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Happy New Year  
from the Soft Scrap Family!! 

 

 SHOW SCHEDULE 
 

January 14 – January 
17  

BOOTH 726/728 
AQS QuiltWeek® - 

Albuquerque 
Albuquerque Convention 

Center 
401 2nd St NW, 
Albuquerque NM 

 
January 23- January 25  
Tucson Quilters Guild, Inc. 
37th Annual Quilt Show, 

Tucson Quilt Fiesta! 
Tucson Convention Center, 

Exhibit Hall B & C 
Tucson AZ 

 
January 29 - 31 
BOOTH 110/111 

Quilt, Craft and Sewing 
Expo 

Arizona State Fairgrounds 
1826 West McDowell Road 

Phoenix AZ 85007 
 

February 13 – 14 
Wichita Mountains Quilt 

Guild 
Lawton, Oklahoma 

 
February 26 – March 1 
Mid Atlantic Quilt Festival 

XXV 
Hampton Roads 
Convention Ctr 

1610 Coliseum Drive 
Hampton VA 

 
March 13 – March 14 
Charlotte Quilters' Guilde 

Metrolina Tradeshow Expo  
7100 Statesville Road  

Charlotte, NC 
 
 

January Special 
Didn’t get EQ 7 for Christmas? January is the time to give yourself that special 
present at 10% off.  EQ 7 is the top quilt design software in the industry! For 
beginners and advanced users. Make designing fun with EQ7!  Design your own 
quilts and block patterns. Audition your own personal fabric stash, embroidery 
designs and quilting designs on your quilt before you make it. Print patterns for 
foundation piecing, templates and rotary cutting charts. We do the math for you! Print 
your fabric yardage too! 

 
For January you can get 
either the PC or the MAC 
version of EQ7 for $170.96 
(10% off list price). 

 
 

 

Happy New Year!  We hope that 
everyone’s new year’s resolution 
includes more quilting and crafting 
with Soft Scrap!.  We would also like 
to let you know that Soft Scrap is truly 
a family affair.  Our youngest 
daughter Kelley runs our social media 
campaign, our middle daughter 
Stacey is our PR Consultant, and our 
oldest daughter Kris designs our 
newsletter.   

Over the Christmas break Mike used 
the talents of our Grandson Liam to 
record the on-camera segment of our 
upcoming DVD – EQ7 for Labels and 
beyond.  Liam is 16 but is already an 
accomplished online movie critic and 
has taken a number of film production 
classes.  It was a lot of fun for both of 
them. 

 

Kris has also added a new blog to our 
website entitled “Confessions of an 
Improvisational Seamstress which will 
hopefully provide you with a good 
laugh!  Check out the introduction here 
and catch a new blog posting every 
Wednesday. 

 

 

http://www.softscrap.com/blog/category/confessions-improvisational-seamstress/
http://www.softscrap.com/shop/category/software/


 

Mike’s Photography Tips 
Using EQ 7 for photos 

 

 

 

 

SoftScrap and More . . .  January 2015 Page 2 

One of the great features of EQ7 is the Image Worktable.  Using this Worktable, you can easily design photo quilts and 
special photo labels using your own special photos.  In fact anything you can scan or download from the computer can be 
used as an image.  With the Image Worktable, you can crop, size and enhance any photo that’s on your computer.  Plus 
with the Print Photo Layout, menu you can position your pictures on a sheet of inkjet printable fabric to make the best use 
of each sheet. 

Here are some hints to get the most out of the Image Worktable. 

1. You have to set up your printer BEFORE you open EQ7.  You can’t change the printer defaults within EQ7.  I 
recommend using “Best Quality Photo – Plain Paper” as the setting for printing on EQ Printables.  The actual 
name of the setting will vary depending on your printer and your operating system, but you want to choose the 
highest quality of printing -- using plain paper.  Don’t use the photo paper settings because that setting tends to 
put too much ink on the fabric.  Again, be sure to set these defaults BEFORE you open EQ7. 

2. When I print photos on EQ Printables, I like to use 300 DPI (dots per inch) as the resolution for my photos, 
however photos at 300 dpi are large files, and if you are using a lot of them in your design, the size of the photo 
files will slow down the program.   To give me the greatest design 
 freedom I will design with the photos at about 96 dpi.  This resolution 
 looks fine on your computer screen and doesn’t slow EQ down.   
Simply import the image into the Image Worktable, go to IMAGE > RESIZE  
and change the resolution to 96 DPI, then put it in your sketch book. 

3. When I design with photos, I don’t worry too much about the sizing or  
cropping DURING the design process.  Frankly I want to keep my options  
open.  As I design, I am able to get a good idea of how I want to size and  
crop the finished picture. 

4. Once the design is established then I work on the final pictures.  Cropping brings out the best elements in your 
photo, highlighting the focal point of a picture and eliminating un-needed elements.  Sizing makes the picture fit 
into your quilt design.  For this process I again import the picture, then crop it and size it making sure the 
resolution is set at 300 dpi. 

5. Use the PRINT > PHOTO LAYOUT menu to get ready to print your photos.  This menu gives you a graphic display 
of an 8½” x 11” sheet of inkjet printable fabric.  You can then position your picture to make the best use of the 
sheet.  If you are using a raw edge applique technique, you can position the pictures right next to each other.  If 
you are piecing, leave a ¼” seam allowance around each picture. 

Photos add a very personal touch to your quilts and the EQ Image Worktable makes working with photos easy.  Take that 
extra step and experiment with the other image tools and special effects. 

 

 The Raw Edge . . .  
Only a Quilter would put hundreds of dollars’ worth of fabric in her 
stash because she might find a use for it sometime, but wouldn’t 
replace a 50 cent needle on her sewing machine. 
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