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Dear Citizens 

 
As your Mayor, I would like to personally invite you to the City Council Meeting on Wednesday, 

June 6, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.   The purpose; “a Public Hearing for the 2012/2013 budget.”  It will be held 

in the Council Chambers located at 30 W. 100 S.  We look forward to taking public comments on the 

budget at the hearing on June 6th.  We have conservatively put together a trimmed budget without cutting 

any types of services to our citizens.  I would like to thank the City Council, our office staff, the depart-

ment heads and employees that have been working on the tentative budget for the past couple of months.  The Mayor 

& Council Advisory Board has also been reviewing the budget and they will come to the meeting on June 6th with 

their report.  We have also put some funds aside in this budget in case our power provider, UMPA, passes an electri-

cal increase this year. These funds will be available so the increase will not need to be passed along to our citizens.  

We do not feel by any means that the city should move backwards, we must make sure that the services that we pro-

vide are still in place yet move very cautiously forward on spending over the next year.  Contrary to some comments 

that have been going around, the city does not have any plans for a tax or a rate increase for the coming year. This is 

not the time that we should be doing this.  I am very happy to report that as we have cut, trimmed and tighten our 

belts with this budget, we still need to look at ways to increase our revenues. The way to increase our revenues is 

with increased sales tax, by shopping in Salem. That is why we are strongly pushing to shop Salem.  Our sales tax has 

increased and we encourage citizens to continue to shop in Salem so we can put hard earned tax dollars away for that 

rainy day. I have asked our city employees to please step up and indeed they have.  They are doing a great job for all 

of us here in Salem. 

 

I am concerned about our secondary water supply. We did not get a lot of snow pack this last year and the reservoirs 

where we get our water supply from were once full but now are rapidly running low. The hot weather this spring has 

caused a lot of high water usage throughout the valley.  I am concerned that our P.I. ponds maintain enough water to 

meet the needs of you our citizens.  The city started preparing for the secondary water system back in 1992 and  

worked many years before it was implemented.  There was talk back and forth whether or not meters should be in-

stalled at each house; I was against that and I’m still against it.  I feel that responsible water users will water when 

they should and not water every day, not water so it is running down the roadways and not water during the hottest 

part of the day, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  In fact, there was an ordinance put in place in 2009 that states you cannot 

water  between those times in order to conserve water and give our P.I. reservoirs a chance to refill.  I don’t feel that 

only a small percentage of the population that abuses the system should penalize the rest of us that don’t. Instead of 

putting meters in, which is very costly for you the consumer as well as the city to maintain, I think the responsible 

thing to do is have all of us follow the same rules which is to watch and conserve our secondary water the best we can 

so that we don’t have to go to the expense of meters. For those that don’t follow the water rules,  they will first be 

issued a warning and then if they keep abusing the system, they will be fined.  Once again, I don’t feel a few should 

make it expensive for the rest of the citizens.  Please conserve and watch your secondary water usage especially this 

year and hopefully we will have a better snow pack for the next year.                                                                                    

         

 
          (continued on page 2) 
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SALEM DAYS is quickly approaching so please get your nominations for 
Family of the Year and Community Service Award. 

 

Check the website for more info 

www.salemcity.org 

The city has noticed that there is more moss in our pond than usual. There are a couple of reasons for this,  one is that 

the springs going into the pond are not flowing as much as they have in the past so there is not as much movement of 

the water, and the hot spring weather has caused the moss to  grow more rapidly.  That gives an indication that our 

spring flows are low. 

 

As summer is approaching and the children will be out of school please make sure as you are driving that you watch 

for our children on bikes or walking along the roadways.  Also be aware of children playing around the water at our 

park; keep an eye on them to make sure they are safe. If we could pitch in as neighbors to help the parents watch the 

children as they play, we will all have a more enjoyable summer. 

 

If any of you have items that you would be willing to donate to the library for their Salem Days auction, it would be 

greatly appreciated.  Also, we are taking donations for the annual fireworks at the pond. 

 

I would like to thank our outgoing Youth Council.  They have been tremendous and have helped with a lot of programs 

throughout the year.  I would like to welcome the new Youth Council that will coming in this year. 

 

There are a lot of people who walk or jog early in the morning especially along Canal Road.  The Public Safety Depart-

ment would like to remind you as you are walking or running, please make sure you are going towards the    traffic so 

you can see what is coming instead of having your back to it. 

 

Once again I would like to encourage all of you that if our local businesses have the product and have the services, to 

please shop in Salem and help support our businesses.  I would like to thank the many volunteers in our city. It is excit-

ing as I have had many people come up to me and offer to volunteer somewhere.  We have given out many jobs for 

people to do but there are many more that could be done.  Our fire and ambulance departments still need volunteers. If 

you don‘t feel like you can volunteer in this way, there are other things that you can do to help. It takes all of our ef-

forts to keep our community beautiful, safe and peaceful.  Helping make everyone’s life better.  I would like to thank 

all of the volunteers for the Miss Salem Pageant, the ones who are working on our Salem Days events, and the people 

who participated in our Memorial Days services at our beautiful cemetery.  We thank our employees who keep that a 

beautiful and sacred place where we can visit our family, friends and loved ones who are buried there.  I’d like to thank 

the many volunteers in our recreation programs to make sure our children’s minds and bodies have recreational activi-

ties.  If you’d like to help the city out, call the City Office or get a hold of me because there are many things you can do 

to help us. We hope you have a great and safe summer and thank you for all for helping in “Making Life Better.” 

 

      Mayor Randy Brailsford 
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LIBRARY 

801-423-2622       www.salemcitylibrary.org 

LIBRARY HOURS: 

Monday—Thursday 10:00 a.m.—6:30 p.m. 

Friday   10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Saturday  10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Story Time is Mondays at 11:00 a.m.  

And Thursdays at 2:30 p.m. 

Sponsored By: 

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 

 
Bill & Ramona Rust live at the top of what was know as “Rust’s Hill.”  Those of you lucky enough to have 

lived in Salem in the 40’s and 50’s would remember that was where you went to sleigh ride.  Bill and 

Ramona became high school sweethearts and through the years have raised 5 well educated children plus one 

Navajo foster son.  They have 19 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren with 2 more waiting to arrive.  

Bill has served his country in the Army during the Korean conflict and after returning home, he received his 

Masters Degree in speech pathology and spent most of his professional career helping handicapped children.   

He retired as director of the Human Resources Department for Nebo School District.  Ramona worked in the 

Provo School District as secretary to the President. Prior to her retirement, she was secretary to the superin-

tendents of Provo School District for 13 year.  Later she was the accountant in the family owned Hamilton 

Bro’s Electric Co.  During her spare time, she took care of 6 children plus her husband and somewhere in 

there she kept more than 40 journals with her thoughts, pictures, and memories.  Bill has served on the Salem 

City Council, the Volunteer Fire Department, Planning & Zoning Commission and the Board of Adjust-

ments.  Bill & Ramona served on the Library Board that helped established the library here in town.  That is 

just a few of their accomplishments.  If you don’t know the Rusts … you should. 

Salem Men’s Wood bat Baseball    

       Salem Parks & Rec. will offer a men’s 21 and 

older men’s wood bat league.  Games will be 
played at Salem Loafer View Complex Monday, 
Tuesday & Thursday evenings.  Teams interested 
in playing should contact Salem Parks & Rec. no 
later than June 15th.  At least 5 teams are needed 
for this league to carry.  We are working on a 
North Utah County playing site…Cost is $900 per 
team.  Fees are due June 25th.  First games will be played 
July 9th.  10 game season with top two teams playing a 
post season 3 game series.  Game times will be 2 hours 
or 7 inning games.  North UC teams will play Double 
Headers.    All teams will play two games per week.  One 
wood bat will be issued to each registered team.  All 
other bats are up to the teams.  Game times will be 
6:00p & 8:20p  League rules will be High School Federa-

tion rules 

To commit a team or inquire more details please call 
Salem Recreation, 801-423-1035.  The Season will be 

played in July and August 

It’s not too late to sign up for the summer   

reading program.   

 Readers from preschool through age 17 will       

celebrate our theme “Dream Big—Read” with night 

related stories, music, crafts and more!   

There will be activities at the Library every Tuesday 
at 11:00 a.m. during the summer. 

Watch for info about activities that will be 

sponsored by the Salem Youth Council. 

All programs are free of charge. 



www.salemcity.org 

30 West 100 South 
P.O. Box 901 

Salem, Utah  84653 
City Office Hours:   

Mon—Thur  7:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 
Friday 7:30 a.m.—12:00 noon 

City Office             801- 423-2770 
Recreation           801- 423-1035 
Library      801- 423-2622 
Police (daytime)    801- 423-2312 
        (after hours) 801- 794-3970 
Police, Fire & Medical  
     Emergencies  911 

Salem City 

Planning and Zoning 
     June 13th  7:00 p.m. 

City Council      
June 6th  7:00 p.m. 
June 20th 7:00 p.m. 

WATERING RESTRICTIONSWATERING RESTRICTIONSWATERING RESTRICTIONSWATERING RESTRICTIONS    

Please remember that there is no outside         no outside         no outside         no outside         
watering from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  watering from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  watering from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  watering from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  This is 
not a temporary or seasonal restriction; it ap-
plies every day all year round.  If  you are found 
in violation of  this ordinance, you will be given 
one warning.  After that, you may be issued a  
citation and water services may be terminated. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONSERVE WATER!PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONSERVE WATER!PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONSERVE WATER!PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONSERVE WATER!    

Salem Youth Council 

                 With it being the end of the school year, we have been involved with helping out with the carni-

val that Salem Elementary puts on every year.  We were pleased with the turnout, and the kids had a 

blast. 

 We are thrilled about all the applications we have received.  This year is little different because we have 

received twice as many applications as we normally have in years passed.  We are looking forward to a 

very successful year. 

 Ryan Christensen 

Salem Youth Council Mayor 2012-2013 

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBER CHANGE 

 Utah Valley Dispatch has a new 911 Phone System.  As a result of the 
new  system  the main non-emergency number for Utah Valley 
Dispatch has changed.  The new number is  (801) 794-3970.  
This number will replace the old non-emergency number of 
(801) 851-4100.  Please make this change on any contact docu-
ment or list that you might have in reaching Utah Valley         
Dispatch in a non-emergency situation.  911 is the number to 
still call in all emergency situations. 

The Red Hat Society will be meeting on Wednesday, June 20th, 
6:30 p.m. at the Community Center. 



SALEM PARKS & RECREATION 

60 N. 100 E.           801-423-1035 

Summer Day Hike- JUNE 21st.  Mark your calendars for Salem Parks & Recreation’s 3rd annual Hike.  This year’s 
hike will feature climbs to the Petro glyphs in Water Canyon and the Escalante Cross at the Mouth of Spanish Fork 
Canyon.  The hike is for everyone 10 years and older, parents are welcome to sign up as well.  The hike will be 
organized as a day camp with lunch provide by Salem Gandolfo’s.  Educational information will also be shared at 
the summit of both trials.   This hike is part of the Salem Youth against Obesity Challenge.  Registration is $10 
(lunch included).  $5 late fee after June 18th.  Space is limited to 20 youth so sign up early. 

 

Kids Craft Camp- June 18th -22nd 9:00-10:30am.  For youth ages 6 years and older.  This camp is a 

great opportunity to get your youth off the couch during the summer and have them learn something fun 
and new.  Each day they will work on a new project: Porcelain figurines, wood, painting, and general 
hand crafts.  Veteran’s Memorial Park.  All crafts and supplies will be included in the registration fee of 
$25.  $5 late fee after June 13th.  Space is limited so sign up early 

 

   SALEM PEE WEE TENNIS 

This program is to introduce and teach the skills of tennis to youth Kindergarten - 6th grade.  Skill development will be the main 
focus while rules and game format are taught.  Two age based classes will be offered; K - 3rd and 4th - 6th.  Equipment (balls & 
youth racquets) for this program will be provided by Salem Parks & Recreation.  This program will meet on the Salem Hills 
High School Tennis Courts for ten 1 hour classes.  Registration fee $40 (shirt included), space is limited.  Session I Early 
registration deadline is May 18th, Session II Early Registration deadline is June 11th.  $5 late fee will be added.  $5 non-resident fee. 

K to 3rd grade = 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
4th to 6th grade = 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

 Session 1 – June 4th - 15th (weekdays) 
Session 2 – July 9th - 20th (weekdays) 
Fall Session – August 27th to Sept. 11th 
  

Tennis Court Lights:  You may now play tennis into the late hours of the spring and summer.  The light system works well, making 
it so that Salem residents can enjoy evening tennis.  Lights will be available for users form April 1st to Mid October.  The system 
is set on a timer to allow the Recreation department to control when lights will be available.  The usage window has been set for 
dusk to 10:30 p.m.  Users may go to the courts in this window and push the court lights button to turn their desired courts lights 
on.  Once the button has been pushed (located at the west entrance) the light will work for 1 hour.  After 55 minute of usage a 
strobe light will begin to flash.  The court user will then have 5 minutes to hit the button again or the lights will go out.  If the 

button is hit again the lights will run for another hour.  So get out and play, we suggest you make it a family activity. 

 

Girls Softball Camp – June 4th-7th, 1:00 p to 2:30 p. for Girls 3rd-9th grade.  This 4 day camp will be instructed by 
Coaching Staff from Salem Hills High School.  Focus will be pitching, hitting and fielding.  This camp will be held 

at Loafer View Recreation Complex.  Registration fee is $25 (shirt included).  $5 late fee after June 1st.  

Boys Baseball Camp – June 4th-7th, for Boys 3rd-9th grade.  This 4 day camp will be instructed by Coach 
Scott Haney and his staff.  Focus will be pitching, hitting and fielding.  This camp will be held at Veteran’s 
Memorial Park.       Registration fee is $25 (shirt included).  $5 late fee after June 1st.  Two age groups 
2nd to 4th graders 10:30 to Noon.  5th to 8th 9:00a to 10:30a. 

Sports Skills Camp – Boys and girls 6 - 12 years of age.  This camp will teach running, jumping, 
coordination and competitive focus in a fun and interactive environment.  Each day will have skill 
training, form adjustment and skills competition.  The camp will be run by Salem Recreation Staff.  
Campers will receive a daily beverage and snack.  This camp will be held June 11th-15th10:00-11:00am at 
Veteran’s Memorial Park.  Registration fee is $25.  $5 late fee after June 8th. 

Watch for information about youth tackle football in next month’s newsletter 

or call the Recreation Office at 801-423-1035 
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SALEM CODE FOR SECONDARY WATER USAGE:  

 

11-2B-070. Waste Prohibited. 

 

A. No water user may waste water or to allow it to be wasted by imperfect stops, taps, 

valves, leaky joints or pipes, or to allow tanks or watering troughs to leak or 

overflow, or to wastefully run water from hydrants, taps, hoses, stops, or other 

apparatus, or to use the water for purposes other than those which he or she has paid, 

or to use the water in violation of the rules and regulations for controlling the 

pressurized irrigation water supply.  The pressurized irrigation water system may not 

be used to water lawns, shrubs, or other landscaping between the hours of 10:00 a.m. 

and 6:00 p.m., except for new lawns, short cycles for testing, inspection, or 

maintenance, and except for those large government or commercial users authorized 

by the City Engineer in order to more efficiently use the system and/or provide 

benefit to the system or the residents of the City. If, in the judgment of the City 

Engineer, or designee, any user of the city pressurized irrigation water service 

engages in practices which result in the needless waste of water, they are subject to 

the penalties of paragraph B. 

 

B. Any user violating any of the measures identified in paragraph A to help prevent 

waste shall be subject to the following civil penalties, which are in addition to any 

criminal penalties which may be applicable. 

 

1. A written notice shall be sent for the first violation.  Notice is deemed sufficient if 

left with a resident over age fourteen or with a business occupant of the premises, or 

if left on the front door of the premises. 

 

2. A second violation within the same calendar year shall subject the user to a $50.00 

penalty.  Notice of the penalty shall be provided as outlined in subsection (1) and 

added to the City Utility Bill for the premises. 

 

3. A third or subsequent violation within the same calendar year shall subject the user 

to a $250.00 penalty.  Notice of the penalty shall be provided as outlined in 

subsection (1) and added to the City Utility Bill for the premises. 

11-2B-080. Excessive Use. 

 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to use such number of outlets simultaneously or to 

use such sprinklers or combinations of sprinklers or outlets as will, in the opinion of 

the City Engineer, materially affect the pressure or supply of pressurized irrigation 

water in the municipal pressurized irrigation water in the municipal pressurized 

irrigation water system or any part thereof. 

 

B. The City Engineer shall, after determining that such improper use exists, notify the 

affected pressurized irrigation water user or the owner of the premises whereon such 

use occurs of such determination in writing, order such use discontinued and advise 

that such continued usage constitutes a violation of this part. 
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 Water Quality Report 
Salem City 

2011 
 

     We're pleased to present to you this year's Annual Drinking Water Quality Report. This report 

is designed to inform you about the quality of the water and services we deliver to you every 

day. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. 

We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water treatment 

process and protect our water resources. We are committed to ensuring the quality of your water. 

Our water sources have been determined to be from groundwater sources.  Our water sources are 

2 springs grouped together at Upper Water Canyon and 2 wells named Existing Well and Maple 

Well. 

     

     The Drinking Water Source Protection Plan for Salem City  is available for your review.  It 

contains information about source protection zones, potential contamination sources and 

management strategies to protect our drinking water.  Our sources have been determined to have 

a low level of susceptibility from potential contamination. We have also developed management 

strategies to further protect our sources from contamination.  Please contact us if you have 

questions or concerns about our source protection plan.   

 

     There are many connections to our water distribution system.  When connections are properly 

installed and maintained, the concerns are very minimal.  However, unapproved and improper 

piping changes or connections can adversely affect not only the availability, but also the quality 

of the water.  A cross connection may let polluted water or even chemicals mingle into the water 

supply system when not properly protected.  This not only compromises the water quality but 

can also affect your health.  So, what can you do?  Do not make or allow improper connections 

at your homes.  Even that unprotected garden hose lying in the puddle next to the driveway is a 

cross connection.  The unprotected lawn sprinkler system after you have fertilized or sprayed is 

also a cross connection.  When the cross connection is allowed to exist at your home, it will 

affect you and your family first.  If you’d like to learn more about helping to protect the quality 

of our water, call us for further information about ways you can help. 

 

I'm pleased to report that our drinking water meets federal and state requirements. 
    

     If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact 

Chris Averett at 801-423-2770. We want our valued customers to be informed about their water 

utility. If you want to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled meetings. They 

are held on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesday of each month at the city building at 7:00 pm. 

 

 

 

     Salem City routinely monitors for constituents in our drinking water in accordance with the 

Federal and Utah State laws. The following table shows the results of our monitoring for the 

period of January 1
st
 to December 31

st
, 2011. All drinking water, including bottled drinking 

water, may be reasonably expected to contain at least small amounts of some constituents.  It's 

important to remember that the presence of these constituents does not necessarily pose a health 

risk.  
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     In the following table you will find many terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar 

with. To help you better understand these terms we've provided the following definitions: 

Non-Detects (ND) - laboratory analysis indicates that the constituent is not present. 

ND/Low - High - For water systems that have multiple sources of water, the Utah Division of 

Drinking Water has given water systems the option of listing the test results of the constituents in 

one table, instead of multiple tables. To accomplish this, the lowest and highest values detected 

in the multiple sources are recorded in the same space in the report table.  

Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/l) - one part per million corresponds to one 

minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000. 

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter (ug/l) - one part per billion corresponds to one 

minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000.  

Parts per trillion (ppt) or Nanograms per liter (nanograms/l) - one part per trillion corresponds 

to one minute in 2,000,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000,000. 

Action Level (AL) - the concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or 

other requirements which a water system must follow. 

Treatment Technique (TT) - A treatment technique is a required process intended to reduce the 

level of a contaminant in drinking water. 

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - The “Maximum Allowed” (MCL) is the highest level of 

a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible 

using the best available treatment technology. 

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) - The “Goal”(MCLG) is the level of a 

contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  

MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in 

drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for 

control of microbial contaminants.  

Date- Because of required sampling time frames i.e. yearly, 3 years, 4 years and 6 years, 

sampling dates may seem out-dated. 

Waivers (W)- Because some chemicals are not used or stored in areas around drinking water 

sources, some water systems have been given waivers that exempt them from having to take 

certain chemical samples, these waivers are also tied to Drinking Water Source Protection Plans.   

 
 

TEST RESULTS 

Contaminant Violation 

Y/N 
Level  

Detected 

ND/Low-

High 

Unit 

Measurement 
MCLG MCL Date 

Sampled 

Likely Source of 

Contamination 

Microbiological Contaminants 

Total Coliform Bacteria                                    N ND N/A 0 Presence of 

coliform bacteria 

in 5% of monthly 

samples 

2011 Naturally present in the 

environment 

Fecal coliform and             

E.coli 

N ND N/A 0 If a routine sample 

and repeat sample 

are total coliform 

positive, and one 

is also fecal 

coliform or E. coli 

positive 

2011 Human and animal fecal 

waste 
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Inorganic Contaminants 

Barium N 64-65 ppb 2000 2000 2010 Discharge of drilling wastes; 

discharge from metal 

refineries; erosion of natural 

deposits 
Copper 

a. 90% results 

b. # of sites that 

exceed the AL  

N a.44 

 

b.0 

ppb 1300000 AL=1300000 2010 Corrosion of household 

plumbing systems; erosion of 

natural deposits 

Fluoride N 100 ppb 4000 4000 2010 Erosion of natural deposits; 

water additive which 

promotes strong teeth; 

discharge from fertilizer and 

aluminum factories 
Lead 

a. 90% results 

b. # of sites that exceed 

the AL 

N a. 1 

 

b.0 

ppb 0 AL=15000 2010 Corrosion of household 

plumbing systems, erosion of 

natural deposits 

Nitrate (as Nitrogen) N 200-700 ppb 10000 10000 2011 Runoff from fertilizer use; 

leaching from septic tanks, 

sewage; erosion of natural 

deposits 
Selenium N 3-15 ppb 50 50 2010 Discharge from petroleum 

and metal refineries; erosion 

of natural deposits; discharge 

from mines 
Sodium N 4-5 ppm None set 

by EPA 

None set by EPA 2010 Erosion of natural deposits; 

discharge from refineries and 

factories; runoff from 

landfills. 

Sulfate N 19-21 ppm 1000* 1000* 2010 Erosion of natural deposits; 

discharge from refineries and 

factories; runoff from 

landfills, runoff from 

cropland 

TDS (Total Dissolved 

solids) 

N 220-244 ppm 2000** 2000** 2010 Erosion of natural deposits 

Disinfection By-products 

TTHM                                       

[Total trihalomethanes] 

N 1 ppb 0 80 2011 By-product of drinking water 

disinfection 

Radioactive Contaminants 

Alpha emitters     N ND-8 pCi/1 0 15 2011 Erosion of natural deposits 

Radium 226  N ND-1 pCi/1 0 5 2011 Erosion of natural deposits 

Radium 228 N ND-0 pCi/1 0 5 2011 Erosion of natural deposits 
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     If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant 

women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components 

associated with service lines and home plumbing. Salem City is responsible for providing high 

quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. 

When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead 

exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or 

cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. 

Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize 

exposure is available from the safe Drinking Water Hotline or at 

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

 

     As you can see by the table, our system had no violations. We’re proud that your drinking 

water meets or exceeds all Federal and State requirements. We have learned through our 

monitoring and testing that some constituents have been detected. The EPA has determined that 

your water IS SAFE at these levels.  

 
     All sources of drinking water are subject to potential contamination by constituents that are 

naturally occurring or man made.  Those constituents can be microbes, organic or inorganic 

chemicals, or radioactive materials.  All drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably 

be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of 

contaminants does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. More information 

about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental 

Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 
 

     MCLs are set at very stringent levels. To understand the possible health effects described for 

many regulated constituents, a person would have to drink 2 liters of water every day at the MCL 

level for a lifetime to have a one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect. 

 

Nitrates: As a precaution we always notify physicians and health care providers in this area if 

there is ever a higher than normal level of nitrates in the water supply.  

Lead:  Lead in drinking water is rarely the sole cause of lead poisoning, but it can add to a 

person's total lead exposure. All potential sources of lead in the household should be identified 

and removed, replaced or reduced. 

 

     Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general 

population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing 

chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other 

immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. 

These people should seek advice from their health care providers about drinking water. 

EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium 

and other microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline 

(800-426-4791).   

 

     We at Salem City works around the clock to provide top quality water to every tap.  We ask 

that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which are the heart of our community, 

our way of life and our children’s future.  


