
Proceedings of the City Council Meeting
Williamsburg, Kansas

September 9, 2013
7:30 p.m.

The City of Williamsburg Kansas met in regular session on September 9, 2013.
Those present:
Mayor Jon Horne, Council Member Messick, Council Member Worden and Council Member Tipton
Absent: Council Member Norton and Council Member Stover
Guests present: Fran Bennett, Michael Peroo, and Sean Snethen

1.0 Opening
1.1 Meeting called to order at 7:30 pm by Mayor Horne who thanked everyone for coming this

evening.
1.2 Amend Agenda: There were no agenda amendments.
1.3 Approve Previous Minutes: Council Member Messick made a motion to approve the August

meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 3-0.
1.4 Approve Special Meeting Work Session Minutes (August 8, 2013): Council Member Tipton

made a motion to approve the August 8, 2013 special meeting minutes. Seconded by Council
Member Messick. Motion passes 3-0.

1.5 Approve Special Meeting Minutes (August 21, 2013) : ): Council Member Worden made a
motion to approve the August 21, 2013 special meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member
Messick. Motion passes 3-0.

2.0 Treasurer’s Financial Report
2.1 July 2013: Council Member Tipton made a motion to accept the July 2013 treasurer’s report.

Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 3-0
2.2 August 2013: Council Member Tipton made a motion to table the August 2013 treasurer’s report

due to no bank statement at this time. Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 3-0.
3.0 Public Forum

3.1 Sean Snethen: Mr. Snethen was requesting that the $500.00 reconnect fee be waived by the City
on the property that he has recently purchased. He understands that they have already made a
decision not to waive the fee but has some issues with that. His understanding was that Guy &
Mae’s Tavern was given a free pass on the monthly charges. The meter is still in place and has
never been removed. The City policy states that it is to be removed. He also has read past meeting
minutes that the individual that purchased Lucille’s Café asked the Council to waive the $500.00
reconnect fee last year and was granted that. He believes that if you do for one then you should do
for all especially if you are not going to follow your own policies. Discussion took place on this
topic. Council Member Tipton stated that in his opinion it needs to be consistent and now that it
has been brought to the Council’s attention about the owner of Lucille’s then it should be waived
for Mr. Snethen. Council Member Tipton made a motion to waive the $500.00 reconnect fee and
charge Mr. Snethen $50.00 reconnect fee when the water is turned on and he is responsible for
paying the monthly minimum fee until then. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion
passed 3-0

3.2 Mike Peroo: Mr. Peroo is on the agenda for giving the Council the audit report.
3.3 Fran Bennett: The City received a letter from Wholesale #12. Mr. Bennett went over the letter

that was sent. He reported that there is no money left in Wholesale #12 to do maintenance and that
they had to vote to raise the costs from $3.75 per 1000 to $4.00 per 1000. Will take some time to
begin savings for maintenance, but we will get there. He also informed the Council that he would
be attending a drought meeting tomorrow with the County. The Wholesale #12 is not having any
issues right now with the drought. Discussion took place on this topic.

4.0 Mayor’s Report
4.1 Mayor Horne informed the Council that the color of the building was changed to a darker color

due to the fact there were many complaints that it was too light and too orange. Under the water
section there was an error in the price increase. The Mayor Report states .40 per 1000 increase but
it should be .25 per 1000 increase. Under the Sewer section Mayor Horne reported that the lift
station valve was replaced but he needs some assistance with labor regarding the gates. He would
like to have this completed before winter. Discussion took place on this topic. Under the streets



section Mayor Horne informed the Council that the sidewalks have been completed. There were
some changes that had to be made in regards to the sidewalks. The curb was not factored into the
original bill. Also due to the age of the previous sidewalks and ADA regulations, there were two
areas that needed to be removed and redone. The area next to City Hall and the area next to Guy &
Mae’s Tavern. There is an area that will need some dirt hauled in to repair. They also were not
able to put the ADA Ramp on the other side of Main due to the regulations as well. The Council
had voted to use Killough Construction for the road patching but after the call to get them started
they informed Mayor Horne that they could not get here for 30-60 days and that would not work
so Mayor Horne gave permission to Lickteig Construction to complete it. They were $700.00
cheaper than Killough. The County came in and hauled off the old sidewalk at no cost. Mayor
Horne informed the Council that the City of Williamsburg has had many positive compliments
about the sidewalk. There are a few hairline cracks that have begun to show up and Mr. Lickteig
will be back to repair those. Over all a good project for the City.

5.0 Action Items
5.1 Michael Peroo Audit Report:

Mr. Peroo informed the Council that he was seeing some positive changes in the City of
Williamsburg Operational, Financial and administrations. The City of Williamsburg is doing an
excellent job on the financial side. Discussion took place on the hand out that he had for the
Council. Mr. Peroo ended his presentation reinforcing the fact that we needed to raise pricing. We
are spending more than we are bringing in. There were no questions from the Council and they
thanked him for coming in to explain his report.

5.2 Purchase Order Policy: Mayor Horne would like to have a Special Meeting just for the Purchase
Order Policy. He asked the Council to check their calendars and come back to the October
meeting with a few dates in mind and they will agree on one then.

5.3 Wholesale 12 Rate Increase: Mayor Horne asked the Council with the now known rate increase
by Wholesale #12 did the Council want to make any changes to what they had decided regarding
the City of Williamsburg rate increases. He needed to know this before we published the
Ordinance. Discussion took place on this topic. The Council decided to leave the rate increased
that has already been decided as is. Mrs. Sims informed the Council that a postcard will be sent
out in October and the rate increase will take effect for the November Billing.

5.4 League of Kansas Municipalities Annual Conference: Mayor Horne asked the Council if any of
the members would like to attend the LKM Annual Conference. Discussion took place on the flyer
that was given out. None of the Council Members wanted to go.

5.5 Idea Tech Fiber Optic Plan: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he has been contacted by
Idea Tech and they would like to go through the town. Mayor Horne said that his only concern is
that they stay away from the current utilities that are already in place. Discussion took place on
this topic. The Council asked Mayor Horne to contact Idea Tech and have them have a
representative at the next Council Meeting to answer their questions and that they would like to
see a plan in writing.

5.6 Yard of the Month – Council Member Tipton: Council Member Tipton was thinking that if the
community members would take pride in their properties that it would make the town look better
and that if there was some kind of incentive for them that may encourage them to try harder which
would make the town look better. He thinks that the Community Members should be the ones to
decide whose yard wins. Discussion took place on this topic. The City will gather more
information for the next meeting.

5.7 ATV – Council Member Norton: In Council Member Norton’s absence Mayor Horne reminded
the Council that Sherriff Richards said that an Ordinance needed to be in place by the City before
the Sherriff’s Department could do anything about the ATV problem. The Council had concerns
that the local farmers will be affected. Discussion took place on this topic. The Council asked the
Mayor to talk with the attorney to see what our options are with this matter. Council Member
Tipton made a motion to table. Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 3-0.

5.8 Water Valve located on Finney Road: Mayor Horne informed the Council that a 2” water valve
needed to be put in for the connection. Harris Construction is the one who takes care of the City’s
water repairs. Council Member Worden is concerned that there is no agreement that is in writing
for the connection yet and she would like to have a bid before proceeding. Council Member
Messick and Tipton said that Harris Construction has always done the City’s water works and has
never overcharged the City when billing. Council Member Tipton made a motion to allow Harris
Construction to install a 2” water valve for the connection on Finney Road. Seconded by Council
Member Messick. Motion passed 2-1 with Council Member Worden a Nay vote.



5.9 Repairs from Sidewalk Replacement: Mayor Horne informed the Council that while completing
the sidewalk there were some damages to the stucco by the Coffee Shop and Guy & Mae’s
Tavern. He would like to see the City repair those damages, Council Member Tipton made a
motion to have Mayor Horne get the damages to the buildings repaired. Seconded by Council
Member Messick. Motion passed 3-0.

5.10 Senior Housing Development: Mayor Horne has been having discussions with Stephanie
Watson and Jeff Seymour regarding the Osage County Senior Housing Development. This may be
something that the City of Williamsburg would like to be a part of. There are things like donations
of Land, Permits, and utilities that the City could do. Discussion took place on this topic. Mayor
Horne will keep the Council informed.

5.11 Transfer of Funds: Mayor Horne informed the Council that with all of the projects that have
been completed in the City here recently, we need to transfer money from the savings to the
checking. He was not sure on what needed to be transferred but will figure it all out once all the
bills come in but he is thinking it will be between $20,000 to $35,000. Council Member Messick
made a motion for Mayor Horne to transfer the amount that needs to be transferred from the
Savings account to the checking account. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 3-
0.

6.0 Pay the Bills: Discussion took place on the Pelton Painting bill. Due to the fact that the paint color of the
trim was changed, the light base paint was already purchased and could not be used the City is required to
pay for that change. If Pelton Painting can find somewhere to use it they will reimburse the City for the
cost, or the City can have it if they would like as well. Council Member Tipton made a motion to pay all
the bills, but to hold the Pelton Painting bill until the job is complete with Mayor Horne’s approval.
Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 3-0

7.0 Adjourn Meeting next regular meeting October 7, 2013: Council Member Tipton made a motion to
adjourn the meeting at 10:04pm. Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 3-0.


