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Brian Head Town Council Decreases
Property Taxes
In a unanimous vote during the Town Council meeting
on June 9, the Brian Head Town Council adopted the
Fiscal Year 2016 budget with a $20,000 or 3% property
tax decrease. While it’s unusual for a municipality to
decrease its property tax levy, Brian Head Town has
decreased taxes for town residents and businesses three
times in the last five years.

Volume 18

2015 Arbor Day and Annual Town Clean-up
On June 3, 2015, Brian Head Town held its annual Town
Clean-up and Arbor Day celebration. Several people
showed up to help clean up the Town and plant a few
trees!
The clean-up work took place from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Immediately following was the annual Town barbecue
and, after that, three (3) trees were planted by the picnic
tables at the Town Park/Pavilion area.

Town Councilman Jim Ortler, who made the motion to
adopt a budget with a property tax decrease, explained
that with recent increases in sales tax revenues and a
projected $20,000 surplus in the FY 2016 budget, the
Town was in the position to be able to cut taxes this
year. Also, the Council hopes that reducing the tax
burden will spur economic development. Jim Ortler
explained, “I would like to reduce the town's property
taxes in order to make it easier to own property in Brian
Head and develop other sources of revenue.”

Hans and Margaret Schwob (local residents) stated, “We
look forward to this annual event each year and take
pride in our wonderful community.”

The tax decrease will be reflected on residents’ 2015
property tax bill due in November of this year. For any
questions regarding this property tax decrease, please
contact Brian Head Town Hall at 435-677-2029.

There are two Brian Head Town Council seats open for
election this year. The dates for filing for candidacy
were Monday, June 1 through Monday, June 8, 2015.
The following residents have filed:
Jim Ortler
(incumbent), Larry Freeberg (incumbent), and David
“Sky” Bourne. The Council term is for four (4) years
(from January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2019).

***************
Preserving the Meadow
(Meadow Preservation Survey & Public Hearing)
Brian Head Town will be gathering information from
residents, property owners, business owners and guests
via a mail survey and an online survey during the month
of July. Please look for the survey in the mail or online
at www.brianheadtown.utah.gov and let us know what
you think about preserving the Meadow along Highway
143, south of Town Hall. We'll also be holding a public
hearing on the matter on July 23rd at 1:00 pm in Town
Hall.

Thanks to all who helped clean up the Town and plant
trees! It was a fun day.

***************
Two Council Seats Open for Election

If you decide after the filing deadline to run for a Council
seat, you can file any time between June 8 and
September 4, as a “write-in” candidate; however, if you
run as a “write-in” candidate your name will not appear
on the ballot.

Like us on Facebook at
facebook.com/brianheadtown.utah
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Summer Events 2015
(Brian Head Town and Brian Head Resort)
June 27-28, 2015 - Fire Road Riders Day - Opening Weekend at Brian Head Resort starts with Fire Road Riders Day.
Participants from Cedar City’s Fire Road 100k bike race are invited to come try our improved mountain bike trails.
Everyone is welcome to kick off the summer season at Brian Head Resort!
July 3-5, 2015 - Independence Day Celebration - Brian Head is the place to be this 4th of July. With live music, artisan
vendors, activities for the entire family, and the best fireworks display in Southern Utah, you’ll find no better place to
celebrate your freedom! Some fun things planned are a beer truck, live music, and a pie eating contest. There are lots of
activities going on at the Resort’s Giant Steps Lodge too. See the bottom of this page for more fun summer activities
happening during the 4th of July weekend and all summer long!
July 4, 2015 – Brian Head Fire Department’s Annual Pancake Breakfast and Fireworks Display - Breakfast will be
from 8 – 10:30 am at the Town Pavilion. The fireworks display is at dusk – approximately 10 pm (at the Town Park). For
more information call (435) 677-2029.
July 4, 2015 – Other fun activities - This year’s ATV events include an Obstacle Course and Youth Certification. Meet at
9 am on Village Way! Bring your 4-wheelers or side-by-sides to come test your skills on our obstacle course. A $5 entry
fee could win you the grand prize! The 4 best times will claim a prize, but it’s not as easy as it sounds. Drivers will be
blindfolded and trust their passengers to direct them. Grab your best partner and hop on your UHV/OHV for the
Independence Day Obstacle Course. For more information call (435) 677-2029. Also, read about Brian Head Town’s first
annual fishing contest on page 3 of this newsletter (which will be held on July 3 & 4).
July 18, 2015 - BBQ, Blues & Brews - Follow your nose to the first annual BBQ, Blues & Brews competition at Brian
Head Resort. Enjoy live music, activities for the whole family, and the best food and beer around while BBQ teams from all
over throw down to win $1000’s in cash and prizes!
July 25, 2015 - Gear up, face your fear, and Challenge the Peak - Challenge the Peak is an Enduro Race where riders
will travel a grueling trail, going up to 10,500+ feet in altitude. The event will end in the afternoon with the awarding of
medals to the champion riders. For more information or to sign up to compete, check out spingeeks.com.
July 25 -26, 2015 - Brian Head Resort Car Show - Come check out hundreds of the hottest cars around at Brian Head
Resort’s first annual Car Show. Featuring Danny Koker from The History Channel’s “Counting Cars” and his band “Count
77”. You won’t want to miss out on all the action!
July 31 – August 1, 2015 - Festival of Flavors - Brian Head Resort will be hosting Festival of Flavors, a family friendly
event with live music, local artists, and tastings from local breweries, vineyards and distilleries. Wine and dine your way to
a great time while the kids mix flavored sodas and try all of our new base activities!
August 29, 2015 - Grub, Sweat & Beers 5k Extreme - Test your limits at Brian Head Resort’s first annual Grub, Sweat &
Beers 5k Extreme, an extreme 5k obstacle course at 10,000 feet. Once the race ends, the party is just getting started with
live music, great food, and local brews from all over Utah!
September 19 - 20, 2015 - R’Oktoberfest - Brian Head Resort’s second annual R’Oktoberfest is a sure way to end your
summer with a bang! Come experience autumn colors like you’ve never seen while enjoying authentic German food,
delicious drinks, and incredible music from Salt Lake to San Diego! You won’t want to miss this!
Additional Summer Activities – Brian Head Resort: In addition to our unrivaled Scenic Lift Rides and improved
Mountain Bike Trails, Brian Head Resort is bringing a whole new level of excitement this summer with 6 new base
activities: Cliff Hanger (Climbing Wall), Peak Shot (Bungee Trampoline), Ridge Runner (Zip Line), Avalanche
(Tubing), Alpine Plunge (Bag Jump), and Crooked Arrow (Archery).

The 6 new activities can be accessed Friday - Sunday, 10 am - 6 pm all summer long!
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College Internships at
Brian Head Town

now has a new respect for those
that do winter sports!

Brian Head Town has 2 College
Interns helping out this year.

Molly is an avid sports fan, with
football being her favorite. (She is
prepared to field any Dallas
Cowboys jokes that come her
way). Her favorite things are
traveling, being outside, and trying
new things.

In Jonah’s own words, “I still have
two months left of my internship at
Brian Head Town and it has been a
great experience so far; I have
already learned a lot and look
forward to helping in any way that
I can with the time I have left.”

Molly Cosby has been with the
Town for the past year. She was
hired to help with “branding” for
the Town and later became the
part-time Brian Head Town Event
Coordinator.
Jonah Humes has been hired for a
few months to help out with
Administrative work.
Both interns have been a big help
to the Town and have gained
experience to help them with their
College goals.

She is grateful for the opportunity
she has had to work here at Brian
Head Town. "The learning
experience is unrivaled; I have
gained
so
much
valuable
experience from my year here, and
I look forward to progressing. I am
grateful to have been blessed with
this opportunity and I want to
serve this Town to the best of my
abilities -- this town and the people
of this town deserve nothing less."
Jonah was born in Salt Lake City
and has lived in Utah most of his
life. He’s from Pleasant Grove and
is currently a graduate student at
Brigham
Young
University,
getting his degree in public
administration.

Molly Cosby

Molly is a native Texan who
moved to Utah 3 years ago. She is
currently living in Cedar City
attending SUU to receive her
bachelor's degree in marketing.
She has been an event director for
the University since her freshman
year and is set to graduate in May
of 2016.
Although Molly is a warm blooded
southerner who values her heat,
she embraced the mountain culture
once she was hired on at Brian
Head by learning to ski last season
and learning to snowboard this
past season. The experiences have
made her grow fonder of this
beautiful town and after tumbling
down the slopes a few times, she

Jonah is married and, in his words,
has two tiring but awesome
children, a boy (2) and a girl (6
months). His wife is from Vernal,
Utah and they have been married
for three years this month.
Jonah loves the outdoors and
enjoys playing golf (he is a little
obsessed). He loves to watch
college football and follow major
league baseball when the Boston
Red Sox make it to the Playoffs.
An interesting fact about Jonah is
he is a bibliophile and is working
on getting his collection of books
to one thousand in the next five
years. He tries to read as
frequently as possible and his
favorite genres are history,
biography, and religion.

Jonah Humes

Both Molly and Jonah are great
assets to the Town. Thanks for
your help!

Brian Head Town’s First
Annual Bristlecone Pond
Fishing Contest

Residents and visitors from all
over the world have been enjoying
the new Bristlecone Pond at Brian
Head during its first year in
existence. On July 3 and 4, 2015,
a fishing contest will take place,
for all ages 15 and under. Ten (10)
fish will be tagged with prizes.
You will be able to win anything
from a fishing pole to an annual
State Park pass. Turn in your tag
for your prize. After July 3 & 4,
the contest is open to everyone and
you can turn in your tags to the
Town Hall to receive your prizes.
Come join us on one of our
beautiful summer days and have
some fun at Bristlecone Pond!
Pass the word along.
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Humor Behind the Badge
(By Brad Benson, Deputy Public Safety Officer)
I learned early in my Law Enforcement career, the value of humor. I know many people don’t think Cops are funny. Some
even think that cops are sadistic individuals that get pleasure from “harassing” or causing pain to anyone that is unfortunate
enough to cross paths with them. Indeed, there are incidents that warrant such thinking, but if you really think about the job
Police Officers do, you may realize that Cops are people doing a job that few people are capable of doing.
Each shift is another adventure into the unknown for police officers. Police officers never know what events may transpire
during any given shift. Life and death experiences are never routine for anyone, but Cops experience more than their share
during their careers. Stress is a major factor that can often contribute to health and social problems that build up over time.
Coping with stress is a never ending problem for everyone and even more so when you are a police officer. “Cop humor” is
one way that police officers cope with situations that could only be experienced while on duty.
Every police officer has a few funny stories to share. Here is one from my collection.
It’s 2 am, Saturday morning, many years ago. I was on duty and was taking a break at Brian Head Town Hall when the
phone rang. I answered the phone and said, “Brian Head Town Hall.” A man on the telephone says, very excitedly, “we
just got to our condo and there is the biggest bat I have ever seen flying around inside”.
I got his address and headed over. As I knocked on the door I could hear a mixture of girls screaming and giggling. Doors
were being slammed closed and opened again. It sounded as if the bat was in full attack mode. A man opened the door and
said “are you here for the bat?” I said “yes” and stepped inside. As I looked around the condo I could see doors slightly
opened and multiple eyes peering out of each of the bedrooms. The eyes were not looking at me but rather toward the
ceiling. I looked up and sure enough there was a bat hanging from a support beam. The man was also fixated on the
hanging bat as I asked him if he had a broom handy. He pointed to the kitchen area where a broom was propped against the
refrigerator. I grabbed the broom, and with it in hand, reached up and knocked the bat to the floor. The screams and
giggles escalated and the doors to the bedrooms once again slammed shut. As the bat hit the floor I took the broom and with
one fast stroke, swept the bat out the still open front door. The man quickly shut the front door and turned to face me. He
looked at me as if seeing me for the first time. He looked me up and down, seeing my uniform, gun and badge. He asked
me, “are you a cop?” In a voice as deep as I could manage I said “I’m BATMAN!”
I don’t know who the man thought would answer the telephone at 2 am at Town Hall, or what he expected someone to do
about his bat problem, but I was happy to respond.
Being a police officer in Brian Head often entails tasks that most other cops never experience. Who else are you going to
call when you need help in Brian Head? We are happy to help, and you never know, maybe a super hero will get there just
in time.
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Pictures from June 3, 2015 – Town Clean Up and Arbor Day:

From Left: Shaun Kelly, Jonah Humes & Chris Leigh

Top left: town residents planting a tree; Top right: Nancy
Leigh; Bottom - Bret Howser

From Left: Beau Miller, Richard Valentine, Sarah Miller

Left: Chris Leigh, Shaun Kelly, Richard Valentine, Sara
Miller; Top right - Margaret & Hans Schwob and Larry
Cole; Bottom right – Sara Miller with Kyna & McCloud
Miller (helping dig holes for the trees)
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Brian Head Welcomes the Cherrybox
Brian Head Town would like to extend a warm welcome to its newest retail establishment, the Cherrybox, which was
opened for business in early June and is located in the Mall on Village Way. The Cherrybox sells home decor and other
second hand items. Everything in the store is for sale, including the furniture that is available for guests to relax on while
enjoying a beverage. Please take a moment to stop in and say hi.

Sharon McCrimon, in her new shop in Brian Head – THE CHERRYBOX

CELEBRATE THE 4TH OF JULY IN BRIAN HEAD!

Brian Head has lots of fun activities planned for the 4 th of July weekend this year. Events will take place on Friday, July 3;
Saturday, July 4; and Sunday, July 5. The annual Arts and Crafts Fair, featuring crafts, food, and fun will be going on all
three days. You can also check out the 6 new activities at Brian Head Resort: Cliff Hanger (Climbing Wall) – Cost: $10;
Peak Shot (Bungee Trampoline) – Cost: $10; Ridge Runner (Zip Line) – Cost: $12; Avalanche (Tubing) - $12; Alpine
Plunge (Bag Jump) - $12; and Crooked Arrow (Archery) - $10. Other resort activities include: Navajo Vistas Disc Golf
Course – 9 holes – Cost: $10; Scenic Lift Ride (Adult) - $12; and Scenic Lift Ride (Child/Senior) - $8.
Saturday, July 4th, the day will begin with a pancake breakfast, prepared by the Town’s volunteer fire department. There
will be an ATV Scavenger Hunt happening with lots of prizes to be awarded. There will be a fishing contest, at Bristlecone
Pond, on Friday and Saturday, for those 15 years of age and younger (from 11 am to 4 pm). Bring your fishing poles and
chairs and enjoy the sun while relaxing around the pond. Prizes will be awarded if you catch a prize fish. Check out the
pie-eating contest and Beer Truck at Pizano’s (located at the Mall in Brian Head). Three live bands will perform
throughout the day at Giant Steps ski lodge.
The finale of the day will be the wonderful patriotic fireworks display, by our very own fire department. If you haven’t
experienced Independence Day in Brian Head, you’re missing out. Not only is the scenery breathtaking, but with the way
the Town is surrounded by mountains, the acoustics and echoes of the fireworks are outstanding. Come have some fun!

