
 

 
 

 

Village Hall 
211 S. Seminary St, 
PO Box 18 
Downs, IL 61736 

 
  

Village of Downs Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 
January 11, 2023, 7 pm @ Village Hall & via ZOOM 

 

1. Mayor Mike James Called to Order the January 11, 2024, Village of Downs Board of Trustees 
meeting to order at 7:06pm. 

2. Roll Call was taken. Trustees Maureen Roach, Stephanie Adkisson, Sarah Gassaway, Brian 
Warfel and Toby Twyford were present. Anna Milliken was absent. There was a quorum to do 
business. Also, present were Clerk Julie James, Treasurer Julie Bakewell and Village Attorney 
Dawn Wall. 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
4. A Motion to Approve Agenda and Order was made by Roach and seconded by Gassaway. 

Approved 5-0 

• Ordinance 2024-__ Authorizing and Approving the Execution of an Intergovernmental 

Agreement Between Tri-Valley Community Unit School District #3 and the Village of 

Downs was moved to Old Business. 

• Resolution 2024-R03 Authorizing and Approving the Amended Resolution 2023-R24 

Authorizing and Approving the Agreement Between Hampton Equipment and the 

Village of Downs for Purchase of 2023 Oil Tanker to be Financed Through Busey Bank 

for an Amount not to Exceed the Sum Stated Herein of Forty Two Thousand ($42,000) 

had some wording changes. 

• Resolution 2024-R01 Dedicating and Naming the Village of Downs Public Works 

Building Located at 310 S Lincoln St the Leslie "Les" Fitzwater Public Works Building had 

some wording changes. 

5. Events 

• The events committee approve to spend $15,500 for fireworks for 2024. 
6. Engineer & Development Report – Mike Buzicky, MSA 

1. Downs Water Plant Improvements 
o Block is up on the building addition. 
o They will be getting the trusses up so they can get the roof on. 
o The forming is up for the brine tank. 
o Buzicky noted all and all it is going well. 

2. Downtown Streetscape and Parking Lots design 
o The public open house was last month. 
o MSA and the Mayor met with the county highway department and took the 

open house feedback. 
o The county was not keen on the parking spaces. When they snowplow, they 

want to be able to do a straight through. James said he told them that village 



would do the parking spaces and sidewalks so they wouldn’t have to. They were 
going to take it back to their committee for a decision 

3. Downs Crossing Watermain Extension 
o Construction on the lift station will begin this month. 
o After completion of the lift station, they will bore under RT150. 

4. S. Lincoln and Colleen Lane Water and Sewer Extension 
o Darnall Concrete is fabricating 5 manholes for Colleen Lane. 

5. S. Lincoln, Colleen Lane, and Hillard Court Road Projects – no other updates 
6. Other Engineering or Development Updates 

o Freedom Oil is a little behind schedule. 
7. Mayoral Report 

• DC Water Tower Lease 
o We received the land survey for the location at Corn Belt. 
o It will most likely be a long-term lease with Corn Belt. 

• Question from Kristin Meyers  
o Kristin wanted to know if they could put the Tri-Valley Greenhouse sale on 

our village calendar. 
o TV has been gracious to allow us to use their Friday folders for our events. 
o The board decided they will allow TV fundraisers to put on the calendar. We 

don’t want to clog up and maintain TV’s many events on our calendar. 

• Manhole purchases are on the agenda. 

• Work on the water main is continuing. 

• We need work to work on getting some easements for the water main. 
8. Trustee Reports 

1. Building Report 

• No building permits have been issued. 
2. Water and Sewer Report  

• Twyford had a monthly meeting with Leander.  

• They said they are a little behind.  

• Twyford said it’s neat to see all of the different venders working together. 

• Leander has shut down the road on that side of the water plant. 

• Executive session will be entered to talk about a special agreement for water 
and sewer payments. 

3. Police Report 

• Roach said they are working on violation letters. 

• 11 letters were sent out and 5 letters have not responded. 

• Michele is still making updates to the website. 
Report from Chief Dingler 

o We dealt with a Suspended Driver and a Deceptive Practices case in 
Downs. 

o We dealt with a Domestic in Arrowsmith 
o We fielded 3 crashes 
o County did not take any calls missed. 
o Downs- 23 citations   Bellflower 8   Arrowsmith 1 
o Officer Thornton had a successful community event with his Coffee with 

a Cop 



o We look forward to more community interactions with him now that he 
is cleared from training and now on his own. 

2023 Totals 
o Citations- Downs- 61, Bellflower- 48, Arrowsmith- 2 

o Total count of investigations- 32 
    6 Fraud, 3 Traffic Related, 5 Domestic Violence, 1 Sexual Assault, 

2 Stalking, 1 Unlawful possession of a firearm, 2 Stolen vehicles, 
Multiple Juvenile cases and assist other agency cases 

4. Streets Reports 

• The department is gearing up for snowplowing this weekend. 

• We will be paying for the tanker outright. 

• Streets department will be picking up Christmas trees. 
5. Parks, Community Center and Food Pantry Report 

• Lights are down in the park. 

• The committee is going to wait until March to go through the trailers to see 
what all is working. 

• Boy Scouts will be installing a new fire pit 

• Pavilion picnic tables will be painted green. 

• The committee has plans to pick up Kickapoo Park. 

• They will be having a fundraiser to purchase a tent to use for the village and the 
4th of July. 

• A folding chair rack will be purchased for the pavilion. 
6. Finance and Services Report 

• BTP 
o We have had the Simple IRA plan for 1 year. We made our first employee 

match. It was just under $6000. 
o Clerk bond  
o Bakewell reported that the reimbursement of tuition is a taxable event 

unless we pass a formal educational assistance plan. The board is going to 
adopt and add this to the employee handbook next month. 

o We are making our 6th out of 10 payments to Corn Belt Energy. 
o Finance will start budget season and meetings in February. 
o Our medical insurance is going up 12.7% 

• Audit  
o Next year, because of our IEPA loan, we will have to have a single audit. 
o Streigel Knobloch said they will not do our audit. 

1. Single audit 
2. Julie is leaving 
3. We don’t start our audit by August 

o Julie said we will start the audit in July. 
o She talked to them about her possible departure and said she would assist with 

the audit as a consultant. 
o Julie spoke with a partner about these possible resolutions, and he said he 

would take it back to their partner meeting and get back to us. 
o Hopefully we will be talking to a few treasurer candidates in the next couple of 

weeks. 
9. Discussion 



1. Other 
10. Public Comment 

• Kailey Gassaway- Tri-Valley Yearbook Staff 
o Spoke to the board about possible advertising opportunities for events, village 

market and the police department. 
11. A Motion to Approve Items Contained within the Consent Agenda was made by Roach and 

seconded by Gassaway. Approved 5-0 
12. A Motion to Approve Consent Agenda was made by Roach and seconded by Gassaway. 

Approved 5-0 
1. Motions 

a. Motion to Approve the December 14, 2023, Village Board of Trustees Regular 
Meeting Minutes 

b. Motion to Approve Special Use Agreement for Water/Sewer/Garbage Payments 
2. Ordinance  

a. Ordinance 2024-__ Authorizing and Approving the Execution of an 
Intergovernmental Agreement Between Tri-Valley Community Unit School 
District #3 and the Village of Downs – moved to Old Business 

3. Resolutions  
a. Resolution 2024-R01 Dedicating and Naming the Village of Downs Public Works 

Building Located at 310 S Lincoln St the Leslie "Les" Fitzwater Public Works 
Building 

b. Resolution 2024-R02 to Authorize and Approve Proposal of Darnall Concrete 
Products Co. for Colleen Lane Sanitary Sewer Manhole 

c. Resolution 2024-R03 Authorizing and Approving the Amended Resolution 2023-
R24 Authorizing and Approving the Agreement Between Hampton Equipment 
and the Village of Downs for Purchase of 2023 Oil Tanker to be Financed 
Through Busey Bank for an Amount not to Exceed the Sum Stated Herein of 
Forty Two Thousand ($42,000) 

d. Resolution 2024-R04 Authorizing and Approving Engineering Services 
Agreement with Farnsworth to Complete Required IDOT Bridge Inspection 

13. No action was taken, New Business. 
1. Motions 

a. Motion to Continue the Village of Downs Regular Board of Trustees Meeting on 
_____________, @ 7 pm at the Village Hall 

2. Ordinances 
3. Resolutions 

14. No action was taken in Old Business. 
1. Ordinance 2024-__ Authorizing and Approving the Execution of an Intergovernmental 

Agreement Between McLean County Communities and the Village of Downs for 
Resources and Equipment 

2. Ordinance 2024-__ Amending The Municipal Code of The Village of Downs by the 
Addition of Article [Chapter] _________ Establishing Standards for the Construction of 
Facilities on the Rights-of-Way 

15. A Motion to Approve Payment of Bills was made by Warfel and seconded by Gassaway. 
Approved 5-0 



16. A Motion to Enter Executive Session for possible annexation, special use for water, sewer, and 
garbage agreement and semi-annual review of executive meeting minutes was made at 
8:33pm by Gassaway and seconded by Twyford. Approved 5-0 
 
Mayor Mike James Called to Order the January 11, 2024, Village of Downs Board of Trustees 
meeting to order at 9:20pm. 
 
Roll Call was taken. Trustees Maureen Roach, Stephanie Adkisson, Sarah Gassaway, Brian 
Warfel and Toby Twyford were present. Anna Milliken was absent. There was a quorum to do 
business. Also, present were Clerk Julie James, Treasurer Julie Bakewell and Village Attorney 
Dawn Wall. 
 

17. No Action was taken on Executive Session Items. 
18. There was no Other Business. 
19. A Motion to Adjourn at 9:21pm was made by Warfel and seconded by Adkisson. Approved 5-0 

 

 

Julie James 
Village of Downs Clerk 
 

 


