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Knowledge Review – ANSWER KEY 
Project AWARE

1. What is Project AWARE Foundation’s mission and purpose?  

Give an example of what Project AWARE is doing in partnership with PADI to 

protect underwater environments.

 Project AWARE is dedicated to conserving underwater environments 
through education, advocacy and action. Project AWARE partners 
with divers and water enthusiasts to protect aquatic environments 
around the world. 

 Examples include mooring buoy use, responsible boating practices, 
buoyancy control, proper techniques and equipment placement for 
underwater photography, responsible wreck diving guidelines and 
dive training programs including this course, diver participation 
in conservation activities and data collection including global 
underwater cleanups, coral reef monitoring, shark sightings and 
identification, environmental education and advocacy.

2.  What are the two primary freshwater ecosystems and what distinguishes them?

 Lentic Ecosystems – Inland depressions with standing water 
formed through glacial erosion and depositions, rock and debris 
accumulation blocking streams or by earth movement that caused 
land to sink and flood. Lentic environments are also influenced by 
temperature gradients, which cause biological stratification and are 
divided into the littoral zone, the limnetic zone, the profundal zone 
and the benthic zone.

 Lotic Ecosystems – Running water habitat such as rivers or streams. 
These environments are subject to constant change and require a 
constant supply of nutrients from land-based sources.

3. The ocean is made up of two zones – the aphotic zone or the zone of perpetual 

darkness and the photic zone or the zone of light penetration.
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4.  Why are coral reefs important to the aquatic environment?

 Coral reefs are home to about 25 percent of all known marine 
species and are used by countless other species at some point in 
their life cycle. Coral reefs are among the most biologically diverse 
and productive communities, often referred to as the rain forests of 
the sea.

5. List and briefly describe the single, most important,  global threat to coral reef 

environments::

 Climate change, caused by increased CO2 emissions, leads to 
increases in ocean temperatures, which causes coral bleaching and 
ocean acidification, a decrease in oceans pH, which reduces coral’s 
ability to secrete its limestone skeleton.

6.  What are the main sources of pollution in the aquatic environment?

 Sources of pollution include propellants, hydrocarbons and biocides, 
agricultural and industrial runoff, industrial, municipal or 
agricultural waste dumping and dredge spoils, maritime accidents or 
ships dumping bilge water, ballast water and garbage.

7.  Why are many worldwide fisheries facing collapse?

a. FAO estimates that 50 percent of marine fish populations are fully 
exploited and 25 percent are overexploited or depleted. 

b. If we don’tchange how we manage our fisheries, some scientists 
predict a global fishery collapse by 2048.

c. One third of the world’s total reported marine catch is discarded.

8.  What are the main problems faced by the world’s most environmentally threatened 

regions?

 The main problems faced by these environmentally threatened 
regions include oil pollution, population and industry growth, and 
chemical and heavy metal pollution.
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9. List and briefly describe three of the Project AWARE’s “Ten Ways a Diver Can 

Protect Underwater Environments”?

 1. Dive carefully to protect fragile aquatic ecosystems

 2. Be aware of your body and equipment placement when diving

 3. Keep your dive skills sharp through continuing education

 4. Consider how your interactions affect aquatic life

 5. Understand and respect underwater life

 6. Be an ecotourist

 7. Respect underwater cultural heritage

 8. Report environmental disturbances or destruction

 9.  Be a role model for other divers and nondivers when interacting 
with the environment

 10. Get involved in local environmental activities and issues

10. Give an example of how you could be involved in conservation activities with 

Project AWARE Foundation?

 a. Participating in International Cleanup Day

 b. Supporting marine protected areas legislation

 c. Participating in CoralWatch or the Whale Shark Project.

 d. Conducting AWARE kids programs and missions
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