair and Glen Layt,en elected to 4 year terms. Mrs. Evelyn
Searsto 2 year term to replace Byron Linton who resigend on
moving out of town. Holdovers: Heidelberg and Berry.

Aprir I 963
Heidelberg, Berry and Wm. Bandy elected
Holdovers: HaIl, Layten, Blair.

to 4 years terms.

November 1963
Carl Ha1l died. Charles Kimler appointed to finish his term
as trustee. June 1964 Charles Kimler died in June. Vacancy
until April 1965.

April 1965
Daouglas Blair, elected mayor; N. Hoover, Clerk. Donald
Landers, John Neckkash and Melvin Burnett to 4 year terms as
trustees. Holdover: Heidelberg, Bandy and Berry.

June 1965 Blair resigned. Ron Berry, senior trustee takes
his place - Dick Hamblin appointed to his trustee seat.

January 1966 Bandy resigns - James
out his term to ApriL L967.

Dawson appointed to serve

Sept,ember L967
the seat.

Dawson resigns Harold Wilcox appointed to

Aprir 1 969
D. Landers elected mayor; N. Hoover, clerk. Trustees:
Burnett, Neckkash and Wilcox. Holdovers: Hamblin Stutzman,
Jordine.

Aprir 1971
Stutzman and Hamblin reelected trustees. Donal Smit,h elected
to succeed Jordine.

June I , I972 Stutzman res igns bo accept t,he load of f ull t j-me

village employee.

Apr ir 1967
D. Landers elected to
Ron Stutzman and Dick

September L972 Hamblin resigns
monbh. Mrs. Hoover resiqns as

September 22, I972 Mrs. Billie
clerk until the 1973 election.

2 year term as mayor. Jim Jordine,
Hamblin, trustees.

as trustee, effective bhis
clerk effective November 1

Jo Hood appointed to serve as
No trustees found as yel.



Dorms
Jrtly

T llinois
1969

t
B

To tho Board j,ienbers of the i/ilIago Roar.d of Dorvns:

1'.,,1:on I gavo thc ,foe,',:l to tho remaining pe.ri rrf rny pa"s'iura to
i.ir:. Lenclers fc:: iho Vi13-ago of Doi.rns, iro thanxed mo in a vory
nj.co r,.rav. Sornarlir,;rs l-ator l.irs. Iioover, .four Socre'i;a:ry, sen-b
n:o a ve") nj-co lo-i;'i,c:l oI 8-npr.ocj.ai;'icn o:l the gj-f t, o:i:rc.Losi-n{
a chccir f or one doillr-' to ilrarro tire 'i::a-irsaciion iega.l-. So, -[
ccns iderrl,-l rnirsolf r.;r:11 thal:.}:s d.

i{o',Ir-rv6rrr oh 'bho af't;ernoon of iuly Ibh, f o11o'xing itr-. Lando:'ts
aC,-k,ess, I rlras sc cornp)-eio)-y sur.prisacl when he escortod ino i;c
tho ca:iilr-ion to receive the bear-rti.ful award plaquo you had
propai'cci fo:'mo, on the spur r:f iho nrornont I i,ras unable ic
pul1 rn;rsoI.f 'bogieihor and rospond in a propon rnanrrer, wiricn I
,'i.o rog;ret, I clo ivi:ri: sorilebody had given mo a-n inkli.ng of r.rhat
I 1.ras '..:o roceive be'i'of'e 'cha-'b tnornent.

r- c'1.ec.iieci i;o c]-o:::lls iirlr- r.en':.i.ninE ?ir-. of t:ka pa.s-bu:r'e
bOCS-i-l t::: .i 1n n.c-, .j O'":"r-'r:'-' pl:',":;:'-Ca.l I;; 1.t..-1..9 i,O tfn;i C;r' St:C'Oi
'cjio i,:'act. :nci l:Ecr'; '';:":o,i...r".iilis anci -r';ogiis r]c'.;n, anu pi-c
brush regularly. Sesi-dos, I felt tne nart; r:.eod.eo tha

:t do approcia'i;o tho a-rqarC vory rnuch arrd shall 'broa.sure j-t ciuring
nl)i ror4aining da;rs.

The virgi.n r,rooC., iqith its v-o.l"io'b_r' of r^r:i.l-d flo'.^tr,.rr:, has slrta.;,'s
boeri r/:;rT,r p:,eci.ous tc ne. l'I' an f ccul-cl. f irst romenber, it 'r;3.s
?.. i;lri,:-'::-;; r,vooii.eo pa.si,Lri'e o::t;encing fron our barn lot'Uo ths
ilr.osci-:i, i-coIey A'/enlie cn ihe noi'ih. l.iy faihor' .iaborod ha-r'd
-,o gi:':b ntit trra ir.r.zeibrusir on part cf j.t, !';han',,he fai'lrr r^ltsl
ol.,alcii b;.,r -rnjf grand:'aihor, !'::ecericX iL. COr.rdAl, thO norihtnlcst
cel.v"Ler. i:aci boer: ir':-,rsf erred 'Lo lhe :,oper..iel-1 Conetory Associari on.

.+f ter -!{e r{ore !orced 'bo sel-1 f ive acres for" tho Dov.'ns Corut.'ztii:;:'
iii:lh School-, end Y;a!or'a ihe Do-:,riol-l- Ai.dj.irj-cn ';{as c1.ovc)-ope'J-, I
s.s],;eci in;g bi'othe:: io jcin rle.in donating that ncr:"t]: pasiure to
tho Vi-r-lago cf Dcr';ns for a park ia:nerecry cf oir:n pe.rentsr'our
i:r; iec--t-inoc to i.o sc).

Eui;, I rlaj.niaj-ned'bhatrrbee in n;r bonnetrr D,s 3. o.reern to sor:re ci.a-r
havo 'L,iio soui-lr pasiu::o as a ra:'ii. I i^tas fainil-j-ar" 'rlith avarT f cot
of tile pas'buro. l'o3 noilo iilel. fo:'i;; yaers T- l;eni oirel L', sevlrai
tineg n surr'1jcer' 'bo F,::rLic oui ';hrs tles , sour dock, t'lild J-o bti-lca,
r.;i: j,to !c"o, br::,.1- ne ti,l-olr r rni o birar weecls . I i:rrri't a..l-1 tho i;r'ee s,
'1,r.io c1l ::.:t-:"ch D.TG tirc:: -i'?'i;he,-" l:-iirsual - 

".!'tl 
i3r--r:1i,iooa. br"cc, t:trj

'Lire s,"i$;q rlf ?e-s il'ce .

tho nz:.'!:
nt:-t'f,!;:i)"n
u.ra ;he
acl.ctition co i'i;"

to
l'l

.L

;igain, i i,hari-'r you f or tha lo'rsly piaqtte.

,rl

Vory respo c tfu11y,
,. i--i ) ..
I

:1 /\/

\,-.I, I

. Dooiey

li3D: mr

I'ToIi.:lo B
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T0 if[]'/illiiRs 0F Ti'ill VILLfTG}J BOARD CF D0l{i'lS, II,LIl;0I$:

Thls ls a supplri.r:nt tc the l:ttor f sent, to yCIu on July'/th.

In colcnlnl da;rs the lc;.n6 for sever{r1:r:11es ee.st of Lincoln St:'cet
1v;.s owned rnd oprrated. by the ''lilIltcn'rienvcu fa::rl1y. t\fter tbe
ie::1se of iir. riieaver, Fr,:derlck i.. CcwCen, ry grandfe.ther, b$cano
tho orr/ner of nost of the tr,s.ct due to nertgago loans i:rovlously
m.ade to Ilr.. i:ieaver. Fowever, one son, Jcseph B.'l:/elrl'er, i:iopt hJ.s .
pa::t, n.$ r the c on ter of the tra c t and p,nrchn s ed. s on:e belonging
tc ono c,,r norc cf his slstens. 'lThon he retLred fron fnrnJng snd.
n oved j-nto Dovrns, the f nr;l was soId. tc lled \{11cox, nnC these
later \reFrrs \rrns o',,rned. and occqpled by f{ayne ancl t/era 1)rr'/l$.

Our thickill r'rooded pasture extended. fnon cur bern Ict to the present
Dooley' /ivdnuc cn th.c ncrth. \{1ld cr.:lbappls trees, r.ed and blrick hnw
trees abounded on the northesst slde but have beer-] gcne f'or ;:ir.ny
Te:rrs. Durlng l;'r'ol1C llar I o:f f ather solcl tc the irovernrrent one
hunci.r'ed black vrnlnr:t trees to be n.q.de 1ni* gun s tock's.

In Jr-rLy, )-8?3, a group of nen assenbled tc clscliss the pui'chase
cf the nortirwest corner cf thls p.tsture to be t:sed F.rr er cenolery.
i\.eco:'dlng1.I, r.heir nat 1n Ausust fsl-lc'',vinii and cr."$ja.ni.z,aC. sr Ec;rrl-
ol sir r:,:nbers, anC cut:clresed tne pic,t fro:r !r:r'eCerlcl'; i',. C<.;l'id.en"
Thrrt su lu::in li:.oi" i;eg'an Iu.rin6i out ti:r Io ls .

The;" naned the ccr:r3tlry F.ope've)-l bse,r.use Jcirn ?rtce, fcnncie:. of
Fr"r:er'11-Ie (iir"st nere f or iir.: Vl-I1nre cf Di..ivrlg ) *nCr f;af;hor-1n-
I.r".'cf r:r. Cclvdenr hs.d abtended iicplrieii Cnurcn ln iienbuclry, of
wi-:leh hl ,,'i?-q v3r)r fond, bof:rre coning ic Il.ILnc':'qr :rncl sc ths
cglrot*r.3'was nrned ln hcnor of thst ohuloil.

Very trnly yat:':s,

/t

Nellis B. Doo1.e1'



LIST OF DOCTORS OF DOWNS, ILLINOIS

a close relative of John Price, one of the
and Netlie B. Dooley's Great-Grandfather.

Dr. James B. Montgomeryr who practiced in Downs for many
years and erected about nine residences j.n t,he vi llage. His
son was married to Anna Minerva Dooley, sister to 'James W.

Dooley, and they had two children: Mary Frances, rlow Mrs.
Gilbert M. Wilson of West Lafayette, Indiana, and Byron Bliss
Montgomery r who resides in Miarni, Florida.

Dr " Robert Prunty,
founders of Downs /

Dr" I,lontgomery's daughter,
Conard, who was pastor of
daughter is Lit,ta.

Dr. Joseph Sageser and wife,
few year, from about 1B9B to
L\j LeRoy.

Etta M . marr i ed Rev. Art,hur
the Downs Methodist Church.

Dr. John Haig, whose wife was a niece of Dr. Fisher of LeRoy"
Mrs. Haig was Miss Netlie B. Dooley's first school teacher,
in 1884" The Haigs soon moved dto LeRoy where he pracbiced
medicine many years.

Dr. Milton C. Wilson was associated with Dr. Montgomery
following Dr. Chapin, until after Dr. Montgomery passed awdlr
then he continued alone and was our Downs Physician for
twenty-five years. Mrs. Wilson was a faithful worker in
church and community affairs during their residence in Downs.
They were the parenbs of three children - Mabe1, Warren and
Harland. The family moved to Lafayetbe, Indidrldr in 1896"

Dr. Charles Roberts bought the residence built and owned by
sl're l/vtrsons / and pract,ice . j-n .' i. f e:- r/J:: js. They
came in 1896.

Dr. A.D. Young was the nexL doctor to practice in Downs, He
and his wife occupied the Otho Young property, aftereward
known as the telephone house, and lived in Downs six or eight
years. Later they resided in Oklahoma City.

Their

Be1le, r{ere located in Downs a
1900 orL9OZ. Then they moved

Dr" O.M. Thompson, a native of Ellsworth, Illinois,
practice in Downs while Dr. A.D. Young was located
town. He marr ied Mi-ss Clara Buckles , a daughter of
merchant. They resided in Downs only a few years.

came to
in the
a Downs



Page 2 List of Doctors of Downs, Illinois

Dr. Edward c. wirliams, of Bloomington, rllinois, came topract,ice in Downs in April, l901r drrd continued for more thanfifty-five years. He was the only physician locat,ed in bhe
town in about alr that time. He married Alma, youngest
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry whitcomb, several years afterlocating in Downs. Alma Lras an accomplished musician for
many years. They were the parents of Dorothy, (now Mrs.Calvin Wampler of Wyanet, I11. ) Howardr drd Edward. Dr.wilriams died in 1956, then for several years the town was
wi.thout, a physician.

Dr. Eligio s. Hernandez pranned to practice in Downs, and
after an office was bui1t, for him, he did come here forseverar wee]<s, but did not move his f ami.ly here, then decided
to locate elserrhere.

NexL came Dr. Emmeli Martens from Rochest,er, New york, in
July, 1959, who is practicing here at, the present time, 1961.



OLDEST HOUSES IN DOWNS, ILLINOIS

The 1og house erected by John Price, founder of Pricevitle,
later Downs, the living room of which was very large so that,
church services could be held there until later when Old
Union Church was moved into the Village from an out,lying
section. The house was moved back to the South and used as a
barn or chicken house when the John Baremore tr+o-story
residence was erected on the sit,e. In recent years it has
been known as the Phinas Perry home.

The house for some years occupied by Chris Kagel and now
owned by Gobel Langley and the Mitchells, part of his
f ami ly. John Price lived in this house at t,he time of his
death.

The Miss Emma Young houser orr Franklin Streeb, which was
moved some years ago from where the lumber yard stood. It is
now owned and occupied by the Mason family.

The house also on Franklin Street owned and occupied
Hobart, Price. It \^ras one of a group of houses built
James Montgomery in t,he early days of the village.

by
by Dr.

The Hannah Miller
tall brick store.
in Downs.

House on East Main Street just, east
It was Mr. Ed Bror+n's home when he

of the
1 ived

The house now owned and occupied
For years it was occupied by the
his wife. Later it was the home
until their demise.

by the James Terven family.
Veterinarian, Dr. Lipp and
of Wesley Teter and wife

The house on Seminary Avenue facing West occupj-ed by Mrs.
Catherine Edwards and her daughter, Verna, and owned by Eddie
McManus. It, originally faced south on East Main Street, but
was moved to make room for the large two-story house erected
by the Ralph Davis family who occupied it.

The house on
Lucy Terven.

South Seminary street owned ano occupied by }lrs"

A part of the Methodist, Parsonage nexl door north of the Lucy
Terven home.

of Seminary and Washington streetsThe house at the corner
\^/as one of the original
and occupied by Mr. and

James Montgomery houses,
Mrs. Lloyd Postlewait.

now owned

The house at the corner of Price street and West Washington
street owned and occupied by Mrs. Bernice Phi11ips. ft was
built in the early days by Samuef Mit,chell, who was a
carpenter, and all of his children grew up in that house.
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The house at the north end of Price Street now owned and
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Ben Harrison. In early days it was
known as the John Oswalt home and later the Joseph Craig
fami ly .

The house j ust
Eddie McManus,
McMi Il in .

north of the
but occupied

Catho I i c
for many

The house now owned and occupied by
was one of the early homes of Downs
pasture adj oining.

Church now owned by
years by Miss Mae

the Herschel Reece family
wit,h a beautiful r.rooded

The house now
I'liffiam Wells
Parsonage.

quite modernized and owned and occupied by
family was for many years the United Brethren

The house owned and
many years the home

operated by Mrs. Leatha Fulks was for
of the Curtis family.

What has been known as t,he Durbin house was moved from
another part of t,own by Herbert Mikel many years ago.
situated al the corner of West Main and Price streets.

TI IS

The house
was moved
ago.

owned and occupied by Mr. and
from the Wilcox farm by Alvin

Mrs. Bernhard Martens
Mikel many years

Source: Nellie B. Dooley Sept,ember 4, 1969



MISCELLANEOUS FACTS ABOUT DOWNS

Business in Downs:
.4 stores, 2 churches, 2 blacksmiths, 2 doct,ors 2 hotels
2 barbershops, 2 elevators, restaurant, livery barn,
hardware, lumber yard.

. Buckles store, Doctor's off ice, Blacksmith, Drug Store,
Elenberger's Hotel about 19,10. Factory, lumber yard
(navis & Weaver) Bank 1910, livery barn (horse breeding),
churches.

. First Post Of f ice in Orendor f f 's st,ore.

.Schmidt built house 1956

.John Roberts ran a harness :3op in Old D. store.

.Peterson ran elevat,or - liv' C in Sieg house.

.Tom Biddle worked for Buckl, s.

. Sherwood ran lumber yard.

. Allen ran depot, - married I'.'an Savidge.

.McMullins worked for Ed. We:ver.

Land Owned:
.John Baremore owned land so th of railroad.
.The Village of Downs was pl :ted from 'i.rest edge of Downs
to Pr ice St,reet . I t was inc crporated Oct . 28 , 1 916 ?

.Warranty Deed: Mar. 2I, 1B:: I John Price and his wife
Matilda to Peter B. Price fc: $50.00.

"Peter B. Price & Mary his wi'e to Indianapolis, Bloom-
ingtonr dird West,ern Railway tompany, July 22, 1870.

. .Dc rsr Price and wif e to Samt :l Mitchell deed dated
Feb" 10, 1873.

.Sam Mitchell gol deed, Feb. .0, 1873. Towns first name
Priceville changed to Dow

.Mr. Mitchell died Feb. 25,

. Mit,chell Heirs to Charles a
1919 .

June 7 , L902.
E

Bernice Phillips, Jan. 2,

Ezra Woods.

Rose

I rene ,

I)

r r9
rl

Families and Relationships:
.Lucinda Whitcomb Riley
. Sylvia Whitcomb married Abe f or+ns.
.Mae Whitcomb married Millarc- Adams.
.Alma Whitcomb married Dr. E. l. Wi11iams.
. Dorot,hy Wampler daughter of )r . & Mrs . Wi Il iams .
.Bifl Blue's first wife was a Woods - sister of
.Edna Denning Foster - wife c: Willie Foster..
.Clara Buckles married Dr. Th;mpson.
. Adna Maurer \./as Adna Dooiey .

.Brother & sisters - Bill Ker.fall, Della Craig,
Granacher.

. Bif f & Rose Kendall's childl en" Nellie, Wilma,
Sadie, Kathryn & Margaret.

.Brothers: Pet,e Adams, Millard Adams, Joe Adams.

.Hattie Graff Holmes - no children.

. Mary Graf f Powell - i daughter Dorot,hy Fulks.
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Res i dents :

.Ed Scott lived in Charlie Young:'s house. Spetlbrings.

.A.E. Colter lived in house where Ed. Weaver's lumber
yard used to be.

.Ed Weaver bought house from Mrs. Johnson (who bought,
from the Youngs) and built the tumber yard.

.People who lived in Emma Young's property: Colter,
Greene, Mamie Foley, Forrest Cole & Twinnings.

Church Information:
.Ofd church was located across from Wasmans.
.It was moved near the Hopewell Cemetery.
.Later moved to where present church is located.
.0ld church interior 1871? (picture)
.New church built in 1909.
.Interior of ner,s church 9-L2-09. (picture) .
This information from Bernice Philtips and
Frank Teter.

.J.W. Tet,er drove a slip scraper when railroad was put
in.

.Moved the house west of Lipps in L9O2. (8. philrips
was 12).

.Moved the store down by the tittle shoe store.

.Brown's Garage built by Sam Ferguson.

.The O1d Hotel built, by Mift Eilenberg.

. John Luth Hotel and Depot 1923 .

.Dillons Store operated by Dillons, McClure, Pierson,
i".:r'rs, 3rt-'in. B::crrni-ng, llcCl'::e lived in Maurer M.E.
parsonage.

Source: Bernice Phillips



. TB29

. LB29

.1842

.1856

.1869

.1869

. iBBB

MEMORIES OF DOWNS

Indians had a Trading Post a short distance west of
Kickapoo Creek on rrhat is now known as R. f 50
John Price, C.D. Belleville, Lawson Downs, Wm.
Bishop, John Robertson (blacksmith) settled at this
post and it was called Delta. Delta consisted of a
blacksmith shop, SLore, post office and mill.
First school was built, wesf of Downs - Spring
School House. This school was called a subscription
school - it was built by volunteer labor.
A better 2 room school was erected.
Railroad went lhrough - the store and blacksmilh
shop moved to the present site.
Kickapoo Union School district, was formed.
Oldest store building was a frame building and was
there when the town was first organzied. This was
the store in the same location as the one owned by
Lois Downs and Melvin Burnett.
Store burned.
First paper published by Oscar Hatfield - it was
knwon as the Downs Salmagundi.
Weavei and Davis rebuilt the store of brick. A man
by the name of Buckles was the first person to run
the store.
. Community meetings were held above fhis store.
. Presbyterians held church services above this store

until bhey buitb Lheir church.
Built four room school and high school was established"
Milt Elenberger built holel south of shoe store.
June 7 or L7 - changed name of Priceville to Downs.
. The first bank in Downs was in one corner of a

grocery store (r+est side of street & south of the
al1ey) ..1903.

Rural mail delivery.
Bank was built. J.W. Teter who had a meat market &
grocery sLore on the corner and owned t,his lot sold
it to the bank for $1,000.00 (where restauranL now
stands). He moved the store farther south.
Lumber yard was built by Ed. Weaver on Main Street.
October 10 at,tempted lo rob the bank.
Incorporation order entered Aprif 19, I9I7. Incor-
porated Malr 5, 1917 .
Elecbricity was installed had L2 electric lights
on streets.
Built Downs Community High School.
Robbers broke into bank.
Presbyterian church disbanded sold to K.of P. Lodge.
R. 39 highway was concreted (present 150).
Bank closed.

.1888

.1BBB

.1889

. 1895
'r ao?

.1902

.1903

.1909

.1910

.1913

.1917

. L9I7

. L920

. t923

. t924

. L929

. r931
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.1935

.1936

. r944

. r952

. 1952

.1955

.1956

.1956

.1956

.1961

.1978

Memories of Downs

Village of Downs and Downs Township
buildinq for $900.00
J.W. Teter's store burned.
Bus came through Downs.
Water installed.
Sept,ember 27 - mail was delivered by bus.
Built new school souLh side of Washington Street.
Downs and Ellsworth consolidated.
and Ellswort,h consolidated.
Passenger train slopped running.
Ed. McManus & Price Downs bought, the Town
the Village of Downs & Downs Township,
sold to BiIf Wel1s for a restaurant.
Doctorrs office built.
June L7 - Laundromat was built by Griffin
Madsen.
Tri-Valley High School was built.

bought old Bank

Hall from
It was then

and

.1830

.1841

.1867

.L876

.1909

.1909

.1974

New Post office built.
Fire Station built by town of Downs.

First, church services were held in a log cabin.
First church was built,3 miles east of Downs and
north of R. 150 near where Fred Wasman 1ived.
This church was moved into Downs it stood east
of cemetery where Fred Hood lives.
Rev. Ingram, the minister, boughl the ground where
the present church stands and this church was moved
to that site.
Frank Marcellus bought the frame church.
Present brick church was built.
New addition was built on t,he present church.

Schedules of
West: 4:00 A
East: 9:30 A

D=pot Operators:
Wilfiams, Paul
Davis, Wiggins,
Leroy.

Through Downs:
12:30 P.M. 5:00 P

(no stop) 6:00
10: OO

anR

M

M

Tra ins
.m. B

.M. 1

That,
30A
30P

M

.M. &

.M.
P
P
SBill Dillon, Jefferson M. cod, Minnie

Mandler, Allen & Ivan Savidge, DimpIe
John Lut,h, Evelyn Nace and a man from

J.W, TeLer hauled mail
Later Jim Winstead and

f rom
Ber t

the depot
Downs did

to the Post Office.
this.

Post Office Operators: John A.
Davis, Roy & Catherine C1ark,

Davis, Ralph Davis, Wayne
Eddie McManus.
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Hotel Operators: Forresb Co1e, Lena Colaw (1909), Sa11y
Smith, John Luth (1922), John Clark, Emma Stutzman, Dick
B1air, Hobart Price, Roy Jones.

.Old Hotet buitt by Milt Eilenberg.

. John Luth Hot,el and Depot, L9Z3 .

.Brownrs Garage bui1t, by Sam Fergluson.

.Dillons SLore Dillons, McClure, pierson, Jacobs, Brown,
Broning. McClure lived in Maurer M.E. parsonage.

Source: Bernice Philtips


