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Manager’s Message

Another successful winter and ski season has come and
gone. Brian Head Town wishes to thank all of the
residents, businesses, second home-owners and visitors
who made this winter a great one, despite the less-thanideal snow. Everybody really came together and continued
to show the world how awesome Brian Head is! By all
accounts, visitor numbers and sales were up, and a good
time was had by all.
Now, we turn toward our best-kept secret -- the beautiful
Brian Head summer. What a wonderful time of year! And
this year residents and visitors in Brian Head will enjoy
some new attractions.
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few pavilions are ready for day use. Get ready to enjoy our
new Bristlecone Pond!
As you drive through town, you'll notice the detour taking
traffic off of Highway 143 and around the east side of the
pond. If you look a little closer, you'll see that where
Highway 143 used to run along the west side of the pond,
there is now a 20 foot cliff! Well, in the excavation and
construction of our new pond, we've battled a bit with
Mother Nature. The ground on the west side of the pond
starting sinking a little because there wasn't as much water in
the soil as there used to be, and then, when the spring runoff
came, there was too much water in the soil and it dropped
several feet in a matter of a few weeks. It's pretty scary
looking and it has many of our residents very concerned -and understandably so.
Our public works crew has been working with a few
different soils engineers to come up with a plan to control
the flow of water through that area. Just last week we saw a
draft of the engineering documents, and we're waiting for
UDOT to give approval to move forward. In the meantime,
our own crews have been getting the water under control and
the area is no longer sinking. Once we have UDOT and
Town Council approval for a construction plan, we'll
reconstruct the road. We fully anticipate to have things back
the way they ought to by the end of the summer.
In the meantime, all businesses and condos are still
accessible and clearly marked. The annual July
4th celebration will be a bit tricky, but we will have maps
showing guests where to park and where to view the
fireworks which we will distribute as people come into
town. I know the construction is inconvenient, but if we're
all a little patient and work together we'll have as great a
summer as we've ever had -- or even better!

Settling around Highway 143 (June 1, 2014)

The newly dubbed "Bristlecone Pond" is filling a couple
feet per day on its way to the high water mark. The
contractor is hard at work doing the final grading, and revegetation will be underway soon. The pond is already
stocked with 2,900 rainbow trout, and picnic tables and a

As always, I hope all of our residents, businesses, and guests
feel very comfortable contacting Town Hall with any
concerns, questions, or suggestions they may have as to how
we might do a better job making Brian Head a wonderful
experience for all. Just give us a call at 435-677-2029 or stop
in. We're here to serve you!
-Bret Howser, Town Manager
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Bristlecone Pond
After several meetings with the “Name the Lake” committee, and much discussion with the Town Council, the new body of
water at Brian Head Town has been named! By majority vote, the Town Council approved the name of BRISTLECONE
POND. There was discussion of whether the body of water should be called a reservoir, lake, or pond. In the end pond won
out!
As everyone is aware, Brian Head has Bristlecone Pine Trees throughout the Town. Brian Head has a “Twisted Forest” hike
that has nothing but Bristlecone Pine Trees (the oldest living tree species in the world)! This area of the mountain has unique
scenery with mainly Bristlecone Pine Trees and dirt! It is only about a 1 and ½ mile hike and it overlooks beautiful Cedar
Breaks when you get to the top! We highly recommend this hike to everyone.
Although there is still a lot to do, at the end of May, we transplanted 2,900 fish in the pond. The Division of Natural Resources
said the pond had ideal conditions for the fish to thrive (even better than a fish hatchery)! There are three picnic pads around
the pond and landscaping (with trees, bushes, and wildflowers) will be starting soon. Appropriately, we will be planting a
Bristlecone Pine Tree by the pond!
A fishing license is required to fish in the pond. You can obtain one, on-line, from the Division of Wildlife Resources or,
locally, at Brian Head Sports or Thunder Mountain Motor Sports. The catch limit is 2 fish per day!
One of Brian Head Town’s own employees came up with the name of Bristlecone Lake and won the “Name the Lake” contest.
Congratulations to Alice Mattson, Town Receptionist! We welcome everyone to come up, enjoy some fishing, have a picnic,
and take a hike! Our scenery is some of the best in the world!

Twisted Forest Trail (photo courtesy of Bret Howser)

Bristlecone Pine Trees at Brian Head - left: located
at the S-Turn and right: located on the Twisted Forest
Trail (photo courtesy of Bret Howser)

Brian Head Town Marshal, Dan Benson,
catches the first fish at the pond!

Brian Head 2014 Arbor Day - Volunteers Planting Trees
(Mayor Deutschlander, Hans Schwob, Clayton Calloway, Shaun Kelly,
Waylon Skeem, Tom Gurr, Margaret Schwob, Julie & Mike Saemisch)
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Requests for Proposals for Brian
Head Town Services
It has been several years since Brian Head
Town has sent out Requests for Proposals for
the various professional services we receive
from outside sources. Governmental entities
are encouraged to send out Requests for
Proposals every three to five years. This year
we will be sending them out for the following
services:
auditor services, legal services,
information technology services, shuttle
services, engineering services, medical
insurance broker services, snowmobile trail
grooming services, and fuel & gas services.
Check the local newspaper and our website at
www.brianheadtown.utah.gov for any requests
for proposals.
We currently have a Request for Proposal
advertised for auditing services. Look on the
website above for the details. Closing date is
Monday, June 16, 2014 (12:00 noon).
**************************************

Brian Head Resort Celebrates
50th Anniversary!
Brian Head Resort is celebrating its 50th
anniversary! It opened as a small single
chair lift ski resort in 1964, and now 50
years later, the Resort has blossomed into
a world-class, family-friendly ski resort
with eight chair lifts, 71 runs, over 650
acres of available terrain, two snow tubing
hills, and many fun summer activities to
enjoy as well.
New ownership invested $3.5 million in
improvements to the Resort last summer.
Two new “Magic Carpets” were added on
Navajo Mountain to help beginners gain
confidence in their skiing/boarding
abilities before tackling the chair lifts. An
additional snow tubing hill was added at
Giant Steps, and perhaps the biggest
changes can be seen in the two day lodges.
Extensive refurbishments were made to
the food service and dining areas, and the
menus were deliciously upgraded. One of
the most popular renovations was the
remodeling and expansion of the Giant
Steps Lodge outside deck area. The deck
was doubled in size, and features new
brick walks, two beautiful fire pits, and a
new Smoke Shack that serves up some of
the best smoked meats and barbecue in the
region. The upstairs of the Giant Steps
lodge was vastly improved and re-branded
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to “The Last Chair Saloon.” The beautiful new facility features several
specialty beers from local Utah breweries, a variety of well drinks, and an
all-new menu.
The last weekend of the 2013/2014 ski season was special for many reasons.
To kick-off its 50th anniversary celebration and commemorate the Resort’s
opening year, lift tickets were just $19.64. It also marked the farewell to the
old Giant Steps Chair Lift No. 2, as new ownership is continuing its
investment in the Resort and replacing the historic lift this summer with a
much anticipated high-speed detachable quad chair lift. Loyal Resort guests
gathered at the top of the old Giant Steps Lift on the final weekend to hoot
their goodbyes. Commemorative tee shirts adorning a “Thanks for the Great
Ride” message were sold to celebrate the occasion. The tee shirts are sure to
become a collector’s item!
The lift chairs from the historic Chair Lift No. 2 are now being sold to the
public. The cost for the chairs is $300 each, or $200 each for Resort current
season pass holders! The chairs are going fast, so be sure to contact the
Resort at (866) 930-1010 to reserve your piece of history.
Because of the lift construction on the Giant Steps side of the mountain, all
of the Resort’s summer activities will be headquartered at the Navajo Lodge.
Summer activities are set to begin on June 27th, and will feature three new
lift served mountain bike trails, scenic chairlift rides, hiking trails, 9 or 18
holes of disc golf, and the ever popular Bag Jump free fall bag drop. The
Resort is also participating this summer in the Cedar City “Unplugged”
program with its beautiful half mile hiking trail.
Make sure your 4th of July plans include a trip to Brian Head. Brian Head
Resort and Brian Head Outdoor Adventure Company are teaming up to
present “Chill on the Hill,” a fun-filled weekend event at the Navajo Lodge
featuring great food, a beer garden, live music, a zip line, bounce houses, a
climbing wall, wagon rides, and much more. Get out of the heat and
celebrate Independence Day in the cool mountain air.
We look forward to a fun and eventful summer and an exciting 2014/2015
ski season!

Brian Head Ski Resort – picture taken the last Saturday of the 2013/2013 Ski Season,
April 19, 2014 (photo courtesy of Mike Saemisch)
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Brian Head Town Events (June, July & August, 2014)
June 27 – Summer Operations Opening Day at Brian Head Resort.
There are lots of fun summer-time activities at the Resort – Disc Golf,
Mountain Biking, and Hiking, just to name a few. The summer Free Fall
on the bag jump opens June 27th. This is a 35 foot fall (from the lift to the
bag) and cost is $15 for two jumps! For more information go to
www.brianhead.com.
July 4 – Brian Head Fire Department’s Annual Pancake Breakfast
and Fireworks Display. Breakfast will be from 8 – 10:30 a.m. at the
Town Pavilion. The fireworks display is at dusk – approximately 10 p.m.
(at the Town Park). For more information call (435) 677-2029.
July 4 & 5 – Brian Head Town’s Annual ATV Rally. This year’s ATV
Rally includes a Scavenger Hunt, Obstacle Course and Youth Certification.
The Scavenger Hunt begins at 10 a.m. on July 4th and ends at 3 p.m. on
July 5th. Come ride the Obstacle Course between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on
both Friday and Saturday! The Youth Certification begins at 10 a.m. on
Saturday! For more information call (435) 677-2029.
July 4 & 5 – Brian Head Resort Activities. Chill on the Hill with Brian
Head Resort! There will be food, a beer garden, live music, scenic lift
rides, bag jump, disc golf, mountain biking, a zip line, bounce houses, a
climbing wall, and wagon rides. Come join the party!
July 4, 5 & 6 - 20th Annual Brian Head Arts and Craft Festival.
Festival is from 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. Friday and Saturday and from 10 a.m. - 2
p.m. on Sunday. Location: Village Way. There will be food, live music
@ 3 pm (Friday’s Band: “Soul What!?” and Saturday’s Band: “Chrome
Daddies”), a DJ, and vendors. On the 4th there will also be music from
“Spare Parts” at the Town Pavilion from 6 pm to 10 pm. Pizano’s annual
pie eating contest will be held on July 5th at 2 p.m. For more information
call (435) 990-1101 or visit www.brianheadartfair.com.
August 1 & 2 – Annual Festival of Flavors & Brew Fest. . You are
invited to join us for to this year’s Brew fest and Wine Tasting event.
This event will be held outside in the area between Cedar Breaks Lodge
and Navajo Lodge. Kegs are tapped, bottles corked, food served and live
bands start jamming at 12 noon and go until 7 pm – the party then moves
inside to the Cedar Breaks Bar & Grill!

News from the Fire Department
Brian Head Town is honored to have an
outstanding Fire Department! Our four
full-time Public Safety Officers are not
only POST certified, but are trained fire
fighters and EMTs.
Over the past few years, we have had
anywhere from 15 to 30 volunteer fire
fighters enrolled with us each year. The
volunteer fire fighters attend several
trainings during the year and most of them
are qualified to fight wild-land fires!
During the 2011, 2012 and 2013 calendar
years our wild-land fire fighters have
helped with 30 wild fires and 2 hazardous
fuel removals. We help fight wild-land
fires in the Western United States.
Although most of these fires have been in
Utah, we have helped in California,
Colorado, Idaho, and Nevada.
Brian Head Town owns one type 6 fire
engine and two type 4 fire engines which
are used for fighting the wild fires. We
also have a custom-built tactical water
tender which will see its first season of
service this year.
Our fire department is prepared as we
enter into the 2014 wild fire season!
Here’s a big shout-out to all our volunteer
fire fighters and public safety officers!
Good job!

TOWN CONTEST: Brian Head Town is
looking for a new slogan. Please submit
your suggestions on our facebook page at
facebook.com/brianheadtown.utah. The
grand prize is a complimentary 2 night
stay in Brian Head.
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Town Tidbits

Like us on Facebook at
facebook.com/brianheadtown.utah

The Grand Lodge is Back!



The annual Town clean-up was held on Wednesday,
June 4th (from 8 a.m. to noon). After, there was a
Town barbecue for all who participated. Thanks to all
who came out to help!



Brian Head Town’s Arbor Day was held on Thursday,
June 5th. We are proud to have the “Tree City USA”
status and plant trees, with the help of local
volunteers, every year! Tree planting started at the
Town Hall Parking lot where 2 trees and 2 bushes
were planted. The tree planting then moved up to the
Town Park Pavilion area where several more trees and
bushes were planted. We had a pretty good turn-out
this year! It was a beautiful day for planting trees.

After two years affiliation with Hilton Hotels Corp.,
operating as DoubleTree Resort & Spa, the former Grand
Lodge at Brian Head has returned to independent hotel
status and now operates as the Grand Lodge at Brian Head.
The hotel’s atmosphere, ambience and character is much
better represented by the independent identity. The quality
and service will not change, unless it gets better. The
operation is no longer restricted by, nor defined by, a large
hotel brand but rather by the expectations of the guests.
All of the services, including Leany’s Steakhouse, Lift Bar
& Patio, and the Red Leaf Spa, remain. There are updated
menus, and plans for summer activities in the Lounge or
on the patio. Our new website should be completed soon
but meanwhile, visit us at grandlodgebrianhead.com or call
at 435.677.9000.



Good news from the building department! Rob
Dalley, Town Building Official, is happy to report that
building is picking up in Brian Head. There are
currently 2 new homes being constructed and plans for
both commercial and residential buildings to be built
in the near future!



Recycling is back up and running. The only thing that
we can take to the recycling plant is paper/cardboard
and metal. Please make sure you use the proper
dumpster to recycle materials.

******************************************************************************************

Minnie’s Mansion
When you think of Brian Head in 2014, you think of a recreation-resort town which caters to hundreds, sometimes thousands
of tourists. A hundred years ago, however, there were sheep. That didn’t stop Charles Adams, the Irish-born son of Parowan
settlers, and his enterprising daughter Minnie Adams Burton, from recognizing the potential for tourism at that early juncture.
Charles, who tended the family’s sheep in an area they dubbed Little Ireland (or the meadows between Brian Head peak and
Cedar Breaks National Monument), dreamed of building the area’s first tourist destination.
This dream was realized in 1921 when Charles built a two-story dance hall, restaurant and inn at the entrance of what is now
Cedar Breaks National Monument. The building had a small dance floor on the first level. In the rear sat a kitchen and the
serving area for diners who came to enjoy the meals prepared by the locally revered Hattie Heaps (whose fried chicken was
sometimes described as the best ever). The second story had an open balcony and eight guest rooms. Two guest cabins located
on the property provided additional sleeping quarters. When large crowds gathered they resorted to additional dancing space
outside.
While very apt to its purpose, by all accounts it was not a particularly attractive structure. David Burton, grandson of Minnie
Adams Burton, recalls his father’s account of the building(s): “They built ‘em out of rough-cut lumber that came from the local
saw mills. The outside of Minnie’s Mansion was like the scabs off from the logs, and they put those on the outside as the
exterior. But it was pretty good sized - actually, from the pictures, it was quite a large structure for the time.”
Charles’s Daughter, Miriam “Minnie” Adams Burton, was given charge of managing the inn, which served both visitors to the
area as well as local workers. Sheepherders being what they were, came up with a tongue-in-cheek name for the ugly place
with the cute proprietor. “Minnie and her father, Charles Adams, entered into a business arrangement where they constructed
this inn, and they called it Brian Head Inn originally. But it came to be known as Minnie’s Mansion because Grandma Burton
was the one that ran it. It just became a nickname from all the people that fondly called it Minnie’s Mansion. And that’s how it
got its name!”
(continued on page 6)

June 2014

Brian Head Town News

Minnie’s Mansion
(continued from page 5)
Minnie’s Mansion became a summer social
center for folks from Parowan, Cedar and
surrounding areas.
Rex Burton, another
grandson of Minnie’s, explains: “It was a
place of gathering for dances. The biggest
dances of the year were for Pioneer Days
celebrations on July 24th. The dance floor was
so busy with people it was hard to move, let
alone dance. Minnie enforced good manners,
insisting the men remove their hats and she
did not allow any swearing.”
Modern legend has it that Minnie’s also
served as a house of ill repute. But, old-timers
scoff at the notion of a Little Ireland bordello.
It was always a place for good clean fun. The
good clean fun at Minnie’s Mansion lasted
only five short years. The seasons weren’t
long enough to be profitable, generally lasting
only two months, and winters were extremely
harsh on the buildings. The Parks Service built
a lodge at the other end of Cedar Breaks in
1923, providing competition which cut further
into the profitability of Charles’ and Minnie’s
venture. The primitive roads didn’t help
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either, making it treacherous for travelers to come enjoy the festivities.
Heavy snows caused a partial collapse of the building in 1926, and the
Mansion never re-opened. But Minnie’s Mansion lives on in the history
of Brian Head. Charles Adams’ vision of a tourist-based economy was
eventually realized, and Minnie’s Mansion took part in helping to pave
the way.

Minnie's Mansion - back in the day (early 1900’s)!

******************************************************************************************************
reports. His photo contributions tell the stories of southern Utah
and are gentle reminders for the northern Utah viewers to pay
attention to the fresh snow, blue skies and amazing beauty of
Scenic Southern Utah. Additionally, Mike’s photographs have
been used in countless publications. His ability and eye for
capturing the beauty and splendor of southern Utah is brilliant.

Mike & Julie Saemisch receive the "Outstanding Tourism
Partner Award"

Outstanding Tourism Partner Award
Two of Brian Head’s own residents, Mike and Julie
Saemisch, were recently presented with the
“Outstanding Tourism Partner Award” by the Cedar
City/Brian Head Tourism Bureau. Since Mike and
Julie moved from Colorado to Brian Head four years
ago in 2010, they have become instant ambassadors
for this region.
As an avid photographer, Mike’s photo submissions
have aired more than 170 times on KSL weather

Julie serves on the Iron County Tourism Advisory Board and
has represented Iron County at many travel shows with her
boundless energy and enthusiasm for the attractions of this
region. Julie helps maintain visitor services at Brian Head
Town, represents Brian Head on a bi-weekly radio show, and
helped oversee volunteer efforts for Tour of Utah this past year.
Mike and Julie are active, avid adventure seekers. They
chronicle their many escapades on Mike’s Facebook page “Life
of Brian Head” as they ski, snowmobile, and explore off-road or
on-land (with four-wheelers or in their side-by-side), or by air
(with Mike’s drone).
The tourism bureau likes to refer to this dynamic duo as “Boris
and Doris.” Mike and Julie are always up for “secret missions”
to represent Brian Head and tourism causes. Together “Boris
and Doris” have represented Brian Head with travel media and
as tour guides.
Mike and Julie are truly Tourism Partners! Congratulations!
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Summer Safety in Brian Head
(By Brad Benson, Deputy Public Safety Officer)
The best part of being a Police Officer in Brian Head is the fact that people come here to have fun, relax or to enjoy a “Rocky
Mountain adventure.” Brian Head is a place to get away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. Indeed, nothing soothes
the soul like a cool mountain breeze and taking time to enjoy nature. Sometimes I can almost hear John Denver singing “Rocky
Mountain High.”
Brian Head is a great place to work as a Police Officer. Most of my encounters with people are light hearted and brief in nature.
Usually someone needs help with directions or they are stuck in the snow or they don’t know who else to call if they have
questions about the area. The cops are always out and about and willing to help with any problem someone might be having.
There are not a lot of “bad guys” to bust or crimes to investigate which is exactly why people come here.
Brian Head Police Officers are actually called Marshals and are trained in all aspects of public safety including Police, Fire,
Emergency Medical Services and Search and Rescue. I have had Officers from other jurisdictions ask me “how do you like
wearing so many hats” and “how do you change your mindset so easily from one service call to the next?” I always explain,
“It’s easy because Brian Head is All about Public Safety.” It doesn’t matter what the emergency is because Brian Head Public
Safety has the training and the tools to handle all public safety emergencies. Visitors should feel good knowing that there are
trained professionals watching out for them in Brian Head.
The last thing anyone wants to do when on vacation is have to call the police or have a medical emergency. There are times
when people are having too much fun or trying something new and adventurous and end up getting themselves in a bad
situation. Accidents do happen and people do things they wouldn’t ordinarily do when they are away from home. For that
reason the Brian Head Department of Public Safety exists.
Brian Head Public Safety wants everyone who lives and visits Brian Head to have fun and enjoy all that Brian Head has to
offer. There are special concerns with public safety in Brian Head that each of us should know. I wish to address a few here.
Have a cell phone with you at all times. You never know when an emergency could occur. Cellular service is very good in
Brian Head and technology is getting better all the time. When a person calls 911 on a cell phone our dispatchers can get a GPS
location, usually within feet of the caller’s location. This has been a great benefit to law enforcement especially when the
person calling really doesn’t know where they are.
When cell phones first came out, people would call and then tell the dispatcher they weren’t familiar with Brian Head and
would describe their location as best they could. Sometimes the callers would say things like, “I’m on a hill, near some trees,
by a big rock.” Officers would then have to start checking hills, with trees and big rocks. There are more than a few places like
that in Brian Head. This new GPS technology has saved many lives.
While talking about cell phones and public safety, everyone should be aware that old cell phones are still able to call 911 even
if that cell phone is no longer in service. Don’t throw your old phones away if you are still able to charge the battery. Even
when you change your phone keep the old one as an emergency phone in your car’s glove box, house or vacation condo. If you
can charge the battery you can call 911.
As we change from winter sports to summer activities keep safety in mind. When riding ATVs keep your speeds down. Wear
helmets and other appropriate clothing. Don’t allow children under the age of 16 to ride without adult supervision. Be aware of
others using trails and roads and keep the dust at a minimum, especially around residential areas. You should also know that
Brian Head has a town ordinance that restricts ATV riding, within town limits, between the hours of 10pm and 6am. This
curfew is enforced because of the excessive noise generated by ATVs during regular sleeping hours. Many people leave the hot
summer valleys to get cool nights sleep in Brian Head. Many people sleep with their windows open and complain when late
night ATV traffic interrupts.
Remember to keep the rules and obey the laws. Have fun but be safe. Enjoy all that Brian Head has to offer and remember we
are here to help you.
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Play Unplugged

(from the Cedar City/Brian Head Tourism Bureau)
New this summer to Scenic Southern Utah is “Play Unplugged”. We are
not talking about guitars or rock bands. We’re talking about PLAY – real
live, join society, actual outside kind of play. The Play Unplugged program
offers 101 things to do this summer in and around Cedar City (including the
Brian Head area).
The program was developed to offer kids things they CAN do, rather than
tell them all the things they can’t do. The list also serves as a “Bucket List”
of attractions and events to participate in all summer long. Even though the
program is designed to go from Memorial Day through Labor Day, some
tags are available year round.
Here’s how you can “Play Unplugged”: First you need a lanyard. Students
in Iron County will have the opportunity to receive them at an assembly
before school lets out, but visitors (and everyone else) can pick up a Play
Unplugged lanyard at the Iron County Visitor Center (581 North Main
Street, Cedar City). Next, log on to www.CedarCityunplugged.com or pick
up a Cedar City Unplugged Magazine. You will discover “101 Things to
Do” to earn brag badges (little plastic tags) to collect on your lanyard. To
earn a Brag Badge, follow the instructions to complete the specified activity,
then go to the sponsoring business to pick up your Brag Badge.
Wait! There’s more…each Brag Badge has a point value and you can win
cool prizes and even cold hard CASH. Monthly drawings will be held at the
Cedar City Aquatic Center (2090 Royal Hunte Dr., Cedar City). You can
follow
the
unplugged
program
on
Facebook
at
www.facebook.com/cedarcityunplugged.
You can earn two tags in Brian Head by hiking the Navajo Mountain Trail
and by hiking to the Brian Head Peak. Following is a description of each tag
and how you can go about earning them:
Tag 1 – Badge Sponsor: Brian Head Resort
Badge Location: 326 S Hwy 143, Brian Head, UT
Pick Up Date/Time: All summer
Requirements: Complete the Navajo Mountain Trail by hiking the half
mile loop. Pick up your badge at the High Mountain Outfitters retail shop
located in the Navajo Base Lodge.
Tag 2 – Badge Sponsor: Tourism Bureau
Badge Location: Brian Head Town Hall (56 N Hwy 143)
Pickup Date/Time: All Summer
Requirements: To earn your badge you are required to bring a picture
(either on a cell phone or camera) of the Resorts’ Snow Making pond taken
from the structure at Brian Head Peak. The structure was built by the CCC’s
during the Great Depression. You will also be required to answer this
question – “What year was the building at the top of Brian Head Peak built?”
If you are tired of hearing the phrase: “I’m bored” or you’re vacationing in
Cedar City and wondering what else there is to do, then get excited. The
Cedar City Play Unplugged is just the program to help answer the new
phrase of summer: “What are we going to do today?”
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From the Town Treasurer . . .
Brian Head Town has completed its fiscal
year 2014/2015 budget. This year, we
drafted the budget a whole new way.
Instead of preparing the budget line by line,
as we have done in years past, we used
strategic budgeting.
The budget was
prepared based on strategies rather than
accounting line items. We started from
scratch by (almost) completely disregarding
the prior year’s budget.
Brian Head Town started its strategic
planning process in the summer of 2013 by
setting a Community Vision. From the
Vision, the Town Council derived a set of
ten goals. Then, action steps were prepared
as a way to achieve the ten goals. The final
step of strategic planning was to come up
with a Resource Allocation plan. The
Resource Allocation steps were as follows:
1) the Department Heads estimated the man
hours required to carry out each strategy; 2)
actual expenditures in each line item for the
prior three years were reviewed by the
Department Heads; and 3)
all nondepartmental budgets (i.e. debt service
payments, inter-fund transfers, etc.) were
updated with amounts determined by either
contract or by policy.
Once the strategic budget was prepared,
staff compared the 2013/2014 budget to the
proposed 2014/2015 budget. The result was
an astounding $147,000 in budget cuts in the
General Fund. One reason for this is that
extra expenses were budgeted in the line by
line budget to allow for unforeseen issues in
the 2013/2014 budget.
When putting
together the new strategic budget, a line for
“contingencies” was added to the General
Fund budget. This lumped all “buffer”
amounts into one line.
Bret Howser, Brian Head Town Manager,
took charge and oversaw the strategic
budgeting. Thanks to him for the new way
to prepare the budget! You can find a copy
of the 2014/2015 budget on our website at
brianheadtown.utah.gov. Copies of prior
year budgets can be found on the Utah State
Auditor’s website at auditor.utah.gov. If
you have any questions regarding the budget
please feel free to contact the Town
Treasurer
at
(435)
677-2029
or
cajohnson@brianheadtown.utah.gov.

