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FRANCIS CITY Planning Commission Meeting 

Wednesday February 27, 2013 

Recreational Building 2319 South Spring Hollow Road Francis, UT 

 

The Francis City Planning Commission convened in regular session Wednesday, February 
27, 2013.  In the Francis City Recreation Building. 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Chair:                     Julie Keyes       
Commissioner:    Mickey Grames 
Commissioner:    John Barclay 
Commissioner:    Dorothy Sullivan 
 
City Planner:        Alison Weyher 
Secretary:             Susan Moses 
 
ABSENT: 
 
Commissioner:    Bryan Betournay 
Commissioner:    Byron Ames 
 
OPENING 
 
Chair Julie Keyes called the meeting to order at 7:25 pm.  
 
Election of New Officers 

Dorothy Sullivan motioned to nominate Julie Keyes for Chair. Mickey Grames seconded the 

motion.  Motioned passed unanimously. 

Mickey Grames motioned to nominate Byron Ames for Co-Chair. Dorothy Sullivan seconded the 

motion. Motioned passed unanimously. 

Discuss and Possibly set Schedule for 2013 Meetings 

Mickey Grames motioned to approve the Schedule for the Planning Commission Meetings. 

Dorothy Sullivan seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
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Training on Open and Public Meeting Act 

Alison Weyher stated that the Planning Commission is required to do this every year. (See 

Memo from Attorney Powell).  Weyher reviewed all points on memo. 

John Barclay asked if there were any other meeting besides the City Council and Planning 

Commission that is subject to this. Weyher answered yes the Board of Adjustments. Barclay 

asked if the Rodeo Committee was subject to this. Weyher answered the Rodeo Committee 

met as a whole group once and split off into subcommittees; subcommittees are not required 

to post their agenda.  

Set Day and Time for Arbor Day Celebration 

Julie Keyes stated Luke Thomas was out of Town and she had been asked to read the staff 

report regarding the Arbor Day Celebration. Keyes read the staff report. (see attachment) Keyes 

explained that Jason Barto is a certified Arborist that Francis contracts with to oversee our 

Parks.   

Alison Weyher stated Mickey Grames had suggested that maybe we do things like have a plant 

sale in conjunction with the Arbor Day Celebration. Weyher added if we want to do that we 

may want to have the Arbor Day Celebration later than April because you cannot plant in April 

and sometimes we still have snow.  

Dorothy Sullivan suggested the Saturday before Mother’s Day.  

Julie Keyes suggested giving that date to Jason and Luke to see if they were able to schedule it 

on that Saturday May 11, 2013. Julie added that weather wise we might get a better turnout. 

Mickey Grames commented she liked the idea of selling plants but is concerned it will be too 

early to plant.  

Alison Weyher suggested selling trees, because those would not have to be planted right away. 

Julie Keyes stated we had talked previously about doing memorial trees around the park. Added 

she knows of other cities that offer that and they provide a plaque saying this tree was planted 

in memoriam for… 

Commission agreed that was a good idea. 
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Review and Discussion of Park Master Plan Priorities 

Alison Weyher stated when we did the Parks Master Plan; we prioritized the activities we 

wanted to put in the Park. Our number one goals was the public rest rooms, we now have those 

build and have been reimburse by the County. The second goal was to have a walking trail 

around the park, so we need to start working on that. The third goal that we had was to start 

working on the Wild Willow Park. Weyher stated that it was important to get going on that. 

Added Summit County will be taking applications for recreational grants. Weyher suggested we 

make the Wild Willow Park the second priority and start focusing on that park. 

Julie Keyes commented we need to start doing something so people will realize that ground is a 

Town Park. 

Mickey Grames made the motion to make the Wild Willow Park the next priority on the Park 

Master Plan. John Barclay seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.   

Economic Development in Francis 

Alison Weyher stated this first come up in 2010. At the February 11, 2013 Council meeting the 

Council asked the Planning Commission to develop a survey to ask residents what kinds of 

businesses they would like to see here, what type of business they would support, and what 

incentives if any should be offered.  

Dorothy Sullivan commented it is important to ask what will people in Francis support.  

Mickey Grames asked if we are looking for specifically retail orientated business. 

Dorothy Sullivan responded that she did not think that would ever make money. Added the 

only thing she could see making money is a manufacturing facility, where they already had all of 

their customers, people had to come to Francis to work, but they were not dependent on us to 

go and buy their product.  

Alison Weyher stated if you had an employment generator, then that would create additional 

revenue for a convenient store or something like that because those employees need a place 

for lunch.  

Alison Weyher stated right now at the County she is working with Randy Thatcher who wants to 

open a plant in Summit County, it is an international corporation, they are interested in being in 

Eastern Summit County because the executive Vice-President of the Board of Directors lives in 
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Promontory. Currently he is looking for sights; they need a 30,000 square foot building. They 

will have 50 employees in three shifts, so a total of 150 employees working. 

Alison Weyher stated Francis does not have anything zoned appropriate at this time. 

Mickey Grames asked were in Francis would you put a 30,000 square foot facility.  

Dorothy Sullivan commented it would have to be on the main road going to Kamas. Asked if a 

facility could be built on the commercial property located on Lambert Lane and SR32. 

Dorothy Sullivan suggested we give a tax break to put in a manufacturing facility. Added we are 

in need of a tax base. 

Julie Keyes and Mickey Grames agreed the commercial property at Lambert Lane would be a 

good location. 

Alison Weyher stated there is a piece on Lambert Lane that could be configured appropriately. 

It has an advantage because it has wet land all the way around so it would be a good buffer 

from the residential uses, it has another advantage in that Capitol Assets the owner has 

substantial resources so they could do a built to suit building, then they could lease or sell over 

time to a company.  

Alison Weyher stated the property on Lambert Lane and SR 32 is not zoned correctly, it is zoned 

commercial, does not know if there would be support from area residence to change the 

zoning.  

Julie Keyes commented the White Knight has helped pave the way for manufacturing going in 

on SR 32.  

Dorothy Sullivan stated there was not anything on the list handed out (see staff report) that she 

would make as a destination: added if we send out a survey we need to emphasize Support, 

what would you support in Francis. For example a Day Care/Pre School a long-term care facility. 

John Barclay asked if Francis’ does not bring in additional revenue from industrial or 

commercial base will our personal taxes go up. Alison Weyher answered ultimately yes. Added 

residential does not pay for its self, because residential tax rates are lower than commercial tax 

rates, residential units require more services. Commercial subsidizes residential.  

Alison Weyher stated she had met with Steve Fitzgerald and his two sons; they are interested in 

doing something with their gravel pit, they wanted to know all of the permitted uses in the 

industrial zone all of the thing he would be allowed to do on his property. They need that 

property to start generating some revenue; they pay taxes on that property every year.  
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Julie Keyes asked if they had any ideas of things they would like to see happen to their 

property. Alison Weyher answered no. Added Mr. Fitzgerald wanted to know everything he was 

allowed to do. 

Julie Keyes commented she would like to see a camp ground with camp sites with hookups and 

everything. Added you either rough camp or come up for the day and leave.  

Dorothy Sullivan commented a camp ground would help sustain a little store on the corner. 

John Barclay suggested a sporting goods store.  

Mickey Grames responded there was one in Kamas but it closed down. 

Alison Weyher stated she has talked to the owner of the corner store, suggested he lease it out 

for snowmobile rentals in the winter and also operates some segment of the store selling 

sandwiches or convenient store type of things and in the summer swap out snowmobile for 

bicycles, jet-skis, kayaks ect.     

Dorothy Sullivan suggested a supper club with live music, or a call center. 

Alison Weyher will write up a draft and email to the Planning Commission. 

Briefing of Garden Club/ City Council Request 

Alison Weyher stated the City Council wants to have some water wise guidelines in place. They 

have asked the Planning Commission to look at some specific issues like native plants, water 

wise plants things that will reduce water consumption. Types of grasses what uses more water 

and what uses less.  Sprinkler systems and other information about water conservation.  Alison 

added she talked to the Council about the garden club and the Council said that was fine but it 

has to be under the preview of the Planning Commission. 

Mickey Grames proposed putting together a core group of people that represent all of Francis 

to form the bases of a Garden Club or whatever we want to call it.  We could use the 

Community Center to stage a series of educational seminars where we invite everybody from 

our Arborist to Horticulturist from USU, maybe have someone from the Park City Nursery and 

Noles Nursery come and give presentations, and giving local residents who specialize in 

landscaping, garden design and water management the opportunity to present and to be seen, 

not to sell.  Looking at gardens within the City and plantings, ultimately coming up with a list of 

plants that are drought tolerant that we could recommend, added previously we had talked 

about coming up with a book that could be presented to builders and new owners about what 
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grows well at 6500 feet. Added that would help promote being water wise. Possibly get 

someone through one of the water commissions to come out and analyze sprinkling systems to 

see if people are over watering or under watering. Offer thing that would engage the 

community into thinking water wise. Mickey proposed having a meeting with a committee the 

second week of March to arrange a series of meeting, get the word out of what we are doing.  

Dorothy Sullivan asked if they would talk about vegetable and flowers. Commented a lot of 

people want to get back into growing vegetables.  

Julie Keyes optioned the name “Garden Club” might be a deterrent, added it sound like a group 

of society lady with hats. 

Planning Commission come up with the name “Water Wise Gardening and Landscaping” 

Mickey Grames stated next year she hopes to start in January and go through June in 

preparation of gardening. And then next year do something in conjunction with Arbor Day, like 

a plant sale or plant exchange.  

Alison Weyher suggested having a seed exchange. 

Julie Keyes suggested starting earlier in the year, because that is when your nursery people 

have free time. They don’t have time when they are trying to sell product. 

Review of section 3.14 through 3.32.5 of the Francis City Development Code 

Tabled until next Planning meeting. 

Approval of minutes: November 26, 2013 

Unable to approve minutes due to not having a quorum of those attending the November 26, 

2012 meeting.   

Julie Keyes asked that an email reminder be sent out the day before the meeting. 

 Adjourn 

John Barclay motioned to adjourn. Dorothy Sullivan seconded the motion. Motion passed 

unanimously. Adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
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These minutes were___________approved as presented.__________ Approved as amended at 

the meeting held on April 24, 2013. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


