
 

 

Rae-Bon Sew  & Quilt Shop 

SPOOLS OF NEWS 
November 2018 for the sewist in the know 

We hear all the time that fabric purchased from a quilt 

shop is a better quality than fabric you would purchase 

from a chain store. But what 

really makes it better? This 

month, we explore what really 

makes the fabric sold in a quilt 

shop premium quilting fabric 

compared to what is sold in a 

chain store.  

Premium quilt fabric starts with 

a higher quality of grey goods 

with a minimum thread count of 

60 by 60 thread count (most are 

higher than 60 by 60). A higher 

thread count produces a silkier 

hand, less bearding when quilted, 

longer fabric life, and better 

printing definition. Chain store 

fabric has a much lower thread 

count. The diameter of the cotton 

filaments is smaller and the length 

of the cotton staple is longer in 

premium quilting fabric. 

There is also a difference in the printing of premium 

quilting fabric versus chain store fabric. Chain store fabric 

can be printed on high speed 

rotary presses because their 

screens are not as complex. 

Premium quilting fabric is printed 

using a slower, more precise flat 

bed press. This allows the screens 

to be more complex and the 

printing to be more accurate. 

Premium quilting fabric also tends 

to use more colors and thus a 

larger number of screens.  

Once the printing is complete, 

chemical baths are used to set 

the design. The process used 

for setting premium fabrics is a 

lengthy more expensive 

process. This means premium 

fabrics are more colorfast and 

less likely to bleed. The fabrics 

are also left with a better silkier 

texture.  

IS THERE REALLY A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHAIN STORE 
FABRIC AND FABRIC FROM A QUILT SHOP? 

Store Hours: Monday-Friday: 10am-5:30 pm ⚫ Saturday: 10am-4pm ⚫ Sunday: Closed 

Rae-Bon will be closed November 22 for Thanksgiving 

3060 25th St SW Fargo, ND ⚫ 701-433-7203 ⚫ www.rae-bon.com ⚫ reddoor@rae-bon.com 



 

 

This month my travels took me to New Orleans, home of 

this year's Viking/Pfaff Dealer convention. New Orleans is 

a very eclectic city. I had a little time to explore Saturday 

afternoon and enjoy the 80 degree weather. Queork is a 

great little shop that sells only items made of cork. I also 

stopped in several shops and watched a parade in front of 

my hotel. 

Sunday morning it was down to business with the opening 

of Viking convention. Several new machines were 

introduced: the Designer Brilliance 80 which replaces the 

Designer Diamond and Ruby Royale and the Brilliance 

75Q which replaces the Sapphire 965Q. Brand new to the 

Viking family is the Platinum MN 1000 which is a 10 needle 

embroidery machine. In the quilting world, the Designer 

Fabric Frame was introduced.  

The next 2 ½ days were filled with classes on the Viking 

machines. I had a great session 

working with various feet on the 

Viking Epic 980Q. I love how you can 

do pop up, sequin, and applique 

stitches that are exclusive to the 

Viking machines. You'll have to check 

this out in the shop. I worked on the 

Designer Brilliance 80 to create a 

beautifully embossed leather 

notebook cover. The embossing was 

actually an embroidery design that 

was stitched on vinyl and then a decorative wax was 

rubbed over it. Watch for this as a class in 2019.  

Have you heard about MySewnet™? I was glad to be able 

to get more information on this. If you google 

MySewnet™ it says "is designed to give you easy and 

convenient access to information needed to enhance your 

sewing and embroidery experience". There are videos on 

machine operation, blogger posts, and storage for your 

embroidery designs to be sent wirelessly to your wifi 

enabled Viking and Pfaff machines. One Sewnet account 

works for both brands. You can even be alerted when 

your embroidery machine needs a thread change. 

We entered the convention hall Wednesday morning to a 

celebration! Pfaff is celebrating 50 years of IDT! The stage 

had a gold backdrop and gold balloons were released. If 

you are not familiar with IDT, come and see what it's all 

about. New machines were introduced during the opening 

ceremonies for Pfaff convention. There are four new 

sewing machines 

shown: Quilt 

Expression 720, 

Expression 710, Ambition 620, 

and Ambition 610. The Pfaff 10 

needle Creative Stylist MN 110 

embroidery only machine and the 

Creative Fabric Frame were also 

highlighted. 

Classes followed through Thursday afternoon. I had a 

great class on the Pfaff Creative Icon. Not only does it 

have the coveted IDT, but it also has the exclusive floating, 

stacking, and ribbon stitches. There was a sample dress 

made with ribbon stitches that was outstanding. The built 

in embroidery designs are beautiful. If embroidery is not 

for you, but you want all the other outstanding features 

check out the Pfaff Performance Icon. 

After five days of classes it was time to travel home. 

Machines and products are arriving, so be sure to check 

them out. 

VIKING/PFAFF CONVENTION 
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The Creative Grids Strippy Stars tool allows you to 

quickly and easily make star point units in eight sizes from 

squares and strips. The tool ensures your points will be 

aligned right so they won’t be cut off. To use 

the tool: 

1. Mark the wrong side of the star point 

fabric square with the Creative Grids 

Strippy Stars Tool. 

2. Place the marked square 

and the strip right side 

together with the marked square on top. 

Position the drawn line on the square ¼” 

away from the edge of the fabric strip. 

Leave roughly ¼” between the squares 

as you place them on the strip.  

3. Rough cut the squares apart. Keeping the square flat, 

open the strip and press. Be sure that the tips of the 

square are covered when you press the strip open. 

4. Flip the unit over and use a straight 

edge to trim the fabric even with the 

original square.  

5. Repeat the previous 

process to complete the 

star point. This time the tip should be facing 

away from you. 

6. Rough cut the 

squares apart. Keeping 

the square flat, open 

the strip and press. Be 

sure that the tips of the 

square are covered when you 

press open. 

7. Use a straight edge to trim the 

fabric even with the original square to complete the 

star point.  

 

 

CREATIVE GRIDS           
STRIPPY STARS 

THE RULER OF THE MONTH IS 15% OFF! 

3



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Never enough time to get everything done?  

Join us to sew with friends (or make some 

new ones). Treat yourself to a mini-retreat! 
 

Monday, November 16: 10 am-5 pm 

Friday, November 19: 10 am - 5 pm 
 

Bring your machine and project to work on. 

Advance registration is required to save your 

spot. 

Explore the features and stitches of your new sewing machine. You will stitch 

samples, learn the functions of your machine, 

and basic cleaning. Open to Baby Lock, Pfaff, 

and Viking owners. No charge for machines 

purchased at Rae-Bon; $50.00 for others. 

Bring your machine, accessory feet, foot 

control, power cord, spool of thread, and 

bobbin. 

New Owners Classes are by appointment. 

Please call the shop at 433-7203 to register.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

      

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

  

Beginning  

Quilting  

Session IIV 

 

Kimberbell 

Embroidery 

Club - 6pm only 

‘Kimberbell  

Oh Happy Day 

Kimberbell  

Oh Happy Day 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 

Kimberbell  

Oh Happy Day 

Baby Lock  

IQ Technique 

Class 

Kimberbell  

Oh Happy Day 

Going Places 

Garment Bag 

 

Sewing 

Academy:   

Hems & Mitered 

Corners 

Sewicial Hour 

Youth Sewing: 

Oh, Christmas 

Tree Mini Pillow 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 Sewcial Hour 
Demo  

& Dessert 
 

Happy 

Thanksgiving 
  

25 26 27 28 30   

 Book Club 

Serger Class: 

12” Serger 

Pillow 

 
Holiday Stars 

Ornament 
  

Call or stop in to sign up and pay for the class of your choice. Class fee is due when you register.  

Phone registrations (701-433-7203) accepted only with a credit card payment. 

The class supply list will be available when you register and pay for the class. Supplies are not included in the class fee 

unless otherwise specified. Please have supplies purchased before class. Kits required are available at the store.  No 

photocopied patterns or books will be allowed in classes. 

We consider your enrollment to be a commitment by you to take the class and we in turn make a commitment to the 

instructor. No cancellations are allowed on classes. Thank you for not asking us to make exceptions.  

Your sewing machine or serger must be in top working condition before you arrive at class. Students whose equipment is 

not working properly disturb and slow down the class. We service all brands of machines and sergers so come see us prior 

to the start of the class. 

If you get together a group of 2 or more friends, we would be happy to setup a class date and time just for you. 
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NOVEMBER 2018 

5



 

 

BABY LOCK IQ TECHNIQUE CLASS 
Monday, November 12: 6:00-8:00 pm 
 

If your machine has IQ 

Designer or Design 

Center, this class is for 

you! We will meet each 

month from September 

through February on the 

2nd Monday from 6-8 

pm. We will be using 

different techniques in 

IQ to design quilt 

squares. In February, we will meet to complete the quilt 

top. 35” x 36”  This class will be a lecture/demo. If you 

purchased your machine at Rae-Bon, the class fee is $100 

and includes all fabric (top, backing, and binding) and 

handouts to compete the quilt. The class fee is $200 if you 

did not purchase your machine at Rae-Bon. If you miss a 

class, the handouts will be saved for you. You are still able 

to sign up and receive past handouts.  In November, we’ll 

be focusing on the boots block.  

 
BEGINNING SEWING ACADEMY: 
HEMS & MITERED CORNERS 
Tuesday, November 15: 6:00-9:00 pm 

 

Beginning Sewing Academy is 

for those with little to no 

sewing experience who want 

to learn the basics. We will 

be using the book, How to 

Machine Sew, to guide our 

classes. This is a great 

reference guide and includes 

projects. These classes are 

open to those 16 and older.  

Each month we'll offer a new class, but classes can be 

taken in any order. Complete all 9 classes and you'll earn a 

special graduation gift - 25% off the purchase of your next 

project.  

In November, we'll learn how to hem and make mitered 

corners. You'll make a place mat and cloth napkin.  

DEMO & DESSERT 
Tuesday, November 20: 1:00 pm or 6:00 pm 
 

We’ll provide a tasty dessert while you learn about new 

products, machines, or fabrics that have arrived in the past 

month. Receive a 10% discount on any new items 

highlighted that day.  

 
GOING PLACES GARMENT BAG 
Tuesday, November 13: 6:00-9:00 pm 
 

This stylish and sturdy quilted bag 

features a full front zipper 

opening with a top opening for 

hanger extension. The spacious 

interior compartment fits several 

garments. A vinyl window on back 

makes the contents visible 

without opening the bag. Mesh 

and quilted pockets organize 

accessories and two adjustable, 

detachable straps make traveling a 

breeze. 

You will enhance and expand on 

your skills as you make this 

spacious travel bag: 

• Quilting large pieces 

• Adding borders 

• Making divided pockets using mesh 

• Making and attaching a vinyl window 

• Adding extra pulls to a zipper and working with 

Zippers by the Yard 

• Shaping the shape of the bag to fit a hanger 

• Adding adjustable, detachable straps using yet 

another technique 

Be prepared — your sewing skills are about to go to the 

next level! Class fee is $15 plus supplies. Bring your own 

sewing machine or rent one of ours.  

 

 

CLASSES 
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 HOLIDAY STARS ORNAMENT 
Thursday, November 29: 1:00-4:00 pm or 7:00-10:00 pm 
 

Combine your favorite fabric and 

firm fusible interfacing to create 

fun 3-D stars that can be used 

any time of year; great for 

decorating, gifts, or just for fun. 

The pattern Holiday Stars is 

needed for class. Supply list given 

at registration. Bring your sewing 

machine or rent one of ours. 

Class fee $15.00 plus supplies  

 
KIMBERBELL EMBROIDERY CLUB 
Friday, November 9: 6:00 pm only 
 

Each month we'll demo two Kimberbell projects exclusive 

to club members. This is a demo class only; no embroidery 

machines needed. Bring your jump drive to the club 

meeting each month to have designs transferred. A one 

time class fee of  $72 includes all 12 project files, a jump 

drive, and printed handouts.  Even though the club started 

in September, you can still sign up and receive past 

month’s designs. In November, we’ll demo the fun with 

fringe: Baby Lion and Lovebirds Tandem Bicycle. 

 

 

 

SERGER PILLOW 
Tuesday, November 27: 1:00-4:00 pm or 7:00-10:00 pm 
 

Lets keep those serger 

humming and make a 

decorative pillow. We will 

use the flat lock stitch, make 

cording, do a decorative chain 

stitch, and put in a zipper all 

with your serger. Bring your 

serger to class. Supply list 

given at registration. Class fee 

is $20.00 and includes a 

pillow form.  

 
YOUTH SEWING: OH, CHRISMTAS 
TREE PILLOW 
Saturday, November 

17: 1:00-4:00 pm 
 

In this month’s youth 

sewing, we’ll be making 

the Oh, Christmas 

Tree pillow. It’s a fun 

project with a snow 

globe on a mini pillow. 

We will be working 

with a patchwork 

border, vinyl, and 

appliques that will give the effect that it is actually snowing 

on the tree. Come and sew this adorable pillow as you get 

in the spirit of the holidays.  
 

Class fee of $25 each month includes all project supplies 

and use of a Baby Lock machine. While not required, 

parents, grandparents, or adult friends are welcome to 

come assist their budding sewer.  
 

Upcoming Youth Sewing Projects: 

• December: Cell Phone Wallet 

• January: Busy Bag 

• February: Half Square Triangle Pouch 
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1 Purchase next month’s book club selection. 

2 Select any project in the book to sew up by the following 

month’s meeting 

3 At the book club meeting, the club will vote on their favorite 

completed project.  

The winner will receive the following month’s book club 

selection for free. The winning project will be kited and sold 

at Rae-Bon as a featured kit with the creator’s name on the 

kit (if current Rae-Bon fabric was used to make the project). 

Next Book Club Meeting:  

Monday, November 26 from 2-3 pm 

Book to Discuss:  

Double Wide Dresden by Me and My Sister Design 
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Today  only !  

Stop  in  and  pick  up  a  coupon  book  with  a  

coupon  fo r  every  month  of  2019 .  

Clearance  Fabr ic  Galore !  

YEAR OF 
SAV INGS 

EXTRAVAGANZA 
SATURDAY,  

DECEMBER  1 ,  2018  

SAVE  THE  DATE  
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Each quarter we’ll have a new 5th Saturday Challenge. Pick up  a challenge bag in the shop and 

create something beautiful. Challenge bags will have from 2-8 pieces of fabric of various 

amounts. Each challenge bag will be identical during a challenge period, but the amount of fabric 

may be different from challenge period to challenge period. It’s a surprise!  

 

The rules are simple: 

• Your creation must use every piece of fabric in the bag, but you can use any amount of 

the fabric. So use it all or use the tiniest piece you can cut - it’s up to you.  

• Bring your completed project to our 5th Saturday Event on December 29, 2018 

 

It’s up to you what kind of project you want to make. Any creation, any size, a published 

pattern, or original design. The only limit is your imagination. 

 

After the December event, projects will be on display for two weeks for customers to vote on 

their favorite. The winner will receive a $50 gift card.  

5th Saturday  
Challenge 

Challenge Kits 
Available Now 

for $14.99 
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Call now to reserve your place or visit our shop for a registration form!

November 9 &  or 12 &1310
10 am - 4 pm

The event will be held at Rae-Bon  
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December 6, 7, or 8 

10 am - 4 pm 

includes  
all supplies  
& snacks 

This event is being held at Rae-Bon Sew & Quilt Shop. 
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