
              ELK RIDGE 1 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 2 

                 August 12. 2014 3 
 4 

TIME & PLACE  This regularly scheduled Meeting of the Elk Ridge City Council, was scheduled for  5 
OF MEETING  Tuesday, August 12, 2104, at 7:00 PM; this meeting was preceded by a Public  6 
   Hearing at 6:00 PM. 7 
 The meetings were held at the Elk Ridge City Hall, 80 East Park Drive, Elk Ridge, Utah. 8 
 9 
 Notice of the time, place and Agenda of these Meetings, were provided to the Payson 10 

Chronicle, 145 E Utah Ave, Payson, UT, and to the members of the Governing Body, on 11 
August 8, 2014. 12 

 13 
6:00 PM Public Hearing 14 
 15 
ROLL   Mayor: Hal Shelley; City Council: Dale Bigler, Ed Christensen, Nelson Abbott, Paul  16 
   Squires and Brian Burke; Payroll Clerk: Royce Swensen; Public Works Director: Cody  17 
   Black; Deputy Sheriff: Cheri Rhoades; Public: Ray Brown, Jim Hiatt, Scott Stubbs,  18 
   Kathleen Pierce, Tom Pierce, Val Brinkerhoff, Deborah Squire, Jamie Towse, Erin  19 
   Clawson, Tammy Rich, Trina Brinkerhoff, Gerry Whiting, Jim Chase, John Nebeker,  20 
   Tonya Bernard, Chris Bernard, Joann Bigler, Pam Lindsey, Kelly Rasmussen, Debbie  21 
   Currie, Melissa Prins, Chad Prins, Matt Simonsen, Steve Youngberg,    22 
                              Robin Clawson, Roy Gerber, and the City Deputy Recorder: Mary Preece.  23 
 24 
PUBLIC HEARING  Mayor Hal Shelley conducted the Public Hearing 25 
   Mr. Shelley welcomed those from the public to the meeting and assured them the Council  26 
   wanted to move forward to represent the residents of the city. 27 
   He gave a brief update of Jan Davis’ condition and how she wanted to be at the meeting. 28 
   The Mayor announced the appointment of Royce Swensen as a Deputy Recorder. 29 
    30 
   Mr. Shelley proceeded to express the concerns among the Council of the yearly decline 31 
   of funds the City was facing. Each year the City loses ground on the amount of money 32 
    it takes to continue to provide the service the citizens are accustom to. The last increase  33 
   in City tax base was in 2008, which was a State mandated adjustment. Since 2008  34 
   inflation as increased at about two and a half percent each year, and Property Taxes have 35 
   basically stayed the same. However, the County has made an increase for Schools  36 
   periodically.  37 
   He has counseled often with Jan Davis, the City Recorder and Curtis Roberts, (Financial  38 
   Director) concerning the budget and options to correct this problem.  Mr. Roberts helped  39 
   us understand the City was living on savings. Fortunately the City has been able to put  40 
   funds into a Capital Facilities account which the City has been drawing on the last 4 years  41 
   to assist balancing the budget. The Fire Station remodel cost the City a tremendous  42 
   amount. This project was necessary to assist in responding to emergency much quicker  43 
   and to provide an ambulance for the City. Last Month the Fire Department went through a  44 
   State and Federal mandated valuation, and in order to continue to certify the City has to  45 
   have a second fire engine. This requirement can be met with an agreement with Payson  46 
   or Salem. The new public works building was far more costly than anticipated. The Capital 47 
   Facilities fund has diminished from $1.5 million to $480,000. 48 
   The City received $260,209 in property tax revenue last year. Without the suggested  49 
   increase this year’s tax revenue should be $317,840, an increase of $57,631. With the  50 
   suggested increased taxes the total income would be increased to 23%. At this point    51 
                citizens from the audience and members of the Council began giving their opinion of the  52 
   percentage the taxes would increase. It was not possible to determine at that time what  53 
   the correct figure was. 54 
   The Mayor explained his understanding of the tax increase; however, some    55 
                statements made were inaccurate. 56 
   The Mayor stated the increase in the taxes would generate an additional $186,000. 57 
   Curtis Roberts (Financial Director) met with Jan Davis (Recorder) and the Mayor during   58 
   the past week to explain the need for the increase. For the past 4 years the City is  59 
   treading  down. Inflation and need for services has increased while the amount of revenue  60 
   has basically stayed the same. The ideal situation is to have funds enough to become  61 
   stable. He explained that a great deal of the money for facilities was marked money for  62 
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   facility projects and leaves little to subsidize the general fund. If too much money is held in 1 
   the Capital Facilities, the state will require it to be reduced or show where the money is  2 
   going to be spent. He stated too much money had been spent on the Public Works  3 
   Building and the Fire Station. 4 
   The Mayor opened up the meeting to the public for their comments and questions. 5 
   Sean Nelson expressed his concerns as to where the money would be spent. He would  6 
   rather be billed for the services on his utility bill than increase the taxes. 7 
   Ray Brown stated he was receiving an eighty percent increase. He felt too much money  8 
   was spent on bonus and increase in wages for the employees. He felt you cannot tax  9 
   yourself into prosperity. 10 
   David Brough had two issues to address the council over. 1) The Increase to City income  11 
   due to growth had not been considered. 2) It would be better to have a gradual increase  12 
   instead of trying to accomplish it in one year. 13 
   Jamie Towse expressed the following items: 1) There was no notice given of this meeting  14 
   2) before increases there should be solid proof good judgment would be used. 3) The  15 
   individual over public works is not keeping on top of the issues the City faces. 4) Was  16 
   there accountability for the pay increases? 5) Was there any money taken in from the  17 
   gravel pit, and why was it not leaved?  6) What is the City doing to attract business to the  18 
   City? 7) Why did the fire station take so much money from the City funds when she  19 
   understood Seth Waite had saved the money for the renovation? 8) It was evident to her  20 
   that the Council does not listen to the people as they did not want a tax raise, yet the  21 
   Council passed a tax raise.        22 
    Ann Brough felt the same as Jamie Towse about the fire station. It was her understanding   23 
   The fire department had saved all the money for the renovation. 24 

Gerry Whiting stated he was to the Council meeting two weeks ago. He remembered                  25 
there was going to be a meeting for the residents to discuss a tax increase. He                         26 
remembered a unanimous vote by the Council to have a tax increase. Councilmen Abbott 27 
corrected the fact that the vote was for a Public Hearing to consider a tax increase. Mr. 28 
Whiting understood the decision had to be to the State today. 29 

   Mayor Shelley explained the proposed certified tax increase had to be to the state earlier  30 
   in the year to meet State Statues, but the final decision will be made and voted on at the  31 
   end of the meeting. 32 
   Scott Stubbs felt the citizens would like to know where the funds were going for peace of  33 
   mind. 34 
   Erin Clawson had read the minutes this year and it seemed the budgeting was left to Jan  35 
   Davis’ digression with very little if any input from each Council Member. She wanted to  36 
   know what each department’s plans were to reduce spending and use in house work for  37 
   more projects. 38 
   Jim Hiatt thought more maintenance should be done in house. He would like to see the  39 
   needed increase spread over 4-5 years instead of one year. 40 
0:40:00   Tom Pierce stated his neighbors did not want to come to the meeting because the  41 
   Council had already made up their minds that they were going to raise taxes. He would    42 
                like to keep the City little government not big government. 43 
   Chris Bernard was excited for future growth in the City, although he wanted it kept under  44 
   control. He inquired as to what sources of income the City has to work with besides taxes. 45 
   Dennis Jacobsen wanted to see the gravel pit turned into a positive money increase for  46 
   the City. 47 
    Kelley Rasmussen Wanted to know if there was a list of the professionals that live here to 48 
   consult or have them contribute. 49 
     **The meeting erupted into comments coming from unidentified citizens, going back and  50 
   forth and the following are some the concerns mentioned: the incorrect    51 
   way the land for the New Civic Center was proposed. Others felt it was a disaster,  52 
   unsightly and out of reason. Opinions were given about citizens volunteering to help with  53 
   the needs of the City. The reason some have moved to Elk Ridge was because it was     54 
                              small and they want to keep it that way. 55 
   Dale Bigler informed those present of information he had received from an individual with  56 
   experience in the field of rock quarries. He stated that a possible 90-100 thousand tons of  57 
   product could be brought out of the gravel pit area. However, getting contractors to come  58 
   all the way to Elk Ridge to purchase it was difficult when they can drive half as far to get  59 
   what they need other places. Even if it were possible to draw the business it would be a  60 
   four to five year process. 61 
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   Tammy Rich inquired if the City had recently purchased new equipment like back hoes or  1 
   tractors. 2 
   The Mayor explained the City had leased a back hoe. The repair cost on the old back hoe  3 
   would have been a significant amount of money. An alternative was to lease one for  4 
   $3,600 a year and each year they replace the backhoe with a new one. 5 
   The Mayor asked the Council to express their feelings concerning the increased tax rate. 6 
0:56:54   Dale Bigler expressed he had some of the same concerns being expressed, and stated  7 
   the good work he had done throughout the City on his own with his own equipment. He  8 
   felt that too much money was spent on the public works building but the City did not have   9 
                to bond for it which he felt was positive. The fire station would pay for itself if one fire on  10 
                the hill started. It would cost several hundred thousands to bring in tankers and other  11 
   equipment to protect the City.  12 
   Nelson Abbott explained he had contacted the County and the revenue without the tax  13 
   raise is projected for this year to be a 20% increase. The truth and taxation hearing had to  14 
   be determined in May before any of the County’s figures were available. Even though this 15 
taxes only   increased by $5 a month, he did not want to spend the citizens money unless he knows  16 
   where it is going. 17 
   Ed Christensen stated his knowledge in the beginning was the cost of the Public Works  18 
   building was what Corbett presented at $90K. Then it ended up at over half a million. The  19 
   Fire Department was projected to cost $150k and the final cost was over $600k. Bringing  20 
   economic development into the city is difficult with little commercial property. When  21 
   enough information is collected from experiences of other cities, avoiding their learned  22 
   mistakes, a citizen’s committee will be formed to decide the best form of commercial  23 
   businesses for Elk Ridge City.     24 
   Brian Burke made clear he had mixed feelings. Realizing cost of living is going up and the  25 
   cost of running a city as it grows there is a need for an increase. He suggested there were 26 
   two different ways to do this, either all at once as proposed or to increase it in smaller  27 
   increments over each coming year. We have to remember whose money we are   28 
   spending. He felt it would be better to do it slowly over the next few years. 29 
   Paul Squires explained he was involved with the water resources for the City. He   30 
   expressed his hope of getting irrigation water brought into the city, and the two million  31 
   dollar grant to complete the work on the dug way to keep the mountain from moving  32 
   down. There is a need to spend money more wisely. He felt he was not told what the  33 
   previous meeting was about.   34 
   Erin Clawson wanted to know what the City was going to do to save money and be  35 
   responsible for the money. This action would hurt the people of this city. Can this be  36 
   smaller and more workable for the citizens of the city? The minutes from the budget this  37 
   year was disgraceful from lack of comments. 38 
   Ed Christensen asked those present to have a little faith in the Council. No decision had  39 
   been made yet about the increase. This meeting was conducted to get input before the  40 
   vote that will take place tonight. 41 
 42 
      43 
   Mayor Hal Shelley closed the Public Work at 7:25 PM. 44 
 45 
    46 
           ELK RIDGE 47 

  CITY COUNCIL MEETING 48 
                 August 12, 2014 49 

1:26:00 50 
TIME & PLACE  This regularly scheduled Meeting of the Elk Ridge City Council, was scheduled for  51 
OF MEETING  Tuesday, August 12, 2014, at 7:00 PM; this meeting was preceded by a Public Hearing 52 
    at 6:00 PM.   53 
  54 
 The later meetings were held at the Elk Ridge City Hall, 80 East Park Drive, Elk Ridge, Utah. 55 
 56 
 Notice of the time, place and Agenda of these Meetings, were provided to the Payson 57 

Chronicle, 145 E Utah Ave, Payson, UT, and to the members of the Governing Body, on 58 
August 8, 2014. 59 

                     60 
ROLL   Mayor: Hal Shelley; City Council: Dale Bigler, Ed Christensen, Nelson Abbott, Paul  61 
   Squires and Brian Burke; Payroll Clerk: Royce Swensen; Public Works Director: Cody  62 
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   Black; Deputy Sheriff: Cheri Rhoades; Public: Ray Brown, Jim Hiatt, Scott Stubbs,  1 
   Kathleen Pierce, Tom Pierce, Val Brinkerhoff, Deborah Squire, Jamie Towse, Erin  2 
   Clawson, Tammy Rich, Trina Brinkerhoff, Gerry Whiting, Jim Chase, John Nebeker,  3 
   Tonya Bernard, Chris Bernard, Joann Bigler, Pam Lindsey, Kelly Rasmussen, Debbie  4 
   Currie, Melissa Prins, Chad Prins, Matt Simonsen, Steve Youngberg,    5 
                              Robin Clawson, Roy Gerber, and the City Deputy Recorder: Mary Preece. 6 
  7 
     8 
OPENING REMARKS  An invocation was offered by Brian Burke and Dale Bigler led those present in the  9 
AND PLEDGE OF  Pledge of Allegiance, for those who wished to participate. 10 
ALLEGIANCE  11 

 12 
AGENDA TIME DALE BIGLER MOVED, SECONDED ED CHRISTENSEN, TO APPROVE THE 13 
FRAME AGENDA TIME FRAME, ADJUSTING THE START TIME TO 7:28 PM. 14 
                              VOTE:   AYE (5)  NAY (0) 15 
 16 
OPEN FORUM  Jamie Towse wanted to know if the Council was going to address any of her concerns she 17 
   brought forth in the Public Hearing.   18 
   Erin Clawson questioned the seven year-old pump that went down at the Cloward well    19 
                and if there was a regular maintenance performed on the water pumps.   20 
   Mayor Shelley explained they were indeed being checked and rechecked weekly. Royce  21 
   Swensen has made contact with the City’s insurance Company and it appears at this  22 
   point that there will be coverage of the loss of the seven year-old motor. 23 
   An unidentified citizen expressed her desire that the minutes be on the last page of the  24 
   newsletter. Another comment by an unidentified citizen expressed appreciation for the  25 
   minutes being available in an email format. A suggestion was made to have the minutes  26 
   set up on a program so that the minutes could be searched by subject. One citizen was  27 
   concerned about the lack of OSHA guidelines being observed in the city, she wanted to  28 
   see more investigations. Other present who were familiar with dealing with OSHA  29 
                disagreed with the idea of having anything to do with their intervention in the city. 30 
   Robin Clawson wanted to know why the city is outsourcing so much of the projects  31 
   throughout the city. He questioned the efforts of Rex Davis and Cody Black. 32 
   Mayor Shelley agreed that there was too much work being outsourced and it was been  33 
   discussed with the Council and Public Works Director. The City will be doing a lot more in  34 
   house. Steps have been taken to increase accountability. 35 
   Comment was made to involve the citizens more and get the word out to offer their skills  36 
   where needed. 37 
    38 
   Mayor Hal Shelley turned to the item of taking action on the proposed tax rate increase. 39 
   His opinion was that the citizens had brought forth a lot of good comments and ideas and  40 
   asked a  lot of important questions. He suggested the Council not approve the tax rate. He 41 
   wanted to have an open dialogue, make sure the Citizens knew what the Council was  42 
   doing in each circumstance. He would put off the tax increase another year until more  43 
   input was gathered. 44 
1:41.00    45 
   NELSON ABBOTT MOVED, SECOND DALE BIGLER, THERE WILL BE NO TAX    46 
                              INCREASE. 47 
   VOTE:  AYE (5)   NAY (0) 48 
 49 
   BRIAN BURKE MOVED, SECOND PAUL SQUIRES, TO REVISIT THIS TAX INCREASE 50 
   NEXT YEAR PREPARED WITH A LINE ITEM PRESENTATION INDICATING HOW THE 51 
   MONEY WILL BE SPENT, AND WHY THE CITY NEEDS THE INCREASE. 52 
   VOTE:  AYE (5)   NAY (0)     53 
    54 
HARRISON HEIGHTS  55 
PRELIMINARY PLAT  Shay Stark presented the approval for Harrison Heights Preliminary Plat. The staff has 56 
APPROVAL  reviewed this and it has gone through a technical committee, then brought to the planning  57 
   commission. There were two exceptions proposed by the planning commission.  58 
    1) Aligning the intersection on Star Lane. Approval was given for an exception for 59 
    five of the lots to have a shorter (2-4 feet) frontage needed for the intersection. 60 
    2) There was an additional five lots requesting an exception to allow the frontage  61 
    to be cut down15 – 19 feet on each lot. The Planning Commission felt the need  62 
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   to keep those lots at a 120 ft frontage and turned down that proposal.   1 
                This will allow the City to make it possible to extend the streets in ERMII and Doe Hill  2 
   making the necessary connections for an easy flow of traffic in and out of this area. 3 
   Dean Ingram expressed that although there will be 14 phases, one phase will be built at a  4 
   time. The first phase will be 1/2 acre lots, and the next phase will be 1/3 acre lots.  5 
   Mr. Stark has talked to Scott Peterson , the engineer for Dean Ingram, to be sure he has  6 
   talked to the County concerning the Elk Ridge Hansen Annexation; making sure it does  7 
   not cause any problem with the road the County is proposing in that area. 8 
   The new school will face Cotton Tail Way. There is only three homes at the end of Cotton  9 
   Tail, and no other homes will be constructed along this road. This road will be dedicated  10 
   to the front of the school and be able to stream the traffic in a circle.  11 
    12 
   ED CHRISTENSEN MOVED, SECOND DALE BIGLER, TO ACCEPT THE HARRISON  13 
   PRELIMINARY HEIGHTS PLAT APPROVAL AS PRESENTED.  14 
2:03:25   VOTE:  AYE (5)   NAY (0) 15 
NEIGHBORHOOD  16 
WATCH    Roy Gerber, Committee Chair, reported there were representatives for all seven areas. 17 
   Although he has worked with the LDS Church it is not restricted to them. All that is lacking  18 
   to move forward is a document on City letterhead that explains what the program is. They  19 
   also need a Neighborhood Watch magnet for the refrigerator of each homes that gives the 20 
   contact information of the Sheriff. Training is essential for this program to be successful.  21 
   The Mayor suggested the placement of signs throughout the City. He asked Mr. Gerber to  22 
   find out the cost of the magnets to see if the cost could be worked into the budget. 23 
   Nelson Abbott asked Mr. Gerber to provide him with an information card so information  24 
   could be placed on the City’s Facebook page. 25 
DEPARTMENT  26 
REPORTS        A. Administrative & Planning Commission – Mayor Shelley    27 
   Mayor Shelley reminded the Council of the need for a field trip to see the area proposed of 28 
   the boundary line change with Woodland hills. He was hoping to have a representative  29 
   from Woodland Hills to join the Council for the field trip to point out the area of concern.  30 
   The Mayor scheduled the field trip for September 2nd at 6:30 p.m. 31 
    1. Council and Staff Training – September 10, 2014 32 
    Mayor Shelley requested the Council to attend a training meeting on September  33 
    10, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. This met the approval of the council. 34 
        B. Roads & Storm Drain –Brian Burke 35 
   Mr. Burke stressed that the shortage in the budget would not allow the planned road work  36 
   to be completed this year. He felt the problems on Columbus required curb and gutter  37 
   to be installed on Hudson this year. 38 
        C. Parks, Trails & Recreation & Code Enforcement – Dale Bigler 39 
   Mr. Bigler reported a concentration was being made on the section between the houses in 40 
   Elk Ridge Meadows II to begin the work for the park. The area can be prepared to seed or 41 
   sod within the next month. 42 
   The trail proposed and funded will complete an inter-city route which would go from  43 
   the city, East to Canyon View Drive, South to Alpine, West to the cul-de-sac by Paxton’s    44 
                and North to the park. There will be a considerable amount of money saved on that trail by   45 
   in house labor. 46 
   There is a proposed trail going from the City Park to the corner of Elk Ridge Drive. This  47 
   would be a tree line drive with an eight foot strip. A bid of $17,500 has been received to    48 
                 put in 16 trees, 60 feet apart, including rocks and a drip system. With the help of the  49 
                              citizens it could be done for $10,000. 50 
   Mr. Bigler informed the Council that many areas in the city had been addressed by letter  51 
   to clean up areas and mow weeds. The purchase of a tractor with a mower would allow all 52 
2:34:49   of the City property to be mowed. Boyd Erickson, Code Enforcer, has done a lot of good  53 
   work. 54 
        D. Water & Public Safety – Paul Squires 55 
   Mr. Squires stated the SWUMWA meeting will be held this Thursday. 56 
   He is working on the FEMA grant, which has been corrected from $250,000 to   57 
   $2,000,000. He felt there was a reasonable chance to have it granted to the City. 58 
   He brought to the attention of the Council that in a field at the end of Bella Vista, there is a  59 
   large amount of furniture has been dumped. He also mentioned that there is a tunnel in     60 
                              that area and the City should fill it in. 61 
        E. Sewer, Sanitation & SESD – Nelson Abbott 62 
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    1.) SESD Service Request 1 
    Mr. Abbott is approaching Eagle Mountain to represent SESD with a bid to  2 
    purchase their power provided for the city. He presented a letter for each of the  3 
    Council Members to sign supporting SESD. There is possibility for SESD to give  4 
    a lower rate on Elk Ridge City’s pumping stations. 5 
        2.) Recycle Rate Increase – No solid information was presented. 6 
            F. Economic Development & Public Works – Ed Christensen 7 
    1.) Economic Development 8 
         Mr. Christensen suggested a request for volunteers for a committee be placed in  9 
         the newsletter and website.  Property for commercial business is limited in the  10 
    City. 11 
        It would be beneficial if the piece of land on 11200 could be annexed in to the  12 
    City and re-zone it for Commercial. He has spoken to Chris Salisbury and Dean  13 
    Ingram to give us some input on how to accomplish bringing businesses to the  14 
                               area. 15 
    2.) Public Works 16 
    Mr. Christensen explained the attempt being made to have more accountability in 17 
    the Public Works Department. Time clocks have been installed and more  18 
    surveillance of City vehicles will begin. Dale Bigler mentioned the use of  19 
    work orders that are not in place. 20 
   Shay Stark brought attention of the need to correct the June 24th minutes as the motion  21 
   passed was to approve the application; there needs to be an approval to adopt the  22 
   ordinance. 23 
 24 
   ED CHRISTENSEN, MOVED, SECOND BRIAN BURKE, TO ADOPT THE ELK RIDGE  25 
   HANSEN ANNEXATION ORDINANCE. 26 
   VOTE:  AYE (5)   NAY (0) 27 
 28 
      29 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING   The Council did not receive the minutes to review, therefore no action was taken. 30 
MINUTES    A request made by Nelson Abbott was to have the minutes given to the City Council and   31 
                  take a poll vote and get them out to the City.         32 
     Mayor Shelley instructed each council member to come to the City office and pick up the  33 
      minutes so the poll vote could be taken.   34 
 35 
ADJOURNMENT  The Mayor adjourned the City Council Meeting At 8:58 PM.  36 

 37 
              38 

     City Deputy Recorder 39 
 40 

 41 
  42 
    43 
    44 
 45 
 46 
 47 
 48 
    49 

 50 


