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TOWN OF SAGUACHE 
Board of Trustees 
Regular Session 

May 20, 2013 
 
The Town of Saguache Board of Trustees met for a Regular Session on May 20, 2013, 
with Trustees being present as follows: 
 
Milton Jones, Mayor       Present 
Kate Vasha, Mayor Pro Tem      Present  
May Engquist, Trustee      Present 
Joel Johnson, Trustee       Present 
Lyn Miles, Trustee       Present 
Carla Quintana, Trustee      Present 
Greg Terrell, Trustee       Present 
 
Town of Saguache employees present as follows:  
Therese Garcia, Town Clerk      Present 
Johnann McKee, Deputy Clerk     Present 
Dan Pacheco, Public Works      Present 
 
Town of Saguache Attorney present as follows:  
Eugene Farish, Attorney      Present (left at 8:33 p.m.) 
 
Citizens in Attendance: Faith O’Reilly, Saguache Chamber of Commerce: Kathy Geddes, 
Planning Commission; Julie Mach, ScSEED; Debbie Hinckley; Barbara Sibley; Mike 
Brown; Sean Burr; Barbara Donahue; Erik Nijhamp; and Bill Donahue. 
 
Call to Order: Mayor Jones called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 
Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance: was led by Mayor Jones. 
 
Agenda Approval—Add or Delete Items from the Agenda:  
Add Under Clerk’s Report: Aventa Credit Union Request - closing of 4th Street.   
  
Consent Agenda:  
MOTION by Trustee Quintana; Second by Trustee Miles  
Trustee Quintana moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
 
Citizen Comments: 
Julie Mach—ScSEED—Introduction and Pocket Park Ribbon cutting: Ms. Mach is the 
new ScSEED Development Coordinator.  She discussed the economic development 
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website that was launched by ScSEED in November.  She gave a short update on the 
progress on the Pocket Park, and mentioned that the ScSEED Board wants to do a ribbon 
cutting ceremony.  She asked about possible days for the ceremony.  Mayor Jones 
suggested waiting until the wraparound sign is in place, and mentioned that Fall Festival 
might be a good time.  There was additional discussion. 
Ute Theatre—Christine Gydesen—request to close 4th Street for toy drive & barbecue: 
Faith O’Reilly represented Ms. Gydesen, who was out of town.  Ms. O’Reilly explained 
the request, which is to close 4th Street from Pitkin to San Juan on Saturday, June 15th 
from 10:00 a.m. until an unspecified time, perhaps around 5:00 p.m.  The Board 
discussed the event and possible activities.  There was additional discussion. 
MOTION by Trustee Quintana; Second by Trustee Terrell  
Trustee Quintana moved to approve closing two blocks (Pitkin to Christy Avenue & 
Christy to San Juan Avenue) of 4th Street on June 15th for the toy drive and barbeque.   
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
 
Mike Brown & Faith O’Reilly—Discussion future events at Vista Grande: Mr. Brown 
wasn’t present at this time.  Ms. O’Reilly discussed grants that are available from Polaris 
and Yamaha companies, as well as possibly Honda.  She suggested that the grants could 
help in development of a staging area at Vista Grande.  Trustee Vasha mentioned that the 
Board must consider resource damage and noise issues when making decisions about use 
of Vista Grande.  After discussion, the Board agreed that Ms. O’Reilly could proceed 
with developing applications for the grants in the name of the Town of Saguache, but any 
applications must be brought to the Board before submission. 
Debbie Hinckley—Water and Sewer charges: Ms. Hinckley explained that she and her 
husband pay expenses for both their residence and that of her disabled brother.  She got 
behind in payments earlier this year, and both properties ended up on the list for shut-off 
this month.  She felt that she was given insufficient explanation of the process, and that 
the system does not make sense.  Mayor Jones suggested she arrange to meet with Clerk 
Garcia to get the process explained to her. 
 
Ordinances/Resolutions/Public Hearings:  
Attorney Report:  
Review/Discuss/Approve Ordinance 2013-2: An Ordinance Instituting the Regulation 
and Registration of Business Licenses within the Town of Saguache, Colorado:  Attorney 
Farish explained that, according to this ordinance, all businesses in town must get a 
business license, including services.  There was discussion. 
MOTION by Trustee Terrell; Second by Trustee Engquist   
Trustee Terrell moved to approve Ordinance 2013-2: An Ordinance Instituting the 
Regulation and Registration of Business Licenses within the Town of Saguache as 
presented.  
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
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VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
 

Discuss letter received from Town of Crestone: in regard to Corporate Personhood: 
Attorney Farish commented briefly on the controversy about Corporate Personhood.  
Mayor Jones suggested holding a workshop on the subject so that the Trustees can have 
time to discuss it properly.  The Trustees agreed to schedule a workshop for June 4th at 
6:30 p.m. 
Discuss Appointment of Representative—Rio Grande Interbasin Roundtable: Attorney 
Farish volunteered to be the Saguache representative to the Roundtable since he will be at 
the meetings anyway.   
MOTION by Trustee Engquist; Second by Trustee Terrell  
Trustee Engquist moved to appoint Attorney Farish the Saguache representative to the 
Rio Grande Interbasin Roundtable.   
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
 
Discuss Easement for Nehls and Sibley properties: Mayor Jones mentioned that the 
easement as currently written assigns responsibility for curb box maintenance to Ms. 
Sibley, and that in fact the Town of Saguache maintains the curb boxes.  Ms. Sibley 
expressed a wish to do directional drilling in order to install a water line in a casing, so 
that if problems arise in the future the line could be fixed without being dug up.  She 
asked that that be included in the easement.  Maintenance Director Pacheco said that he 
would get the appropriate wording for including it.  Mayor Jones assured Ms. Sibley that 
the Board would work with her until she is comfortable.  She is to work with Attorney 
Farish to get another version prepared.  The trustees suggested that if the next version is 
available by June 4th, she could come to the workshop on that date to discuss the 
easement again.  Clerk Garcia mentioned that the easement must be approved by the 
Board before being signed. 
Discuss next step in codification process—Draft Code: Attorney Farish discussed the 
steps that will be required to complete the process.  The Board decided that at the June 
meeting they will schedule a workshop in July to begin working on the codification. 
 
Since Mike Brown had now arrived, Mayor Jones suggested he and Sean Burr address 
the Board at this time.  Mr. Burr is a Yamaha dealer in Buena Vista, and will support the 
Town’s grant application to Yamaha.  There was discussion of trails and prospective 
upcoming events.  Mr. Brown asked the Board for a letter of support for the 2016 
International Six Day Endura. 
MOTION by Trustee Miles; Second by Trustee Johnson  
Trustee Miles moved to prepare a letter of support for the 2016 International Six Day 
Endura.   
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
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Mr. Brown will send a draft letter to Clerk Garcia, who will prepare it on Saguache 
letterhead. 
 
Boards/Committees Reports:  
Planning Commission—Quarterly Report: Planning Chair Kathy Geddes reported on the 
Planning meetings, and the open houses that were held to discuss the proposed land use 
regulations.   
Land Use Code update: Ms. Geddes explained that at the May meeting, Attorney Farish 
detailed various changes to the draft land use regulations that he advises.  The Planning 
Commission will address those changes at their June meeting, and then will meet with 
Mr. Farish again in July.  After that meeting they should have a draft that is ready to be 
distributed and posted on the Town of Saguache web site. 
 
The Board applauded Ms. Geddes for her service to the Town of Saguache. 
 
 Historic Commission—Quarterly Report:    
Review/Discuss/Approve RFP for National Historic District—CLG Grant: Mayor Pro - 
Tem Vasha informed the Board that they received two bids in response to the RFP.  Both 
bids were slightly more than the grant that was received to pay for the work.  The 
Historic Preservation Commission is recommending that the Board accept the higher bid, 
because Ms. Vasha knows that company has extensive experience doing National 
Register applications, and she would find them easy to work with.  However, the other 
group that submitted a bid is also on the “approved” list. 
MOTION by Trustee Engquist; Second by Trustee Terrell  
Trustee Engquist moved to accept the bid recommended by the Historic Preservation 
Commission.   
Vote as follows; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; Trustee Engquist – aye; 
Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor Jones – aye; Trustee 
Quintana – no  
VOTE:  6 – Aye; 1 – No; 0 – Abstain   Motion approved. 
 
Mayor Pro - Tem Vasha mentioned that a Saguache County resident had asked the 
Historic Preservation Commission for guidance on restoring the Saguache Hotel, but he 
does not have a legal agreement with the owners to develop it.  The Board agreed that the 
Historic Preservation Commission should not do the work of developing the guidelines 
for someone who does not yet have a legal right to work on the building. 
 
Discussion on whether to submit a grant application for work on town hall: Mayor Pro -  
Tem Vasha suggested the Board hire architect Belinda Zink to spend about two hours 
with Maintenance Director Pacheco to go over parts of the Town Hall restoration that 
could be done by the maintenance department.  The Board agreed by consensus to do so.    
Mayor Pro Tem Vasha asked the Board whether she should complete a grant application 
for a State Historic grant to begin the Town Hall restoration. 
Review/Discuss/Approve Letter of Interest—to sit on Historic Commission: 
MOTION by Trustee Engquist; Second by Trustee Terrell  
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Trustee Engquist moved to appoint Byron Williams to the Historic Preservation 
Commission.   
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
 
Discussion on whether to submit a grant application for work on town hall: Mayor Pro -  
Tem Vasha suggested the Board hire architect Belinda Zink to spend about two hours 
with Maintenance Director Pacheco to go over parts of the Town Hall restoration that 
could be done by the maintenance department.  The Board agreed by consensus to do so.    
Mayor Pro - Tem Vasha asked the Board whether she should complete a grant application 
for a State Historic grant to begin the Town Hall restoration. 
MOTION by Trustee Quintana; Second by Trustee Engquist  
Trustee Quintana moved to have Mayor Pro - Tem Vasha prepare an application for a 
grant from History Colorado.   
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  

 
Vista Grande: 
Update on GOCO Planning Grant: Trustee Terrell informed the Board that the Town of 
Saguache did not get the planning grant.  He explained that GOCO wants the Town to 
continue to apply, and to show commitment to the project.  He mentioned that County 
Commissioners Jason Anderson and Linda Joseph want the Town to keep the money 
from the Sales Tax grant that the Town was given for a matching grant for the GOCO 
grant, and use it to further the project.  The Town needs to send a letter requesting to use 
the money for another purpose, and stating the purpose, no later than June 4th.  
Review/Discuss/Approve Williams Engineering bid for mapping Vista Grande:   
Sarah Bergstrom wrote a letter… for mapping Vista Grande, no motion was made. 
Discuss Options for Trails at Vista Grande—BLM tie in location: Trustee Terrell 
mentioned a meeting of the San Luis Valley Trail Coalition, which hopes to link trails 
throughout the San Luis Valley.   
Discuss possible funding—Colorado Parks & Wildlife: Trustee Terrell mentioned that 
Colorado Parks & Wildlife has ten million dollars set aside for the next two years for 
hiking trails and motorized trails throughout the State of Colorado.  Maintenance Director 
Pacheco mentioned that Engineer Bob Williams will be sending information about a 
source of state or federal funds that could be used to help clean up Vista Grande.  Trustee 
Terrell mentioned a survey that needs to be filled out and given to Great Outdoors 
Colorado. 
 
Old Business:    
Community Building kitchen project—update: Deputy Clerk McKee explained that she 
communicated with a person who maintains the Colorado Grant Guide, asking how to 
find a grant for a kitchen planner.  The recommendation was to apply for either a 
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program/project support grant or a capital grant, with the hiring of a kitchen planner 
being presented as phase 1 of a multi-phase project.  The Trustees received a summary of 
possible sources of funding that Deputy Clerk McKee had found.  The Board asked the 
Deputy Clerk to start contacting the funders to find which might be interested in helping 
Saguache with this project. 
Review/Discuss/Approve CML Letter—Annual Conference: Trustee Terrell reported that 
he had spoken with Sam Mamet of CML, who encouraged the Saguache Board to send a 
letter.  Mr. Mamet explained that a state ethics committee decided that the scholarships 
gave some communities an undue advantage, and Mr. Mamet is eager to get letters 
explaining that, on the contrary, the scholarships are the only way that small, poor 
communities could send representatives to the CML Conference, which otherwise would 
only be attended by representatives of the larger towns and cities. 
MOTION by Trustee Terrell; Second by Trustee Engquist  
Trustee Terrell moved to have the Board send his letter, including suggested editorial 
corrections, to CML.   
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
 
New Business:  
Discussion to support group: “SAVE” [Sustainable Alternative for our Valley 
Environment]: Trustee Terrell explained that SAVE is a group that is working toward a 
valley-wide ban on fracking.  Mayor Jones suggested that this topic be added to the 
agenda for the work session scheduled for June 4th. 
Discuss Tree Board request: Trustee Terrell gave a short summary of recent work done 
by the Tree Board, and of projects planned for the summer.  Generally the Tree Board 
does not meet during the summer.  Trustee Terrell reported the problems they had with 
Prentice, which was hired to trim some trees in town.  The company’s original estimate 
was that they would have the work done by the end of December, but in fact it was 
finally completed in March.  The Town had no recourse because the company did not 
sign a contract until March.  He asked the Town to contact Xcel Energy and request that 
they not exceed the specified limits when trimming trees near power lines—he said that 
the company is trimming the trees back much farther than they are supposed to.  Trustee 
Terrell reported that Dwight Irwin is hoping that the Town will plant more trees.  After 
discussion, the Board decided to not plant any new trees until the weather conditions are 
more favorable.  Clerk Garcia asked the Tree Board to compose a letter to Xcel.   

 
Trustee Comments: There were none 
 
Reports: 
Clerk’s Report:  
Written report: General Information:  Clerk Garcia verified with the Board that they will 
give out the Source Water Protection drinking bottles at the Powwow and Fall Festival.  
Board members were asked to consider possible landscaping that could be installed 
around the Saguache Welcome signs on each end of 4th Street.   
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The Board was asked if they wished to change the consent agenda, but they agreed to 
leave it as it is.  
Clerk Garcia asked which Board members would like to receive the CML newsletter by 
email.  Six of seven board members preferred to have it sent by email to Clerk Garcia, 
who will then forward it on to them.   
Clerk Garcia reported that the Saguache Recreation Board will make a quarterly report to 
the Board in July, and asked if the Board of Trustees wished to meet with the Recreation 
Board before that.  The Board agreed to wait until the July meeting.   
Discuss Annual Pet Clinic: Trustee Vasha asked that the pet clinic notices state that Dr. 
Shellabarger was no longer able to work at the Saguache pet clinic, and thanking him for 
the years of service to the Town of Saguache.  There was discussion of the proposals of 
the two veterinary services that applied to provide vaccinations at the pet clinic. 
MOTION by Trustee Miles; Second by Trustee Quintana  
Trustee Miles moved to ask Dr. Annie Schultz of Central Colorado Veterinary Service to 
provide vaccinations at this year’s pet clinic, and to send a thank you letter to Dr. 
Shellabarger.   
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
 
Discuss Personnel Request: Clerk Garcia explained that Maintenance Worker Martinez 
accidentally pitted his glasses while sharpening a tool.  Maintenance Director Pacheco 
discussed how the incident happened, and said he will work toward seeing that it doesn’t 
happen again.  The Board expressed the feeling that it was inappropriate to help replace 
personal possessions, especially something that is covered under the health insurance 
provided by the Town.  The Board agreed that, for this one time only, they would pay 
whatever the insurance doesn’t pay on the lenses.  Trustee Vasha specified that the Board 
should send a memo to staff stating that in the future the Board will not pay for personal 
items damaged at work. 
Discuss cost for Wrap around sign—Kiosk Pocket Park: Clerk Garcia explained what is 
still required for completing the wraparound sign.  The Board agreed to use Conservation 
Trust Funds to complete the sign. 
Deputy Clerk McKee gave the Board a letter asking to work part-time, as she was no 
longer able to work full-time.  After discussion, the Board decided to keep the deputy 
clerk position full-time.   
Closing of 4th Street for Aventa Credit Union: Clerk Garcia reported that Aventa Credit 
Union is asking to close a block of 4th Street on June 15th from 10:00a.m. - 3:00 p.m. for 
their opening.   
MOTION by Trustee Quintana; Second by Trustee Johnson  
Trustee Quintana moved to allow Aventa Credit Union to close one block of 4th Street on 
June 15th  from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
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Maintenance Report:  
 Written Report:  
 Review/Discuss/Approve Sewer Replacement Bid—Pitkin Avenue: Maintenance 
Director Pacheco reported that there were three bids for the sewer project on Pitkin 
Avenue.  The second lowest bidder would not be able to start work until mid-July.  The 
lowest bidder would start work on May 28th,  and be done by mid-June.  This would fit in 
with the scheduled paving, which must be completed while the County has its hot plant 
running.  Mayor Jones explained that the Maintenance Department determined that the 
sewer line should be replaced by running the camera through it, and Pitkin Avenue is in 
need of an overlay of asphalt, which will be done after the sewer is replaced.  There was 
also discussion of other paving to be completed this summer. 
MOTION by Trustee Johnson; Second by Trustee Quintana  
Trustee Johnson moved to accept the lowest bid, from Lee Smith Excavations, for the 
Pitkin Avenue sewer replacement.   
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
 
Review/Discuss/Approve Shut off valve quotes: Maintenance Director Pacheco reported 
that he has not yet received all of the pricing information.  He should have it assembled 
by the June meeting, and will present the information then. 
Review/Discuss/Approve Hiring—2 Seasonal Employees: Mr. Pacheco reported that the 
hiring committee, which consisted of himself, Mayor Jones and Trustee Quintana, chose 
Christian Arredondo and Carlo Martinez.  Of the four applicants that had been chosen to 
be interviewed, one withdrew and one did not have a driver’s license and so was not 
qualified.  Mr. Arredondo and Mr. Martinez were the remaining two candidates chosen 
for interviews. 
Review/Discuss/Approve Noxious Weed Plan: Mr. Pacheco reported that the Soil 
Conservation District created a noxious weed plan, which needs to be approved by the 
Board so that the Town can spray noxious weeds.  There was discussion of areas in town 
that need spraying.   
MOTION by Trustee Terrell; Second by Mayor Pro - Tem Vasha  
by Trustee Terrell moved to approve the Noxious Weed Plan as presented.   
Vote as follows: Trustee Quintana – aye; Trustee Johnson – aye; Trustee Miles – aye; 
Trustee Engquist – aye; Trustee Terrell – aye; Mayor Pro – Tem Vasha – aye; Mayor 
Jones – aye  
VOTE:  7 – Aye; 0 – No; 0 – Abstain       Let the minutes reflect the Vote was unanimous.  
  
Discuss water restrictions: There was discussion of starting watering restrictions on June 
1st, where watering can be done only between 5:00 and 11:00 a.m., and 5:00 and 11:00 
p.m. Mr. Pacheco mentioned a youth group that wants to have car washes, and said he 
will have no objection if they submit a letter requesting a waiver.  There was discussion 
of people who water overnight.  Requests for waivers will be addressed as they are 
received. No formal motion was made.  
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Discussion on Welcome Sign: Mr. Pacheco reported that the Welcome sign at 4th and 
Pitkin was damaged.  He believes that someone tried to take one side off, and loosened it 
enough that strong winds the next day pulled that side off.  The main damage is that the 
holes are now larger than the screws, so the backing will have to be re-done in some way.  
The Board recommended that Mr. Pacheco check with the man who created the sign, and 
then see if it can be repaired somewhere here in the San Luis Valley. Mr. Pacheco will 
also speak to company that made the signs to see what they recommend to do. 
General Information: Mr. Pacheco mentioned that there have been complaints about the 
smell from horses and manure.  That is a violation of the nuisance ordinance.  No action 
has been taken yet, but certain residents are supposedly going to send in letters of 
complaint about the situation. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Jones at 9:53 p.m. 
 

TOWN OF SAGUACHE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
SAGUACHE, COLORADO 

 
 

____________________________ 
Milton Jones. Mayor 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Therese Garcia, Town Clerk 
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