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Ulysses General Purpose Sales Tax   

• Ulysses voters will decide on July 12, 2011 whether to approve a one-cent increase 
in the Ulysses sales tax.  

• The new revenue raised by the tax would pay for general services like 
administration, street improvements, park improvements, public safety, and will 
allow us to maintain our reserves at an adequate level.  The general purpose sales 
tax will sunset in 10 years unless voters renew it.  

What Does a "YES" vote mean?  

Voting yes means there will be a new source of money to allow the City to continue to adequately 
provide core services to our residents.  It will allow us to avoid further budget reductions which 
would impact our ability to deliver services and to maintain adequate reserves.  

What Does a "NO" vote mean?   

Voting no means there won't be a new source of money to help ease the severe, on-going budget 
shortfalls confronting the community. Budgets will be cut deeper, and our ability to protect our 
reserves will be in jeopardy.  The City of Ulysses will be forced to consider increasing the 
property tax rate.  

Why is the City of Ulysses experiencing such severe budget shortfalls?   

The economic recession is taking a toll on the revenues which pay for our services.  The cost of 
providing services continues to increase while the revenues which support our City are flat (sales 
tax) or declining (natural gas).   

What has the City of Ulysses already done to cut costs?  

For the past three years the City of Ulysses has tried to endure the poor economy without 
reducing any services or increasing taxes.  In 2008 we froze spending for capital outlay items 
including all vehicle purchases, preserving several hundreds of thousand dollars in the General 
Fund.  In 2009 and again in 2011 we froze equipment and vehicle purchases and in 2011 we 
froze several vacant positions.   

Did the City of Ulysses raise property taxes in 2010 and 2011?  

No. The City decided to not solve the budget crisis by raising property taxes. Instead the City has 
made every effort to maintain the current level of service by tightening spending and using 
reserves where needed.    

How much new revenue is the one-cent sales tax expected to raise?  

It's estimated to raise $980,000 annually. 



What is the current Ulysses sales tax and what will a one-cent increase cost me?  

The current sales tax in Ulysses is 7.3%.  Approval of this one-cent sales tax increase will make 
the sales tax rate 8.3%. That means you and anyone who shops in Ulysses will pay 8.3 cents for 
each $1 spent.  

How much will this proposal increase a $100 purchase?  

If the sales tax proposal passes, the sales tax on a $100 purchase will increase $1.  

What is the sales tax rate of some other cities in the area?                                  

Garden City is 8.45%; Liberal is 8.55%, Hugoton is 7.8%. 
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