
Proceedings of the City Council Meeting 

Williamsburg, Kansas 

September 8, 2014 

7:30 p.m. 
 

 
The City of Williamsburg Kansas met in regular session on September 8, 2014. 

Those present: 

Mayor Jon Horne, Council Member Norton, Council Member Messick, Council Member Worden, Council 

Member Tipton, and Council Member Stover. 

Guests present:  JR Harris, Commissioner Rick Howard, Elston Horne, Bruce Rockhold and Tony De La Torre. 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:31 pm by Mayor Horne who thanked everyone for coming this 

evening. Roll call was taken by Mrs. Sims. 

 

1.0 Public Forum 

1.1 JR Harris: Nothing. 

1.2 Elston Horne: Mr. Horne informed the Council that he has now received his 10 hours needed for 

the recertification of the wastewater. Next year he will have to go for water recertification. He did 

mention that they may require the City to have another certified person in the future. 

1.3 Bruce Rockhold: Nothing 

1.4 Commissioner Howard: Commissioner Howard informed the Council that Vance Brothers 

construction will begin the chip and seal in about 2 weeks or so.  

1.5 Tony De La Torre: Mr. De La Torre informed the Council that he will speak at 5.0.  

2.0 Approval of Agenda 

2.1 Amend Agenda: Mayor Horne added KDHE letter, Franklin County letter to New Business. 

Council Member Messick added Sidewalk repair, and Dead End Road Signs to New Business. 

Council Member Worden asked that 7.11 be removed from New Business. Motion made by 

Council Member Worden to approve the agenda amendments.  Seconded by Council Member 

Stover. Motion passed 5-0. 

3.0 Approval of the Minutes 
3.1 Approve Previous Minutes (August 4, 2014): Council Member Norton made a motion to 

approve the August regular meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion 

passed 5-0. 

3.2 Approve the Special Meeting Minutes (August 20, 2014): Council Member Norton made a 

motion to approve the August 20, 2014 special meeting minutes. Seconded by Council Member 

Worden. Motion passed 5-0. 

4.0 Financial Reports 

4.1 Monthly Financial Report: Mr. Rockhold informed the Council that everything balanced this 

month.  

4.2 Motion to Accept: Council Member Worden made a motion to accept the August Treasurer’s 

report. Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 5-0.  

4.3  Motion to Table: Council Member Tipton made a motion to table the September Treasurers 

Report due to no bank statement at this time. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion 

passed 5-0. 

 

5.0 Code Enforcement Report 

5.1 Mr. De La Torre Report: Mr. De La Torre informed the Council that he and Mrs. Sims went 

over several Notice of Violation letters from other cities and have created one for the City of 

Williamsburg. Sample letters were given in the Council packets. We only send them what 

Ordinance that they are in violation of along with the section that explains it as well. He has sent 

out about a dozen letters or so already and it seems to be working ok. He did spend the first couple 

of weeks just getting a procedure in place. He answered questions from the Council Members. 

 

6.0 Old Business:  



6.1 Large Dog Trap: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the Large Dog Trap was ordered from 

Mr. Edgecomb and the bill was in the bills to be paid. It is different than the other one that the City 

had, but he thought that it would work just fine. 

6.2 Prairie Paws Animal Shelter:  Mrs. Sims informed the Council with the figures that were given 

to the City from Prairie Paws in 2013. Council Member Norton made a motion to pay Prairie Paws 

$135.00 for 3 dogs taken in 2013 for a total of $405.00.  Seconded by Council Member Tipton. 

Motion passed 5-0. 

6.3 Chip and Seal Shoulders on Old Hwy 50: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he had 

requested a quote from Vance Brothers and still has not received anything from them. He will 

continue to try to get it from them and will call a special meeting when he gets the information. 

 

7.0 New Business: 

7.1 Annual Lift Station Report and Repairs: Mayor Horne reminded the Council about the 

discussion from last meeting when the North Lift Station was having problems that he called in 

Hickman Environmental Services and they went ahead and did the annual Lift Station report at 

that time as well. Mayor Horne also called out the City of Ottawa to clean it out from the 

suggestion from Mr. Hickman. Everything went well with that. Mr. Hickman also informed Mayor 

Horne that we are doing a great job of keeping it clean. Mayor Horne then went over the report 

with the Council. There were a few things that will need to be repaired and Mayor Horne asked 

Mr. Hickman to provide a quote on what it would take to fix it. Discussion took place on this 

topic. Council Member Norton made a motion to allow Hickman Environmental Service to do the 

repairs to the lift station as listed in the quote for $2,538.00. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. 

Motion passed 5-0. 

7.2 Audit for 2013 / 2014: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he had spoken with Michael 

Peroo CPA firm and voiced his concerns regarding the lack of communication from him and his 

office. Mr. Peroo informed Mayor Horne that there will not be an issue with that again. He 

provided Mayor Horne a quote of $4000.00 total to do the audit for 2013 and 2014. Discussion 

took place on this topic. Council Member Tipton made a motion to allow Michael Peroo CPA to 

complete the audit for the City of Williamsburg for the total cost of $4,000.00. Seconded by 

Council Member Worden. Motion passed 5-0. 

7.3 LKM Annual Conference: Council Member Tipton made a motion to nominate Mayor Horne as 

the delegate for the City of Williamsburg and Council Member Norton as the alternative delegate. 

Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 5-0. 

7.4 FEMA Mitigation Plan Resolution: Council Member Norton made a motion to accept the 

FEMA Mitigation Resolution as presented. Seconded by Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 

5-0. 

7.5 Cunningham Sandblasting Report: Mayor Horne informed the Council that Cunningham 

Sandblasting came in and did the cleaning and inspection of the water tower. Mayor Horne 

contacted District 12 and asked them to watch the water level in the tower and to let him know 

when it was at a certain level so then he could switch the town on to bypass to try to conserve 

water. That did not happen and the tower ran out of water the day before they were supposed to be 

here so Mayor Horne had to fill it up again. We also had a leak at a fire hydrant so the water bill 

for the month will probably be high because of these two events. Everything looked fine for the 

inspection. There was an issue with a cable with some exposed wires. They did not say anything 

about it when they were here but Mayor Horne noticed it was on the report. He also noticed that 

the report said that the bottom section is gone from the ladder and it was not easily accessible. If 

the Council wanted to get something for that they could. Discussion took place on this topic. 

Mayor Horne informed the Council that they did send a CD if any of the Council Members wanted 

to view it to get with Mrs. Sims to check it out.  

7.6 Street Crossing at Louisa and Hwy 50: Mayor Horne has heard some concerns about the street 

crossing at the location of Louisa and Hwy 50. The school kids are crossing there more often than 

they used to due to visits to the Library. Discussion took place on this topic. 

7.7 Gas Line at Ag Shop: Mayor Horne reminded the Council that the school has been using the 

space behind the Ag Shop for education purposes. Mayor Horne and Mr. Ifland went to the Ag 

Shop to pressure test the lines. They did find leaks. They also believe that there are leaks that are 

in the pipes that are in the ground. The gas cannot be turned on at this facility until the leaks are 



fixed. Discussion took place on this topic. The Council asked Mr. Harris if he would put together a 

quote within the next week to be able to bring to the special meeting that Mayor will call later in 

the month.  

7.8 Change Speed Limit on South Street: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the speed limit on 

South Street is 30 miles per hour and he believes that is too fast. The limit on Main Street is only 

20 miles per hour. Discussion took place on this topic. Council Member Norton made a motion to 

put up 3 stops signs on South Street. One at the corner of first street, one at the corner of Louisa 

and one at the corner of Center. Seconded by Council Member Messick. Motion passed 4-1 with 

Council Member Stover as a Nay vote. 

7.9 Gravel at the Football Field: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the building renovations 

and the gravel area that the City and Recreation worked together on are complete and looks great. 

There is a concern that the gravel needs to go west a bit further. The Recreation does not have any 

more funds to go toward this project at this time. Mr. Harris informed Mayor Horne that he could 

complete this task for about $1000. Discussion took place on this topic. Council Member Tipton 

made a motion to wait until after the first of the year to revisit this topic. Seconded by Council 

Member Messick. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Council Member Tipton made a motion to adjourn the meeting for a 5 minute break at 

9:02pm. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 5-0 

Mayor Horne called the meeting back to order at 9:07 pm. 

 

7.10  Code Enforcement Officer Mileage: Mayor Horne informed the Council that there was no 

discussion needed for this topic. Mr. De La Torre has agreed to accept mileage of one trip a week 

which is 30 miles total no matter how many times he come out.  

7.11 Semi on Main Street: This item was withdrawn in the agenda amendments. 

7.12 Trimming of the trees in town: Council Member Norton informed the Council that there are 

several trees that are overhanging into the road and they need to be taken care of. He is willing to 

do the trimming if Mr. Elston Horne is willing to haul them off to the dump. Discussion took place 

on this topic. The Council asked Council Member Norton to get a list of the property’s that have 

trees that need trimmed and have Mrs. Sims compose a letter to send to them.  

7.13 The Cutting of Ditches: Council Member Norton informed the Council that the road work needs 

to continue. But to do so the ditches need to be cut. He has spoken to Mr. Harris and he can do it 

for about $800. It would take him one 8 hour day to complete. Discussion took place on this topic. 

Council Member Norton made a motion to allow Mr. Harris to scrap the shoulders up on the roads 

for $800.00. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 5-0. 

7.14 North Lift Station Lock: Council Member Norton informed the Council that the lock is rusted 

off and still needs to be completed. Discussion took place on this topic.  

7.15  Street Signs: Council Member questioned Mayor Horne on the status of the street signs that need 

to be put up. Mayor Horne informed the Council that the signs are ready for pick up. Discussion 

took place on this topic.  Council Member Norton and Elston Horne will work together to get the 

signs up. 

7.16 Lagoon Gates: Council Member Norton informed the Council that the gates at the Lagoon are 

still in need of repair. Discussion took place on this topic. 

7.17 October 6, 2014 City Council Meeting: Mayor Horne informed the Council that he will be out of 

town at this meeting and will not be able to attend. Council Member Norton could run the meeting 

or it could be postponed. Council Member Tipton made a motion to continue with the Council 

Meeting on October 6, 2014 and have Council Member Norton run the meeting. Seconded by 

Council Member Worden. Motion passed 5-0. 

7.18  KDHE Letter: Mayor Horne informed the Council that the City received a letter stating that the 

inspections that have been held over the last 5 years we are no longer in compliance with our 

permit. They are requiring the City to hire a consultant within a year and send them what our 2 

year plans are to resolve the issues. Mayor Horne will check with the Kansas Water Association to 

see if the City can get some assistance from them. Discussion took place on this topic. 

7.19 Franklin Council Letter: Mayor Horne informed the Council of the letter that was received from 

Franklin County regarding the rezoning application submitted by Linda Davis. Discussion took 

place on this topic. 



7.20  Sidewalk Repair: Council Member Messick informed the Council that there was a part of the 

sidewalk on the corner of Warren and Robey that is a danger to the residence that walk on the 

sidewalk. He suggested that it either be repaired or removed so no one gets injured. Discussion 

took place on this topic. Council Member Norton will take care of removing this part of the 

sidewalk.  

7.21  Dead End Road Sign: Council Member Messick is concerned that there needs to be a sign on 

North First Street that says Dead End to save people from driving down the road looking for an 

exit. Discussion too place on this topic.  

8.0 Authorization to Pay the Bills: Council Member Messick made a motion to pay all the bills. Seconded by 

Council Member Tipton. Motion passed 5-0. 

9.0 Adjourn the Meeting next regular meeting October 6, 2014: Council Member Tipton made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting at 9:39 pm. Seconded by Council Member Worden. Motion passed 5-0 

 

 

 

 


